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PREFACE

THE THIRTIEs OF the present century witnessed the mise of the
Khaksar Movement in Indra with Aflama Mashrign as its Jleader It
comcided with the rise of the Nazis 15 Germany, but while the
former tended to be a social movement and dnfted to politics only
m its Jater stages, the Jatter was purely pohtical from the very
outset

As 1n Germany, the period following the World War I had
created unrest and dissatisfaction among the yvounger generations,
particutarly of Mushms in India  Unemployment and depression
was the cry of the time A umiversity graduale was willing to sell
his talents for Rs 35 a month  En Madras and Umted Provinces
bnllant youngmen, fo escape starvahion, were constrained to joun
the lower police services or so-called memal staff of the postal
department The econom:c museries had demoralised the people
The Khaksar Movement was the offshoat of these circumstances

Khaksar 1§ a compound Persian word ‘Khak’ plus ‘Sar’
‘Khak’ 15 dust and “‘Sar’ 1s hife, that 15, one who 15 2 Khaksar must
be humbile Iike dust

Prune facie, the ostensible object of the Khaksar Movement
was social service  Dressed 1 sems-military style with Befchas on
thexr shoulders under the command of thewr sefars in perfect ngid
discipline, they marched through city streets on the occasion of
veligrous festivals and rendered even memal services whenever
requured to do so It became a most powerful orgamsation
towards the closing years of the thirties and dominated the field
for a little less than a decade — Its success was short-hived, and
1t disintegrated with surprising rapidity.  The Xhaksar | Movement
could not become an all-India movement i spite of a good organk
sation, though it was certamly widespread

The Khaksars aimed at disopirming the whole nation  Ther
motto 1z lfe was ‘Action and Glory’ They groaned that their
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PRELACE

naton talked too much and worked lutle and they therefore
endeavoured fo make st powerful with acion  To them the German
defeat of 1918 was manly <due to the German s much talkative
nature  They behieved A silent nation 1s a powerful nation  the
power of the Enghish nation bies i its silence

A very glaning feature of the Khaksar Movement wasits non
sectarran character  The movement stoad for unty for hberation
of Indha and for secwlonsm  Though overwhelmungly Mushim
the khaksars did pot indicate any tinge of ¢communalism The
services rendered to the famunestrihen people of Bengal amply
prove their ciam for umty and secular approach to alf problems
of India

My wnterest 1 the subject was roused by my erudite teacher
Proftssor A B Lal form r Vice Chancelior of the Unjversity of
Allababad and no ¥ Vice-Chancellor of the University of Rajasthan
Jawmpur  Sub equent discusstons with D A D Pant Professor and
Head of the D partm nt of Political Seience University of Allahabad
and Dr S A H Haqq Professor and Head of the Department
of Pohtical Scremee  Aligarh Mushin Unuerstty  whetted my
cuniosity  Thair heen interest and able pumdance enabled me to
undertahe this study  But wherelrom was 1 to get the materal
The Rhuhsar braderstup did niot leave 10y compact Iferature  Ttss
seattered n ome or two page leaflets printed as and when needed
The non avarability of some recorded authentic source matenal
whi | could provide me substantial and detmiled information about
the Xhaksars disheartaned me  The newspapers only gave passing
ref rences which were too wnadequate to be woven 1 & book

In 1969-70 I siswed the, Na ional -Archives ot India New
Deltu- as-a Fellow of the University Grants Commussion. To ' my
utter surprise while consulting some secret and confidential seports
of the Home Department § came acress a few files winch filled
the gap and rekindled my fong cherished desire to work on the
Khaksar Movement These files conssted of the confidential
Yetters and sceret reports to and from th Home Departent and
they constituted a viluable sourc maternal OF the surviving

( )



PREFACE

personahties mentioned in the records of the Home Department
are Professor Baber Micza and Professor B A Khan While the
former had migrated to Germany long ago, the latter still restdes m
Alrgarh It was Professor B. A Khan who very kindly furnushed
me with oral wmformation about the Khal sar tacties and activities
of lus trme which enabled me with fhe help of secret records to
visnalise what I call the Khaksar era. Without this the Khaksar
Movement could not be described and discussed with accuracy, as
no tecords were known 1o exist elsewhers Some Jeaflets vere
discovered i the records of the Home Department found m the
Mational Archiwves of India, while for others I had to cousult the
Al-Indiz Congress Committes Papers, Dr Moonje Papers Jayker
Papers found mn the Nehru Muscum, New Dellu MissD G
Kheshuwam, Assistant Director of the Natiomal Archuves and
Mr B R Nanda, Director, Nehru Musewmn made me avadable all
the relevant matenal while I worked 1n thew archives.

There 15 no book in my hnownledge that deals exclusively with
the Khaksar Movement This has mspired me to undertake this
study The emment scholar, Dr Sayyid Nasir Ali, Professor,
Departroent of Politeal Science, A M. U, Aligarh, and the
reputed author Mr Ram Gopal of Luckaow were kind enough
to very thoroughly revise the book and my fruerds Mr M. Sarfaraz
Husayn, Imran Mushtag and Sayyid Shamim Ahmad read the
fype-seript I am behoiden to them all

Shan Muhammad
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CHAPTER. 1

INCEPTION OF THE MOVEMENT

¢

THE POST-MUTINY era m India 1s mostly conspicuous for the creation
of a number of secio-polifical movementst that awakened the
slumbering Indiz of ages  Out of these emerged a new 1declogical
upsurge, the Khaksar Movement 1z the thirtres of the current
century

The founder of the Khalsar Movement M Inayatullah
Khan, popularly known as Allama Mashrigi, came mto proms-
nence sometime @ 1926  Pan-Islamism® dommmnated his socio-
pohitreal 1deas, and he gave ent to these more elaborately the
same year when he was mvited by the Shayl h-ul-Islam® of Egypt
to a conference at Canro *

His speech at the conference concerned itself mainly with the
condemnation of the proposed election of the Sultan of Egyvpt as

1 The Wahab:s movement the Aligarh mosement, the Swadeski
movement, the Khidafat movement the Non-Cooperation and the Civdl
Dissobedience movaments are some of them which have pfayea imporiaot role
1n the nahonalist movement of India

2 <The word Pan-islammsm gamned much currency mn the early eizhtios
of the mateenth ceeturs to bring about gnity among the Muslun states of West
Asia-and Furope aganst the Christian powers of Eurape * See Encyclopacdia
Brtanmea, Vol XVIi, Fourteenth edition, New York, 1929, p 185

3 :Ope of the most honourable title which Hrst appearea m the second
haif of the fourth century AH The title of Shaykh has always been reserved
for“Ulama® and mysbies™ Sge Encyclopaetha of Islam, Vol 1V, p 275

¢ For the Cawro Conference, mvitalions were sent to  the Jamiat-al-

Ulama, the Alldndia Khulafat Comrutiee and the Mushm League Buot
thes did not send their delegates



APARSAP MOVEVENT IN INDIA

Khahift u! Muslimin on the ground that a vassal ruler could not
be a spintual head of the Islamic world  He also had planned to
cstablish a common Islannc fund fo be known as Bayt ul Maal
with a capital of £ 2000000 but tus scheme did nat matenalise
duc to the slackness of the participants A trp to Tslamic and
Luropcan countsies closed him to 2 number of prominent leadurs
The most popular ameng them was Adolf Hitler® in Germany and
Obrydullh  Sindhi® the arch rebels agamst the Brtish whoss
association must  have naturally infused  ants Brtishness
Muashrige ?

Born i 1883 to M Atz Muhammad a putition wrster of
Amntsar Mashriqr had a belliant 2cademuc carcer taking the
M A degree from the Punyab Unyversity and thereaficr proceed
mg to En_land to gualify for the Indian Civil Service Examination
But poor physique prvented lum and he turned to the Indiun
Educational Scrvice serving entirely tn the N WFP save for some-
tmes when he field the appointm nt of Assistant Secrotary 1
the D partment of Lducation Health and Lands of the Govern
ment of Indrm  Injustice caused to tum m s promotion durng
the tenure of his service under tlie British forced him to resign n
1930 Then he settled down at Ichhra a suburb of Lahore
contemplating to orgxmsmme th Mushms for socnl service and

Hitler was the founder of the Nazi movement 1o Germany He entered
politics in 19°3 wrote Meln Aempf which was supposed to be the Iible of tle
Noas  In 1933 he becams President and Chanecdlor of Germany  #His policy
led to World War IT  He died 1n 1945

¢ Obaydullah Sindh: had a Stkh parentage but accepled Istam dut ng
his teens and feft home  He joined Dar ul Wiom Deobind in 1389 for Ambe
indics und remamed sery clos to Shayhhol Bhad ' “The company of the
learoed devout aoguatated him with the worls and teactungy of Hazrat Shah
Wal Ullaly a great thestogan. I 1915 for h s revolutionsry act wilies he
wis siled for twenly years and visited Afghanstin USSR Geneva Turkey
and fleaz. In pssocations th Raja Matendrea Pratap Singh he formed the
provistonal Government of Ind a in Afghanistan  For d taus sec Muhammod
Sarwars Maulana Obaydulleh Sindhi

* Home Depirtment Pol Tile No 11835  Secretand Coof dential
Section



INCEPTION O THLU MOVEMENT

witlin a year (September 1, 1931) fonnded the Khalsar Movement
with a wechly organ Al-Fsiah® The movement was devard of
violent achivities but it could do otherwise 1f conditions so demand-
ed as they were reported to keep m view the Persian lmne which
says, Tang Amad ba Jang Amad thatis, when one 1s forced to
resorting to violence, he wiil take to 1t ®

Khaksar, as previously stated, means earth-like, humble and
submissive, and 1t 15 the st of this meanmg that Mashng
laid stress  on the voluntary service of the Khaksars In a
pamphiet, The Final Word, he wrote ‘The mtroduction of the
programme of humamtanian service 1 the Khelsar has been
designed to make the Khaksars bold and fearless, to wear down
huis fat soul, to strengthen lus obstimate and proud seif and so to
make his self the prize of the world by rendering 1t obedient *®
Thercin he further elaborated that the first duty of the Khaksar
orgamisation was to sccure for every community its cevic nights
and to guard its mnternal and external mterests To mamtam
cordial relations amongst the various communsties, the Khaksars
were nstrueted to recogmise people of each commumty as its
comsades and expected the same from others &

The membership of the movement was not restricted to

T A report submutied fo the Centrai Government by J V B Janvrin,
Deputy Commisssoner of Police Special Branch, Caleutta mentioned 1936 us
the date of the inception of the movement The report said that Khaksac
associateon was started i the Punjab in 1936 by Allama Mashriqy, a disgruntied
member of [ES  Tis object was to pramote unity among Musttms of the world
and to nstil a spiit of disciphine and unity amaeng Mushias A branch iwas
started in Caleutta, 1n September 1938 by Peshawart fruit sellers . But the
dute quoted in the report appears to be wrong as all the contemporary records
quote September 1931 as the date of 1ts wmception

® See Legislative Assembly Debates (Speech of Sayyid Mustaza Al: Khan
10 support of the 1sfling of ban from the Khaksar Movement), Vol 11, 1942
Sxteenth session, September 14 to September 24, 1942, p 480

10 Home Department, Pol, F No 74/6/41 (1)

tt Phiiyps Talbot The Khaksar Movement,” pubhished o the fndian
Journal of Social MWork, See Home Department, Pol (I} ¥ No 74/6/41,
p 193
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Mushims It was open to all and had a non sectarian charact r®
Tts object was to attain perpetual happmess by umbing the human
race arrespective of its religion or nationaldy  Social service based
on spitualism bemg their sole obj ct the Khaksars were to drive
away from within false pride passion malne vengeance 1ntempe
rince revelry corruption debauchery ete and alwiys to keep
med that they were accountable to God for every action of thetrs
The Khaksara were not to be afraid of death  They believed that
& pertad had been fixed for life and they were to mve unrestneted
obedience to the Prophet of faith be he hnshna Buddha Moses
Christ or Myhammad %

Certam duties were also engomed upon the Khaksars  They
were to Jead a pure devotional hfe leaving all temptations to
wear Khahi dress and carry 1 shovel or Beleha which apart
from bemg an cmblem of labour could be nsed for digging cut
ting and cleaning  They were to tie the badges of Ukhuwwat on
the ri,ht upper arm which indicated a Unwersal brotherhood to
parade under the command of his commander and to carry out
orders loyally and with unquestioming obedience

Dnlling and parades formed an important part of the move
ment as Mashngs attributed the degeneration of the Musalmans
to therr divoreing mulitary lfe from religion  To lum nubtary
bfc was the heynote of Islam mulitary f and Islam being synony
mons the grving up of military Tife nas giin, up of Istam ¥* Allamn
Mashriqu was ¢ man of religious learmng  He had rehigrous
education of Islam introduced in all the High Schools of N 'WFP
m the teeth of Government opposition® He completed his

* Home Department Pol F-No- 11§35  See Sccret and confidential
veport of the Crimuntl Intell genes Departm nt Pungab dated December 24
1935 by A J Hopkins ICS Chuef Secretary to N WIP Government Pushawar

M Agha Sayysd Ghazanfar All Shah The Spirit of the Khaksor Mo enent
faund 10 the records of the Home Department Pol {(Internaly F No 9444
PLT&NT

L e

W Mashriqi Islam Ki Askorl Zindagl p 10 -

% Note on the Maksar Maiene t found in the Al India Congress

LY
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INCEPTION OF THE MOVEMENT

outstanding work Tazkirah 1n 1924 after a strenuous labour of
four years¥? This work presented the Holy Quran in a new
hght and drew public aitentton  The nterpretations given by
hsm suited only lus own philosophy meant to bring about socio-
polttical regenteration of the Muslims  Naturally & was to come
1n clask with the Moulavis and learned divines 18

According to Mashriqi, the Moulavis were the most unprogres-
stve as well as lethargic section of the Muslm commumty In
his own words, ‘The Moulavi dislihes the Khaksar Movement
because when the military and soldierly ability has been acquured,
when the strength for conquenng forts had been developed and
when they have learnt to be ready af one clation eall  who then
would give bread to bun to eat’™ To quote him again  ‘The
way as shown by the Moulavis today 15 wrong The Khaksar 1s
out to wipe out this wrong religton from the face of the earth and
establish agamn i its place the Islam of the Prophet " The
rise of totahtaramsm appears to have considerably mfiuenced
Mashng’s thinking  Like Hitler and Mussolhint he also spoke in
a dictatorial tone and talked of regeneration and miltarism
Describing the Khaksar Movement an a2 pamphlet, The Fnal
Word, he wrote, ‘It 15 a movement of men, lions, soldiers and
belligerents, and never a movement for women, wives, eunuchs and
boys’

‘When nations are m the throes of death and dechine,” he
contsnucd, ‘every body s helpless 1n finding out the exact source
of msschief, or where the shoe really pinches Once the mdivi-
duals of a nation are infused with courage, power, energy, aspira-
tion, will, and action 1s wnstilfed mn ther limbs and action 1 hands,
feet, body, soul and determinatsou—in short, action and only

Commattee Papers, F No G 63{1940, avadable in the Nehrn Memoriai
Museum and Libracy, Teen Murt: House, New Deiln

3 Professor M Al-Fazl, An Exposttion af the Tuzhwah of Alfama
Mashriq

18 Home Department, Pol (Internaly F No 23171941, Pol (I)

1 Mashoqi, Mowlavi Ke Ghalat Meazhab, pp 1,8

2 Masheis Qaul-s Faysal, pomnt 3

5
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action then nothing on eartl: can stop that nation from its onward
‘narch  We areinstithng that  preliminary lesson of action and
glory power and determination kingdom and sovereignty—aye |
resistance and war without which even the slightest progress 15
impossible 10 o nation * He exhorted the young Mushims to lead
the hfe of & soldier to become truec Mushms according to the
teachings of the Quran and clawmed that he was making  throuh
mulitary lfe the wholu nation a fishting nation~  To Mashnq
obedience to the Moulavs was ndiculous since he did not know
cven to handle the sword ?

His pamphlet Islam Kt Ashari Zindagt (the Military hfe of
Islam} also throws & flood of light on the ideclogy of th~ Khabsar
movement  Theremn 2so he lays great stress on mulitary Lfe and
says  Since the Musalmans gave up mltary hife and dnorced
mutary il from relizion and refizion from the world God hs
becom angry with the Musalmans and has remonelessly taken
awav hangdoms from them and given th m {o other mulitary
nations ¢ Paradise could be attamed by fi hting the vnemy on
the battl field and hell by avording war Since he preached
migary Wi through his movem nt  Mashrqu was a great
admurer of Mustafs hamal (1881-1938) of Turhey lbn SHaud
{1880-1953) of Saudi Arabia Raza Shah Pahlav {1878-1948)
of Iran Ghaz Amanullah Khan (1892-1960) of Afghanstan
who stoutly opposed Mullassm and uprooted the conservalive
clements that had sapped the glory of Istim  The reforms i theie

* Plutips Talbot op ¢ p 152, Cf Musolinl 8 writmp with Yh abo &
mwhi hhe says We fight sgamst every thing that restricts and harms the
wdindual | Also Cf Hitler when he sass Man has become great thepugh
perpetual struggle Tn perpetual peace bia greatness must decliae - Sfedn
Kampf p 124

Mashnigy Aonlavd Ao Ghalot Ma hab pp 7 8

B Mushrial dsdain A Askart Ziidogt n 18

14 p 10 Of Hlitter who says  Natuee knows no political lrontiees
She beging by ostablishing W on the globe and then waiches the free play of
fosces ‘Thosz who show the preatest courag and ndustey ase tho chikiren
fearcst to hee heart and they will be granted the sovereign 1 Lis of exmience
Mea Karpfp 3
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respective countries had so much impressed hun that he wished to
become a disciple of anyone and kiss their feet for they had ‘saved
the sinhing boat of Isfam®  He wished ait the Khaksars to follow
the footsteps of the above saviouys of Islam 2

The Government suspected the movemsnt from its outset,
and despite s declaration of the motwe of the moverent, he
falled to persuade them that if was in no way bostie to govern-
ment, but was merely an endeavour to organise the Musalmans to
prove therr unity and seif-snfficiency to attam Swaray in a shorier
time than through the methods employed by the Congiess *

India of 1930—31 was hke a turbulent ocean  The movement
for independence of the country was m the arr  The Nehru report-?
having been rejected, the Congress at its Lahore Session (Dacember
1929) declared India’s goal as complete independence  In Nehru's
own words ‘this overflowing enthusiasm was for a symbol and
an wdea **  The events of 1919 were recalled with all therr humha-
tions and glones and the nationalst movement had tahen a
different covrse hitherto not followed #°  In persuance of the reso-
lution passed at the Lahore sesssion, January 26, 1930 was observed
as the complete mdependence day all over the couniry Dr Sayf-
ud-Din Katchlu suggested a programme for the country which
consisted of

{r) The declaration of complete independence

{(n) Complete boycott of the legislatures

{ir) Organssation of a National Army of workers

() Orgamsation of a permaneat body of full-time national

worhers

= fud, pp 18, 16

1% Jome Department, {Political) F No 741740, Section A

=7 In 1928, Pt Motidal Nehry with the help of ail parties, prepared o
constitution to meet out the challenge of the Government that the Indians
were mcapable of framing any constitution  Thus report came to be hnown as
the Neliru report which demanded Donumon Stalus

#8 Nema1 Sadban Bose, The Indian Nationaf Moreme o (Mukhopadhyay,
Calcutla, 19675, p 77

= Iind
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(v} An organsation of moass onid disabedience s well os

indvidual cavil disobedience 1n selected areas

Dr Kuchlv also appealed to Mahatma Gandhi to  Iead them
onward onward until the goal 1s reached *

No province of India escaped the fury of the National Move
ment  Even mn the extreme North Western Frontier much above
the nch pluns of Intha & yousg Pathan hhan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan with lus Khudai Khidmatgars®t was i emergence The
young Red Shirt leader subsequently came to be known to the
mitlions of our countrymen as the Frontier Gandhi for s selfless
services and adopting a Gandhian way of life

Such pohtcal conditions were enough to rouse Mashriqis
innate desire to form an association for socal service  But the
Batish authorities felt atherwise behieving that the ulumate object
of the movement was far from 1nnocuous and that th re was revo
Jution and sediion n it And 1 s proved from the fact that
Mashniq before launching the movement met th  Arch National
ists ke Dr Sayfud Din Katchly and Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan who promsed thar fullest support to his movement.®

Zhe fndian Review January 1930 pp 28 20

' Khudai Rhdmatgar « as founded by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan s
the nake of Shah Amanullah s abdicat on {1928) from Afghamistan sty
it was a non political body formed to erachcate the social evil and remove
educatsonal backwardnsss of the Pathans  But s ith the rise of British tyramny
It dnified to pohitics  As the white clothes got easly dirty the Khan chose
red-colour 4 dress for hus volunteers and fus mowernent came to be known as
Red Shirt Movermwat  Sce D G Teadulkar s Abdul Ghaffar Khan Bombay
p 3

For jolnmg the Nationsl Movement Khan Abdul Ghaffar hhan had
to uadergo severe hardships and imprsonments  Io a fetier to Dr MA
Ansari dated February 4 1932 the Khan wrote from Hazanbagh Central Jalt

1 consider € class prisoners better off than mysell  Inmy oplmon tius faw

had beea constituted for tak ng revenge  What should [ write more 2 If 1 do
W IR AGB ST i SRRy Ruoe YA Y v w0 wElr S h TR
from theheap  Seu tecords of the Home Department Pol F No  31I0%
1932 For detads see also the Home Department; (Political) Frde No 40/y/
1932and 22115135

v Home Deparimerit Pol F No 148,35 Dr Sayf ud Din Kitchle and
Khan Abdut Ghaltar Khaflare two great vationglints who fought against the

8



INCEPTION OF THE MOVEMENT

In 1931 Mashnq pubhshed a book entitled fsharat the mans-
festo of the Khaksar which reveals the mner feelings of the founder
towards British Ry This was a prefude to the movement A
perusal of its pages reveals that while it dealt with the necessity of
Muslm regeneration all over the earth, 1¢ also displayed 1ts sympa-~
thy for the Congress Civil Disobedience Movement® and hatred to
the foreign domwation The obyects of the movement as men-
tioned n Lsharat were as follows

{#} To umte the community aund promote equahity, mutual

love and affection by persuading the people to serve
onc another

() To exalt the vision of the people by making them servants

of God
{nt} To establish umformuty by making people wear clothes
of one colour

(v} To eschew communal disputation and abandon pohtical

sectarianism
() To make the commumty smart by prowidg an Istamic
symbot—the Belcha (a spade) and tramming them i drilt

(v To disciphine all villages and cities under one officer and
the entire community under ope Amyr and fo make 1its
members obey one command

(v1) Not to collect subscription

(nz) Not to withdraw any step taken by former National ot
Indian lerders, nor to antagonise any person, commnniy,
association or movement

Botish throughout there hives Pr Kitchlu has passed away while Ghatfar
Khan s sull alive and probably the oldest surviving nationahist in Afghamstan
He has also touted India *

3% In 1930 Gandhie presented 11 potats to the Viceroy  This mncluded
total prohibition, reduction ot the rupee sterhing ratio, reduction nland
revenue, abolition of Salt Tax, reductton of mulitary expendsture cfc  Gandhip
wrote to Viceroy that 1f his demands wers accepted he would not start the
Cvil Disobedsience  But the Government dealt harshly  Therefore, on
March 12, 1930, hie took his famous Dandy March and started the Disgbedience
movement
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{fx) To Lecome the ruling power by promoting unty 3

Dees ed an hhaky unsform and armed with B Ichas  the
Khaksars appeared to be streamine bbe a quas) mlitary force The
Bulchas or spade sigmfied a specal symbol and thus had been
borrowed from the battle of Ohud® when the holy Prophet with a
handful of people took the spade and repulsed the mvading people
of Maceah  Apart from its rchgious simficance to Mashngr 1t
had endless virtues It was a weapon for a soldier for fiehting as
well as for protection a pllow in camp 4 cushion to sit upon a
cup for dnnkang water o hettle for cookmg food and sron plate
for baling bread  Such bemng the good gualiis 1t was taken up as
the symbel of the Rhaksars 8 In a message to the hhaksars
Mashniqy smd  Every principle and every action of the Khaksar
mosvement 15 based on military pattern The Khaksar soldier 1s
w0t a showv and toy solder  He 1s 8 perfect mibiiary commander
The hine of Ahal sars 1s not a row of toys ghttering 1 gay attre
it 15 the line of undaunted fearless soldiers ¥ Further Mashniq
held that the Khaksar Movement was vitally mecessary for other
movements had faled to give any concrete resulf aad Indian
Mushims necdud n permanent standmg army unbreskable and
capable of solving every ssue and which mught be able to wathstand
the enemy

The Khaksars unquestionably had a purfect ocgamsation
Anybody from sixteen (o sixty was pormutted to join it Raght from
the top to the bottom offices were assigned by Mashriqr who held
the suprem~ control and exercised absolute dictatorial powers

Home Depactinent Pol P No. T41/+0 Sce. A p 150(3) Appendix
16 notes Seeret
+ A very [amous batll 1 the eacly Ty tory of Islam which took place
il third year of Hajrah b twe n Abu Sufyan son of Harb son of Omayyah
the great nval of the Hashimiley and the peopl of Madmah Ths battle
toox Pacemtu footd® YA O A n Y s emtdd v
Flalips Tatbot op cst
1bid
Vibid ©F viuh Hitl 1 Yesays  Tlewhowoulihve mist fight He
who dees not wish tehgitinty world wher permancnt struggle is 1th Jaw
of if hasnotthenghttocust A Imhanpf p 42

10
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The following were the rank of officers m the organisation

1. Amr Dictator
2 Salar-rdkbar or
! Salat-1-Zia District Commander
3 Swlar--Idaral-e
Markaza Assistant Dustrict Commagder
4 Selm-Ala Commander of 12 Jamaat
5 Sa Swlor Commander of three Jamaat
G Salar--AMohalia Commander of one Mohalla
7  Salai--ldmah Assistant Commander of 2
Mohalila
8 Puokbaz Sentor Janbaz
9 Janbaz Signatories of the ‘blood pledge’
10 Khalsar Privates

Of the above, the Janbaz occupied a position of special unpor-
tance in the hierarchy  They were reqmired to sign a pledge, 1 |
thesr own blood, fo sacpifice thewr lves for the cause of the
movement  The swearing-in ceremony of the Janbazs was
celebrated with great pomp and splendour and they made the
following pledge on the holy Quran

‘Respected Allama Inayatullah Mashrqr, Greetings I regard
myself in the presence of God as one of the worst sianers [ hereby
declare that from today I place my lfe, wealth, and everything else
bestowed on me by the Almighty atthe disposal of your great
Institution 1 the service of God and Islam  If I disobey the orders
of God and Islam, may I be cousigned fo hell on the day of resur~
rection  May God aceept my pledge in blood I submit the pledge
to the Khaksars Central Institution which has undertaken the duty
of guding the Mushms according to the mpunctions of God and
the Prophet I pray that the Aloughty may give me strength to
observe this pledge farthfully "

The Khaksars were not requued to subscribe anything for the
orgatsation  They were only to provide themselves a Xhaks dress

3¢ [fome Depatiment, Pol ¥ Na 74/1/40 (Section A), p 105
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RHARSAR MOVEMENT IN INDIA

{consisting of a shalivar shiet and tarban)  The belcha was
provided by the orgamisation supphed to it in a larpe stock at a
humble raie  The expenditure of the orgamisation was borne out
by Mashriqt who had a fortune of about 80 000 deposited 1n
Banks Morcoser an Ex Mir of Sindh also contributed Rs 9
takhs which estabhshed the movement and had strengthencd its
hold on far flung arcas of India 9

The Khaksars were not given any saltry Th-y were to render
voluntary service  Only a sort of promissory notes of the value of
Rs 10 and Rs 5 were introduged The Salar1 Akbar and Sar
Salar and Sipah Salar were to get snlary of Rs 50 20 and 15 per
month respectively!  The promussery notes bore the following
nscription it Persian

I promise to pay the bearer the above mentionud rupees
on the attainment of mdependence

The pronussory notes contained the map of Ind:a with crescent
star pumbers and an Arabic hne with the siznature of Mashngq
These notes were banned by the Government of India in the name
of law and order ¢

At atim when the struegle to overthross the foreign domina
tion was in full swing any movement could have been seized by the
peaple  The Khaksie Mavement naturally drew young men te its
fold They started enrolling themselves as Khaksars with a dufy
to do and die obwviously for the 1ndependence of India 1n the guise
of social servants

In the first few years of its wnception o the Punjab people 1m
tens of thousands became its active members Branches all over the

¢ Some accounts say that Rs 13000 were deposited In the Impenal
Bank of India

t The Bombay Clronicle Qctober 70 1939 Scenrli Ie  Ahaksar Move
ment by Gop nath Srivastava

@ Hlome Department F No 74/1740 (Section A) p 05 See also letter
of FC Burne CIE ICS Cheef Scerclary to the Government of Punjab (o
the Scctefary to the Government af Indla Home Department New Delht
dated October 17 1942, Home Department (Political) () F No 28/9/1942.

Home Depariment {Pol tical) (1) F No 28/9/1942 p 2
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INCCPTION OT THE MOVCMENT

Punjab and Lahore, Amritsar, Guyranwalah, Sargodha, Firuzpur,
Jallundbar, Shaykhpurah, Sialkot, and Hoshyarpur started
functionmg  Within a short period, 1t enhisted some five to six
thousand volunteers Its reaction was felt i the adjoimng provinces
as well, and organssed branches of the Khaksars appeared mn
Peshawar, Siadh, United Provinces, Bangalore, Madras, Delhr and
Bengal

The conduct of the Khaksars in the Pumjab and ofher
provunces, save Peshawar,® was 1a the beginning somewhat unseds-
tious They only dnlled and paraded in their full nmform with
spades on their shoulders, on the occasions of spepial Mushm
festivals to pecform social serviee  But 1n Peshawar they had close
association with the members of the Red-Shirt movement and had
mtroduced a special form of spade and bayonet

This gave the Government cause to apprehend it as beng a
miltary orgamsation In March 1934, at an executive comrmttee
meeting of the Khaksar organisation, Mashrniq: stated that he had
obtained a plot of land near Ichhra for a Khaksar traming school,
wihuch would mmpart military tactics to Khaksar volunteers The
same year a group within the Khaksar organsation known as the
‘Sword Party’, was formed ¥ They paraded the densely populated
areas with naked swords, but these parades were stopped when the
focal authonties 1ssued a warning under Section 107 Cr P C, asking
the processtonists that they were rendering themselves hable to
achion

Brick by brick the body structure of the Khaksar Movement
was comng up, advancing from muhtary umiform and drithag to
military tactics and mock wars *® | All over India mock wars wete
arranged and the period between 1935 and 1938 15 marked by such
fictitious wars to which Congress leaders were also mvited 47 The

& In NoWFP Khodail Khidmatgar held the field and exercised tremendous
wfluences However the mifuence of Khalksass was not neghpibie

4 Home Department, Pol (1) F No 74/1/40 (Section A}

4 Ibid, pp 474,75, 78

¢ The A-ICC Papers file No 11/1937 contains a letter of Abduliah, Salar-
1Tdarah, to Jawahatlal Nehra asking hum to pay a visit to three mock war
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moch. war was foupht in the presence of same ten to fifteen thousnd
people Huts and forts were built up at stratec ponts and a fisrce
btk with gun and powder was fought The wounded wore ru hed
to the field hospital The war stopped when the Rhithsar soldiers got
an upper hand Mashngr hmself visited such programmes and
while recesving the guard of honour by the hhaksar Jawans armed
with swords 2nd spades he never failed 10 mfuse militant spinit 1o the
volunteers through a specch which centred round the idea that the
Khaksars should unite 1nd appose force with foree

One of the stems of the khaksar progrimme was the Jaunching
of camps outside the city where they werc taught s If help persever
ence and austerity  These camps were to be the real schools fur
teaching umty discapline and brotherhood #*  Like mock wars the
camps were held an every part of the country and Xhaksars from
all ever India participated sn them  Umiformed women Khaksar
voluntecrsalso attendud the ladids camps and Mashriqe s daughter
Lein, peomin nt wiath th lady Kbakswe  gutded the 2 timties The
mam wea was to deaw mass attention and populanise the move-
ment  Strict obedence to the command of the supreme oflfi 1l
was exemplary®® and such was the loyalty of its members to the
organisatton that they were proud of gnang their Ines without

progeamines to be laurched by the Colbarga hhaksars on A ust 32 13 and
14 October 11 15 16ard Dcumber 30 31 1937 and Janwary 1 1938 S
nlso The Bon bay C7 onlele October 20 1939

AL that very time Dr Moome the great Mahesabha leader also
founded 3 military sthool and toured Southern ind 1 with the object of enlisting
support for us school but he met i ith cons derable oppos hon from th
harpatak Con | ess leader G B Deshpanie who opposed Dr  Moongc g
propaganda and chara tomsed at as being detrimental to 112 Congress and to
Hindu Mushmunily  See exiroct {rom the Fortw hily Bombay Political
Stiuation Report for the first half of September 1935 Appendix (1) to notes
Gidp 3T mp Dt tant P B No #1738 nn 17 18

¢ Home Depariment Pol F No (1) 3315911943 and KW

In May 1237 Muhammad Akram o hbakew of Gugtanwale was

flog od ueder the onfers of Dr Ghulam Muhammad 2 local salar for not
attend g the Deltn K1 ykearseamp  Mih mmad Akram « dhngly submuteed
to corporat prnishment
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IRCEPTION OF THL MOVEMINT

question *  Janbaz that 1s those who signed the pledge with thes
bload, were to be considerably honoured Al this Ted the Govern-
ment {o view the movement with grave concern -

Like Jamal-ud-Din Afghany,** Mashrigi also was 3 pan-Islamist
and aimed at umting the Musalmans of the whole world  With
thss intenfion Mashrigi sent a party of mne Khaksars m 1933 to
tour the holy places of Mesopotamia and Arabia via Baluchistan
Persia and Neyd  After four years, another party of Khaksars was
despatched to Hedjaz with letters from Mashniae to Ton 1-Sand and
the mumster of finance of the Saudr Arabian Government The
deputation interviewed the finance mumster distbuted ther
hterature n Arabia but met wath Iitle success 33 However they
succeeded i estabhishing Khaksar centres 1 Egypt, Aden and
Behremn 1t is difficult fo say any thing categorically what led to the
fmlure of therr nussion n the Muslm countries  If 15 probable that
Bntish mandates over Jslamuc countries and Khaksws miervention
1 Indsan politics obstructed thexr progress

By 1937 the Khaksars had become a considerably 1nfluental
orgamsation  Mashrigi repeatedly clmmed that lus was purely a
non-political orgamsation apd meant solely for the social service,
but thewr activsties had convinced the Covernment of its wider
underground activittes  However, Mashriqt formulated three non-
political demands and strongly pressed upon the Punjab Govern-

51Tn 1938 a moch war was arringed at Lohote Tayab Al Sha% a young

Khalsa~ received fats] imuries and died in the hosputal 1t s 5 gaSeant that
no revort m thes connection was made to the police authorities by the sunno™s
of the deceased

»2 Jamal-ud-Din Afgham {1838 AD-1898 -AD) was a man of sast
tearming . His message for the unification of Muslhim world erercised tremeadous

mfluence on Muhammadans in al} conntnes  He foundes at Macca a Pan.
Tslamic Society which asmed at creating one caliph for the whole Muslhun world
either at Constiatinopie or Kufa

“3+A yumour also ran 2fioat in fndia that the Saudt Arabitn Govern-
ment had wvited 1000 persons of the Khaksar orgamsation to performt Hag aod
had pronnsed to bezar all thewr eapenses from the tme they arrnved in Jaddah
The Government of Saudi Arabia denezd thus ¢ Sce Press nofe Forsen and

Palifrent Depariment, New Dalhr dated Jarary 21, 1936 vide Bowne Depart-
ment, Pol ¥. No 118{35, p 29
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RIARSAR MOVEMINT IN INDIA

ment to aceept to them  These demands consisted of (f) the
estiblishment of a broadeasting station at Ichhra the headquarters
of the movement near Lahore for the purpose of dissemnating
the true teachings of the Quran and for delivering a common
Khuthah on the occasion of Id prayers (u) the setting up ofa
Government agency for the collection of Zakat with a view to the
establishment of a Rhaksar Bayt ul Maal and (fz) permission to
Government servants to join Khaksar Movement

The Khaksars gave wide currency to the above demands m the
Punjab 1nd in August 1938 threatened to resort to bloodshed if
these were not accepted  Broadeasting being o central subject  the
Punjab Government forwarded therr application to the Central
Government with a note that if the request for opeming a broad
casting station was refused they mught be permutted to broadeast
on purely socral subjects from the All Indiz Radio Staion  About
the second demand the Gov rament stated that they would legislate
for the collection of Zakat 1f the Muslims so desited but 1t was for
the Mushms to pame the orgamsation to which Zakat should be
entrusted  The last demand was rejected with the plea that the
Government Servants Conduct Rules  prohibited  Government
servants participating in any political association ¥

The Al Islah the principal party organ  which was published
from Lahore made a hue and cry but the Government was adamant
and nothing was done  Besides the Al Islah other party papers
were the Ahaksor Sipaht the Rhaksar Weekly and the Radiance
published from Hyderabad (Sind) Calcatta and Aligarh respec
tively

By 1939 the Khaksar movement had gamed a sweable
followsng in many provinces Besides the Punjab the home of
Khaksaes thenited Provances had also a strength of 4771 members
It was the second most important stronghold of the movement
In N WP ther strength was estimated between 2500 and 3000
memibers  Other provinces like Bengal Central Provinces Delht

* Home Department Pol ¥ No  74{1/40 (Section ) p 105 (14) Sec
Appendix to noles Secret
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INCERTION OF THE MOVEMENT

Bihar, Ajmer-Mewar, Bombay, Sind and Baluchistan were reported
t0 be having small umits The Indian states of Jammu and Kashmyr,
Mysore, Indore, Bhopal, Gwalior and Hyderabad atso could not
check the growth of the movement Its total membership through-
out India was cstumated to be approxunately 17,000



CHAPTER I

RELIGION THE BASIC NEED

THE wioLr sTRuCTURe Of the Rhaksar Movement 15 based on
religious edifice  Religion 15 innate i man and 15 1ndispensable
for lus moral well being*  The need of rehgion as a guding force
has always been fult and even in the prinutive ages when man was
incapable of understanding the true nature of seligion he worship-
ped some unscen superior force  With the passing of ages and
development of reason a cunosity arose m man o understand
reigion  Faith and beliel came into being and the true place of
religron n society came to be Anown  In every age man has
embraced religon and of he 1signorant of true God he must
make to himsell falsc ones * The question 15 What does religion
give toats adherents 7 The answer is simple It gives man reason
to disinguish between good and bad wirtue and sin and promotes
a sense of spirtualism which elevates lum from lower beng  Man
15 the highest mamfestation of God and hs superionty hes 1n domng
things conducive to human soctety

Like other philosophers Mashriqr does  not believe 1
spirstualism His whole phiosophy i based ¢n matenalism as he
18 greatly impressed by western sciences and  phulosophy  There-
fore the Khaksar Movement s based on materialisic phidosophy

Syed Atmad Khan Bahadur Serfes of Eseays on the Life of Aohammad
Preface p 1

Syed Ahmod Nhan Bahadur Lssays on the Various Religions of Pre
Istamic Arabs (London 1870) pp land 2
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RELIGION THL BASIC NEED

of western thinkers  He has freely borrowed {rom the wrtings of
Darwin, Bacon, Hobbes, Machiavcll, Bentham and other philoso-
phers of Hedonism who behieved in the greatest good of the greatest
number, and to mtroduce thewr respective ieas he has gven a new
mierpretation of Islam hutherto unknown

In 1924 Mashriq1 came out with a book called the Tazhuah ®
He pleaned o wiite 3t m ten volumes but us dream remaned
unfulfilled and 1t was the first volume that contimued guiding the
Khaksar Movement The thests of the Tazkirah s that religon
15 bameally a system govermmg the rise and fall of nations
Tazhirah, partly weitten i Urde and partly m Arabic, mferprets
the Quran in a new light Mashreqr bebeves that the Quran has
been 2 ‘scaled hook  all commentators and Tafsir writer had not
nightly mterpreted the words of God  Hence he himself undertook
the task of interpreting the Holy Book i a manner suitable to
modern age and English educated graduztes Untike Mutzzibites®
thinkers who based their argument on reason, while not critcising
the social life of Jslam, Mashriqr, not only interprets things to suit
fus own way but finds faulis with everythmg Istamic® Tazlirah
forms the Bible of the Khaksars which, to Mashrigi himseif, 18 ‘a
permanent reality’, and consequently a ‘vitally important boak 7
To persuads the simple-minded Muslm, Mashrigt has employeed
an oratorist style with flowery phrases  The rise and fall of Islam

* Tazkirah 1 onigmal has not been found out anywhere m the arcluves
In the records of the Home Department, File No 23141 Pel (I} a tpyed copy
of An Exposwtion of the Tazhirah of Allama Mashriq by Professor M Al-
Faziis avauable This 1s actually a commentary on Mashmige's Tazkirah
‘The author starts s book with a Foreword' and thereafter provides an Englsh
translation of Tazkirah with his own views  This makes the task casy for the
1ihe present wrster '

¢ Foreword, p 13

3 A great thoologreal school onginated with two natives of Basra, Wasi
b Ata and Amr b Ubayd  The period of thewr activities covers practically the
reign of Cahiph Hisham and his Umayad successors, s e, the years 105-131
(123-48)  See the Encyelopacdia of {slam (London 1933), Vol 1II, pp 787-88

sM AlFazl,op e, p 14

7 Tazhirah, pp 2, 6, 19

19
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form an important subject of discussion s the Tazlarah wheran
he laments and sheds tears on the down trodden Mushm millions
under vn Isfarc rule  He holds Mullas responnible 28 also for
the degeneration of the Mushms who were hell bound worthy of
disgrace and wsult * Tiungs are judged from theie minnsic value
but Mashnqi judges them from the pont of view of power and
strength  This leads lum to matenabsm and he counts everything
n terms of matter

Since through the foree of religion Mashriq) wishes to trans
form the thinking of Mushms he discusses it thoroughly To
diseuss religion he starts with Evolution  The Islamic concept of
Cvolution s the transformation of potentiality mto actuality
Mavlana Rum (1207-127%)  Ibn Kholdun (1332-1406) Shah
Walullzh (1703-1765) and Sic Savyrd Ahmad Rhan (1817-1898)
all believe 1n T'volution and hold that man came into exsstence as
a result of a long process of development ®  But Mashuiqi does not
believe 1n this notion of Evolution  He believes in the Darwins
theory of evolution which 13 based on the wdea of the survival of
the fittest through a struggle for eustence® Natusally the plan
Mnshnqi drew up for the Rhaksar Movement was only to be
fulfiled vnder the Darwinian theory and not through the Istanuc
theory of Evolution

To nn orthodox religion connotes spintualism and well beng
of the other world But because Mashniqr does nof believe in
spirtualism he feels that reli ton means worldly power and stands
for worldly supertority and domunation 3 Such an interpretation
of religion 1s un Tstamuc  Tslam does not say that relizion 13 an
mstrument to gam Workl power and domisation| Power un
doubtedly came m the wake of Istam but this 18 not the sole pur
pose of a true religion  Tslam never stood for the conquest of the

¢ Introduct op p 16
For deta Is see Shan Muhtmmad Sw Sved Almad Khan A Political
Biogropls p 145 (Meenaksh: Prakashan Meerut 1969)
o Professor Al Fazl op elr p 237
t Tarkirah Arabic paet p 30
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world, though 1is followers took to it just after the death of the
Prophet Buf the motve behund these conquests was to carry the
message of the Propbet and God to distant strands through which
mankind may lead a contented life Wherever riches appear con-
ientment disappears and here comes the role of religion which
brings punfication of the soul The Prophet’s Iife has revealed that
He had no land, no worldly power and no wealth, and if was
through His sumpherfy and force of spiit that Islam achieved
distinction

To Mashaigl, rehgion 15 an important factor but he is not
willing to accept Islamic 1deology of the bygone centunes His
thesis of rehgon 1s otherwise  To him Angels, genn and Satan
are not to be believed 2 His mierpretation of some of the verses
of the Holy Quran is purely materialistic wiuch 1s the be-all and
end-alt of all us philosophy He talks of worship and devotion
m very high terms  But by devotion he does not mean only Salat
(prayer) and Fasting, but blind obedience to God’s commandments
which to Mashnigr are an ‘outward form of devotion’—devotion fo
the superior i the world ¢

Mashriqge also feels that God’s blessing 15 a palpable thmg but
it has nothing to do with spretualism  Lawful or unlawful things,
to im bave no concern with the spmitual life of a man which 18
somewhat non-existent  They are only connected with his sogsal
and worldly hfe ¥

Mashnqt 15 2 great admurcr of European socety To him
Europe’s materialism, philosophy, wreligrous views and forceful
ocenpation of others land are devotion, good deeds and prety He
15 so much_ overwhelined by the Europeamsation that their sins,
immorahity, injustice and hypocricy are all the best things tobe
followed 15

The rise of mdustrialization m Eurepe gave nse to a new

12 Tazkirah, Introduction, pp 18, 19
¥ Ihd , Urdu part, p 215

o fput ,p 2L7

3 Professor Al-Fazl, op cit , p23
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approach to hif¢ i which spirstuahsm was undone The atutud.
of the people widened the gulf between the Church and Science
Asceticism practised by the Chnstian  monks was nlso one of the
factors for ims goif  But what did Europe get after rejecting the
religious dogma ? It got the matenalistic way of life herusy and a
ety conception of nationahty which has marred the peace of
Europe But Mashniqu 15 not concerned with s consequences
To him even spritualism  if there 1s any should result m worldly
supremacy and domination and to achitve 2 worldly goal the only
path according to him s a socal programme®® It s through
struggle and constant endeavour that a social programm  can be
accomplished

Not being humself a firm belicver of the Great Book s sdeas
about God s umty (Tawhaid} Hell and Paradiss and the Day of
Judpement are quite different from those of Islam  Deyiation from
the teaching of the Quran 1 hetesy but Mashniqr does not care for
it and us interpretation conforms to the hesetic rdeas To hum
Paradise and Hell are misnomers  To sny that a believer would
go {o Puaradisc and non beliver to Hell s not a reasonable
argument ¥ According to Mashnigqr Paradise 15 on earth fora
ruling nation and hikewise Hell 15 on earth for the poor and sub-
Jugated one  He th refore 1s not a belicver of a life which begins
hercafter and which s the result of man s virtutous or smaful deeds
Very closely to this s the fath on the Day of Judgement on which
rests the whole structure of Jslamic life ¥*

According to the Holy Bookh God would end the world on g
certan stage  Actions and deeds of man will be judged by the
Alnnghty and rewards and pumshment would be given accordingly
Then God will create another world and this will be the beminming
of a new society I This onc should note 1s essential for making
man moral and gocd  Bot Mashriqr has nothing to do with such

3 Fazkirah Urdu Part pp 217 219
Professor Al Fazt op elt pp 20 21

s fhid p 21

thid p 2.
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an gbstract concept Heis a praclical man and his criterion of
piety 15 not good performance or in following the Imes showed by
the Prophet and God, but the number of forces and ships, better
armiament and fighting machines and explosives To hum ‘you are
prous and praiseworthy if you have usurped a kingdom  You are
true Mushms if you have strong defences, You are true believers
10 Islam if you have spread your armies over land and sea **
In accordance with his new seligious ideology he discards the
five articles of the farth taught by the Prophet These are
{1} Belef i the Unity of God
() Behef 1n the siniessuess of God
{1} Belwef 1n the Books of God
{iw) Behef 1n the Propheis of God
() Belief m the Day of Judgement
Contrary to the above be introduces ten articles of faith coined
by himself They are
{) Unity of action
() Unity of nation
() Obedience to a ruler from amongst you
(v) Jihad agatast the enemies with wezlth
(v} Jhad with sword and persons
{vz) Travels to foreign conntries
{wmi) Perseverance and constancy mn endeavour
{raz) Nobshity of Character
{n) Acquistion of Science and learming
{r) Behel m the World to come 2
He also lays down some other things which are contrary
to the baswe teachungs of Islam  For mstance, he feels that
matenalism s the only means dearcr to God | religious 1nstitutions
and rituals are not necessary and Islam 18 nasrow because of 1its
mstitutions 2 He wants to reduce religion to precise science hike

t Tazkirah, (Arabic part), pp 8, 25, 38, 44, Cf | the Doctrne of Aggran-
disement of Machavelh

% Tazharah, {Arabic part), pp 56-80

22 Jd , (Arabic part), pp 31, 58
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Mathematics and Metaphysics 3

Why does be take such am atttude of religron and seience 7
He firmly holds that rehgion as inferpreted by Moulavt and Mullas
1s no rehgion atall  In lus pamphlets he rebukes the Moulaw
who to lum was the man responsible for the degencration of
Islam Commenting on the role of the Moulavi he says It 13
wrong for hum (Moulav) to wear arms It 18 wrong for
lhim to forget the military lhife of Islam 1t s wrong on his
part to set his face against the gonl of domination and sovereignty
with s bram which has become stunted and cannot think of far
reaching results he cannot bunld the magnificient dome of domma
tion and sovercignty on these five pillars (Namnz Roozah Zakat
Hay and kalimak) He bas forgotten that the purpose ofthe
pillars 1s always to support the roof over them Now these
five pillars of Islam are mere prllars and are but remnants of an ofd
difapidated bulding -4

He wants a new structure of Mushm Soci ty reecting the old
dogma He feels and to a certain exient nightly that much harm
has been don~ to Islam by Mullahs through wrong nferpretation
presenting baseless notions and antroducsng them o religion  To
him Islam only means a life of domunation 3 He feels that the
Mushms of bygone davs could not have conguered even a small
fort had they not in them the quahtes of a soldier  Thus soldierly
fife was an essential factor sn the hile of a Musalman #®  In Islam
according to Mashriqi umplicit obedience as a duty 13 due to that
Mouslimt ruler alone who has the sword of the inheritance of the
worldn hus hand {re rules the world with his sword) Itss
ndiculous to offer obed: nee to Moulavis who do not know how

S thid Urdupust p 2

s Aoulavl Ra Ghalat Ma hab pp 8 9 In hs Q of | laysal also (p 3)
Mashnq condemns the Moulavis  There: he says “The way 88 1t 13 shown by
the Moulawt today Is wrong. The Khaksar st out to wipe out this wrong reli
glon from the face of the earth and establish agata in its place the Islam of the
Prophet

88 Mashe g1 Islam Af Askarl Z rdogt p 3

id pp 4 6
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to handle the sword *%*

He comcides Islae wath smulitary kfe and if he nas i stock to
present anything it 1s the kife of a soldier so that one may become
a true Muslim 2 “We are making,’ he saud, ‘through military life
the whole nationt 4 fightig nation "¢

Thus whatever he was doing, hig mtention was to buiidup 2
fighting force through the mstrument of religion which was the
only weapon that could inspire the Musalmans of India

S Ibd,p 13
=8 Mashriqy, Moulav: Ko Ghalas Mazhab, p 14
% Mnd ,p 15
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CHAPTER ItI

SHAHIDGANJ MOSQUE LAHORE

Tug KIARSARS CAML to hmelight from the Shahidgan) Mosque
dispute between the Sikhs and the Musalmans ¥ 2
Shahidgan ss a small locality 1n Lahore where the land gnd
buldding of a mosque had been in the possesston of the Sikhs for
about a contury by the decision of a court of law  In 1935a
rumour got currency that the Sihbs were prepariag to demolish
the building It turned out to be true wheén a portion of the
building was actually pulled down by the Sihhs This led to serious
diturbances in Lahore and then communal tempo spread all over
the Punjab  Efforts were made by the Musalmans to get back the
mosque by physical force and the police had (o open fire to save
the situation  The Mushims took the case 1o the court but before
the court could make a deasion the Ahrags® starfed an agitation
and demanded the delivery of the Mosque to the Mushms  Soaked
mn religious sentirents they decided to violate the faw and actually
marched to the mosque in defiance of the Governors orders By
the end of January 1938 200 Ahrar svolunteers were arrcsted of
whom 158 were clamped tnyul® The court deciston was again i
favour of the Sikhs and it fanned the fire Thousands of voluntuers
from Deltt and North West Frontier Provioce flocked fo the

1 A party of Muslim Nationalists form d in 1930 worked side by side
sith the Congress in the Civil Disobedience movement in 1930-32  For more
detants see the next chapter

t Ram Gopal Indian Mushms p 280
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Punjnb to offer resistance, and the number of arrests rose io
10003

A new device was thought of Malik Barkat Al:, a member of
the Assembly, who prepared a Bdl ‘o apply the Mushm law with
reirospective  effect to all burldings which had ever bren
mosgues *  The Sikhs sought the Governor's protection, who, m
exercise of his discretionary powers refused the introduction of the
Bilf 5 In the press thus action of the Sikhs was not favourably treated
and received a chorus of vehement condemnation from all sides ¢

With the failure of the Ahrars to gain anythmg substantial, the
Kbaksars took the sceptre, organmsed a cvil disobedience move-
ment and prepared themselves to face the calamities stubbornly?
Maula Bakhsh took the lead, and the Badshabi Mosgue was made
the base for operation  After prayer meetimgs were held and the
Jathas were sent 1o Shahidgan) Mosque to say their prayersin the
mosque and thus to keep the agitation alive and st feelings of
exciiement agamst the Goveroment Masla Balbsh confined
himself within the four walls of the Badshahi Mosgue and derected
the campaign  The police enfered the mosgue, arrested Maula
Balhsh, presented him before the court which ordered him to sign
a bond for good behaviour for & year or go to prison o case of s
fmlure to dose  As a clever man he signed the bond but agam
appeared 1n the Badshaht mosque a few hours later and restarted
the campaign

When on the previous occasion the police caught hold of
Maula Bakhsh, he was detamed at the police station for a night

3 thd +Ahracs wete also arrested because of therr atistude towards the
cxpected World War Il Maplana Muhammad [smait Labih, dictator Melis-i-
Ahrar 1o a telegram to Gapdiny, Azad, Rajendra Prasadand Pt Nehru assured
ther best co.operation to Congress i the natronal movement * Sce the Bombay
Chromele Octaber 10, 1938

¢ Ram Gopal, op i, p 280

S 1bid , p 28l

, ¢ The Bombay Chromecle, 1 its editotial ‘The Shahiwgany Trouble!

March 18, 193¢ called the actron of the Sikhs as *a definutely unmpatnotic act

and extremely objectrionable from the pot of view of national interests *
* Home Depattment, Pol F No 4/3{37
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before brsng produced before a court In the mean time 4 successor
m the person of Yusub Husayan had been appomted  On the
releasc of Maula Bakhsh there appeared two leaders who con
tinued to form the jathas to go to Shaludgany Mosque In the
Friday prayer Yusub Husayn made a violent speech aganst the
police and the Punjab Government and atiempted to arouse the
Juma mob estimated at about 20 000 agamst the police outside the
mosque  Every time the entry of the police was apprehended
Therefore the Badshahi Mosque was kept packed up every moment
fo face any emergency Police officials also in view of strong
excitement did not deem 1t advisable to enter the mosque to carry
out the arrest of Mauls Bakhsh and Yusub Husayn Even
dunag the mght the strength of the supporfers of the two wanted
men did not decline and fresh entrants continued pounng 1nto the
mosque The police avoiding entry into the mosque encountered
the jathas outside the Shahidgany Mosque However the two men
were not ignored the delay in arfest was a matter of expedrency

Day after day the resentment and cxcitement of both the
parlics was mounting  The police finding no allernative forced
sts entry into the mosque faced Ferocious resslance and finally
succeeded i arresting the two men ®

To contmue the amtation and challenge the forces of police
which had entered the mosque a new man appeared on the terrace
of th~ Badshahi Mosque He was Inayatullah hhan Mashnqt
who assttmed the role of n dictator Like the two men arrested
he also stayed 1n the mosque cxhorted the assembly to do and dic
for religton and God and despatched jathas To the existing
demand 1n conncction with the Shahidgan). Mosque Mashrigs
further added another—the release of posoners who had been
convicted and an enquiry into the conduct of the polce

Unlike the two former agitators Mashng: was a man of

* The above details have been taken from a sceret letier of the Govern
ment of the Punab to the Hon ble Sir Henry Cratk  Member of the Viecroy 2
Ixccufne Counct) dated Fcbruary 8 1936 Home Depaciment ' No
513{1936 (Polwcal} pp 7 i0
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rational atitude Besides using lus own wfluence, he sent a tele-
gram to Mc M A Jinnah, acquamting him with the real state of
affarrs and requesting him to come to Lahore to give the Musalmans
the right lead 1n connectson with the Shahidgay) agtation  Some
ruschief-mongers had misimformed Jinnah about Lahore affaurs
Therefors Mr M L Gauba left for Delhu to 1aterview Jinstah and
to apprise hum of the actual facts  The mosque was stended for
prayers Now it had become a centre of great activities round the
clack The meeting also decided that after the Shahidgan) agitation
was over they would start another campaign demanding that all
shrines, mosques and estates attached to any snstitution should be
placed under a managing commitiee consisting of Mashniqs, M L
Gauba,YusubHusayn,Maula Bakhsh and othier smitable young raen ?

Ganba’s contact with Jinnah at Deliu and tus intended wisit
to Lahore embarrassed the Punjeb Government which wrote to
Sir Henry Craik fo call on Jinnah on s own and explam the
correct position to hium ~ As advised, Sir Craik, explamed to lum
the fact and figure and wrote {o the Governor of the Pumab that
‘he will mswst as an essenhal condition on the complete abandon-
ment of violent or nnconstitutional methods and on the mamte-
nance of law and order '

In view of the serious condition Iinnah proceeded to Lahore,
started negottations and demanded that the Government must set
free ail prisoners arrested for Shalidgany agitation to soften the
Mushin atutude for a reasonable settlement The Government
accepted the demand and the Mushms, on Jinmah’s wmtative,
abandoned the avil disobedience movement and the province, agamn
attmned normaley ¥ A rousung reception. was given to Juanah m

¢ Letter of the Government of the Panyb dated February 17, 1936 to Sic
Henry Craik, Home Depariment F No 5/3/1936, Po}, pp 1820 The pre-
sent author also sought nterview with Mr M L Gauba at Delln who also
furmshed above details

1 Confidential letter of Sir Henry Craik to Sir Herbert Emerson,
Govergor of the Punjab, dated February 19, 1936, Home Departmant F No
5311936, pp 25-30

12 Matiobot Hasan Sawd, Mokanunad Al Jenah, p 238
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the Badshal: Mosque where 2ddressing o huge congregation he
saud  While we are not going to give up our claim for Shahidgan
Mosque we are going to make every cffort for an honourable
understanding with the smister community We shall seek al
remedies by means of constitutionat and peacefil methods & A
Shaludgan) Conc:ihation Commuftee consisting of both the com
mumties was appointed and Jinnah having salisfied hsmself that
the peaceful atmosphere had reappeared left for Delln  fn n press
statement he sald  This is not a dispute between two individuals
but between two great communities and 1t must take some time to
ascertain the general wishes of the people 2 The same mghtin a
dinner the Governor of the Punjab paid a glowing tnbutc to the
perce efforts of Jumah and sad

I am greatly indebted to the efforts of Mr Jinnah for this
improvement and T wish to pay an unqualificd tribute to the work
he has done and is domg  Mr Jinnsh succeeded in his first tash
namely bringine the Mushim agitation to strictly constitutional and
legal ines and thus made 1t possible for the Gosernment to take
action for which they had been swaiting an opportumty  There
remained the second part of his task It 1s no secret that so far
hius eiforts hive not been crowmned with success  but this does not
mean that they have fmled His efforts continuc and in several
respects they are being carried on n conditions fitr more favourable
than when they began

Allama Mashniqr agunst whom s warrant of arrest had been
issued could not be arrested in the Badshaln Mosque partly
because of the presence of 4 multitude and partly because of the
Governnient s deliberate intention of reframing from it to save the
situation  After Jinnah s Intervention the warrant of arrest against
him was withdrawn and Mashnigq: became the most sought afler
man in the Punjab His prestige rose high because he accomplished
what the Ahrars had faled to achicve

G Allama Q ald e A am Jinmah The Story of @ Natlon pp 253 54

3 thid
3 Matlubul Hasan Salyld op cft p 240
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CHAPTER IV

MADH-I-SAHABAH CONTROVERSY

Tae vear 1939 saw a dispule between the two most powerful
sections of the Musalmans—Shweh and Suan—over what the
Sunms cailed ther mght to recite Madh-rSahabah 1n United
Provinces, particularly m Locknow The confroversy started as
far back as 1906 *

The Shiabs held that the three Khalifas, who mmmediately
succeeded the Prophet were nsurpers, commutted acts of fyranny
and oppression against Hazrat Ali (the Jast Khalifa) and fus wife,
Hazrat Fatunah, (the daughter of the Prophet) and thewr polhcy led
to the tragic massacre of Hazrat Husayn {son of Hazrat Al and
Hazrat Fatimah} at Karbala This martyrdom 1s mourned by
Shiahs durmg the days of Muharram The Sunnis, on the contrary,
behieve that she first three Khalifas were the rightfuol successors and
held them in great esteem for their matchiess qualitics 2

Madh and Sahabah are Persyan words meaning prase of the
compamions of the Prophet About 1906 disputes between the

1 Note by Director, Information Burean on Lucknow Shuah-Sunns con.
traversy about Madh 1-Sahabal:  Sue Records of the Home Depariment File
Neo 5/632, Pol

Chaudbkry Khaliquzzamaa in kis Pathwap to Pakisian (p 149), mentions
1903 as the year for the starting of differences between the two  He says that
thic differences assumed agute shape i 1903 when the Suanis were obliged to
have o separate Karbala

® Chaudhry Khaliquzzaman, op et p 149
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Shiahs and Suanis arose 1 Lucknow on the Muharram day
when the Sunnis recited verses m pruse of the first four Khalifas
According to Sunms the first four Khalifas were the nizhtful
successors of the Prophet and to chant verses m their prasse and
appreciation was a duty of every Musalman  They took ouf pro-
cessions on the day of Chehlum with long bannered pol s known
as Charyans Jhanda The Shiah retalated In response fo
Madh 1 Sahabah they started reciting Tabbarrah thatis cursc onthe
first three Xhalifas mahigning them for their successton and praismg
Firoz an assassm of one of the three Khalffas  This was nota
healthy sien The processions of Shiahs and Sunms sang the pramses
of their respective heroes and colided  The years 1906 to 1908
were ¢ troublous period in the history of the Unsted Provinces when
serious nioting took place between these two sections causing
death of a number of them ® The deplorable situation necded an
mqey commussion to find outa solution A commttee was
appomted 1n October 1908 under the Charrmanship of Mr Justice
Pigeott & High Court Judge to examine occurrences of the previous
years and whether there had been any alteration in the privileges
of each sect  to ascertain whether any custom which 18 not an
innovation 13 nevertheless caleulated to annoy any other sect and
to give its recommendation for futnre guidance ¢

The commttee studied the stuation  exammed witnesses and
made a report on December 7 1908 Its recommendation sard
that on the days of Ashrih Chehlum and 21st Ramazan no poems
or verses or other forms of words asserting the praises or purport
g to be i honour of the Khalfas Abu Bakr Umar and Usman
may be sung chanted or recited by any person along the route of
any Tazya or other Muhammadan procession or in the hearing of
any such procession or by any assembly or 1n any public place *

Home D pariment F No §/6/39 Pol

Confidential DG No 938 CX Naimtal September 7 1936 fo
M M G Haliett Os1 CIB ICS  Secretary to Government of India Home
Department Simla (Home D partment F No 157336 Polilical)

 fbid
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The Goverament accepted the recommendation for the prohibition
af Madh-+-Sahabsah on the above mentioned days but was reluctant
to ssue a pronouncement that the public recitation of Madb--
Sahabah at all times and under any circumstances was 2 provoca-
tion and an offence agamst public safety Truly speakung, the
authorifies beheved that there should be no general prohsbition of
utterances of verses m praise of their Khalfas, and therefore they
refrained from giving any propsouncement except for Ashrah,
Chehlum and 21st Ramazan  Swnce the recitation of Madh-a-
Sahabah was prolubited for three days in a year, the Shizhs thought
that they had sccured their object ©

Till 1935 there was a full in the Shiab-Sunm dispute on the
Madh--Sahabah and Tabbarrah ssues Butin 1935 the controversy
agam came to the fore The Sunms considered the restriction on
the recitation of Madh-1-Szhabah an mfringement of therr right
On the day of Chehlum 1z 1935 the Sunnis defied the order and
recited Madh--Sahabah  An Al-India Madh-1-Sahabah Day was
celebrated and a complete hartal observed? The year 1936
witnessed a stronger Susnni movement Buf there was a split among
the Summs themselves on the question of the means to be followed
for the attainment of the sanction for Madh-1-Sahabah A section
of the Sunms formed the so-called constifutional party whose aim
was 10 present before the Government ther demands in regargd to
the recitation of Madh-1-Sahabah in public The other section
consisted of the Ahrars who did not believe m constitutional
methods and wanted to take out processtons with pubhc recifal of
Madh-1-Sahabah on eyery Friday from the Tila Mosque  Tlus led
to rwotngs and disturbances® The need for'a commssion was
agan felt by the Government Therefore 1t apposmted & committee
known as the Allsop Commuttee which, while accepting the right of
the Sunnis to recite the Madh-1-Sahabah, did not allow them recita-
tion m Lucknow m view of the grave situation prevailig there

8 Home Department, F No 5/5/36, Pol

7 Home Department, F No 5/6 139, Pol
¢ Home Department, F No 15/5736, Pol
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In 1938 the report of the Alisop Commuttee was publshed which
did not satisfy the Sunms  They resorfed to o cvil disobedience
movement  In the beginming of 1939 thewr movement met with a
considerable success  Large numbers of Sunmis from Luchnow
were arrested and batches of Sunmis from the adpining districts
and provinces started pounng into Lucknow ® Inall 378 persons
were arrested for publicly reciting the Madh ¢ Sahabah i contra
ventron of the prohibutory order

A huge me ting was held in Tila Mosque after the Friday
prayers It was atlended among others by Maulans Husayn
Ahmad Muhammad Sapad and Amir Sharat Bihar  Maulina
Husayn Ahmad in his speech sard that no power on earth could
detract them from the goal 3t was an all India Movement now *
With the passaee of time the restlessness and resentment of the
Sunms was on the werease  The agitation after a short time got
bevond contral A Sunm mob enfered the Council House dis
turbed the Minssters  an i threw away files from the table The
mob was so furious that help of the policc was sought ‘This alaemed
tie Government  The Governor rased the question at a meeting
of the Councif of Mimnsters on March 22 1939 and there was
discussion between the Minsters and the Jeading Sunmis  The
solution they arrived 4t was that the Sunnis would be gwven an
opportunty to recite the Madh 1 Sahababh at a public meeting  nd
It @ procession every year on the Barnhiwafat day with the condl
tion that the fime place and route would be fixed by the district
authorities An official communique was ssied but it admimstered
an_overwhelming blow to the Shiahs  They did not lag behind
and hike the Sunnis started a'civil disobedience movement  They
argued that the reports of the previous two commttecs (1908 ond
1939) had upheld thesr view point and the permission for the
Mnadh s Sahabah now accorded was contrary to the reports Large
numbers of Shiahs of resoectable families courted arrest and can
vassed that jf the Madh 1 Sahabah was actually recited pardah

The Hinde Marck23 1939 Madh {-Sthabah Agttation
v ¥i# B mbay Clronlcle March 18 1939

34



MADH-I-SABABAH CONTROVERSY

nashin Iadies would march on the streets with Tabarrah on therr
bips and would offer themselves for arrest The Shuah civil dis-
obedience was no less enfhusiastic than ifs Sunm counterpart The
Director of the Information Burean, while reporting the case on
Shrah-Sunm controversy rightly said that sthe sanction of the
Madh-1-Sahabah has set up among the Shiahs condthions of intense
emotional hysteria "2t

The Khaksars could not tolerate the friction between the two
powerful secions of the Musalmans, and naturally wmterruapted
Allama Mashriq: who was anxious to bring about an honourable
settlement announced that he would issue ‘very serious orders’ to
2000 Khaksars and 800 Janbazs to take effectrve measuresif the
two sections did not come to terms within a month2® In g tele-
gram to the Government of the Umied Provinees, Mashriqt sd that
he had ssued orders to 3000 Khaksars to effect a seitlement of the
Madh--Sahabah guestion at Lucknow ¥ Janbazs were asked to
be ready to proceed to Lucknow while the Khaksars held rathes ali
over the Punjab  Later the decision for the Janbazs was dropped
but the Khaksar volunteers in the Punjab were asked to check the
Shiah Jathas of Punjab from proceeding to Lucknow They tried
thetr best to dissuade the Shinhs who had assembled at Lahore and
Amritsar Raillway stations to proceed to Luchnow, but farfed

Unsunccessful to stop the Shigh movement, Mashriqi announced
s intention to go to Lucknow and actually reached there on
August 23, 1939, and called on the munsters of the UP Govern-
ment The Khalsar organ Al-Isleh also pleaded vehemently m
its columns for a compromuse ** As a result of all this the situation

1t gome Department, ¥ No 5/6/39, Pol Note by DIB on Lucknow
Shiah-Sanni controversy abouwt Madh.1-Sahabah

2 Wotes on the Khaksar Movement {Secret), Home Depariment, F No
7Af1140, Pot (Secuon A), p 105 (I7)

# The onginal telegram was tins, ‘Orders 3000 Khalsars ssung, foraible
seftiement Luchnow  dispule Ready cooperation Government provided
reasonable conditions acceptable  Shia Sunnt offered  Please wnite mntention *
See Phalips Tatbot, op cut, p 127

1 Home Departmiens, F No 74/§/40, Pol (Section I}, p 105 (18)

1 Ihd

33



KiTJAKSAR MOVEMENT IN INDIA

turned in favour of the Khaksar programme  The Shials suspend

ed the ant; Mzdh 1 Sahabah agitation untit a definite result came
out of the negotiation between the parties mvolved  Mashnigs
claimed that ke had succeeded n secumng the suspension of the
Shiah agtation and commumicated to the Rhaksar headquarters i
the Punjab to prevent volunteers from commg to Lucknow Bot it
was too late and by the ime the order reached them a number of
Khaksars had already entered Luchnow in accordance with the final
orders published 10 an 1ssue of the A! Islah of August 25 19391
The volunteers came nto clash with the p ople and the authon

ties 1n Lucknow violated law and order and disturbed the peace

Apprehending more trouble the authonties took security measuns
agamst Mashrigi and hus volunteers and arrested them on Septem

ber 1 under Section 107 Cr PC But Mashniqu secured his release
the next day after furaishing an undertaking not 1o return to
Lucknow for 1 period of one year  He left for Lahore the same
diy with a number of Khaksars ¥  This episode lowered the
prestige of the Khaksars The Ahrars and other vival groups
made fun of Mashniqis unquahfied apology And there were
skirmshes between the Rhaksars and Akrars '

Now who were the Ahrars 7 The Ahrars {irst appearing
at the annual session of the Congress in 1939 at the instance of
Maylana Azad were a body of what wete colled nationalkst

¢ b1t

t Home Depastment ¥ No 74 140 Pol (Scction ¥) p 105 (i%) The
undertaking wes wrtten by Mashrigi and presented to the jail offcers In the
pre.ence of Kban Babadur Hafiz Almad Husayn a member of the Legusiative
Council The undertaking tuns as foltor §

Jherchy g ve #n undectaking that £r & year after the date of the with
drawal of the notice under gection 107 1 will nenther enter the United Provinces
nor p rut or ord 1 batches of the hhaksars from any other provinee to enter
the Umted Provinces  Khaksars of the Unsted Provinces will be Instructed not
1o Interfere 1 the Lucknow Shia-Sunn dispute 1 give th s fetter to the Chiel
Sccratary to the Government fpr s assurance  S& Insyatullah

See Phulips Talbot op ¢t p 187

Home Deparim nt P No 1 0/32 Pol p 14

See Telegram R No  «$54-CX dated {recd) September 1 1939 from
Chef Secrctary UP fo Government of India and all Provinciel Governments
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Muslims  Therr orgamisation came fo be known as Majlis--Ahrar
with Attaullah Shah Buhharn as its President * To worh for the
attatnment of freedom, cooperation with other commusities and
to combat communalism were some of 1ts objects 2 The Majlis
was pro-Congress through and through, and followed its foot-steps
in aft walks of ife  As stated in the last chapter when a Sikh-
Muslim dispuie on the question of the demolition of 2 mosgue m
Shahidgany, Lahore, occurred, the Ahrars faled to give any matersal
support to the Shahidgan) agitation Mashnig:r was not slow to
seize this opportunity and made the most of it to put fresh wigour
mte s agitabon  Consequently the Khaksar Movement again
gained momentum throughout the Pumab  This worsenad therr
relations  Since the Ahrars were pro-Congress which favoured
the Madh--Sahabah agitation, the Ahrar sided with it and joined
the agitation The Khaksars were not against Madh-1-Sahabah
but they did not want a spht, they desired to bring about an
amicable settlement between the Sunni and Shizh It was due to
this that when Mashnqga secured has condstional release, the Ahrars
hooted hum to avenge the wrong done to them 1 1935 21 Mashrig:
dented having offered an apology, and to convince the people of
ins statement, he agam came to Lucknow on September 12 m
contravenfion of the assurances given by lim to the UP Govern-
ment The Government arrested hum ard put hum m jaid for one
month 2  The news of the arrest was received in Khaksar circles
i the Punjab with great resentment, and thousands of Khaksars
took the trains from the Pagjab to Lucknow to rescue their Allama
The commander of the Xhaksars in a statement said that o theevent
of a conflict with the UP Government, about, 25,000 Khaksars
would be sent to Lucknow from the Pumab *® Jagadhar, 1n Ambala

® Aziz al-Rahman Jamat Ludhianvi, Raws-al-Alrar Munlana Habik al-
Ralman Ludinanve aur Headustan b Jeng-r-dzadt, p 144

%0 The Tribune, March, 28, 1939

21 Home Pepartment, F No 74/1/40 Pol, (Section A} and F No
5{3/1936 Pol

22 Ihd

23 The Bowbay Chromcle, September 2, 1939
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distict was made a base for operalions agamst the UP
Goverpment

And indeed within a féw days of the 1rrest of Allama Mash
figi thousands of khaksars assembled tn Lucknow started a cwil
disobedience campaign and defined the orders under section 144
Cr PC  With the entry of the ex soldiers from the Punab and
N WFP who combated the police and caunsed casulities to both
sides the situation d tenorated It becam  more alarming when
promnent merbers of the UP Mushim Leagus justiffied the action
of the Khaksars and cond mned the Congress mwnistey of the
Untted Provinces for its attempt to crush cival liberties by mhuman
methods -t The Khaksar orgin Al Islak in s 1ssue of Qctober
6 1939 again appealed to the Khaksars all over India to march
wmnto UP to secutre the release of Mashriqr The appeal was respond
ed toin different quarters with great enthusiasm and the Rhhaksar
influx mto UP became a common feature of the day  They would
not buy railway tickets and « hen checked assaulted the Railway
offi 1als and the police By October 8 3000 Khaksars from the
Punjab and N WFP had crossed the provinctal boundanes and
assembled in Bulandshalir  They resisted the police which was
conung to arrest them  The inevitable result was police fining
kitling 6 and wounding 14 of them

The pohee finng on the Khaksars jn Bulandshahe cansed
considerable consternation sn the Punjab  There was widespread
resestment and many papers and orgamsations expressed thoir
sympathy with the Khaksars  The corpses of six hhaksars were
motored fo the Punjab ant tremendous condolence and heartest
teibute was paid to the martyrs all over the provinee ¢ They won
so much goodwill of the people that many newspapers and organt
sations previously hostile to the Rhaksars expressed theyr profound

BUACHINENE 10 them and condlemned The uP Tovermmert T
Mushm RNW assocrated with the hhaksars and condeained
3 Ylome Dopattment ¥ No' 74,1440 Pol (Sectdon ) p (05 (20

N The Bombay Chrogicle Seplember o3 26 1939
Home Deparimen! RNo 411740 Pol (SectionI) p 105 (20)
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the Congress mumstry of the Eymted Provinces for playmg 2
game of dwiding the Shaahs and Sunms on the questions of Madh-
-Sahabah and Tabatrah 7 In a telegram of 372 words to the
Viceroy Mashriqr explained hus (deas as follows

‘My mmprisonment and that of hendreds of promment
Khaksars by the Umfed Provinces Government and their 1ntenfion
to crush the Khaksar Movement need not detain me further from
announcing our attitude towards the war I consider bargaming
even with an enemy m {rouble mean and uamaaly Moslem
character forbids it Islam prohubited double dealing  England
15 now engaged 1n struggle mvolving hfe aund death ard most
certarnly India’s future also  Bamia mentality at thus crisis i
unworthy of a great peopie lihe the Musalmans and we must help
England frankly of we want to make her friendship reat and sincere
Butier experience of Congress Mumstries for the last three years has
taught all ryots to know that the British were the much Defter
rulers Moslems, 1f they want to escape annshilabion, must decide
now not to be ruled by majority at all costs We must prove fo
the British again that we Musalmans are the actual defenders of
India and thesefore, we, above all, have natural, also inhersary,
night to control 1 BLODD AND RULE HAVE ALWAYS GONT TOGETHIR
IN ALL HISTORY

1 doubt )f the Indian National Congress can supply a smgle
soldser for the defence of India anywhere Any posmg, therefore,
by a party that cannot deliver goods s ndiculous and preposter-
ous Only Khaksars all over Indsa, who have rendered seffloss
and practical social service irrespective of caste or creed for past
nwe years, ¢an claim playing garme of bloed at this moment Or
agam the Punjab Premrer can gve real aid for defence of country
I have thought over the problem and have closely exammed all
real, false and conditional offers 1 hereby declare that within
fhree months of this announcement I shall be able to place at
the disposal of Your Exceliency thuty thousand well dnlled and
best-disciphned  Khaksar soldiers afler muameum mibifary traming
for internal mbtary defence of Indm, ten ihousand for Police pur-

¥ Home Department, F No 74/1/40, Pol (Sectron I}, p 105 (20)
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poses for mamtarming internal peace and another ten thousand
of the very best quality for help of Turkey our ally sf need be
for fight on European sol  Government has only to test us
order to prove Khaksar s fidehty to Motherland to the last drop of
his blood I request widest publicity of this declaration as I am
m prison -#

Negotrations betweun the Government and the admnrers of
Mashnqi and his movement were gowng on and as a result thereof
he was released from Lucknow Jad on October 14 1939 He
reached Lahore three days later

How far the Congress League tussle played a part in this
controversy 15 also a factor of no small sigmificance  The report of
the Director of the Information Bureau and the other leading Lea
guers held the Congress mimstry of the United Provinces responsible
for ths fracas Accerding to the former the controyersy was dehbe-
rately encouraged by the Congress in order to split the Mushms
Manlana Husayn Ahmad Madaor and the Ahrars were the Cong
ress stooges receiving money from the organisation for therr deeds
and accentuated the trouble while the Sunnis were pushed by one
hand the Shuahs were recerved by the other A split was natural
and the Mushim polifical movement on the whole apparently
weahened °

Chaudhri Khaliq uz Zaman from this personal experieace
makes the same observation  According to lum the Government
had permitted the Sunm Madh 1 Sahabah procession a nght that
they did not enjoy previously He tried to persuade the Sunm
leader Shah Muhammad Usmam to drop this prsvilege but having
secured a moht st was difficult to surrender - Maulana Zafar ul
Mulk another Sunmi kader was even prepared to allow the
Shiahs to take out o procession of Qadh i Sahabah (cntiusm of
Sahabah) and the Copgress mimustry was willing to give this nght

s Protest from Insyatullah Mashrigl from Central Jail Lucknow
Oclober 4 1939 Home Depasiment F WNo 74/6/41 Pol (f) pp 5-6
* Note by the DIB on Lucknow Shiah-Sunai controversy gbout Madh {

Sahabah Home D-partment F No 5/6/3? Pol pp 4 5
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to Shiahs When Jawahadal Nehru ashed Khalig-uz-Zaman
What was his opimon about Qadh-1-Sahabah, he replied that the
allowing of Madh-:-Sahabah was a mustake on the part of the
nunastry and to give the nght of Qadh-1-Sahabah to the Shiahs
would be a blunder It meant that the Congress wanted a division
between the two great sections  Ultmoately Maulana Azad mter-
vened and with the help of Khahg-uz-Zaman, called a meeting
of Shiah and Sunm Leaders in the Counci House {(Lucknow)
His best efforts were not favourably taken by the Sunm Ulama and
they opposed um ‘It did not doubt,’ says Khalg-ue-Zaman,
‘that as far as the Maulana was concerned he was really very
sincere 1n s attempt, but a few Mushm Congressmen in the
Assembly for party considerations were secretly underminming what
Maulana Azad was dowg openly I could see from the tread of
therr taik at the meeting that they were quite out of tune with the
Maulana’s attempt However, some tentative decistons were reached
winch we were to discuss amongst oursclves Before the mesting
on the next day, as I feared, the whole confidential talk of the
meeting bad become public property Maulana Inayatullah of
Firangt Mahe! mformed me that a section of Congress Mushms
were playing a farce and were not for a settiement ™%

Dr Sir Ziya-ud-Din Ahmad 1o 4 Note on the Khaksar Move-
ment has also thrown some light on the iacident which goes to
prove that the Congress Government of UP were responsible for
preciptatmg sphit between the Shiahs and Sunnis  °I got so tired,’
he wrote, ‘that I spoketo Mr R Kidwar {Rafi Ahmad Kidwai),
the then acting Premier of UP, that he mught wnte dows Humself
the condittons of settlement we ‘would accept 1 toto  He dud
write out the terms but lus Congress colleagues refused fo ratify
them *%

So far as the Shiah-Sunmi controversy, 1o which the Congress

s Chaudtry Khahg-uz-Zaman, op cif . pp 212-16
5 Home Department, F No 6/5/39, Pol, Sec afso Mubammad Nomaag,
op ot ,p 378
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ministry have been charged with croating sphit betweun the two
sections of Mushm s concerned It can be said that whatever the
Congress nunustry did therr intention was not to create a spht
Want of admimstrauve expenence and pressure of the Congress
Sunni Ulama may be some of the reasons  There 1s conclusne
evidence that the pernussion to recite Madh 1 Sahabah was fuven
undet the pressure of Sunm Ulama  According to Rafi Ahmad
Kidwar the agitation had crossed all Iinuts and finding a chance a
Sunm mob entered the Counall House reproached the mumsters
strewn their papers and damaged the furniture  The mob was so
furious that polic  had to be callud to clear the hall @ The Govern
ment thus bowed down to the eroters It may be possible that some
Congressmen would not be willing to brnng about 2 rapproache
meat between the Shiahs and Sunnis  but only on this basis to
accuse the Congress ministry cannot be justified  While Madh
Sababah controversy was at its chmax Hayatulleh a Congressman
from Lucknow wrote to Dr Muhammad Ashraf the Congress
Secretary that thessue of Madh : Sahabah would obsfruct ther
meetmgs 10 one or two places  He was trying to avord it but
also ready to face 1t This also goes to prove that Congressmen
were not as much nterested n the Shiah Sunni dispute as was
propagated by the Leaguers 3

In 1939 Germany declared war on the Allies  The Congress
atlitude was sympathetic though #t refused cooperation  Dut when
the Brilwh Government declared war on behalf of India the
Congress munustry resigned  The new Goverament of the Umted
Provinces 1 view of emergency started negotiations with the
Khaksars and reached an agreement on November 4 ‘The
agrecment provided that all the h.haksars of other provinces would
feave the United Provinces and the Government would remove the
ban imposed bn the Khaksars and would releas those imprisoned
or under tnal In return the Khaksars agreed to obey all

¢ Chaudhry Khaliq uz Zaman op ¢t p I
S A JCC Popers ¥ Mo 48/1537
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orders for the mamtenance of peace® These conditions were
carred out immedsately by both the sides

The Khaksar voluntcers, when back home, received a rousing
ovation and thetr campagn m the United Provinces was hared
as a greal episode, enhancing the prestige of the orgamsation
The mflux of Khaksars in UP started with the Shah-Sunnt dis-
pute which brought them face to face with the Government
Though the Shiah-Sunm relations were still half-bridged, yet the
Khaksars emerged from this campasgn as champions of the Muslm
cause agamst the alleged pro-Hindu policy of the Congress
mmstry of the Unsted Provinces

0 The Bombay Chrowcle, October 16, 1939
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CHAPTER V

VOLUNTELR ORGANISATIONS A PROBLEM

In THE WARE of the national upsurge the formation of volunteer
organmsations ju the thirties hiad become fashion of the day The
Red Shirt Movement had suffered a temporaty sct back and the
Khaksars the Congress the League and the RSS volunteers had
become the most powerful orgamisations  The tughest numbers of
volunteers existed 1n the United Provinces where over 74 000 people
were estimated on the roll and fresh entry wason®  In Unsted
Provinces the number of Hindu and Mushm svolunteers belongng
to vanous political parties rose from 32 000 and 22000 in Apnl
1939 to 35 000 and 30 000 respretrvely n October 1939 Ta North
West Fronter Province the membership of the Mushm National
Guard and the Mushm lesgue volunteess roseto 10700 from
7750 In Bombay the strength of the Muslhim League volunteers
shot up to 2438 from 893 within six months  The figures of other
provioces were also not discouraging  ‘The extension of franchise
and cireulation of political hiterature resulting in mass awakening
ted to the mobihization of youth m volintary associanons all| fhe
more ®

Besides the Khaksars who were an eye sore to the Government
of India nd whose mubttary type dething umform and spade had
altracted Governm at aftention and who wiile parading m
thoroughfares of the Ponjab remnded one of the growih of pvate

3 Rome Department File No 74/140 Pol (1)
$ Ibid
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armies, many other volunteer orgamisations have cropped up  The
most promwnent among them were the Mahavie Dal, the Hindustan
Seva Dal, the Rashtriya Swayam-Sewak Sangh, the Kishan Sabha,
the Trade Union, the Desha Sewikas, the Hindustan Scouts
Association Dal, the Arya Yuwak Sangh, the Agm: Dal, the Ahears,
the Mushma Nattonal Guard, the Urdu Lashkar, the Muskm
League Volunteers, the Ittihad-i-Millat, the Congress Volunteers,
the Shakt: Dal and the Hanuman Prasarak Mandal

Bach of the above orgamsation had sts distmctive umform,
badge and flag and even landiords 1n UP and Bihar had recognised
the necessity of thewr different symbols Of the above, the Khaksars
carried Belchas, the Hindustan Scont Association and Arya Yuwak
Sangh provided themselves with fathis and knives, the Mahavir Dat
put on swords while the other associations earried sticks The
Khaksars, the Agni Dal and the Arya Yuwak Sangh were the only
organisations that paraded their volunteers in military fashion  Of
them the Khaksars Movement was late mn formung a volunteer
organisation but 1t had atfracted more attention and earned a name
as an efficient body of Muslim volunfeers  The Punjab, Notth-
West Frontrer Province, Kashmur, Sindh and several other states
bad come under their powerful spel} having a strength of 400,000
volunteers approximately The organisation was so well equipped
that its many-sided activities created suspicion and musapprelienston

¢ Out of the above volunteer orgamsations Mahavie Dal ciaimed to have
a strength of 50 000 volunteers and was mostly mn the Punjab and 1ts neighbour-
g provinces The Hindustan Sewak Dal had its hold on the Mahrashtra, UP
and CP It claimed to have 40,000 volunteers on its roli The RSS was
very powerful 1n UP and CP They had founded a Central Hindn Military
School at Nagpur, of which Dr B'§ Moonjey was General Secretary - (Sec
B § Moonyey Papers avaiablen the Nehru Moemorial Museum and Library
New Detlu~File 18/1934, 41) The Kisaa Sabhas were mostly found 1n Bihar,
UP and Bengal! The Trade Umons were active 1 Bombay, Caleuita, UP
etc  The Desha Sevikas were the association of young ladies wearmg coloured
sares and found renderng services in mectings  The Scouts were students
meant for first-ad tramnsng  Maghs-i-Ahcars fouaded tn 1929, was a2 Muslim
Nationalist assoctation  They were very small i number  The Congress and
the League Orgamsations were the most powerful among all and had thousands
of valunteers on roll
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50 much so that st was said to have been recerving forern ad to
over throw Bnitish Raj ¢
1t was a strange colncldence that Like India i England also !h‘e
British Government had been facing the same state of affairs m the
thurties and 1t adopted a preventive measure by passing the Public
Order Act 1 1936 to prevent the dissenunation of authorstrian
doctnines in the country The act prohiated the wenning of
umsforms in connection with the political objects and the mamte-
nance by the private persons of asso lation of military or similar
charactee 5 Et afso prohlbited the use and display of offenstve
weapons and even the use of threatening words at public places ®
But 1n India the application of an order on the model of the British
Public Order Act was out of questton because of the popular
mmstries that obstructed the passing of such laws in provinces
Nevertheless the arowing volunteer organisation  uncontrolled as
they were posed a formidable menace to faw and order and ne~ded
sinict vigilance on the part of the Government
in 1862 the Indian Volunteer Act was passed wlu h provided
that the Joyal subjects of His Majesty :f found fit by the Officer
Commanding would bo enlisted  Protection of hle and property
and preservation of peace were considered the primary duties of
veluntecrs It also provided for the formation of volunieer corps
i any part of British India with the sanction of Governor General
of India in Councll or of the local government ? But the Act
remamed confined to paper only The necessity of enrolling
volunteers was felt by the Congress as carly as 1887 when i ts
third annual sesston at Madras it resolved to form a volunteer
corps capable of rendering assistance to Great Britamn 1| the event
of any sericus complications *
Home Depactrrant T No 113, & Pol (B
§ Home Department F No 74 3/40 Pol (1}
Home Department F No 74/3 40 Pol (J)
* The Trib ne August 26 1914
A ICC Pop rs 1887 rosolution ¥ Sec also resolution 16 of 1914 All
India Congress Session Madras in which 1t again urged upon the Government
the necessity of volunteer orginisation
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In 1906 Mr S S Thorburn, a retired Punjab Cwviltan, contri-
buted an article i the reputed yournal, East and West edited by
Mr Malabann Thorburn’s experience of services 1n the Pumab
had convinced hum that an Indian mihtia could be raised from the
Panjab for the defence of this country A carefully conswdered
scheme was drafted but o suffered a setback from the Brtish
Government ?

{n September 1913, when the honourable Mir Asad Al asked
in the Imperial Legislative Counctl whether Government would
consider the advisibility of rasing & purely volunteer force ‘from
among the war-like races of Iadia® Major General Birdwood
rephed that Government did not consider the advisibility of such a
questton ° e further added ‘Indian Christians and Parsis are
enlisted mn the force, provided thewr enrolment 1s acceptable to the
Officer commanding the corps concerned 1 may add that individoal
Yndians are also eligible for envolment under the same considera-
tions’ Thuos the cligibihty of ‘Individual Indians’ seemed to be
out of questron 1

In 1914 the World War I broke out with a dramatic sudden-
ness and the question of India’s national defence and safety was
considered foremost by the people of India  Maharaja of Burdwan,
presiding over a meeting at Calcutta commended the spirit 1 which
the people of Caleutta proposed to rawse a volunteer corps At the
Mayo Hall meeting, Allahabad, Pandt M M Malaviya also desiwed
the formation of volunteer corps but regretted that neither i the
present nor 1n the future their demand was to be fulfilled The
Madias Bar was also 1nterested m this movement  In the Pungsb a
mecting was convened under the presidency of Mr Bevan Petman,
Government Advocate, who adopted a resolution on the model of
Calcutta and Madras to raise a Volunteer Corps 12

Lord Kutchener had been onlisting fresh recruts mn England

¥ The Tribune, August 26, 1914
» Iyd , August 20, 1914
Y Ind , August 26, 1914
12 fbul , August 20, 1914
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and tramung them for service  But India was jgnored 33

The decision of the Government of India not to accept the
numerous offers made for volunteening services admmisterédd a
severe blow to educated Indians They could not be silent spectators
of what was going on1n India  Theie formation was considered
wngvitable Hence th  first meeting of the All India Volunieer
Conference was held under the, Presidentshup of Jawasharlal Nehro
mn the Congress Pandal on the morning of Decemnber 27 1920
More than 2000 volunteers attended the meeting  The first resoln
tron regarding the mims and obpets of the voluntecr organisation
sard  that an orgimsation  be formed with a view to develop
the feeling of brotherhood amongst all volunteer corps of India and
to bring them under one constitutson and system of trainmg so that
they mny prove more useful for services at all public functions ¥
Thereafter the formation of volunteer orgamsation became common
and nuimerous orgamsations sprang up 1n & short time

Already the Government was afraid of the volunteer movement
and as the days rolled on it stuck to 1ts conviction It issued a
notsfication sgainst volunteers during the Khidafat and Non-coopera
tion movement and arrests became common The fear and suspicion
of Bolshevism creeping mto Indr also frightened the Government
and forced 1t to consuder a special legislation  The Prevention of
Seditions Mectings Act 1911 was considered msufficient and the
need of a speaial legslation was flt  not only to break down
existing vnlawful associations but 1o deter young and comparatively
gmltless persons from joining these bodies and to disconrsge the
supply of pecumary assistance ¥ The Al India Congress Com
mitlee presifud over by Gandhyiat its mecting of January 17 1922
at Bombay requested the Government to withdraw the nolification
agunst the vollinteers Bt 1t was not heeded 1

Th mounting actinities of the Khaksars which resembled Nazr

$itid  August 26 1914
Ibid January 16 1921
t The Tines g‘&mbﬂrf 28 192! and Janvary 22 3922
¢ Ibit
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and Fascst tactics were becommg the marn concern of the Govern~
ment The Xhaksar propagenda m West Asia embarrassed the
Bntish Government and it raised great consternation  1n a lefter to
the Viceroy, the Secretary of State for India, expressed hus profound
anxicty about volunteer orgamsations and wrote, ‘Looking broadly
at the situatron so far as these volunteer orgamsations are concerned
and casting one’s mund back to the days when the Mughal Empire
was falling to pieces, one cannot help seeing some paraltel between
these present day bodies and the roving bands of armed persons
such as the Pindares, whose services were, I should imamne,
available to the highest bidder It certamnly iooks as if, were we fo
withdraw our control from India  History v this respect would
assuredly repeat itself *?7

Many volunteer organtsattons clanfied their position to
convince the Government of therr smcerity  The Congressm 2
note sud  “This orgamsation 1s meant to tramn our people :n pubhe
service and make them more efficient and disciphined citizens  As
Congressmen all thesr actavities are necessanly based on peaceful
achon, the service of the community and the promotion of umity
Indsa  They are uttetly unlhke any organisation which zams at
violent action  Every volunteer must always bear m mmd and
every mstruction must emphasize this basic conception of volunteer’s
duty ANl military analyses are, therefore, out of keeping with our
orgamsation The traiming should consist of 1astruction m physical
culture and regular constructive work 1 the service of the commu-
nity  Every volunteer should be expected to perform some service
m hus town or village regularly or to do some useful constructive
national work | °® But such declaration could have no effect on
the Government

The Government, therefore, required the detais of varnous
volunteer orgaumations It also deswed to inguwe about thesr
parhicular untform and whether their members underwent any sort
. 7 Extract from a private letter of the Secretary of State for lndta to
Viceroy, dated March 9, 1940

% See Yawaharlal Nehro Papers ¥ No 10871939
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of dull of a quasi military chacacter with ar without wespons ¥
It was reported that the Khaksars the Agni Dal the Arys Yuwak
Sangh the Hindustan Seva Dal and the Y outh League drilled In
mthtary paticrn and etther kept haives spades swords or Lathws
The Govesnment therefore viewed all orgamsations which
adopted 2 regulrr umform and used any hind of waapon as
potentially dangerous to pubhc safety and it considered that the
formation of a umform policy for the control of all volunteer
orgmsations was a crying need of thme® The Vieceroy opined
that some sort of registration should be made compulsory for
volunteer organisations to enable the Government fo know about
ther object and strength  ‘The regstration form shouid not be
of sweeping nature but it should furnish the list of ther leaders
office bearers and members  Failure to give the requisite information
would render an assocntion fo be treated as unfawfu] &

‘The Home D partment did not concur with the above view of
the Viceroy It felt that the registration of volunteer organisations
would unnecessarty create trouble for the Admmistration 2 It also
believed and {pa great extent nghtly that munor organsatons
conld comply with the Government circular but wide-spread and
powerful orpansations would hardly give satisfoctory return
Fadure to comply the orders of registration would leave Gavern
ment no alternative but to enforce compliance or declare the
organusation uglawful  To the Home Department any kind of
restrction on volunteer organsations would invariably produce
resistance  finally leading to oyl disob dience 3 Moreover
harmless assoctations like Boy Scouts or Cadet Corps would also
have to come under the same condition and if they conntved st
the erder the Government would be forced to deglare them uniaw

See eatra ¢ from a note by Home Memb ¢ dated Aprld 1940 Home
Department Fife No 74/3/40 Pol (I} p 1
wibid p 6
tid p 9
Extract from a note by Home Member cated Apnt4 {940 Home
D pattment Fit No 74/3/46 Pol () p 11
Iid 12
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ful notwithstanding thesr gemnne sympathy with the orgamsation
Tius would involve the Government mn an embarrassing position,
precipriatig a conflict between it and the organisation ®

In wew of the above drawbacks in the registration. the Home
Department considered st undesicable to rouse popular amtation
by mtroducmng a polcy of doubtful efficacy ** But 1t considered
that the Formation of some sort of polity to deal with volunteer
orgamsations—private armies as they were called-—was a necessity 2

What were the views of Provincial Governments towards
volunteer orpamsations ? The Secretary to the Government of
Tndia sent out a circular to all the Provincial Governments and
Chief Commissioners to consier the guestion sersously and to
ascertain as to what thesr attitude was with regard to the volunteer
movement which exasted i almost all provinees and constituted ‘a
potential source of considerable danger to the peace of Inda’ and
as these organisations were tlargely communal’ constituted on all
India basss what would be uniform policy to control thew mulitant
character 2* The Home Depariment for the atermm period suggested
that it would be advisable for all Provimcial Governments to
suppress the ‘private armuwes’ endangening public safety and even
after this if these bodies were found to be drilling with arms which
tended to threaten the public order the Government would issue
notifications under Rules 54 and 58 of the Defence of India Rules 28
But if these orders were stidl to be defied the Home Department
suggested that steps would be taken to declare the defiant
orgamisation uilaw ful underthe Crimunal Law {Amendment) Act and
the actron against the bodies which eassted over more than one
province would be taken under the Defence of Indm Rules with the

R fhd

5 fbnd , 18

2 fhad

" Sccret letter S No 5, Ne 74/3140, Pol  Government of India Home
Depattmeat, from E Conran Smith, CIE, ICS, Secretary to Gosernment of
India dated Simia, Aprl 30, 1940 (p 99) Home Department, 74/3/40, Pol ()

» fhid ,p 100
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consultations of the Government concerned 2

The Provinesal Governments readily responded to 1t Differentopr
1mons were sent by different provinces to the Central Government
The Government of Bihar welcomed the proposed course of action
and gppreciated the desirability of a umform policy throushout the
country ® In the opunon of the Government of Madras ‘the effoct
of such action would not be great 1f procecdings were taken only
against the orgamisations found dnilling with arms It suggested a
complete ban on all the organisations® The Government of
Assam gave a whole hearted concurrenceto the Central Governt
ments arcular®  The Chnf Commussioner of Aymer Mewar
informed the Sccretary that the method outhned by the Centeal
Government swited the country 1n the prevaling situation  His
opinson was based on 2 report of the Supenatendent of Police who
sad I consider the vanous volunteers to be not only serious
menace to law and order but that they constitute a potential threat
to the existence of Gosernment I would make no diferentiation
between orgamsabions that doil with offensive weapons and those
that do not I would ban all orgamsations which claim a militacy
character or profess to impart mstructions in miitary matters or
whose members wear a distinetive umform  The Comnussioner
citing the above report regretted the ssolated achion by the Provin
ool Government and deplored the absence of any welf defined and
coordmated country wide policy *3

t Secret letter to all the Provingal Governments from E Conran Smith
Sccretary to the Government of Indis Simla dated Apnl %0 1940 Home
Department 743140 Pol {1) p 101

20 Sen the fetter of Mr Y A Godbole Chief Secretary to the Govern
ment of Bihar to Secretary to the Government of India dated Moy 9 1940
Home D' partment F No 74/3/40 Pol () p 106

See letter of the Chu [ Secretary to the Government of Madrag to the
Secretary (Home} Government of India dated May 9 1940 ¥lome Depariment
T No 74/3,40 Pol (1) p 110

Letter of the Chuef Secretary to Assam Government to the Sterelary
Home Department daied May 11 1940 Home Department F No  THIM0
ol (1 p 111

" Cuief Commussioners Jetter to Secretary Home Department dated
May 2{ 1940 ffome Depariment F No 74/3/40 Pol (I) p J21
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The Government of the Central Provinces and Berar held
entirely different views It reporied that the majorsy of the
volunteer orgamisations in thewr provinces were purely of mushroom
growth and none of them posed a menace to the harmonious
worlang of the admnustration

It further said that Mahatma Gandhi was encouragmg the
recruitment of volunteers and the proyvincial Government were of
the opimon that the Congress was watclhing the action of the
Government m relatton to velunteer organtsations and i case a
uniform policy was followed, 1t would faunch a civil disobedience
movement Contrary to the opuions of others it held that the
Governmeni’s policy in relation to volunteer organisations would
raise hue and cry and even the most moderate section of pubhc
would resent 3t %2

The Agent to the Governor-General at Quetta welcomed the
formation of & uniform rule regarding axes, spades, lathis, knrves
which were actually not axms but could be used as weapons during
communal disturbances 3

The Government of the Punjab and the United Provinces treated
the subject fawrly 1o detarls They made very comprehensive though
diffening replies  The Punjab Goverament dittoed the proposat for
a vniform pohey to be followed Since 1t was the home of
Khaksars, 1t believed that the function of any orgamsation even of
a ‘sem mulitary’ character was & menace to the smooth workiag of
the admumstration It also thought that n fhe Punjab the
activities of the Anjuman--Khaksaran served as an example to Sikh
and Hindu organssations and 1f such organisations, having even
quas-military atistude, had not been prohubuted, they would prove
fatal to the peace aad tranquility of the province  Thus the Punjab
Gavernment supported the original plan put cut in the Government

" Chief Commissioner’s Jetter to Sccretary (Home Department), dated
May 22, {940 Home Deparment, ¥ No 74/3/40, Pol ([), p 124

# S¢¢ Chuef Commussioner’s letter to Secretary (Home Departoent),
dated May 22, 1940 Home Department, Fde No 74/3/40, Pol (), p 124

3¢8ee Chief Commussioner’s letter Seceet No  447/S-7-Muse/40, to
Seerelary, Government of India, p 142
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of India s letter of Apnl 30 1940 %7

The Government of the United Provioces expressed ther
awareness of the yolunteer movement gong on nonunally 10 therr
provinces bui dened the allegation of the volunteer orgamisations
having involved 1a coromunal rioting  and refused fo admt that
the Khaksars though overwhelmingly Mustim had shown leanmgs
towards communal disturbances The provincial note discussed
the Mushim League and the Congress volunteers but mdrcated s
abhorrence agamnst the Youth League which happensd to bemn
reality a tourst orgamisalion working underground and possessing
a certain number of firc-arms It showed its unwllingness fo
mopose restrichions on volunieers either for thewr dnlling or for
carryiog arms to be used as weapons It felt that owing  to differ
ences in pohtical situations each province should be left frec to deat
with volunteer problems in accordance with the requirement of the
situatron  The question of warning (o be given to volunteers
should alfso be left to the discretion of the proviacial Governments
Thus the substance of their replics was that they have had no real
difficulties with volunteer associations  To take action now aganst
any of them would cause a row It 13 neith r necessary nor desw
able to precipitate a conflict 3

The Cuntral Government having recetved th vigws of provinces
was now in o posiiion to analyse the situation  Fhe views expressed
by the provinces mn accordance with their respechive politieal
conditions wndicated considerable difference of opimion which the
Home Dipartmunt could not ignore At the same fime it was
evident that the growth of these organisations had reached a stage
where a definite policy was required to be formutated = The World
War 11 had begun and in 2 very short time it becam  nppareat
that it would be mor. devastating than World War I The Mushm

Sre Secrct and Confidentiat § tter of the Cluel Secretary to Govern

ment of Punjab to Sccretary Goverament of India Home Departtnent  dated
Simls May 20 1940 Home Department F No 7473/40 Pol (1) p 119

2 See Confidestfal Letter of the Chief Sesr~tacy, Government of UL
daled Natnita! May 9 1940 Home Depantment File No 7473140 Pol (1)
pp 1079
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VOLUNTEER ORGANISATIONS A PROBLEM

Leaguc and the Congress had declined to support the country-wide
Civic Guard Movemcat naugurated by the Government, and the
decision of the Congress to abandon the creed of non-violeace and
to enrol more volunteers convinced the Government of the necessity
for some practical steps  But as law and order was the responsi
bilty of the provincial Governments, therr opmions were not to be
1gnored 3

Sir Richard Tottenham, Secretary to the Government, Home
Department was of the opinion that if the Government of India
contemplated to take some achion agamst the volunteer bodres,
while wishing to avoud preciptating 2 conflict, the only course lay
open to it was to announce a warmng to the muschief mongers and
appeal for cooperation fo those who wished to have peace  After
a thorough study of the issue the Secretary furéher held that the
proposal to take action aganst those volunteer organisations
having arms bemg used as weapons was not proper He un-
doubtedly admutted that the ‘open display’ of arms was objectionable
but what was the guarantee that voluntecr organssatron having no
arms like laths, spade, axes, swords would not use them m case of
emergency They could be collected and kept 1a readiness by
organisations professing t© have no arms Therefore he pleaded
that achion should be taken agamst the whole conception of
volunteer associations and no  association should be spared He
made the following suggestion to the Government of India roughly
as a basis for an announcement

‘Being convinced that solidarity s the only remedy for feclings
of mnsecursty, and recognising the natural deswe of large number
of the mhabstants of India, trrespective of colour, creed, caste or
political party, to combine and do their bit for the safety of the
country, the Government have recently started the Civic Guard
Movement, i order {o provide a legitunate and useful outlet for

# See Secret DO No  74{3/40, Pol Home Department, Simla, June 18,
194010J G Lasthwaute, CS], ICS, Private Secretary to His BExcellency the
Viceroy fiom R Tottenham, enclosing a copy of hus letter dated April 30, 1940
to Provineial Goveroments, pp 16, i8
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the fetlings

1t 35 wilh the greatest regret that they have learnt the desision
of certain political bodies to boycott the ¢ civic guards and the
istention of one of thum fo expand therr own volunteer orgamisa
tions while at the same ume abandoning to same cxlent the creed
of non violence to which they have so long been pledged

The Gosernment of India are convinad that the multiplica
fion of volunteer organssations mostly constituted on communal
or party nes so far [rom reducing the feelings of insecurity
occasoned by the war will only create a vicious cucle and so
accentuate those feehngs

They have no desire to ke achion without warming agamst
these volunteer asseciatsons which hiave hitherto been allowed
to function without itctference  They have decided however
that the time has come 1o issue orders under the Defence of India
Rules prohibating drdhing of a mlitary nature or of the weanng of
unofiimel uniform by spy assoocwations that 18 not  specially
recogmised by the provincial Government concerned {or by th~
Central Government where such organisations are of an All India
character) They have no doubt that many of the members of
these associations would find a better outlet for therr enthusiasm
the ciie guards and that the public generally wall feel greater con
fidunce sn those bodies than in the different and often nival organisa
tions that now exst

If these measures are not found to be sufficsent further action
may have to be taken fo declace such orgamisations to be unlawlul
assocations

Apart from the above the Defence of India Rules also could
be of immense help o the Goverament  Rules 54 58 and 59 of the
Dufence of India Rules prevented the carrying of articles capable of
being ueed ns arms and gave pover to the Government to control
nalan fid dosfliae, 1nd restoct the weanas, of unoffieral uniforms

Now the question that naturally arsesis what way st that the

Sit Richard Totterham s letter dated Jun 25 1940 Hom Depart
ment I No 737340 ol {f) pp 19 21

56



VOLUNTEER ORGANISATIONS A PROBLIM

Government wanted to prevent and to divide the activities which
1t considered dangerous

Drilting, untform and the arms were the things that were the
concern of the Government

Driling was the mam achvity of the volunfeer orgamsations
1t obviously created a sense of ‘private army' to supplant the British
Government  Osteasibly these were the Boy Scouts but they
functioned under approved contral and therr only object was
physical trammg i educational mstitutions But other volunteer
organisatrons musused dnilmg and considered it a scedling to
private arny, and i was thus which the Government wanted to be
declared unlawful 4

Connected with driling was the question of umform which
wmdicated an orgamisation whose members were ready to act together
for a common end  Even if the members of an organisation did
tot take up drillmg but put on a cerfam type of uniform, 1t was
also considered to be objectionable The Congress Volunteers who
wore soine distinctive umiform but did not du#l or carry arms were
also considered a menace as ¢ did excite the getieral public—forcing
the masses of therr separate entity Action under Rule 59 was
suggested for this 49

Thon there were arms which these organssations used during the
dnill and presented no lttle danger to the Government Tt conld
be controlled under Rule 54  Carrying of arms by the members of
an orgamsation, resorting to dnlling and wearmg uniform was
considered a ‘cleatest evidence® of using force and therefore a
restriction on it was essential 4

After a thorough study of the subject it was considered that
drifling was the fountam of all mschuef and action should be faken

@ fhad , 23

« S1r Ruckard Toftenham’s letter dated June 25, 1940, Home Department,
File No 73/3/40, Pol (1}, p 24

8 Sy Rechard Tottenham's lettcr dated June 25, 1940, Home Depart.
ment, File No, 73/3/40, Pol (I}, p 24

W ibnd , pp 25,26
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aganst it under Rule 59 and no action under Rules 54 and 58 was
consulered advisable

The vital guestion confronting the Home Department was
whether action shouvld betaken by the Central Goversment or
should 1t be left to provincial Government The atistude of
United Provinces and the Punjab has already been stated  Whle
the Government of UP considered 1t primunify the responsibabiey
of the provincial Government and asked 1t to be left fo therr disere-
tion the Punyab thought it otherwise and preferredat to befeft to the
Centre This gave nise to an embarassing position It would cer
tanly be dificult for a province where yolunteer organisations werce
not creating any problem to restriet drdling or weanng of umiform
but at the same tume the absence of & common policy would sake
action more difficult san provinces where 1t was badly necded  This
hd toa heated discussion m the lmpenal Councl  Ullimartely
the Central Government agreed that the Government of each pro
vince would exercise a reasonable discretion i enforcing the orders
as arcumstances demanded 4*

The orders 1ssid n connection with the olunteer policy of
the Government brovght forth Press comments  They pleaded that
the Government wanted to ban all essowtions for the sake of
Civie Guard  Sir Richard Tottenham ni a press communique dated
August 19 1940 clatifymng the stand of the Centrat Goveroment
stid that not an assoctation 1s such but only certawm actinties were
banned  Mibtaty dnlling and weanng of & uniform resembling
military or offictal untforms were no less than the 4muations of
military methods  Milstary methods were designed for a certmi
object that 1s the display of disciplined force . Those who copred
these tnethads had the same object 1n vi w and therefore only these
activilics were banned It fusther explained that the proposition
that private armies were dangerous 1n principle and that they would
do much harm to society if permitted to functson oncommunal hines
would warrant Government action under the Defence of India Act

t Sir Reetard Toltenbams fetter dated June 25 1940 Home Depart
ment FileNo 7313/ 0 Pol (1) p 26
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The declaring of an undesiable association as unlawful was
likely to give offenice to the people The Government of India,
therefore, mstructed provincial Governments that therc was
nouse of filing Jaus It was however thought expedent that
leaders or commanders who defied the orders' were to be
prosecuted % Thus we see that the volunteer movement presented
a problem to the Goverament and m spite of drastic checks the
Khaksars and other volunteer orgamsations continyed therr activities
unabated

# Home Department, Fie No 73/3/40, Pol (T pp 52-54
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CHAPTER VI
BAN ON KHAKSARS

THE SINAH SURNI controversy {discussed 1n the foregoing pages)
wiueh the Khnksars meddied 1n therr own way and the consequent
emergence of Mashnigs as a champion of Mushm cavse had
enhanced his prestige and power ! Reaching the Punjab he decuded
to widen the scope of his movement  This could be secured by tno
ways Firstly by mcreasing the circulation of the party organ
Al Islal; to some 2500 copis and secondly by recruiing about
‘25 lakh new yolunicers within six months ~ And he applied imsell
to this tash.  The first thing he did was 1o nomanate governors for
various provinces He republished tuis  pamphiets Aksargat
ya Kkun and Bayt ol Maal with the addition of some mupressie
paraeraphs  The former being the Presidential Address delivered
by lum in 1938 at Indore  had already won distinction and the
revised text attracted public attention all the more  Mashnqgr
the revised text said

Attlus ume [rom Peshawar to Cape Comonin and (rom
Karachi to Rangoon  there are 1n whole of Tndig 2500 cenlres of
worh  Inour regster there are ‘entered mote than 2} Inhhs of
tramed hhaksar soldiers and there is no end of sympathis.ts  In
our treastry named Bayt ul Maal there 1s immovable and movable
property mcluding cash amountiug to about Rs 20 lakhs

* Home Departiment File No 74/1/40 (Section [} p 105 {21) Sece Notes
on the Khaksar Movement p 3OS onwards

Mashriql Aksorparya Abun p 18
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Not only did the pamphlet furnsh mformation about the
orgamsation, 1t also threw lght on the general policy of the
Khaksars In that very pamphlet to get mew recrusts from India
he insparingly wrote “The suzeramnty always belongs to the people
who can shed blood  We shoutd prove to the English people that
we the Musalmans alone have the night of bemg guardians of
Hindustan  The rems of the Governmeat of Findustan should be
m our hands alon¢ All the hstories of the world show that
governance and shedding of blood have gone together No nation
can clamn to govern Hindustan except Musalmans *

Like Aksaryyat ya Khun, Bayt-ul-Aaol also makes 2 seditious
reading It says . ‘The next stage of the movement, which I want
to attamn, 13 that 1u every circle, m every district and m every tehsil
there should be milifary establishment of Khahsars The Quran
gves distinct orders that the Musalmans, to oppose their eacmies
should have as far as possible material for power especially canton-
ments of horses 50 that they may strihe terror into the hearts of
therr encrmues and  the epemies of God In short 1 want that
m every district, there should be 50 young horses at least and
50 tents and along with the horses and teats there should be carts
and mules for carrymg luggage, saddle, ropes, pegs, sword, daggers

.gunpowder, army musical bands In that way only can
Istam force conquer  In this way alone can we muster thousands
and lakhs of soldiers m ome camp The time when we can
command soldiers fo lay down thewr lfe and property is yet
distant ¥

‘The passages quoted above reveal a drastic change 1n Mashnar’s
thinking and tone compared to what 1t was mine years ago  The
passages, without any jota of doubt themselves speak of the mnten-
tion of the Khaksar leader which was to supplant the Brtish
Government m India by use of force  Truly speaking, this form of
the movement was not novel Mashrigl, from the very meeption
of the movement, had military motives m view and tramed the

b, p 11

¢ Mashnqs, Bayt-ul.Maal, pp 5,7, 8
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Khaksars to oust the imperialists from India
The Government could not connive at the publication of the
pamphlets which had spread sensation in British circle  Government
officials apprehended that if the Khaksars were victorious
Englsh men women and chiidsen throughout India would be
massacred It would be more disastrous than the mutiny ast
would be a revolution of Mushims throughout India 3 Mahatma
Gandh and Mashnq: were compared and it was said that while
the form r held out the hope of g ttng Swarny within a yeir and
induced thousands of people to go to jaif the latter by holdmg
out the hope of driving the Cnplish at an earher date had succeeded
m enhisting thousands of Mushims for th Khaksar orgamisation® |
N 2-What happencd to the Pamphlets as also to the Rhaksars
emawms yet to be unfolded  In wiew of the alarming siuation the
pamphlets were proseribed  Secunty was demnnded from the
Muhammadan Steam Press which printed the pamphlets and the
party paper A7 et As it Culed to furnish the secunty Al Islah
had to cease publication and it had to go 1o some other pressin
Delhi to resume publication  Government servants were prohibited
from joiung esther the Khaksar or other political orgamsations
and under Rules 58 (1) and 34 {TI) of the Defence of India Rules
drifling of @ nulitary nature and carrymng of 4rms were declared
strictly prolbited throughout the Punjab?  These orders applied
to all orgamistions ahke but the Rhaksars took it seriously and
resohied to violate them The nfutiated Mashngr proceeded to
Delhu from Lahore 1o scek an interview with the Viceroy but failed
He therefore: o press statement reiterated that he did not
consider that the Testncion on drlt affected the Khaksars winch
was purely a socio-rehgious movement. But the Punjpb Govern
went stood by sts former announcement  Mashnqi then sent out
secret messages to Khaksars both inswle and outside the Punpb to
send volunteers and Janbazs to Lahore to lay a bed of corpses
Home Department File No 74/2/40 Pol (1)
Home Department File No 73/2/40 Tol Sechon(l) p 3
* Home Depariment File No 74/1j40 Pot Section (T} p 105 21)
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round Sir Sikandar’s Charpoy’ 1n the event of ciash between the
Khalsars and the Government ¢

The call of the great leader was recetved by thousands of
Khaksar volunteers hke a thunderbolt The agtated Khaksar
volanteers started rushing to Lahore The mntelbgence staff was
after them and Mr J T M Bennett, the Deputy Inspector General
of Police (CID) of the Punjab, informed all Superntendents
of Police about therr anti-government actwiies He further
mformed his admunustration that the Khaksars were not only ready
to offer resistance to their arrest but they would attack the police
He asked them to persuade the ‘Khaksars from ressstance and to
deal with them effectively if they actually do resist®® But nobody
had any control on the sitvation which was worsemng speechly A
plan was hatched that 313 Khaksars should march to the Badshal
Mosque n deflance of Government's orders The number of 313
had a umqgue siguificance  The 1ntention was to arouse religious
passton as it remmded the Khaksars of the 313 followers of the
Holy Prophet of Islam who accompanied lum to his first battle {o
sacrrfice thew lwves for hum 1

By comcidlence the sesston of the All-India Mushm League was
gouwng to be held in Lahore on March 19, 1940 ‘Thercfore as a
precantionary measure the Pohce of the adjommng districts was also
called there to mamtain law and order The situation was tensc and
colhsion seemed immumnent In hus A Note on the Khaksar Movement,
Dr Sir Ziya-ud-Din Ahmad says that when the relation between
Mashriqr and Sir Stkandar Hayat Xhan, the Premuer of the Punjab,
had turned from bad to worse, he interviewed both of them and
mnplored them to end the hostility  But because of their personal
cqnation he failed to conaliate  Sir Srhandar told Sir Ziya-nd-Dmn
that tus action was merely to avoid Hindu-Mushm conflict, which
was brewing 1n Lahore as it was rumoured that Mr Bula had

* Home Department, File No 74/1/40, Pol (Section 1), p 105 (22)

¢ Confidential lotter No 1825-54 CDD§B, dated Lahore, Maich 20, 1940
from DIG of Police to all SPs of the Punjab

18 Home Department, 74;1/40, Pol (Section I}, p 105(22)
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given Ry 50 000 to non Muslims in the Punjab and hiad promsed
a further lakh for organsing & counter movement To Mashng
1t was a Jame excuse and the concshation proved abortne  Be that
asit may the tussle between the Government of the Pumab and
the Khaksars was on the brink of explosion 1t

According to thewr programme at about 1030 a m on
March 19 1940 the Rhaksars began assembling near the Unchy
Mosque sn defiance of the order of the Government of the Punjb
A Poliee Torce was rushed to that place and obstructed the moves
ment A company of hhaksars with sharpencd Belchas attacked
the police  In self defence the police opened fite causing death of
31 and njuning 63 Khaksars 12 The Supenntendent and Deputy
Supermntendent of Police also received serous injuries from
spades ¥ Within no ttme the news of this incident was flashed
throughout the Punjob  The military was posted and the Anjuman
1 Khaksaran was declared as an unlawful association under section 17
of the Indian Cnminal Law {Amcndm nt) Act and certain places
used as headquarters of the organisation were notified under scction
17 {a) ¥ The Chief Sccretary to the Punjab Government mstructed
all Doputy Comimssioners in the Punjab to carefully follow the
provistons of Section 17 A of the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act
1909 and to prosccute the Khaksars unless they were satisfied that
the khaksars intended to give up therr connection with the move-
ment  Any mndvidoal found contrtbuting to or assnting the
Khalksar operations was to be prosecuted 4

In another letter the Punjab Government informed the Deputy
Commissioners that the District officers were experiencing difficully

! Hotne Department, File No 111/40 Pol (f) p 23
¢ Home Department File No 111740 Pol (1) p 3
Notc on the Khaksar Movement In the Funjab Home (Political)

Tife Ko spigfigs

VThe Pumab Governments Nouficaton No 1997 HG  40/13882,
dated March 19 1940

t Confidential letter No 1838 86 CDSB from Sccretary to the Punjub
Gosetnment 1o all Deputy Commissiosiers In the Punyab dated March 20

1950
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m tacklmg the situation and therefore it was uanesessary to proceed
aganst persons unless they had been guilty of some illegal acts
But the case of Janbazs and other Khaksar leaders was somewhat
different and thoy were f6 be severely treated even if they had
‘ceased fo wear the outward emblems of the Khaksar Movement *2¢

According to the instructions a thorough search of the
Khaksar offices was made, pre-censorshup imposed and curfew
promulgated under Section 144 Cr PC  The same day the police
raided the Idara~ Aliyah, the Khaksar Headquarters at Ichhra
The Khaksar took it as a last straw on the camel’s back Hundreds
of them were found posted on duty, they refused to lay down
therr Belchas and miended to resist Tear gas was used by the
police to save the situation  Susrounding the office by surprise,
‘the police seized records and crippled the movement in the Punjab
This sction was taken fo prevent the growth of ‘private armues’
and also to check military activities on the part of non-officral
voluateer osrganisations which posed a danger fo the peace and
tranquility of the country &7

Not yet satisfied with the barbanty meted out to the Khaksars
i the Punyab, 1t wanted to persuade all the provincial Governments
to declare the Khaksar orgamsation as an uplawful body A
letter was sent by the Chief Secretary of the Government of the
Punjab to the Chuef Commussioner of Delhi to this effect, and a
conferetice of the Home Member, the Chief Commussioner of
Deihy, the Sentor Supermtendent of Pohice, Delhi and the Home
Secretary was convened  The Chief Secretary required in his letter
action to be taken aganst the Khaksars and proposed the follow-
ing action

{) the arrest of Allama Inayatullah Khan Mashnq:, the

Khaksar head who was m Deflu ,
(1} the declaration of the Khaksar orgamusation 4s an unlaw-

M Confidentral fetter No 2096-2124 CDSB of the Chwef Secretary lo
Govarnment of the Punjab to all the Deputy Compussioners of the Punjad
dated March 28, 1940

* Home, Political (1), File No 2813/1944
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ful association under Section 17 of the Indian Criounal
Law (Amendment) Act 1908

(i) the pre-censorship of news and

(n) the dis onnection of the leader s telephone 1 Dok 18

The D lht Confercnce accepted the recommendation of th
Punjab Government declared the Khaksar organsalion as unlaw
ful arrested Mashrig and proscribed the 4! Islak the party or.2n
published from Delln  The Khaksars became wild with rape
Hundreds of Janbaz Pakbazs and Khaksars who defied the
Government order were put behind the bars and mercilessly treated
Khaksars in particular and other bodies in general had become
vichms of the ban and according to the official data aboul 200
private volunteer orgamisations with a membershup of about twe
lakh were affected ™  Justifying the action of (he Punjab and
Delhi Government the Viceroy tn a telegraphic message to the
Sceretary of State for India sud on March 21 1940

“This (the arrest} was considered necessary in view pactiéularly
of orders contamed in official organ of Khaksars 1o effect that
quota from other provinces should march on Lahore He was
arrested on the mght of 19th 1 Dellt  Also decided the Chief
Commussioner Delht should follow example of Pumab and by
notsfication nnder Criminal Law (Amendment) Act declare Khaksars
organsation to be unlaw{ul associabron ™?

The Central Government thersafter wrote to the provinaial
Government to follow swit and specially asked the Chref Secretary,
to the Government of UP (March 20 1940} to sssue  a notification
declaning the association as nnlawful Bombay Madras Central

Y The Bombay Ch onfcle June 7 9 1949 *The numbet of persons deta ne
ed under Rule 26 of the Defence of India Rule 1n centrally admin stered arcas
88 disclosed by E Conran Smith in reply to PN Sapru was 258 The number
of those detamned as Security prisoners without rfst was 52 asewted by L
Conran Smuth fn reply to Mr VV Rabkar  Thes included the Congressties
the Khaksars and others  See 77e Councll of State Debates Vol 18 Vol 11
1941 pp 17071 245 respectively

The Council of State Debates Vol 11 1940 p 84
* Home Depariment Tile No 747140 Section (i) p 8
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Provmces, Sind, Punjab, Bengal consented® but the Government
of Umited Provinces projected 5 different viewpomt saymg that the
volunteers had been Taw-abiding and that there was no attempt
on their past to send Khaksars from United Provinces to defy the
banin the Punab Moreover they were very close to the Mushm
League and Jinnah’s appeal for peace had produced considerable
cffect ® The Government of N-WEP also felt the same way and
considered 1t madvisable to declare the Khaksar association
unlawiul 2 )

No one can doubt the wisdom of the action of the Govern-
ments of United Provinces and North-West Frontier Province m
leaving the Khaksars organmsation unrestricted When Mr K
Santhanam asked Sir Reginald Maxwell m the Legislative Assembly
about the nature of the Khaksar drsll and activitics, he rephed that
1t was not really of a mildary kind  ‘They go through some form
of drll but I should not describe 1t as mulitary,” he saxd  This
statement proves that the steps taken by the Punyab Government
agamst the Khaksars was more Ingh-handed than they actually
deserved *

The declaration of the Khaksar orgamsation as unlawful
became a subject of heafed discussion 1n the Legwistative Assembly
Dr Sir Ziya-ud-Din a protagomst of the Khaksars, asked Mr Max-
well, whether he knew of the offer of fifty thousand Khaksars te
fight on the Alies’ side 1 the war 7 How then could thew active
ties be regarded as prejudicial to the efficient prosecution of the
war and public order ? He further inqured whether m view of full
cooperation which Allama Mashrig: wanted to give to the Govern-

22 The Bombay Chronicle, Javuary 6, 1941

* See Telegram R No 147.CX, dated March 21, 1940 fror Chief
Secretary to Government of UP, Luchnow to Secretary, Home Department
Also see Chiel Secretary UP% letter to Sceretary, Home Deparirrent, dated
June 17, 1940 Home Department, Filc No 74140, Pol (Sechion T}, p 10

=t Sec Telegram R No  31-B), dated March 21, 1940, Peshawar, fo
Secretary, Home Depariment Home Department, File No  74/1/40, Pol
Section IT, p 11

* Sec The Legusianve Assembiy Debates, Vol 1V, 1939, p 3503
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ment dd the Government intend $o release lum 7 In reply Sir
Regnald Mawweli spoke i detasl on what he regarded as Mashngi s
ants Government activities quoted passages from the Al Islah to
augment his argument and asserted that he was arrested with g
view to preventing him from acting 1n & manner prejuduial to efii
cient prosecution of the war He denied the offer of 50 000 Khaksars
made to the Government by Mashrigi and refused to say anything
about his release  Thereupon Sir Ziya ud Din remunded Maxwell
about the telegram of Mashniqn offering 50 000 Khahsar volonteers
for the war sunt to the Viceroy which was detamed by the
Provincial Government and his own letter enclosing a copy of the
telegram sent to the Viceroy  He regretted that such important
communications were detamned which could have far reaching
effect on thesr relations  Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan and other
Mushm Counciliors also took up the matter stubbornly

On the other hand Mr VV Rabhar in the Council of States
raised the question about the bae on volunteer orgamisations His
sesolution for hifung the banp was mainly 1a relation to the Hindo
voluntaty organisations which had come under ban 1n the wake of
Khaksar activtties  He expressed his concern for Shri Hanuman
Vyayam Prasara Mandal and Rashinya Swayam Sewak Sangh
which provided only physical training to its members and were not
wedded to any poliical body Sir A P Patro replying to Mr
Kalikar sasd that the object of all the volunteur organisations was
no other than to form a national army He contended that the
intention of all the orgamsations was mhtary dnlling otherwise
Dhoti and Kurta were cnough for social service

The wmeident of March 19 and the inhuman treatment of the
Punjab Government in quelhing ‘the khaksars had won them
mytiad sympathusers who looked down upon the mction of the
Punnb Government  Apitation favounng the hhaksars were
snevifahic ¥ Uniled Provinces Dera Ismail Kban and Ahmadabad

The Leg slattve Assembly Debotes Yol H & IV 1940 pp 208, 167

173
Home Department Pol () FileNo 26/2/1942 Political
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became the centres of agitation and demanded immedmte release
of Mashriq2 ¥  But the Government wobld not yweld 23. Tastead
it proceeded with serious steps  Strict vigilance was kept on the
press  The Information Bureau nformed the Home Department
that the Tuly-r-Islam, a Urdo monthly magazine, released from
Delh, published pro-Khaksar articles and editortals It also repor-
ted that a certamn Chaudhry Ghulam Ahmad, B A, of the Home
Department contributed articles to 1t under the nom de plume of
Parwez  These articles were of non-political and religious nature,
but they were objected to on the ground of Ahmad betng a2 member
of the Home Depariment 2?

The annual session of the All-India Muslim League, as stated
above, had been called for March 22, 1940 The March 19 mci-
dent had led people to believe that the session had been cancelled
The opponents of Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan had blackened his
political career  Mr M A Jinnah was oblivious of the tyranny
bemng committed on Mushims 1m the Punjab and it was msisted
that Jinnah should take the matter info his own hands But
Jinnah, a man of firm determmation as he was, did neither
thimk of postponung the Lahore session nor was he willng

37 The Mushim Association of Dera Ismail Khan passed the following
resolution

“Tfus representative meeting of the Mussalmans of Dera Istmarl Khan,
vehemently demands from the Government of India the mmmediate release of
their beloved great leader Hazratullamna Inayatnliah Khan Mashrig: and n
very strong words demands from the Goverament of the Puyab that at should
forthwith remove the charge of wviolence from the Khaksars so that i the
‘present . regime of war' the atmosphers may become pacified* Home
Department, Political, File No  74/8/1940, Pol (1)

¢ Home Department (Foltical), (I}, Frle No 28/2/1942

* The Home Department considered the case and wrote  “Rule 19 of
the Government Servants Conduct Rule, 1926 prowides that a Government
servant may contnibute anonymously to the Press, but must confine lumself
within the lisuts of temperate and reasonable discussion, and that, 1f hus con-
nection with the press s contrary to the public interest, Government may
withdraw his iberty to contribute  In this case as the articles are of a religious
and non-polttical nature and are contrbuted anonymously the conduct of
the clerk docs not seem objectionable *  See Home Department, File, No 337207
41 Pol ()
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to overlook the Khaksar affair  As scheduled the session stasted
on March 22 and Jinnah took up the hhaksar trag dy By passing
a resolulton Jinaah won back the outgoing Muskms  The resolw
tion placed on record the Leagues deep sense of sorrow at the
tragic incudent of March 19 expressed sympathy for the aggnved
deminded an impartial commttee of tnquiry and appealed to the
Government to  rescind their orders declanng the Khaksars to be
an unlawful association at an carly date @ Nawab Bahadur Yar
Jang a Khaksar leader of Hyderabad started negotiations with the
Government with a view to bring about the withdrawal of restrier
tions on the Khaksars and the order declaring them as a lawfil
association  But nothing came out of lus efforts  Sir Sikaodar
Hayat 10 an Asscmbly spcech made it clear that the Government
would withdeaw the orders only when it was satisfied that the
Khaksars would not attempt to defy law and order  Towards the
end of 1940 the Anjuman 1 Khaksaran appeared to be out of exss
tenc, s mwost of its officials were atrested or shadowed and ne
sign of its revival was visible

After the arrest of Mashriq: who was put an the Vellore Jail
{Madras) the responsibulity of contmnuag the movement feli on
the shoulders of lus two lieutenants  These were Bashie Ahmad
Siddigl of Peshawar and Dr Muhammad Ismail Nami of Lahore
Bashir Alimad Siddiqt was a shrewd politiciin and from 1922 to
1939 had been to jail many times  On the occasion of the Prince
of Wales visit to Peshawar he rassed an agitation and was sent to
ja!  He then yowned the Sarsad of Pe hawar as 3 subedstor In
1930 he formed the Mushm Nawjawan : Sathad  When the hhak
saf movement was 1 the malang He acted as ats| Salar i Jang and
by ‘sheer- dint of hard labour 'he became ‘the  heutenant. of
Mashrip  In 1940 be toured the districts of Ferozpur Amntsar
Julluader Ludhiana and Ambala to remnforce the Khaksars n the
Punjb  Iic attended camera mectings of Kbaksars at Algarh

M H Salyld op ¢t pp 327- 8§ Muhammad Raza Khan Waat

Price Freedom {Madras 1969) p 60 Asoka Mehta and Achyut Patwardhan
The Comn rnal Triangle {Allahabad 1942y p 32
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and Meerut which decided that negotiations for a seltlement with
the Government should continue, and 1n the case of farure, the
order of Mashriqi requiring thirty thousand Khaksars and thirteen
hundred Janbazs to reach Lahore should be given cffect to.
Rumours also were circalating 1 many places that he had set up the
Khaksar headquarters at Meerot and was directing the Khaksar
activities from there  In the official circles he was considered as
a clever and dangerous agitator and a keen Klulafatist

Hs other hieytenant, Mr Muhammad Ismail Nar, jomed the
movement . 1937 and by 1939 was considered to be one
of the most powerful leaders of the organsation

In February 1940, when Masheigs visited Delhs on the prosenip-
fion of s pamphlet Aksanyat ya Khun, he took Dr Nam with
bim and after his arrest Mashruiq reportedly proclawmed him as
Amur, and he took up the admmusirative work of the movement
He published statemeats i the Bagly, the Ihsen and Adakar,
demanding removal of the ban and release of Mashugr He
further musted that no ope save Mashrigr was authonzed to
negotiate with the Government, and falling these demands he
would move to Lahore with 30,000 Khaksars and 13,000 Janbazs
to tfransiate his dream tp action The activities of both the
hentenants were closely watched and the Punjab Government wrote
to the Home Department that it was of the utmost importance
that they should be placed under restramt, bemmg the most active
orgawsers of the Khaksar movement, 1n the capacity as members
of the Idara-i-Aliya appowated by Inayatulleh Kban before hus
arrest®  The Home Department, therefore, issued order for therr
immediate arrest which was done - The former was arrested, winle
the watrant against the latier continued chasing um from one
place to another for a long time

# Home Department, File No 74 /4/AM0, Pai (I)

2 See leiter of the Chief Secretary t¢ Government of Penjab to the
Secretary, Government of India, Home Depactment, No C-777, SDSB, dated
Sumla, £ May 24, 1940
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CHAPTIR VII
NO MORE UNLAWFUL

Ssvce THE DroLARATION of the Rhaksars as an unlawful assotiation
and detention of Mashriqs n the Vellore jari Madras  the demand
for the restoration of both was steadily growing St Richard
Tottenham the Additional Secretary to the Government of India
Home Department in lus [etter dated March 7 194 to the J D
Penny Chuef Sccretary to the Government of the Punjab com
menting on the Khaksar organisation remarked that the aimless
exsstence of the hhaksar orgamsation presented a problum which
contammg as st did elements of danger The Punjab Government
totally shared this view and 1 reply to the Additional Secrétary wrote
that the Rhaksars were graduslly becoming 8 more disturbing
element who presently had concentrated all ther energies on
secuning the gelease of Mashaiqn  The Punjab Government advised
Sir Richard Yo resist the movement to the last  because if he and
other Khaksar leaders were released the movement would aguin
crow  Not knowmng the future intentions of the organssers of the
movement he was at any rate satasfied that of Jaw and order con
tinued to be enforced the movement would die of wertia d

The 1bove assessment of the hbaksar actiities after the arrest
of Mashrigs was not tnfounded  As a matter of fact it did not

1 Secret Jetter No CSSB from Chief Secrotaty to 1he Punfab Qovern
ment to Additlonal Secretary Government of India Home Department dated
Lahore March 23 1941  Home Department File No %4/1741 Pol () P 1!
pp 98-100
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wane and new developments i the Punjab made soon themseives
felt The Khaksars distibuted prnted Urdu leaflets emphasising
the policy of the party as bemng cooperative to the Government but
pointing out that unless the Khaksar leader was soon released, they
mught court arrest and contmue the agitation ¢ ‘Allama Mashriqt
day' was observed on May 2, 1941 wm Patnz by the display of
emblems and flags on houses and shops? An influx of Khaksars
mto the Pungab from other prowvinces contiaued and though ther
number was meagre, the remforcement from outside to continue
the aptation mught have the effect of resuscitating the 2000 old
Pungab Khaksars who had dissociated themseives from the
movement4 The influx of Khaksars from the N'WEP mdicated a
number of 172, from United Provinces 12§, from Bihar 105, from
Sind 27 and from Bengal 12, and they had started creating trouble
m Rawalpind:, Multan, Hosiyarpur, Amuoisar and were extending
to others dstricts ® A report saxd that bestdes Bashir Ahmad
Siddgy and Dr Muhammad Ismayl Namm, twe new wafivential men—
Ghutam Mustafa Bhurgur of Sindh and Miyan Ahmad Shah, Bar-
at-Law, of N-WFP had also jomned the Idara-1-Ahyah, the Khaksar
High Command This had turther alerted the Government® The
mounting resistance of the Khaksars and the counter action of the
Government was in no way te be beneficial to cither of the parties
Sir Ziya-ud-Din Ahmad, the Vice-Chancelfor of the Aligarh Muslim
Unversity, who was the well-wisher of both of them, realising the
gravity of the situation, wrote to Tottenham  ‘From what I have
been able to see, the release of the Allama or even a gesture which
may ultimately lead to hns release will create very good mmpression

* Homte Department, File No 18/1/1941, Pol  Fortmghtly Reports on
Political Situation in Indua, January 194)

3 Home Department, File No 187571941, Pol Fortmightly Report op
Pohtical situation m India for the month of May 1941

4 Secrct letter of HD Cratk dated May 23, 1940 from Simla {0 Swe
Regmald Maxwell, Home Member, Governor-General’s Executive Council,
Home Drepartment, Tile No  74/1{A[40, Pol (I} pp 1-3,

& Ibd

8 fhid
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among all the persons interested i the hhaksar Movement ¥ In
this connection the considered view of the Punjab Government was
that they would not succeed 1n getting the nsing apiation under
control unless the neighbourning  provinces took strinent aciion to
help the Punjsb Government® The Governments of Bombay
Madras Bengal Central Provinces Sind aand the Punjab had
declared the Associttion as unlawful after the inaident of March 19
and the Pumjab Government insisted that N WFP UP and Bihar
should also make a2 similar declaration to ease their difficultics
But if they did not agree the Punjab Government suggested that
they could heip by prohubiting Khaksars under the Dufence of India
Rules from proceeding to the Pumjab  The Khaksar suuation i
Lahore and Rawalpind: was critical and therr influx from N WP
poscd a great danger 10 the Government of the Punjab® Some
hhaksar batches had planned to take duect acton  Ahmad Shah
Dr 1smait Nam and ther fellow Khaksars did not agree with this
attitede  The latter had sent a tclegram from Calcutia to Qud 2
Azam Jinnah in resposise to lus appeal to the Khalsar leaders.
The telegram ssid  Reparding your recent statement I the present
Head of the khahsar Movement delegate authonty to you for
Bonourable peace with the Ponjab Ministry includmg removal of
the ban of February 28 rclease of Allama Mashriqr and others
compensation to the sugvivors of those iled refund of fine and
return of property confiscated by the Government ** Mr Jinah
accepted the inwtation and Dr Namu to facibitate his effort for
peace ordered suspension of the movement temporanly ¥ But the

*Sir Ziya ud Din to Tottenham dated Aligarh. Msy 22 1341 Home
Deparmment File No 74714} Pol () Pt 1

SecretJetter of H D Crak dated May 23 1940 from Simfa (o Sir
Regtoald Maxwelt Home Member Governor G neral s Dxecutive Counctl.
H omp Qe ey F s No, M1 A0 Pal th o |

* Scc pursonal telegram dated May 31 1940 from the Governor of the
Punisb to the Governor of N WFP Home Department File No 74/A 1}40
Pol () p 14

32 Home Department Fie o 74)A 140 Pol (i) p 54

1 The Lastern Tume Lahore July 12 1940
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Government of the Pamab was not willing to withdraw the ban
The Central Intelligence Burean was of the opimon that the with-
drawal of ban from the Khaksar wonld be askung for frouble at a
time when other political parties had turned to mass movement

The Commumst Party was also put under ban but they were
permitted not to carry on therr normal party programme and
1deology but to ventdate through public propaganda their hatred of
Fascism and to cocourage a martal spinit 1 the people to yom war
The Khaksars were not considered fit to carry on such a programme
because they wanted to keep up their separate entity They wished
to act as a body to advance the prestige and mfluence of ther
organisation and this was an eye-sore to the Government The
war situation 1n Europe and the Far East had forced the Govern-
ment ¢o thiok in terms of war eflerts  Since the Khaksars were
considered an obstacle 1n the war, the Government was not willing
to do away with the ban, but siace the Communisis expressed their
hatred of Fascism which benefitted the Government i their war
efforts, restrichions mposed on them were relaxed

Now the only alternative open to the Khaksars was to shift
thesr headguarters from Lahore to Abgach which they immediately
did and resumed the publcation of Al-fsiali Between March
12 and 18, 1941 threc meetings of the leading Khaksars, attended
by Miyan Ahmad Shah, Dr Muohammad Ismail Nami, Moulan
Ablullsh XKhan, Dr Sir Ziya-ud-Din Ahmad and Nawab Bahadur
Yar Jung and others, were held  Relattons between the Khaksars
and the Government were reviewed and it was decided that a
deputation should wait on the Government to clear up msunder-
standing and to assure the Government of the basic loyalty of the
orgamsation  Miyan Ahmad Shak was appomted the ‘Qaid’
{leader) of the movement and 1t was suggested that the Qad and
S Zaya-ud-Dig should discuss the question with Jignah %

Yo November 1941 a section of Iefist Khaksars met in Deliu

2 Home Department, Frle No  74/4J41, Pol (I}, PL 1 (Intelligeace Burean

HD)p 149
# Home Department, File No 74/1/41, Pot ), p 36
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to discuss how 10 secure the release of ABlama Mashrip  The
counselings of Miyant Ahmad Shah for patience woere set asde
The meeting decided nter afiz that two Rhaksars should offer
themselves for arrest daily and on reaching the 331 they would start
fasting™ Miyan Ahmad Shah the nghtist did not parlicipate
but with 1l the power at his command tned to persuade the
Rhaksars to abandon therr activities  He failed

As decided unammonsly the Rhaksars offered themselves
voluntardy for arrest and Fatehpurs Mosque became the centre of
fasting for them until the Khaksar leader was released  Slogans
like Allama Mashaqi Zindabad Allama Mashnqr Azad ho
Rhatsars Zindabad and Hukumat: Bart.pta barbad ho  were
echioed ¥* In Sindh a new movement in support of the Khaksars
was maugurated to organise the Muslims who took a pledge to
wear a black badge on the nght arm 25 8 mark of resentment
apainst Mashriqu s deteptron  They declared themselves as Fidam
1 Islam (Devotees of Islam) and called Inayatullah Xhan Allama
Mashnigi as Amic Shanat (leader of the Community) ¢ Secref
and open correspondence between the Khahsars was intercepted
and code fetters were never delivered to them 17 It 15 interesting
to quote from onc of the letters written by a Khaksar to s Salar
1n a code language

I have received your letter All the refatives of Indha are
willing that the marnage {meaning agitation) should b performed
very carly The condition of the father 15 crtical The
brisk. preparations for the marnage are 1a progress  The dafe has
not yet been fixed The time  the date will not be fixed tdi
compléte and adequte arrangements have been made Ali the

* Home D partment File No 74/1)41 Pot ([) Secret seport dated
Nosember 26 1941 p 1534
1 Secret report dated Delhi November 26 1941 Home Department
Tile No 73/1/41 Pol (I) p 154
The hhaksar Movement Home Department File No 74j1/41 Pol (1)
P17l InUP the Pumab N WEP Bhopal Hyderabad there were reatwed
Khaksars acthvay pp 1213
sid p 182
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guests attending the marpape will assemble at Delly . Its
expected of you that you will grace the occasion with your wife
and cluldren The bride’s {Government} relations are not prepared
to compromise on any texms  Therefore the marrage will have to
be performed under compulsion ™%

The policy of the Government of Unmied Provinces was
lenient to the Khaksars It was willing to negotiate with the
Khaksar leader Miyan Ahmad Shah as he had been very co-
operative i the past  But hus activities fo the Central Government
were prejudhcial and it telegraphically served a warrant of arrest on
hum through the Chief Secrefary to the UP Government But
Sir Halleit intervened and wired the Home Department to hold the
order of Shah’s arrest 1n abeyance and permit him and others to go
to Vellore to mterview Mashriq: to bring about a settiement ** The
warrant of arrest was therefore deferred temporanly and Shah was
allowed to negotiate with the Government *® Miyan Ahmad Shahk
in his letter dated October 17, 1940, addressing to the Chrel
Secretary, the Government of UP, wrote that ke had been
pressed by responsible Khaksar leaders to take charge of the
Khaksar movement and before accepting the leadershup he would
hike to discuss the matter with Allama Mashrigr and of he succeeded
m persuading um to make a definite promse with regard to the
polcy of cooperation with the Government durnng the war, he
would reguest the Central Government to release lim aad 3t would
work as & check not only on Mashnq: but on the most extreme
clement amongst the Khaksars He complained of the nasym-
pathetic attitude of the Centyal Government in  withholding

18 +This Jetler was addressed to Sayyid Halnb Alr Aymen from Delin
Sayyid Habib Al was the Nab-Hakham-r-Ala of Khaksar orgamsation in
Ajmaere' Secret Report, Intelligence Burean, Home Department, File No
741141, Pol (1), pp- 181-82

2 See Telegram R No Gf66 dated and recened August7 1940 from

Goverpor, United Provinces to Home Department, File No 74/1-A/40, Pol (1},
p 117

20 Seg Telegram No 2959 dated Simla  August 8, 1940 from Home
Department to Governor, UP Homae Departmant File No 74{1.4140, Pol (1),
p 118
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Mashrig: s pension and sssming warrants of arrest under the Defence
of India Pules 2t

Thus letter provided a hopeful opportumty for a compromise
betwcen the Khaksars and the Government and the Governor of
UP drew the attention of the Viceroy to it The Governor sasd
that (he offer of cooperation 13 phmary and entirely genuine and
that the proposal for the release of the Allama 18 sccondary
and mamly rmportant as a condition neeessary for successful
cooperation 2 But the Viceroy turned down the request  He wrote
toM G Hallett Governor of the United Provinces

I fal no doubt whatever on the malerial that I have seen that
the Khaksar movement s in fact a dangerous organsation ofa
communal character while even 1f it may be prepaged 10 yts own
snterests Lo support government in present cireumstances itisin
fact the nearest approach in India to a well organised private army
1t s only a fuv months since we pubhicly recopnised the danger
of such organisations and any move on our part which may be
snferpreted as amounting to the acceptance of actise help from the
Khaksars 1s an orgamsation would Iamcertamn  be most
unwise Although the movement 1s at the moment quescent—
thanks to the action taken agamst its leaders—tt s s I suggest
above still potentally violent in character and I do not thmk it
18 gomg too far to suegest that thus attempt at negolation 13
dictated under 2 threat more or Jess veded of a renewal of wiolent
activities 2 Regarding the release of Mashriqs and cangellation of
the warrants he said that submission of those persons would be
uncondhtional and he did not desire anything but compliance
with law #

The unfavourable atlitade of the Centre 18 reiterated an another

4 Home Department File No 74141 Pol (N Pl p 6
# Scs Confidential letter of M G Hallett Governor of UP to Lord
wolhgos he Veams  LIALY ahe U 1AL Yame Dagactment File Ne
71148 Pol ) Pt I
From Lord Linlithgow to SuM G Sallett dated December 3 3940
Home Depariment Trle No 74/1/41 Pl (I} Pt Il p &
 Jhid p 42
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letter written to the Chief Secrefary, Governmeat of UP dated
March 7, 1941, m which attention of the provincial Government
15 drawn to the feture of the Khaksars  The letter ashed the UP
Government ‘to atm  at their extmnetion” But the Government of
UP did not consider it advisable ‘o extinguish the Khaksar
movement with a display of ruthiessness that would not be folerated
by public opmton 1 the case of a body the eaternal professions of
wiich are rehgious and social service and which has the sympathy
of the great body of Mushms  * He had mn mund the other side
of the picture and 1magined how the Khaksar could be readesed
more useful or at any rate Jess harmful to the Government
Resterating hus Government’s stand on the Khaksar movement he
communicated fo the Home Department that the Governor was i
favour of the release of Mashnqi, whether condittonally or un-
conditionally; the acceptance of any offer of help wiuch the
Khalsar might make, provided 1t conld not impede m any way the
prosecution of was, and the cancellation of warrants agamst the
Khaksars to brmg them closer to the Government2 A thorough
reading of the correspondence leads one to conclude that the stand
of the UP Government was guite balanced and that is why it did
not come m clash with the Khaksars

Later Miyan Ahmad Shah also wrote to the Private Secretary
to the Viceroy expressing his disappointment at the fadure to bridge
the gulf between the Khaksars and the Government He smd that
he had started hus effort with the am to prove in the Government
that the Khaksars were perfectly loyal and were not an obstacle m
the prosecatton of war  In the aforesaid letter, ke appealed to the
Viceroy to withdraw the ban on the Khaksars, o release Mashngt
and Bashir Ahmad Siddiqr from Veliore and Lahore Tails respec-

*® Secret letter from the Chuel Secretary, Government of UP, to Secre~
tary Home Department, dated Luckoow March 19, 1941 Theletter of March 7,
1941 sent to the Goveroment of UP from Centre 15 not traczable ¥t 15 from
the reply of Chiel Secretary, Government of Us letier of March 7, 1941 that
the present author has quoted Home Department, File No 741541, Pol {1},
Pt ILp 94 .
$
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tively and to cancel the warrant against Dr Namy ®

The Home Department agamn m a harsh tone replied to Miyan
Ahmad Shahthat even membership of the Khaksar orgamzation
18 now technically an offence It follows that those who resort to
actve support to the movement render themselves all the more
liable to the penalties of the law #

Ths attitude of the Home Dipartment showed lack of under
stanchng of Indian politics  Apart [rom the Khaksars there wers
the Congress and other affiliated bodies whose activibies were far
more antewar  But the Goverament exther sgnored or took muld
steps against them  Tlus differential treatment was undoubtedly
ntended to crush the Khaksar movement How could there bea
compromise between the Khaksars and the Government when the
latter was determined to wipe out the very existence of 8 movement
ealculated to render service to the Government and the people of
India  To thecredit of the Khaksars i may be added that not
withstanding the adveese atthitude of the Goverament they continued
to foster friendly relations between the Government and themselves
Even prior to this Mashriqu wrote from the Vellore Jail Madras
to the Viceroy a frank letter wiich could have been apprecisted
even by a man of mediocre talents and brought the Khaksars to
thur side but the preconceived notion of the Khaksar bemga
potential danger and also & preferental treatment checked them
Mashrig: wrote  The situation 1n Europe has become grave  The
Punjab Prermue I submif) 15 unnecessanly sowing biiterness i the
munds of Khaksars and st ss high time that we should finish ail our
ammosities and give everythig for the defence of India Tam
ready to organize all men at my disposal to shed the last drop of
blood sn accosdance with the plan H E lays down Let H-E
make brs gesture of removal of banhon us release all prisoners and

* Letter of Miyan Abmad Shah Par\st Law Bengalt Rotht Aligach,

dated August24 941  Home Deparment ?No 4 o e (47
pp 22 23

Letier from Sir Richard Tottenham Addlittonal Sccretary to Govern
ment of Indla (Home) to Miyan Ahmad Shal) Bar-at Law dated Sl:nln
Scptember 11 1941 Home Department Fale No 24 \J6 41 Pol (1) pp 2677
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he will find me ready to do &s he bids

“The Punjab Premier has confiscated my personal money and
thrown the family of twelve to starvation He 1s resolved to starve
to death hundreds of Khaksars 1 the mosque  Jt1s time all this
bitterness should cease*™ But thus also fell on deaf ears

Uttimately, though late, reason prevared on the Central
Government  The Shah was permitted fo nterview Mashriq and
between June 13 and December 7 no less than 9 persons had been
deputed to Mashnuiq to ascestain Jus view and even then neither
was he released nor tred by any court but continued detaned in
Jail  Miyan Abmad Shah, therefore, in shecr desperation and
thinkmg lest the Khaksars should indulge 1n some violent activities
decided to take the Khaksar affair i lus own hand Informmng
the Private Secretary to the Viceroy, he wrote ‘Even previous
attempts were made to bring the Governament and the movement
closer, but unfortunately the feelings of distrust on the part of the
Government were ronning high and consequently every offer of
cooperation was regarded with suspicion I have had dealings with
the UP Government and ail agreements asrived atin relation
thereto are shil being acted upon by the Khaksar orgamsation
without grumbling I trust my taking up the policy of the Khaksar
movement mto my own hands will pave the way for closer coopera-
tion and friendshup between the Government and the movement
Of course, a friendly gesture on the part of the Government will
make the task rouch casier ***  Thus the assumption of leadership
of the Khaksars by the Shah was timely After the arrest of
Mashriqi the Khaksars were hke a ruddesless boat threatening here
and there and needed a stecrman who could- prot thesr boat on a
turbujent ocean  They now got 1z Miyan Ahmad Shak, a man of
acumen aund far-sightedness

= Mashriqi's letier to Private Secretary to the Viexroy Home Depart-
mens, File No 74/6/40, Pol (I}, 1940

3 T etter of Miyan Ahmad Shah to the Private Secretary, Viceroy, dated
Algarh, March 17, 1941 Home Department, File No 74/1/41, Political (D),
Pt I,p 75
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In the Punjab Sir Sikandar Hayat Ahan was often subgected
to ertical question about the Khaksars  To the question how 1t
could be possible 1o révoke the orders declaring the Khnksars as
an unlawful body he would reply that it depended on the fulfilment
of certain conditions  These conditions were  firstly the Khaksass
should confine their activities to socral werk secondly they should
gree an undertaking not to defy the ordurs of the Punjab Govern
ment and thirdly the Khak.ars who had com to the Punjab from
outside should go back  And also an unambpgous pronouncement
shouid be made by the leaders that doring the war social service
too nouid be done i one s individunl capacity and that there wonld
be no drilling and no umiforms badges or symbols would be wom
by the Khaksars

Meanwhile kKhalsar and Mushm League cireles were discussing
the report of the commttee appointed to mquire to the Lahore
mesdent of March 1940 under Sit Douglas Y oung and Ex Justice
Mr Namutullah  The report held that whule the police order
apamst the Khaksar procession and the police finne m reply to
khalsars action was justified the police acted ;v 2 revengeful
spant an rounding up Khaksass and finng on them afier the mam
procession had been dispersed 2 This threw the Khaksarsinto a
fit ol ins1ne fury it was Jinnah s effort which pacified them  The
President of the All India Mushim Leapu  discussed the matter with
the Punjab Governm nt but the latter s stubborn attitude prevented
a solution coming out ®

From Vcllore Jall where he was detaned Mashriqt aformed
the Government of hus mtention to end his hife by fasting 1f the
Government did not release hum and fus 1500 followers languishing
1 different juls  Failing to get an accommodating  response from
the Government he started his selfwmpe d pendental fast on
Qiha YR, 104} Mg Alupet e we s nova weods was to

* Home D partment File No 7411 AJ40 Pol tics) (1) p 57

# Home Departmant, File ho 74JA-1}40 Pol (1) » 57 SeealsoFile
No 774431 Pol (1) Pt Tend 1Y

s i
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pursfy the soul and ultimately releaseit from the body *® ‘The
Government of India refused to accept that the fast was m any
way distinguishable from a hunger-strike and decided that Mashrigr
should be treated as an ordmary hunger strike prisoner

The fast of Mashriqt and the general condition of the Khaksars
m Jasl caused no small amount of consternation Sir Ziya-ud-
Din Ahmad, Vice-Chancellor of the Aligath Muslim Unversity,
called on Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan at Hyderabad, Deccan and
requested hum fo reconsider the Mashrigr affars  Sur Stkandar
pleaded that 1t was for the Central Government to release the
Khaksar leader  Himself he would have no objection to us entry
i the Punjab if the Central Government released him  The Vice-
Chancellor then mterviewed Sir Richard Tottenbam on November
19, 1941 and assured hum of the sincenty and cooperation of the
Khaksars durmg the war The charge of connsction with the
Nazss and Fascists against Mashriq was strongly obgpected to by
Sir Ziya~ud-Din who said, on the bass of telegrams and letters
pouring into his office, that the Muslims were generaliy harbourmg
strong sesentment over the Government attitude towards the
Khaksars -~ Sir Ziya-ud-Din thus pressed for immediate release of
Mashngi 3 Mr M A Kazmi also represented the Khaksar case
to the Legslative Assembly and requested the Government to deal
with the situation diplomatically *

In a few days, the ‘penitential fast’ reduced Mashng to the
pomt of sinking  Miyan Ahmad Shak, Sheer Zaman Khan and
Abdul Samad Khan procesded to Madras to sec Mashriqy and
explore the possibility of a settlement  Mashewqs disclosed that he
had already submiited some proposals to the Central Government

o2 Seq telegraphic informaticn sent from the Cinef Secretasy, Govern.
ment of Madras to Secretary, Home Department, dated October 24, 1941—
Home Department, Fale No  74/4/41, Pol, (I), Pt ¥ and IT

s letter from Sir Ziya.ud Din Abmad to Sir Richard Totteniiam
Additional Secretary, Government of Indsa, Home Department, dated Aligarh,
November 21, 1948, Home Dzpartment, File No 74/4)4), Pol (}), Pt 1, Sec B,
p 46

0 Lemstatne Assembly Debates, Vol 1V-194%, pp 753-54
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and that never would he stoop before the bureaucratic Government
for justiee  The proposals were

1 The hhaksars would continue to be & peaceful orgtisa

tion untl the conclusion of war

2 The Khaksars would not use the Ukhuwwat badge or

uriform that contravened Government orders

3 Belchas were to be abandoned until further orders

4 No parades and similar performances wounld be held

5 Al Khaksars ltles would be gnen up temporarily with

the exception of Hakim i Ala

6 The Halum 1 Ala af each prasince would be responsible

to ensure that the hhaksar movement in his province
would not become extinct

7  Good relations with the Government would be past of

therr permanent policy 3%

‘These proposals were free from any nsk to the Governm nt of
India s prosecution of the war effort The Government threw them
mto the channel of the routine forwarding them and calling for
opinions of the provincial Governments The Punjab Government
to which the proposals were sent telegraphucally stood by its earhee
decision to the effct that the condition precedent to the release of
Mashoiqs should be a public pronouncement by lum winding up
the entire Khaksar movement It further supgested some more
conditions 1f the release of Mashriqe was considered necessary by
the Government of Inda B;Q:y were (i) The movement of
Mashriqr would be restricted withm the area of Madras Presidency
and he..wonld not be ailowed 10 organise the Khaksars movement
or addsess any public mesting (). Should Mashriqa wish to take
part m sottal service he could do so mdwidually he would not
make any statement to the press (1i1) It would be in the discretion
of the Punjab Government to review all cases 11 which Khaksars
‘had been convicted ¥

¥ Copy of A Report on Rhaksar AQairs Home Department File No

74441 Pol (1) PL I p 31
! DO No §068 CDSB Punjab Civil Secrctanate Labore Dec 30 1941
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These, more or less, were the same™ proposals that Mashniai
had lmself Jaid before the Government The suggestions of the
Punjab Government appeared to be an  excuse to gain time Miyan
Ahmad Shah requested Sir Richard Tottenham to meet the
unammous desire of the enfire Muslim community by giving &
favourable consideration to Mashriqr's ptoposals and order tus
release  “His condition,” he added, ‘as | have seen hun 15 danger-
ously serious and nothing remains m bis body except tissues  He
cannot walk even two steps without leaning on sometlung, nor can
he talk even five or s sentences at 2 time I am afraid be may
break down any moment and finish Moreover, the cell 1
which he has been put appears from 1ts very size to be one 1 which
convicts condemned to death are usually kept  If he were, there-
fore, to die, say, withio a fortuight, this sort of solitary, dark and
unanry cell will certainly shorten hus hingering hfe by a few days

From what I have seen of the Allama, I may say that he is
nearmg his death Therefore, very urgently I point out that s
letter of 19th mstant may be immediately favourably considered
and s release ordered without any further loss of fume 38

The above mformation of Miyan Ahmad Shah sent {0 Totten-
ham was not exaggerated Allama Mashrigr himself mna letter
dated March 10, 1941 to Dr Rafig Ahmad Khan of Aligarh
Mushm Umgversity sad  ‘My last days are neariag It will be
alnght if 1 receive a reply and I am released Otherwise I am
gomng to dic I am pot gomg to change my decision nor do I
repent for it T am happy because L am going to lay down my life
for the sake of Government * Concluding his letter he asked him
‘Again gird up your loms © Do not let my face be blackened = Save
the honour of Islam Even now 1if you give up your loms and
many thousands of persons agamn come forward, then Viceroy 13
certawn, just as it happened at Lucknow We will all return home

Home Department, 74/4/41, Pol (1), Pt 1, Scction B, p 142

28 Letter from Miyan Ahmad Shab to Si¢ Richard Tottenbam, Madras
December 21, 1941 Home Department, File No 74/4/41, Pol (), Pt I,
Section B, p 132

85



KUAFSAR MOVEMENT IV INDIA

happily else my d.ad body will reach you

When the contents of the above letter were released to the
Press discontentand excitement among the Khaksars prevaded
In Cawnpore Lucknow Algarh and Saharanpur the actrviites of
the Rhaksars were on the iacrease Rumours pained currency that
soon the Rhaksars would march to the Capital of India  weariog
umiforms 1nd Bulchas and the last prtched battle would be fought.
Nishan 1 Ukhuwwat appeared on every arm and marching of
Rhaksars in siale files reappeared

A representative meeting of the Musalmans of Dera Jsmail
khan m a strongly worded resolution demanded the canccllation of
ban and the release of Mashugt

The Working Commuttee of the All Indra Mushm League 10 1ts
meeting at D Il on Norember 17 1941 also expressed grave
concern over Mashrig s fast and resolved that the prolonged and
10d finite incarceration and detenton without fnal of Allama
Mashnqi 1s causing grave concern not only to the members of the
Khaksars orgamssation but to the Musalmans generally  In view of
the chanped situgtion the commttee urges upon the Goyvemnment of
India to reconsider their policy and release Allama Mashngqe with
out delay ¥

Lven the CID Special Branch Luchnow scnt a Memorandum
to the Chief Secretary Govumment of UP saying that the Press
reports about the fast of Allama Mashriq: were creating agitational
moods 11 UP A mecting® was hield at Lucknow on November 14
1941 and proposals were made that Khaksars should march
through the wity and disobey the Government ban an ther organt
sation |A certain Mubarah ‘Husyan dissuaded them and gave
orders mstead that a fast should be observed on November 15 and
prayers be said 1 Anmunabad Park for the release of Allama

» Ylome Department File No 74/1/48 Pol (1) Part)
¢ Home Department File No 74/8140 Po? (1) Resolution passed vnder
the Bresidency Sahibzada Fazal Dad Khan President Distrsct Mushim League
editor of Mufahl 1 in 2 meetiog held oa November 15 19401 Russell park,
Home Depactment Fiie No 744042 Pol {1} Pt 1 z0d 1
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Mashrigr  After prayers, a leading Khaksar, Ghulam Qadir,
addressed the Khaksars and other Mushms and declarmg that
Khaksars were not afraid of death 4*

Amdst these bappenings Sir Zaya-ud-Din again drew the atten-
tion of Sir Ruchard Tottenham (o the deterioratmg situation  In 2
letter he pomted out ‘It s now the 22nd day of the fast On
account of the changed conditions there eaists no pomt to detain
Allama Mashrir 1n jail Even Sir Sikandar Hayat Klan 15 now
willmg to allow him to reside 1n the Punjab without restrictions I
request you to communcate the deciszon of the Government of
India to me at an early date ™ Under the above pressure and
view of hus deteriorating health, the Government of India released
Mashrigr in Janvary 1942 from the Vellore Jail, but resincted his
movements to the boundarzes of Madras presidency

For thys belated decision partly the Central and partly the
Provincial Government were to blame Not that the Centre jgnored
such an mmportant subject totaily but 1ts mistake lay n the fact that
1t relied on provinees absolutely  Even prior to the resolutions and
Tetter of the Mushm League and Sir Ziya-ud-Dm, the Home Depart-
meat had sent a cizcular letter to the Chuef Secretanes of all provin-
cial Governments inquiting theswr views as to the future policy to
be adopted m regard to the Khaksars ¢ Different opinrons were
received by the Centre  The Chief Commussioner of Delh: m lus
letter dated March 15, 194! mformed the Home Department that
‘while if would be difficult if not impossible for Goverament to
extinguish the Khaksar movement altogether in the mmmediate
future, 'the policy should be to prevent any expansion and to keep
extmetion i view as the ultimate desideratum’  The Government
of Bihar suggested ‘It 15-a porely sectanan orgamzation of a
confessedly mslstarsstic type, and one of its proposed aum 1s to

1 fbid

8 ]ctter of St Ziya-ud-Din to Secrotary, Home Department, dated
November 23, 1941, Home Department, File No 74p4/41, Pol (1), Pt Tand If

# See Sir Richard Tottenham's detter No 74/1/41, Pol (1), Home Depart-
ment, dated March 7, 1941
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worh for the seizure of power 1t seems unnecessary fo amm at
the total extinction of the movement  But the release of Allama
Mashrigt and other leaders without a reason  would merely
enable the movement to revive with renewed vigour and would be
terpreted as either o machiavellian design or a sign of weakpess ¢
The attitude of the Government of the United Provinces this time
again was sober and objectve  In the past neither did if ban the
orgamisation nor oppos it Jrchose the nuddle path The Chef
Secretary to the Gosernment of UP wrote to the Home Depagtm nt
that st was not possible to extngwsh the Ahaksar Movement with
out 2 display of ruthlessness and that would not be tolerated by
public opinion i the case of a body the externil professions of
which are religious and social service and which had the sympathy
of the ereat body of Mushms 8 Thus the differences on the
Khaksar question prevented the Centeal Government from taking
any bold step

Meanwhile the question came up before the Legislatne
As unbly  Sir Sayyid Raza Alr m a speech im the Assembly sad
that Allama Mashniqr had been rcleascd but hss liberty had been
curtasld and he was not allowed to go anywhere outside the
Madras Prestdency  With the support of many members of the
House he presented a resolution requesting th Gavernment to Wit
the ban on Allarea Mashriq: and the Khaksars He put a question
to the Home Members Can the Goverament reasonably justify
the present ban aganst the hhaksars continumg m spiie of the
Libera! action they have taken with reference to the Communists
and those who were convicted for vartous offences by Court of
Law ¥ Sir Ziya ud Din Ahmad sard that there was an aliegation
at one fime that the Khaksars were fifth colummists and that they

Sez letter of the Chief Secretary to Goverament of Bibar sent to Sic
Richard Tottcoham dated March 19 194!
Letter of the Cheef Secretary Government of UP to Sccretary Home
Depsriment dated March 19 1931 No 518 CX (Secret)
8 The Legitlative Assembly Debates Vol i 194 (Suuteenth Session—
September 14 to Septumber 24 1942) pp 414 415 460 463 465 467 41

480 483
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were m touch with the Nazt orgarusation  If this was cstablished
and proved, be had nothmg to say, otherwise the ban should be
Ifted He presented two crteria to jyudge the boua fides of any
orgamsation  Furstly, was that orgamisation helping or obstructing
war cfforts 7 Secondly, was that orgammsation likely to create
communal frouble and widen differences between Hindus and
Mushims 7 He disenssed at length the non-communal approach of
the Khaksars, therr offer of 50,000 soldiers to assist the Government
m the war and concluded that by no stretch of imagmation were
they anti-war or communal 48
Sir Ziya-ud-Din was folfowed by Mr Husayn A Lalijee and
Khan Bahadur Shaykh Fazl-rHaq Mr Hagq supported the 1deo-
Iogy of the Khaksars, their simpheity, disciphine, self-sacrifice,
which were typical of the early periods of Idam  He renunded the
House that military drll and uniform were consistent with Islam
“for every Musalman 15 a soldier m the service of Allah and his
communiy ¥
Sayyid Murtaza Khan staunchly pleaded that the movement
did not have vicious designs or violent intentions agamst the
Government  He quoted a Persian line
‘Don’t look down upon Khaksars , there may be
an occasion {o find out a real master rider from
that dust >
During the Assembly debates Sy Muhammad Yamun Xhan,
Raja T Manavedan, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Mastra, Mr Jamna Das
M Mehta pleaded the case for the withdrawal of ban from the
Khaksar Movement 5
The Asscrably debate brought out. the pomnt that the rghts
which were enjoyed by the Conpress volunteers, the Seva Samif

8 Ihd

= fhid

b The Legmislatne Assembly Debares, Vol II1, 1942 (Sixteenth Session,
September 14 {0 September 24, 1942), pp 414, 415, 460, 465, 467, 479, 480,
483

& Nad
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volunteers the Hindu Mahasabha volunteers should not be demed
10 the Khaksars

But 1his time the Central Government in view of the senious
situationt that needed immediate action intended to relax the
restiiction on Mashoge and the Kbaksars and commumcated
their decision to the Pumab Government  But the Punjab Govern
ment still insisted on ifs previous stand and reported to the Centre
that the Kbaksars were a dangerous orgamisation which would be
far better ended than mended % 1t considered the suggestton for
the release of Mashriqr as premature because in spite of the ban
being imposcd the hhoksars were organusing under Hilal 1 Ahmar
a well Pt orgamisation It considered the change i the policy of
the Central Government as iropportune and stated that the
expenience of the Pumab Government had showa that not the
slightest trust can be reposed m any undertaking given by the
Allama who 13 50 unbalanced asto be constitutionally ncapable
of abiding by any undertaking ¥ The Punjab Government stood
by its opmion like asolid rock and thought that the removal of
the ban followed by the return of the Mashng: to the Punjab
would result in the restoration to him of his former position It
also filt and ton great extent rightly that the immediate result of
the removal of ban would be a resuscitation of all the paratlel
communal organisations bent on arming themselves i self-defeace
The Punjab Government thercfore viewed the Central Government s
deciston with grave apprehension and expressed its strong  0ppost
tion to any relaxetion of restrction on the movement or s
leader® The Central Government wasan a dilemma

But the forces for coneithiation were still at work  Sir Ziyaud
Din wrote to Tottenham that he had requested Sic Suitan Ahmad
10 act as mediator (o settle the ssuc whose outcome mught be of

* Confidenttal letter of the Punpnd Government Punjab Civil Secre
tariot No 5210 CDSB  Labore May 27 1942 to ‘Toltenham Home Depart
ment Fite No 74/4241 Pol (1) SectionC p 73

{bid

¢ {bid
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great use to both theparties  Sir Ziya-ud-Din also referred to 2
telegram Mashriq! had sent from Madras saying that the Govern-
went of Madras threatened to rearrest bum  He pleaded that the
yearrest of Mashngt would be unwise 3 Mashnigr himself mformed
Sir Sayyid Sultan Ahmad, the meduator, that «f the ban contmued
tll the Chustmas, he would start for Lahore on his own and if
mferfered with he wouid resist it unty death 5

Now there was no altecnatwve left to the Government  Persua-
sion and force having alceady been amply wused, the Central
Government ultimately took a positive step  The Xhaksar question
was brought before the Legislative Assembly on September 22, 23,
1942, and the Assembly endorsed the Goverament action of ifting
the ban  To be n accord wath the Centre, all provincial Govern-
ments and Chief Commussioners also cancclled the orders they had
sssued under the Defence of India Rules Mashriqr reciprocatng
m a staterment smd that actiities of the Khaksars were fo be of
such a nature as to cause no anety to the anthorities as long as
the war lasted ‘Lam comvinced,’ he added ‘that the programme
of a Khaksar at thus eventful moment 15 to make himself ready for
selfless service irrespective of caste or creed and to be of utmeost use
to all *¥

¢« Letter of Sir Ziya ud-Din fo Sir Richard Tottenham, dated Ahgarh,
Angust 20, 1942

¢ Telegram of Allama Mashriq: to Sir Sultan Ahmad, dated December
12, 1942

4 Home Department, File No 7414/41, Pol (1), Seetion C

Though ban was hfted from the orgamsation yet certain ressrictions on
drill and belchas were sull inforce  Therefore Af-elan, a Khalsar nensbaper
of UP_1n 1its sssue of Ociober 23, 1942 threatened the Government to with-
draw even these restnictions 1t wrote

‘The Gosernment of India may well labour under the delusron that they
can end the Khaksar movement through a policy of complete tactturniiy whech
they have been adopting for sometsme past  The paper reminds tne Govern.
ment that no movement has fizzled out mm thus way, on the other hand st has
gamsed momentum gradoally  The efforts made by the Govemnment of India
m 1940 to crush the movement have Mmled, bocanse mstead of veahening i, it
has mn fact consderably sirengthened the movement muck as the Khahsars
have, by making valuable sacrifices, become hardly soldiers imbibed with an
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Mashrig: now proceeded to Delli Reaching there on
January 2 1943 he was recewved at the railway station with thun
dering acclamatrion  Soon after hus arnival he addressed a meeting
i Queens Garden (which was tn contravention of seetion 144
order in force in Deth))  Whnle expressing thanks to the Govern
ment for withdrawing the ban he exhorted all Khaksars to ¢xpress
stmlar thanks to God and to Government 1n mosques on January
8 1943 In the cveming & private mecting was convened n the
‘Tay Hotel where Mashriqe stayed It was attended by mfluentia!
members ¢ of the orgamisation  The intelligence stafl’ was exercising
a close watch on Mashriq: and secret reports were despatched to
cerfan provinces ¢

On March 19 1943 (the date on which clashes between the
Rhaksars and the the Punjab Polce had taken place three vears
ago leading to the banon the khaksar organisation) i most of the

unconguerable sp ¢ tofach eving therr goal  Home Department Pohiteal File
No 8/2)194.. Pot (1)
Some of i em were as follows

(H Allama Insyawllah Rban Mashngl

(i) Mir Ghulam Qadir Nazm-l Alam UP

(N Professor Muhammad Rafique of Aligach UP

{d) Professor Dueram of Al garh UP

(v) Muhammad Aslam Chistits of Lahore

{v) Bashur ud Din Janbaz of haithal harmal d staact Ponjad

(vity Hafiz Ibrahim Salsr of Khurja UP

{riri) Abdul Rashid Quresk € ty Salar of Labore

t/x) Mshammad Umar C ty Salar of Delh

() M ihammad Yaqub Hakim 1 Alz of Delbi

(x7) Ch. Zahur Abamad of Delh

(xif) Muhammad [dris Salar Sadar Bazar Belb, etc

Copies of Reports sent to

(!} WD Robinson 1P Supenntendent of Police CID (A) Special
Bsanch Punjab Lahore

¢ G D Parkin IP SP CID Special Branch UP Lucknow

tiny 1 P Morton {P Central Intell gence Oficer  Punjab 2nd Delin
Lahore

() E 1 Bevendge, IP Asstt Direclor (5) Intelligence Burean Home
Depanment Government of India New Dl {See Homa Departs

ywent File No 74441 Pol (1) Pt 1
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Punjab towns ‘Khaksars Day’ was observed Khaksars appeared
wearing black badges to mourn ‘the martyrs kitled 1n the clash with
the barbarsans* Wreaths were laid on the graves and flowers were
strewn at the site of the mcident with $wo punutes’ silence mn the
mosques % There was considerable activity 1n N-WEP, the Punjab,
United Provinces and Bombay The people all over the provinces
were asked to jom the orgamisation Contributions were rased
from Mushms and new officer were created for the orgamisation

Camps were revived and preparations were made to hold “Khaksar
Miltary Trammg Camp’ m United Provinces Jhansi, Ajmer,
Kohat, Ahmadnagar which had not yet felt the slightest impact of
the Khaksar movement were now s torch-bearers . The Al-Islah
had beer banned with the arrest of Mashngs and a Security of
Rs 1000 was demanded from its publishers m November 1942

This ban confinued even after the change m the situation  Mashniqy
was writated  He saw Secretary of the Home Dgpartment He
also contacted Sir Ziya-ud-Din Ahmad and brought to his notice
that some Khaksar prisoners were still rotting m Jail He requested
Inm to meet Sic Regmald Maxwell or Sur Rechard Tottenham on
the earhest possible date and pressing on them the absurdity of not
hftmg the ban on thew paper® In the ahsence of Al-Tsiak,
Mashnar’s orders for the Khaksars appeated m the Zanundar
{Labore}, the Fgbal {Rawalpmdi), the Radance (Aligash} These
orders emphasised the milttant aspect of the movement  The newly
started paper the Al-dskarat (Lucknow) and the Suftan {(Bombay)
Ifted the Khaksar matersal from the above papers ¢ The situation
once agam threatened to be alarmmg and shook up the Home

% Extract from Daidy Report No 18, dated March 24, 1943 recened
feom the Central Infelhgence Officer, Lahore, Home Department, File No
74j4/41, ol (1), Pt 111

s Extracts {rom the Report on the Situation n the Punyab, Bombay efc
Sec Home Depariment, 28/5/48, Pol (I}, Branch Also sce Fde No 74)4/4L

~ Pol @), Pt HI

sz Mashrig®s lettec to Sir Ziya-ud-Din Abmad, dated Juwe 30, 1943,
Kome Depariment, File No 74/4/41, Pol (internal), Ft [T
3 Hotme Department, File No 28/5/43, Pol (1)
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Government A warning to the Khaksar orgamsation was again
contemplated

To begtn with the Viceray wrote personal fetters to all
provincial Governors drawing their attention to the tumulivous
actiilies of the Khaksars and sought therr views  The thing that
constramned the Viceroy besides the Khoksar avtmties was the
emergencs of the Mushim League by that ume a5 a most powerful
foree 1n Judian politics  As 18 ciscussed o the succeeding pages the
relation between the two mstead of being harmonious had worsened
and a clash appeared to be 1nevitable

Paradoxically tius time all the provinctal Governm ats | sath
the exception of Bombay admitted that there had been mid rovival
af the Khaksar maovement but they did not consider it e m nace
The Govesnments of Sindh  Assara  Bungal Berar and Madeas
treated the matter mildly and while admtting signs of revisal they
thought that 1t was msigmficant to take notice of The Gowern
ment of United Provinces went to the extent of suggestine that
Khaksars could be dealt with by ordinary administsatne means and
not by the reimposition of the ban whih would creat  questions
of greater importance than the one which st ts intended to solve
Only the Presidency of Bombay saw a potential danger m the
revinal of Khaksar movement and to put down the menace at the

For detasls see the following correspondence betwzen th Provincial

Government and flome Denartment
{a) Letter of the Chuef Secretary to Sindh Government dated May 31

1943

(5) Letter of the Ch ¢f Seeretary to Assam Government dated June €
1943

(& Letter of the Chief Secretary 1o Bengal Goverpmant dated Moy 3t
1943

() Letterof H } Twypam Gorvernment s Camp Borar dated June 6
1943

(¢} Letter of the Chuel Secretary ta Madras Government dated May 8§

1943
(f) Letter of tho Addl Secretary to Bombay Government  dated

June 11 1943
(£) Letter of the Chel 5 eretary UP Government duted May 28 1942

Home Deparliment File No 74/4/4] Pol (1) pe it
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eariiest possible moment, it suggested that 1if the Government con-
sidered 1t advisable for the ban to be raimposed the Government
of Bombay would ‘acquiesce gladly 1 such a decision ® {The views
of the Government of the Punjab do not appear 1 the proceedings
of the Home Department May be 1ts attitude was consistent with
its previous attitude which was hostile to Khaksar movement}

A critical study of the pertod followmng the kfting of the ban
shows that the Khaksars had resumed almost all of thetr previous
practices with shpght modifications Fortmightly reports of the
provinciat Governments confiem this view, but these Governments
did not entertain much fear from the Khaksar orgamsation It
was only the Ceatre which took 1f seniously Sir Richard Tottenham
wrote to Mashriqg

¢ It s apparent from reports the Government of India have
recerved from vanious provinces that your followers are indulging
1n activities which transgress not merely the spirit but the letter of
your undertaking  Camps ostensibly for the purpose of social
service have been held despite the instructions that social service
shall be performed indmduatly Khaksars have performed
military dsil, have appeared 1 public m uniform and have carrred
Belchas It 15 impossible to believe that these breaches of the
undertaking have taken place without your connivance or consent
T am therefore to convey to you a final warning that if, alera
fortnight from the date of thus [etter, 1t appears to Government
that these activitics on the part of the Khaksars are continuing in
any part of the country, Government will conclude that you have
faiied to honour your word  and will immediately remmpose the
ban on the Khaksars Assoctation 2%

Thus appeared to be the prelude to the remmposiion of the ban
Mashnigr therefore issued mstructions deleting certaz items of the
Programnie, such as holdmg of camps, tying of Ukhuwwat badges

9 Letter from the Addl Secretary to Government of India to Inyatuliah
Mashriqu, dated July 19, 1943, File No 74/4/41, Pol (B}, Pt 15
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and display of any hind of nulitary activity ©  But the Khaksars m
general were not m concurrence with the Mashriqus departure from
the past A meeting of the Khaksars of Delhi was called to consider
the situation in the light of the warning given to the Khaksars

While adhering o the instruction of Mashniqr it decided that the
Khaksars should go bare headed with a copy of the Holy Qurn
hangmng an their neck to Mushm masses to apprise them of how the
British Government was persecuting thems 47 The Khaksay press also
did not budpe an inch from its previous stand  In a roanng voice
1t backed the Khaksars and wrote more profoundly than ever

The duly of the Khoksar s clear The future of ours
countey the future of Millat 1s at stake  Let us not be deluded by
the prizes being offered =

Thus the Khaksars hed become a problem fo the Government
of Incha before and durmg the mposihion of ban as also afierits
cancetlation

¥ Sce Mashely 8 letter 1o Tottenham Cated July 22 1943 for the Jns
truction

Home Depajtment Tile No ‘74/4j/d1 Pol () T 18] Ixtrsct from
CID Yzhore Secret Ymia s Repost dated August § 1941
* The Radlance (Ahgath) dated Auvgust 27 1943
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CHAPTER Vil

NAZI CELL AND MUSLIM UNIVERSITY

Tt 1939, Tee international situation, as a result of the rise of tofak-
tanan states in Europe, agamn deterorated, and Jed to World
War II  Germagy under her powerfusl dictator, Hitler, appeared
on world stage as a chalienge to the Briish Empirte The Germans
were said fo have developed therr contacts all over the world and
even m India

In April 1939, Dr Schacht, an Es-president of the Rexchsbank,
who pmd a visit to India, was mterviewed by the Khaksar Leader
Allama Inayatuflash Xhan Mashrip  The Central Intelhgence
office reported that their meet impressed the Ex-President so much
that he had promused Mashriqe ‘German gold® for his movement
He also reported that prior 1o the visit of Dr Schacht, Nazis i the
Punjab had evinced keen interest i the Khaksar movement 1 The
Central Tatelligence Bureau alse had a report that Mashniqr called
on Hutfer during one of his European tours and Khaksar leaders
were 1 touch wsth German agents through a ‘Turkish General
This was spioy matenal to feed to the Anglo-Indian Press wiuch
spotlighted what 1t called the Khaksar-Axs connection

Allegations made by responstble men 1 public’ Iife also sus-
pected Khasar-Axis connection In a letter to one of hus friends,
Pt Jawaharlal Nelire expressed surprise as to the sources from which

* Home Department, File No 111/40, Pol ¢I), pp 95, 96

* Home Department File No 11340, Pol (J), Infelugence Bureaw
(Horoe}, Secret, p 95
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Khaksars were getting money  He said that in Government circls
it was beleved that the funds came from the Nazig 3 In the UP
Legislative Assembly in 1939 the Rhaksars were accused of recenving
finanerl support Srom the Nazis and other foresgn powers 1mount
wg io Rs 37 lakhs ¢

Rumour ran afleat 1 Bombay snd P C Joslu and his
Communist Party qlso beleved that Dr S hacht had gven
Rs 70000 to the Khaksar organsation and that the Khaksars had
totally come under Naz influence  Suresh Banery a labour leader
of Bengal and Aswani Gangult also held the same view?® A letter
from one ramed Tawhid from Gaya wnifen to an authonty of
Golden Mosque Lahore—the mam mosque 1 which the Khaksaes
had taken refuge m 1939 was intercepted by the Punpb CID
It made 2 mention of financial assistance 1n yasue terms €

Some Germans i India also confirmed that the Khaksars
recerved German money to oppose British rule 1z India Men lke
Schulz a German nt rnee sn Ahmadnagar when nterrogatd
{December 1939) corroborated the avothentity of the news
Schulz, 2 German Chrsstian by birth had lately embraced Hinduism
Bron Ehrenfels another German snternee also affirmed Schulzs
statement adding that he was told by Dr Utrchs the Nazi leader
n India about money beme supphied to the khaksars?

Of the rumiours the most widely current about the German
conncction were the statements of Shankarial Bansal the Forward
Bloc emussary to Japan and Soumen Tagore 2 Beneal Communist
The former stated that the German Consul at habehad lad
mformed him that there was an army of four lakhs of hhaksars
who were| nounshed by German money | while the Jatter told
fre nd ducing 2 conversation that the KRhaksars were bemp paid

Shd (Qeitr of Pt fawahadlal Nehru to V R Rl Menon dated
Aptil 3 1939 Hom Department T'ile No 1140 Pol (1) p 95
Home Depariment Tile No 74/1/41 Pol (Iy Pt 1T p 185
s ibid p 95
¢ Home Depactment, T Ne 11140 Pol (1} p 97
Home Department Fde Mo 111}40 Pol () P 96
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by Hitler ®

The suspicion of the Government for the rarson d'etre of a
Khaksar-Axs connection was further confirmed by a number of
messages broadeast in Hindustam from the ‘Azad Muslim League’
Radio statron i Germany and received on 19 72 metres at 20 00
hours The messages broadeast, on exammation, were found con-
taming instructions for the Khaksars and meant to alienate Mushm
sympatlues for the Government The treatment meted out to
Khban Abdul Ghaffar Khan and the refosal of permit to Haj pigrims
constantly figured in these broadcasts ®

Italy was also said to be involved m the affarr Tt was well
known that the Ialian Muuster m Kabul, Sipnor Qurano, had
deputed a man named Muhammad Aslam, the {ranslator at the
Ifahan Legation to India, to collect informations and photographs
of the Khaksar disturbances in Lahore Two Ifallan women, Signor
Mazzim and Signora Ungaro, had been reported present mn Lahore
durmg the Khaksar-Police clash in March 1939 % In July 1932
the ltahan Consul General demed the allegation that Fascist
powers had financed the Khaksars or that they were mterested 1
Indsan affairs ' But the mam source of monetary help was believed
to be German, the Italians acting as mere agents™ Many news-
papers styled Khaksars as *German Fifih Colummsts’ and
commented on the Khalsars’ pro-German ideology They com-
pared the use of belchas and mock-fight, to Geeman pre-war
preparations  Reporis regarding the hasson of the Japan Govern-
moent with the Khaksars through the Japanese Counsel-General also
gamned. currency m the early days of 1940 The same year a
certam. Muhammad Amn sought Mashngr's mstructions for
opeming 4 Khaksar branch at Celebes (Duich East-Indiess He

® Jiud \

* Sec extract from survey No 39 of 1943 for the weeh endmng October 2,
1943 Home Department, File No 28/5/43, Pol (i), p 1S

Lo fhued,, p 16

2 Home Department, File No 74/i41, Pol (f), Pt IL p 185

* See extract from survey No 39 of 1943 for the weeh ending Octobes 2,
1943 Home Department, Frie No 28/5/48, Pol (I),p 16
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appeared to have recoived inspiration from a Khaksar branch
founded 1t Naicoh (East Africa) in 193912

‘The Khaksars were also accused of anciting tnbal leaders to
stir up trouble on the Frontter  The well known leader Khushhal
khan had participated promnently m ae unstecessful revolt
engmeered by the Iralins a_amst the Afghan Government m
Aupust 1939 Tn 1940 he sent overtures to Mashoip offerm,, the
support of 13000 Afridis 1n th  comng revolutton  What was
that revolution remasmed obscure  Fazal Ilabt one of FagirIps
agents who toured the rich plans of India for the collection of
funds for the Faquir disclosed in the Pungab that he bad beun sent
by hm {0 getn touch with the Khaksars :n India to assist them
1 throwing off the Brtish yoke  Both Rhushhal Khan and Fazal
llah had connections with German and Italian Legations in Kabul
apparently Tor subverting the British in Indig *

The Information Bureau first did not believe the authentiesty
of the reports mparding the German Kbaksar allance but &
thorough search later on pomntedly said that the messa.es were
necessarily genuine ¥

The applaus. thit the Khaksar Movement receved at the
Aliparh Muslim Unyversity was great with students and some
Professors frecly partieipating in it

Aligarh shot iato prommence with Str Sayyid Ahmad Khan'®
who founded the Mubammadan Anglo Ori¢ntal College there 1n
1877 for the hiberal education of the Mushms By steady efforts
the tiny college grew into a Unwversity 1n 1920 and became the
forcrunner of many of the Socio political movements Ahgarh

* Home Department Tile No 7471441 Fol () Pt 11 p 185 foreien
conncetion

¥ Home Departm mt File No 28 543 Pol (f) Extract from survey
No 39 of 1943 Tor the week ending 20d October 1943 1 16 )

A Ipid

Born 1n 1817 entered British seevice and retred 9 3 Munaf founded

MAO Colfege m 1877 opposed ihe Indiin National Congress, 3 great educa
tonsst and reformer died n 1898
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School opposed the Indan Mational Congress 1o 18837 welcomed
the parfaiion of Bengal m 1905 and took a leading part 1 the forma-
tion of the Mushm Leagne m 1906 Hitherto Algarh School
pursued a policy of cooperation with the Brrush Government but
from 1907 a wave of anti-Bntish atirtnde blew over there, and m
1920, during the Khulafat-nop-cooperation days sts old alumm
founded 2 counter Umivessity—the Jaruah Milliyah 1

Sice Aligash was the cuftural, educational and political centee
of the Tndian Musalmans esery movement was nourished here by
the students The reception of the Khaksar movement atsong
students and professors should not therefore be astomshing
Unwersity students paraded side by side with local Khalsars,
attended camips and performed merdorious social  service
Radiance® the party organ had started publication i Algarh
under the editorship of a student assisted by Professor Amur Hasan,
Dr Rafig Ahmad and Me Durram® The Rediance, whie
supportig the cause of the Khahsars pleaded for cooperation with
all Itwrote Khaksars are peaceful and law-abiding everywhere
‘They arc everywhere anxious to cooperate wath the autborities as
with other communities for the mawmtenance of pubkic order and
securtty of the country =

1t was during the heyday of the Khaksar Movement that the
Gaovernment focussed 1fs attention on the Algarh Muslon

¥ Sir Savyid oppased the Indizn Nationtl Congress op the ground that
the moverent was premature  Mushuns were educationaliy backy ard and the
Hindus were abead of them  He mtended that these <tno eves’ of our mother
country may shire bright with cqual grace and brilliance It v as only possthle
when the two attained equal educational status St Sayyid thercfora devoted
Inpself to the des elopment-of Voshm education

#Tn 1920-21, dunog the Khulafat Moveraent, a section of the old
alumm of the MAQ College disaffiliated themselves and founded a Nationaf
Unsversity at Aligarh in opposiiton to the Abgarh Mushm Usnersity  Later
on 1t nas sfted to Dellyt and was named as Jamiz Mdhyah

123t vas a weekly started in the first week of February 1941 Thus 1s not
to be confused with the present Radience published from Deltn

% Home Deparment, File No 74/8{31, Pol (). pp 76-93

= The Radiance, May 15, 1941, Also sce [brd , May 22, 1943
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Unwversity  and the Intellience reposted that besides dozens of
students Professor Abdul Sattar Khairs Professor Babar Mirza
Peofessor Zafar ul Hasan Dr Lodli Kanm Hyder Dr Abdul
Aznz Dr Mansor Dr Al Hyder Profissor Rahmatullah
Mr Abid Ahmad Al Mr Ahmad Wahab Kham Dr Rafig
Mr Obaydullab Durrami Dr Amir Hasan Abdul Aziz Memon
Dr Niyaz and Mr Bashir Almad Khan were also sts active
members They instigated students and got them enrolled 2 Lven
Dr Sir Zsya ud Din  the Unnveraity Vice-Chancellor was said to
have sympathy with the Khaksars * Some of thern had been to
Germany marnied German women and brought with them the
Naz wdeology ntroducing it i the hhaksar Mosement The
Intelbyence Bureau wrote to the Home Department that the
information they received sucgested the cusience of what we cal}
the Gurman cell in the Algarh Ungverssty  which was most active
and powerful ¢ The Home Department sent a statement of its
own findinaes to the Director of Information Bureau and sought
further mwformation about Professor Abdul Sattar Khaier Prolessor
Babar Mirza and Dr Zafar ul Hasan et ® In hus reply Mr H J
Frampton added some more facts to the knowledge of the Home
Departm nt  He observed that (s) Profussor A § Khaim had the
previleze of recervang a copy of Hitlur s Rewchstag speech of 1933
{+/) hg was 1sked for a report on a student who wished to wridea
lfe of Hitler 1 1934 (uf) he was in touch with the German
Consufate who sent lum a copy of an article on the Hitler s Youth
Movement (i) he sent his prestings to Hutler on hus barth day
and was thanked by um ¢

Home Department Eile No' 74/8 41 Pol (1) p 8

Itud

Hom. Department Intelligence Bureat Government of India S mla
dated August 16 1939 1o H J Frampton Deputy Secretary to Government of
indta Ifome Depariment File No 11140 Pol (1) “az Propapinda w
Aligarh Unaversity

* Letter of the Home Department sent to Director [nformation Bureau

dated Suly 27 1940 {Home) Tile No 113480 Pol {§)

Letter of ¥ 1 Frampton Dy Secretary to Gosornment of Indin
(Home) to the Seerctary (fHome} dated Tebruary 10 1941
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The Xhaksar Movement and a Naz Cell 1 the Muskm
Umversity led to the development there of an anti-British attitude
The Secretary of State for India realised that the aim of the
Khaksar Movement had changed from ‘social service and general
uplift of the people’ to that of mulitant preparation ‘In view of
the mcreasing military character of 1he movement,” he wrote to the
Viceroy, ‘1 feel sure that Sikandar showed both courage and wise
statesmanship 1 promuigating an order banning the more martsal
side of its activaties 1t wonld certamnly seem that the move-
ment 15 assuming an All-India rmportance A thing that has
puzzied me a good deal 1s to find a man Like Sir Ziauddn attending
a private meeting of the orgamisatron, and thir brings me to the
eusting situation m connection with the Aligarh University The
reports which have been commg i1n as the atmosphere which
prevails there are cerfainly somewhat disquieting In a recent
report by the Central Intelligence Bureau st 1s stated that consider-
able pro-German propaganda is bemg carried on by no less than
four of the Professors at the University 2 Sir Findlater
Stewart of India Office also asked for infoimation about the ‘Naz:
Cell’ at Aligarh from the Home Secretary, Mr R M Maxwell
The Seccretary replying said that latest reports m his possession
revealed Little of ‘German propaganda in the Unsversity and thaf the
elements formerly engaged in such propaganda are now directing
their energies to the support of the Khaksar movement 2

As stated above the Central Intelligence Bureau had mformed
the Home Department of the existence of a ‘Naze Cell’ makwng
wnroad in the Khaksar students of Algarh and no less than
fourteen stafl membets were said to have beea assisting the promo-
tion-and propagation of Khaksar-Nazi relations m the Umversity
On the top of the movement were Professor A, 8 Kham(, Dr M

=7 Extract from a private letter of the Secretary of State to the Viceroy,
dated, May, 1940, Home Department, File No 11140, Pol (I), pp 8,9

28 Sir Btewart’s letter to Maawell, dated January 9, 1940 and Magwell’s
reply, seeret D O to Sir Steward, dated May 18, 1940, Home Department, Fie
No 11140, Poi (W)
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Babar Mirza Professor Zafar ul Hasan Dr Lodly Kanm Hyder
who propagnted Naz: dogmis  And Dr Abdul Aziz Dr Asghar
Al Hyder Abid Abmad Al Ahmad Wahab Khair Dr Rafig
Abmad Mr Obaydullah Durram Moulavi Anzi Memon and
Mr Baslur Ahmad hbhan preached among the Khaksar students
hostility towards the Punjab and British Governments

Let us first acquamnt ourselves with the Professors who were
sawd to have sponsored the Khaksar Movement in the Mushm
Unnersity Dr Abdul Azz and Dr Asghar Al Hyder They
graduated 1n science from the Unnersity of Allzhabad and pro-
ceeded to Berlin where they did ther PhDs  They married
German women and only for this they were suspected of sowing
seeds of diss nsion agawnst the Bitish  Mr Ab:d Ahmad Al ook
Ius M A degreen Arabie from the Aligath Muslim Umversity
i 1927 and was selected as a lectorer in the Duparimentof Arabic
Tn 1932 be left for Englind 1nd took fus doctosate from the O<ford
Umversity Onzeturn h joined the Mushim League and becime
President of the Ahparh University Mushim  League.  He did not
come out with anti Bniush utlerance fus only sin was his friend
shipwith Dr A S Khairt and Dr Dabar Miza the two most
prominent active members of the German Cell  Closely associated
with Mr Abid Ahmad Ali was Mr  Abdul Wahab Rhamn who
ucted as Sccretary to the Umiversity Bramh of the League In
1939 when there occurred a clash between Unnversity students and
the police on some political ssue he addressed the Umversity
students and told them fhat the clash was dirented ogainst the
Batish Moreover bewng a nephew of Professor A S Khain he
was a'suspect.  Dr Rafig Ahmad Professor ‘of Botany, emerged
as the most virulent Khabsar leader in the Unsversity  Afler the
clash of March 1940 between the Khaksars and the Punjab
Government 1n Lahore he organised students for agitition agaimst
the Punjab Government s order 1n conneciion with the hhaksar
disturbances  Closely associated with him was Mr Obaydullah
Durram Principal of the Technical College who was reported to
be 1n charge of the Khaksar orgamsation n the Mushim Universty
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Being m charge of the Umversity Khaksars body, he was
naturally 1 association with Dr Rafig in orgamsing the agitation
against the Punyab Government and the means he suggested were
to be both violent and non-violent as the situation demanded.
Moulavi Abdul Aziz Memon, Charrman of the Arabio Department
eulogised German ammunition and German acts of chwalry and
believed that they would win the war He characterssed the
British as ‘masters of propaganda and that veracity was not always
ther virtue’

Last but not the least, the name of Bashu Ahkmad Khan,
lecturer 1n the Department of Enghsh, appeared 1o the veposts of
the Intelbgence Bureau (Home Department) The report neither
called him pro-German nor ant-British but said that in hus classes,
instead of teaching English he began Ius lecture with a review of
the contemporary politreal sttuation  He would also talk of
communism and sawd that the Germans would win the war but the
communist doctrines woutld gain an upper hand  The commumst
wdeology had so much inflvenced him that he would ask his students
to write an essay on ‘India After Five Years® What he expected
hus students to write was that instead of either German or British
mfluence, communism would hold the field i India after the end
of war

Among those who were charged with German-Khaksars activi-
ties 1 the Umversity, the name of Professor Abdul Sattar Khamd®
comes on thetop  His ant-British careor had begun simce 1915
whetn he went to Constanttnople and lard the foundation of a
society called the Ukhuwwat-al-Islam with the mntroduction of a
wagazne 1n Urdo called the Ukinaywar. In 1917, he wisited
Scandmavia’ on an Ant-British campaiga and after the end of

2 Mr Bashie Ahmad Khan later on became Professor and Head of the
Enghsh Department and 15 popularly known by his abbrevated name, Pro-
fessor B A Khan

% 8on of Manlan Abdul Hamd, a pensioned Government servant
Professor Abdul Sattar Kham was Professor of German and French 1n the
Algarh Musleim Umversaty
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World War 110 1918 he served in the Bolshevik Propaganda Boreau
at Moscow where he contacted Lemun and the Central Executive
Commuttee of the Soviets  Circumstances reduced him to poverty
and mn 1919 he went to Berlin to seck fortune  There he agan
became a moneyed man  Dunna th~ Khilafat Movement he was
a confirmed Klulafatist and held the view that the hhijafat
Movement was the only way to secure freedom for Indim In
Germany he marnied 2 German gil converted her to Islam and
nzmed her Fatmah Khain and returned to Aligarh wh re he got
Professorstup 1n German and French  He later jouned the Abgarh
branch of the Mushim Lcague and became fts President  In India
also he continued his anty Brutssh propaganda and was alleged to
be in recerpt of funds from Germans  His wile edited + journal
entitled the Spirst of the Tume beng a resume of the German
magazines and pro Nazi reviews She recerved money from German
sources especially fromn the Alhanze Und Stuttgirfer Insurance
Company She regularly recetved copies of the National Socialist
Monthly and some other magazines from Germany In 1939 the
Central Intellience Offi e reported that Khamn was in the pay of
the German Naz party and h d considerable connections
Constantinople Syna Lebinon Germany Italy Spamn and Japan
His paper the Spirt of the Time had a large euculation 1o
Germany 3t was said to be more popular 1n Grmany than m the
fand of sts ongin  Khaury was asked by the German Consulate to
setect Mushims to recene Deutsche Akedemic Scholarship for the
study at Munich where he was known to be a very aclive
propigandist of the German Janguage and culture in the Aligarh
Mustm Unnersity

Besides being so active m the dlleged Nazi propaganda be was
connccted with the Mushm League ond the Khaksars  The Mushm
Ly "o ugnSublonmtt pyewof hi ws sxperwoce of
fores,n lands requested lum to wnte o book showing how the
Sudetan Gurmans orgamised and freed themselves for the Mushms
of India to cmulate them He drew up a Foreign Propaganda
Scheme which was approved by the Musim Lea,ue Foreign Sub
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Committec  Among other things the scheme suggested {7) the
formation of a Central Indan Bureau for developing cultural
relations and understanding with foreign nations and (2) the opening
of branches of the Mushm League m Islamic countries  He hunself
wrote out a number of pamphlets for propaganda i Islamic
counttres  Khamt believed that Hitler was pro-Mushm, that
Fascistn and Nazisin were indispensable for Pan-Islanusm, that to
ovetthrow the British imperialism the Mushms of India needed
Germau help and that he would prefer the Germans rule o the
British

The next mao of considerable note 1 the Khaksars orgamsa~
tion vis-a-vis German Cell in the Umversity was Dr Babar Murza,
son of Mr Aziz Mitze Moghal, hadmg from Hyderabad Aftera
brlhant academic career at the Uniwversities of Osmama and
Bombay, he studied Botany in Frankfurt 1n 1927-2% and jomed the
Abgarh  Mushm University as Reader and Chairman of the
Zoology Department His wistt fo Germaay o the years to come
was regular (1930-31-38) and he attended the Nuremberg Congress
of the Nazi Party in 1938 He marnied a Germap woman and
baving been much 1mpressed by the Germans, he delivered a
Jecture on ‘Modern Germany A lesson for India® at the Rampur
Hamyd Hall under the auvspices of the Umiversity branch of the
Mushim League on February 2, 1938, m whuich he prased Hitler
and hig Germany But i 1939, when World War 1T broke out, he
offered hus services to the Brtish Goverament to avord arrest

In March 1940 1 cooperation with Dr Rafig Ahmad and
Mr Obaydullah he orgamsed the students of the University for
agitation agamst the ban imposed on the Khaksars The Intelli-
gence reported that he was a prominent member of the Nazi Cell
at the University

Next to Babar Mirza in importance was Professor and Chair-
man of the Economics Department, Dr Lodlu Karim Hyder, son
of Miyan Madw Al of Matore, Kahuta Tehstl, Rawalpindi and
coustn of Khan Bahadur Abdul Majd, Assistant Director of the
Intelhgence Burcau Proweedimg to England {rom the MAO
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College on a Government Scholarshup 1n 1909 he graduated from
Cantab in Econontes in 1912 and then went to Germany There
he fell 1ll and was nursed by Fraulein Wolf ohn a German girl who
was a colleae fnend of Dr Hvder Towards the end of the war he
rcturmed home  His sojourn v G tmany aroused considerable
suspicion tn the Briush curcle sn India

Fraulan Wolfsohn was c¢iger to come to India to marry
Dr Hyder and appled for a passport Dr Hyders movements
were shadowed but on the recommendation of b B Abdul Mapd
Colonel Raye (the then Director Intellicenc Bureau) made no
objection to her arnval i India But while giving pernussion Col
haye recorded 2 note that but for the Khan Bahadur s recommen
dation he would not have consented The Lhan Bahadur had
guaranteed Dr Hyders entwre loyalty o the Bmtsh Goveram nt
and dechred that the fady was not anti Brifish but of Jewish
German blood  She reached Bombay on March 8 1923 and was
marnied  Tn 1939 while roturming from England the couple did
not Jand 1n Germany afraid of being stranded sf war broke out
In August 1939 g scoret report stated that Mis. Hyder was on
espionage to the Nazi and this was the reason why Dr Hyders
offer of his services in connection with the interrogation of German
mternees were not accepted by the Government

Next n mmportance 15 Mr  Zafar ut Hasan Professor of
Philosophy who openls told bes classes that Germanv Italy and
Yapan were the friends of Islam and the Muslims must seck the
support of these countries  Among the Germans he enjoyed a
posiiion of esteens and was visitud by the Vice-Consul for Germany
n 1938 He was offered a scholacship by the Alexander Von
Huamboldt Institute 1n Burlin and 1n the middle of September 1939
he reached London from Vienna  Ho was m correspondence swifh
Dr Pausch Vice Const in India for Germany He also married a
German woman

Thus there 1s a long list of members of the staff who marned
German women and were consequently suspected  This beng the
condition of the staff ot was difficult for the Government to arrest
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aff of them  However delay nught have caused grester dissemimz-
tion of Naz1 Propaganda  Therefore E Conran-Smith, Secretary
to the Government of Inds, 19 an Express but most secret letter
wrote to R F Mudie Chuef Secretary to the Government of Unted
Provinces that the Goverament of India, beng convinced of the
exsstence of a Naz Cell 1n the Mushim Unwversity jushified mmme-
diate recourse to Defence of Indiz Rules 129 (1) () and 126 (T}
(b) for search of the hovses of the above named professors and
their 1mmediate arrest 1f found gulty Uimost secrecy was
cautioned and the CIOs and Deputy CIOs, were asked to render
every assistance  The Secretary, while heaving a sigh of relief, at
the summer vacation when most of the students had gone to thew
homes lessening chanmces of a student demonstration, warned the
provincial Govemnment to meet the situation femly 1n case of a
student demonstration ™ The Viceroy also wrote to the Secretary
of State about these mstructions to the UP Government i connec-
tion with the arrest of oine members of the teaching staff agamost
whom, there was strong suspicion of projudicial achivities 3°

In compliance with the above instructions the Government of
UP made a thorough scarch of thehouses of Professor A § Kham
and others on July 8, 1940, and he and his wife, Fatumah Khamn
were arrested  The former was detamned i Dehra Dun jad while
the latter in the Namnital Jal  Dr Babar Mirza was in Hyderabad
Jor Ius summer vacation  When he returped to Aligarh on July
15 1940 the Ceatral Government tefegraphicaliy asked the UP
Government to search his house  But the Chiel Secretary to the
Government of UP 11 a telegram to the Home Secretary said
that a search would be ‘undeswrable and probably frurgless” and
while adenttmg that he was comnected with the Naz: Cell it was
also possible that there might be reachion fo such a move as

B Lelter of the Secretary (Home) to Chiel Secretary UP, dated Sumls,
May 30, 1940, Home Department, File No 111440, Pol (I}, p 137

** Yiceroy's telegram to the Secrctary of State, dated Juace 1, 1940 Home
Department, 111/40, Pol (T}
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Mirza was regarded as quite a popular figure ¥ among Unuersity
students In view of Dr Miszas outstanding personality the
contemplated search was avoided

The mam victims of the search bemg Professor Khain and
Mrs Rhaun therr family was reduced to great hardsthup and it
would be nteresting to narrate bricfly their cases  In the search
thesr house produced German masazines German papers and some
Ietters of German fnends  Since Mrs Khain was editor of the
Spirtt of the Tune the custence of ths material was mevitable.
But no trate was found of German Cell or any direct correspond
ence with the German Consuiate or German Government Never
theless they were arrested Thew elder son and two younger
d1ughters were Lept at Aligarh and the local District Magntrate
loot ed after them 3 Sometime later both daughters of the Khaurs
were alloned to go to Namtal to reside with their mother st
Government expenses  The clder daughter Miss Zainab Khain
refused to avald of the privilege but the young.r one aged 11
accepted the offer It appears from the records of the Home
Department that Mrs Rhoirn was granted Ps 2 and her youngur
daughter Re 1 per duy for expenses %

Abdul Rahman Rhan (17) and Zeinab Khairr (18) sor and
daushter of Professor A S Rhairt made representation agamst the
ungustified arrest of their parents for their afleged anti Britssh atts
tade In their letters they nfuted the charge and made am nation of
therr prtrable circumstances but the Government refused to listen ¥

Seeret Intell gence Bureau Home D partment DIBUQ  No 101Tor/
40 (3 daled Octobee 12 1940
See Confidential DO Letter No 139 dated July 9710 1940 from Distpct
Muglstrate Aligarh to the Chiel Secretary to Government of UP Lucknow
 Home Department File No 18]3340 Pot
¢See Abdnl Rahman khaxs letter to Vieeroy lhrough the Vice.
Charcellor Mushm Unnersity dated December 4 1940 Sie Akbar Hyder}
Member of Viceroy s Excoutive Council Department of Informanon and
Preadcasting also presented an appeal of Professor hhairy s brother Dr Abidul
Jabbar hhaire on behal? of Professor hhaltl but wath noeff ¢t Shams.ut
Ulama Moulavi Sayysd Ahmad  imam of the Jama Maspd Delh bad gone o

Secr tary to plead thowr case
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Thereafter Sir Shah Muhammad Sulayman, Vice-Chancellor of
the Mushm University ashed for an interview with the Secretary to
the Home Department to present a duly sipned declaration of
Kbar1  The Shah ultimately went to Delln on November {5, 1940
to plead the case of Professor Khaw: and continued wnting
to Conran-Smith but faled to secure his release %  Sic Sulayman’s
Delh: vistt was to convince the Sceretary that Professor Khairr was
now different from hus former self He put up a draft to the
Secretary for his consideration, and contended (a) that he had
hmmself served a motice on Khair: and smee then Khai did not
appear to have shown himself 1 any way anti-British, (b) that
his paper the Spunit of the Time attacked the Bolsheviks and not
the British and tha¢ he had discontinued this paper after a warmng
was served on hun, {c} that s mofive for publishing advertise-
ments from German firms was only to finance the paper, (d} that
ke tned to secure scholarships from Germany because of the fecling
that Hindus were gething more scholarship than the Musal
mans ®  The Secretary m his reply to the Viee-Chancellor wrote a
long letter, justifying the arrest of Professor and Mrs Kham He
pleaded that Mrs Khair was ‘an enemy subject by ongm and her
restriction m time of war 15 no less justified than the restriction of
sevetal other persons of enemy orgin whose sympatiues are
suspected of remaiming with Germany in spite of thew formal
acquisition of British citizenship® Moreover ‘Khairr's mterest i
the promotion of Indo-German relations involved correspondence
relating purely to Germany’s political aspirations’ He concluded
that the restrictions imposed on the couple for a period of war
was justified ¥  But, Sir Sulayman was not disheartened and
contmued his efforts for Khami In s letier to the Sccretary,

27 Sir Shah Sulayman's letter to Conran-Smith dated November 8, 1940,
Home Department, File No 111/40, Pol (§)

s Home Departracnt, Fie No 111440, Pol (1), p 46

M Letter from E Conran-South, Secretary to Govermment of Indm,
(Home) to Hon'bie Sic Sttth Muhammad Sulagman M A , LL B, D.Sc, Viee-
Chauccllor, Mushim University, Aligarh undated Home Department, File No
111440, Pol (1), pp 166,167
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Goternment of Indin he agan wrote I would howeier again
press for your hind comsid ration the question of giving some
mamntenance allowance to therr chidren agamst whose mnocence
there can be no susprcion Mr Rhain has already exhausted 3l
his leave Jus salory i automatically stopped  His children 1re
badly 1 need of help and thewr condition 18 piiable #®  The reply
reeened by the Shah was the <ame 1nd no consideration was
mven
As a matter of fact the sulferings and privations of Khams
son and dau_hters were great  Abdul Rahman Khairt wrote to his
father
we ate here in great difficulties  we have not 2 single
pe. Th winter s approaching and we have got no warnm clothes
my lehaf 13 also falling to pieces [ hase got no shirts to wear no
shoes except one pair which s old and i brealing posion and
which can t last long 1 have not even one anna to write a letter
to you so this will be the last lctter  For this letter also 1
borrowed from Ibban to send you ' Khmns dauehter Zanab
Khais who neser wrote to him since his imprisonment uftimately
was constramned to write to him about the severe straits which they
were led to So many thines have reached a point she wrote
where smmediate action has to be taken  servants have to be
pad their three months pay  Billsarc tobe paid 1 am gettng
worse and worse and nced medicines which are costly My head
1s troubled contmually by these problems what now whatthen I
simply can t go bhe thus  The world 1s full of evil thoughts. They
wont lemve already a troubled famuly in peace  Specually my

Letter from Str Shah Sulayman to £ Conran Smuth dated Aligarh
Febroary 18 1941  Home Department File No 111740 Tol (1)

Letter from Abdul Rohman Khairn to Professor A § Khaln dated
Algarh Seplember 27 1940 Professor A § Khaurd mentioned this Jetier 19 one
of s letters sent to M A Jinnah dated O~tober 12 1940 from Debra Dun
Distrt Jar?  See Home Depactment File No 112,40 Pot (&} ¢ 177

Zanab was of very delicate health s she had becn operated for
oppendiitis.  She pas.ed mtermediate in the Farst Diviston and was prepating
privately for B A
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position 15 5o delicate  So many things have resched the brealang
pomt My trouble s getting worse I need constant care and ne
worrses The best thing for me 1 tlis position would beto
marry Then maoy things would be solved by themselves ®*  This
was the extremity of ther desperation

Whether Professor Abdul Sattar Khain and Mrs  Khaurr were
1n close alliance with the Nazs Cell 1s still a mystery Whale Kham
and hus wife were 1n detention till the end of the war, the ofber
Professors of the Mushm University were keenly watched

< See Professor A § Khamrs Jetter to M A Jiapah, Dehra Dun Jail,
October 12, 1940  Home Diepartment, File No 111740, Pol (I p 127
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CHAPTER IX

KHARSARS AND THE NATIONALIST
MOVEMENT

THE KIIARSAR ORGANISATION as alrendy discussed was iatended
for social service to all irrespeetne of caste colour and religion
Hindus and Sikhs conld also become 1ts members som Hindos
the Punjab had Jotned it They had no mniention to participate ;n
politns but it was impossble for them to keep away from it
entirely They were comcerned with socio cconomic problems
which brouglit them face to face with political problems and m
the Indim of 1930 5 no social orgamisation could escape politics

In 1936 the Congress Committee decided to hunch a mass
contact movement to step up its political activities and win
sympathics of the masses who had Lept aloof from the national
movement A meeting of the UP Provincial Congress Commiitee
was hekd on Aurust 27 1936 under the chairmanshup of and at the
residence of Rafi Ahmad Kidwar to discuss the question of mass
contact movement  Among the mam participants were Pt Jawa
haria] Nehru  Acharya J B knpalam  Acharya Narendra Deo
keshay Deo Malviya and Dr Sampurnanand 1. Io June 1936 the
Provincial Conference passed a resolution to develop ‘ever- closer
assomatioh butween the masses and the Congress  organisation and
called upon all Conecress Corumittees to further this pohey by
working among the masses and taking part in their day to-aay

Home Department Tile No 444736 Pol
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strugple, by making large number of members to the Congress, by
making the primary comnuttees of the Congress work and help m
shapmg Congress policy? The mass contact movement grew {6
populanity and resulted 1 the success of the Congress m the
clection that smmedsately followed, enabling the Congress fo form
ntimstries in most of the provinces  The Khaksars had nothing to
do with the Congress mmistries bemng a social orgamsation It
contimued to function smoothly But as the days passed the
Khaksars got an xdea that the Congress mimstries were unust o
the Mushms

The Congress nunsstries had become an eye-sore to the Mushm
League which found repression and atrocities bemg commtted on
the Mushims  “Drunk with success and power,” says Muhammad
Noman, ‘Congressmen were swept off their feet Every move of the
Congress was, and 15, a step in the direction of Hindu domination ™
The mstallation of Congress mumstries immediately led to the
mntroduction of Bande Matram m the Legislative Assembly suag at
the opemng of eack day’s proceedings, and openng of Hmndu
mstitatrons It naturally provoked the Mustims who considered st
a Hindu Ra;  ‘Bver smce the advent of Congress Minstries,” to
quote Noman agam, ‘the impression had gone round that Swaray,
which to the Hindu mund is synonymous with Hwndu Ray, had
been cstablished and the Hindus could mmpose their will, trample
upon Mushm rights and seatiments, and play havoc with the life
and property of the Mushms ™ The League appointed commttees
under the presidentship of Rajz Muhammad Mehd: of Pirpur and
S M Shanf fo imvesbigate the Mushm complamts agamst the
Congress Ray  The Pirpur Report and the Shanf Report unam-
mously declared that the Mushims were the worst sufferess and
Congress nunistries purely resembled the Hmdu Ry Mr A X
Fazlul-Hagq, Premuer of Bengal, in a pamphlet entitled Mushin

2'The Hendostan Times, Sepiember 3, 1936

* Mok 4 Noman, Musher india (Allahabad 1942), pp 371-372

¢ Moharamad Noman, ap cef ,p 374 Also see Ram Gapal, op o,
g 239
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Sufferings under Congress Rule charged the Congress mmistries
with partinl and umjust {reatment of the Musalmans under their
rule  Never before in India s hustory  he ponts out  have nots
taken a heavier (oll of Ife and property within such a short space
of time as duning the two and a half years of Congress admunistra
tron 30 soyme of the Provinces of India  In almost all of these
niots and outbreaks Musluns have admuttedly be n the principal
sufferces Was this merely 2 cowcidence 7 loot  arson
assanlt murder and mass terronsation of which our helpless
co religionists condemned to hive n predommnantly Hindu areas
under Congress wer. the pitiable vicums  The Muslim case
remains that dunmng the Congress repime they were condemped to
Ive 1n terror und to suffer these atrocities while the law moved
tardilv or did not move at alt ®

This was what the League thought of the Congress Ray  But
Mr Gopinath Snvastava a Congressite 1n hus book  HWhen e
Congress Ruled refuted the charges praising the Congress domngs
dunng 1ts 28 months of stay 1n office

Maulana Azad feels that the Leagues charge was 2 mere
propapanda +gmnst Congress munsstries  From s personal
expenence n the Parliamentary sub-committes he said that there was
no mjustice done to the Mushims by the Congress munstry  But
this much he also admtted that there might be cases of individul
tnjustice but that st Vas not due to communal reason but because
of the weaknesses of human nature and that such individual
mjustice could not be nvoided under the best of circemstances ¢

Of Iate many evidences have come to Iight wiich prove that
the Congress orgamsation had turned to communahsm | and the
Congress mumistries were treating the Mushims inhumanly  In the
papers of the All India Congress Committee one would find scores of
tetters of responsible and even unlettered Mushms mentioning the

8 A K. Fazl vl Haq Mushm Sufferings Und  Congress Rule (December
1939) pp 1 18
Maulana Azad Jud a 3§18 Freedom (Longmans 1959) p 21 Secalso
P G Tendulkar Abdd Ghoffar Khan p 31D
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atronties of the Congress munstries, sighing and groanng under 15
rule  These lefters addressed personally to the Congress President
and the Scoretary in Urdu and Enghsh shatter the conviction of
those who clam that Congress Rule was a boon and throw ample
hight on the much controversial and disputed period of Congress
Ray 7 These lefters simply say how the innocent Mushms were
subjected to brutaldtes 1n the presence of Congress members and
their despairing cries were faughed at  This did not spare even the
Congress Muslims who gave therr all in the services of the Congress ?
Sulayman Jmngh, Secretary District Congress Mushm Mass Contact
Commiitee wrote to Nehra from Jabalpur

“The root of the disease I believe lies 1 the antr-National
actwities  cartied on from time to time by the varions town and
district  Congress Comnuttees which have, I hold, fngh-
tened the Muslmm massex as to thew religious integnty and therr
share i the future admunistration of the country and thus kept
them away from joimog hands with the masses i the fight for
freedom I myself have expertenced that many of the office-bearers
1n the disirict and town Congress Commuttees have no clear head
with regard fo thewr Muslim bretbren  Often I have been witness
to the most shocking treatment bemg meted out to them by these
workers of our organisation

He begged Pt Nehru to take a tour of the country addressing
Congress Commuttecs and to ympress upon Congressmen what
‘thesir should be attitude towards the Mushm masses, pomt them
out therr ‘sing® which I am sure are often many, and give them a
clear cut programme of Muslim mass contact *®

7 4 ICC Papers, Mass Contact Movement Letters of Ashfag Ahmad,
Vaki, Raz Bareli, to Pt Nehen, dated January 14, 1939, Mubammad
Jiukhar Husayn Fandi to Congress Presudent, dated Janvary 10, 1939 from
Moradabad, S U Fande from Meernt dated Fanuary 15, 1939, Shaykh Wans
Al from Manmudabad to Azad dated August 20, 1940 There s an exiensive
fast of Jetters which the space forbids  See File No D~71938-39, File No 13/
1940

a3ptter of Sulayman Jinnak to Nehry, dated Apnl 24, 1938 available
1 the AJCC Papers, File No G-32/1938

o Jbid
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Mr Habibullah Executive Officer of Meerut Muonicipat Board
also threw light on mounting communilism and wrote to Jawahar
ial Nehru that it was i the local bodies that the communal feclines
were hatched and that he could say without fear of being contra
dicted that communal feelin, could only disappear wh n th~
majornty community give protection to the mmonty He bricfed
him that in almost all Mumecipalities and District Boards  suflivient
Hindmism  prevuled  No Exccutive Officers from the Muslm
community werc appoinled and everywhere in UP all Lxecutive
and fugh officers 1 Mumapalities were Hindos  Only sn Dehra
Dun the Executive Officer happened to bu the brother of Rag
Abmad hadwar and 1t was through his mfluunce that his brother
could continue on the post He complained that even the most
competent of the Musalmins was declated as sluggish and
msensible  Conspiracies were made and articles were wntten to
papers aganst thosu a fus Muslim officers who happened to hold
any responsible post  Presenting his own case he wrote that ia
Ajmet where he worked for four y ars he rased the mcome of
Municipality from Rs 513000 to Rs 773000 without fresh
taxation and the reserve fund from Rs 60 000 to Rs 3 88 000 in
spite of increasing expenditure and without smpaitine efliciency m
any branch of adnunstration  No Hindu of Ajymer he asserted
can blame me for Pro-Mushim views but stilf I was an cye-sor. for
them They could not sew eye to eye a Mushm getting Rs 700 pet
month from the Munmcipal fund  They fiest started aertation
against me personally took deputations to Goverament Officers
sent-memortals and wrote articles to the Hmdustan Tumes Con
sequently the whole Hindu populition was up agawst me briaging
no spcoial charge but inefficiency which ss so wide  Instead of
enrolling Muslims as members of the Congress with due deference
to you opion I would suggest to find a solution to root out the
causes Win h s oot difficult It requites an open heart towards
the minonty not to endanger your own majority but only to give
therr due share  Unless it 1s done Muskims  as a class cannot jom
Congress  Enrolment of Mushims s Congress members can have

¢
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no effect  The poison shall remain there and it can cause death at
any moment »°

The Congress office recetved letters of complamts not only
from Musliuns but Chrstians also objected to the way in which the
Hindus treated them  Lately, the Christians had shown their
mterests m the Congress and its mass confact movement But the
way i which the Congress was dnifung to communzlism had
frightened the Christsans  Their mussions met with a ‘very stiff
opposition’ from the Hindus, presumably Congressmen How con-
munalism was making infoads into the Congress organisation can
very wetl be known from a letter of AW Moore, Mission House
Shikohabad, UP, India To Pt Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr Kailash
Nath Katju he wrote ‘But there 15 seemingly 2 growing tendericy
to m politics and rehigion to such an cxtent that thus cooperation
15 becormng mcreasmely  difficult The other day, Dr Katju,
when I sat 1n your meeting at Shukohkabad, I first saw wittten on
the gate the word ‘OM’  Then when you were seated, the first
thing on the programme was for the local Brahmm to place a
tilzk on your forehead, and offer coconuts nto your hands

‘It scems {o me that if you want the cooperation, as I am
sure you must, of son-Hindus you must heep IHinduism as such
out of public meetings, and warn against opposttion to son-Hmdu
faiths being carried on the name of Congress "

1t was a departure from the Congress policy A clevage was
cvident and parting of ways was uevitable Mushims were gomg to
the opposite direction  Mr Asaf Aly a staunch Congressmarn,
stated that at that critical period many. Mushms asked questions
which 1t was difficult to answer - They inqwred why respons:ble

o Letter of Mr Habibuliah to Pt Jawahaclal Nehru, dated Aprid 22,
1937, avadlable g the A-JCC Papers, File No 4({1937 Mr Habibullah was
appointed the Executive Officer of Kanpur Mumcipal Board by St M G
Hallet, Governor of UP on the recommendation of Public Service Comnns.
sion i 1941 Thank God he m stii alive and the present author had the
honour of seerng lum m Xanpur

1t Letter of Mr A W Moore to Pt Jawaharlal Nehruand Dr Kadash
WNath Kag, dated April 20, 1938, avadlable in the 4 ICC Papers, File No
G-32/1938
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Mushm leaders who were in the Cangress previously were severing
their comnection from 1t Why Igbals!® son, Sate Jehan sey
Achha Hindustan Hamara was no more sung 2t Congress mectin,s
and only Bande Matram was recited 3 The change 15 apparent

Ram Gopal review:ng the position of the Congress ministnes
nghtly says The indiscretions committed at Iower levels of
the adminstration were capable of correction at the annual
stock takmg of admimstrative activities but the Congress Govern-
ment stayed n the office for barely two years and had no time
for correctton Two jears was too small a peniod for the cunng
of chromc lls #* It 15 nth backaround that one has to study
the Khaksar attitude to Indian politics

The khaksars did not regard the Congress as a communal
body but the atrocities perpetrated on the Mushm  mmornty
natorally paned them  To get nd of the pitiable situation the
only course that lay open to them was to organise their volunteers
to assist the Muslims The imposition of ban admimstured a severe
blow to the Rhal sars whose object was not to fight against any
Government but to rectify tyranny and give protection to helpless
This 15 evident from a letter of Sir Malik Fero.. Khan Nooa written
to Sir Reginald Maxwell Home Member of Councii New Dullu
The Jetter says

Agha Ghnzanfar Ali Advocate Bulandshahr (UP) who s
a Khaksar came to sec me thus morming and represented io me
the pitiable condition of the Musalmans under the Mmnority Pro~
vmees parvcularly donng these Congress Cnil  Disobedience
Lawlessness  He mformed me that the Mussalmans of UP  Bihar
and CP are most disturbed and he 15 not quite sure how m-ny of

% Dr St Mohamomd Igba) 1he philosopher and great Urdo poet
populz' ly Ygovn as the poet of the Fast  He prended over the Annwsl
Sesstor] of theM! Todia Mushim League at Alighabad fn 1930 and his presiden.
tial address turn)) out 1o be the fererunner of theidea of Pakisian  He died

(bar dbdul Gf qffar Rhan p 310
Tao Gopal ™ tdian Muslims A Folitical History 1857~1947 (Awa

1959) pp‘ 26263
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Mussakmans scatfered 1n the villages of these provinces have been
murdered and thewr property destrayed  Consequently there 15 a
feeling amongst the Mussalman circles that the Mushm Minonties
of these three provinces at least should be gven the power to orga-
mze volunteers for selfprotection Aghba Ghazanfar Al further
requested that the ban on the Khaksars be hited

Continung his letter Sy Feroz Khan strongly commended this
request to the Viceroy

It will be a source of considerable satsfaction to the
Mushm Mimorty n these three proviaces to have Musaiman
volunteers to give them succour m case of need In many places
in the UP law and order has broken down and probably the
pohice withdrawn  To whom are these poor people to look for
protection, and then if the Government refuses to allow them to
organize themselves for self-protection, I consider £ a real hard-
shup, and X would strongly urge on the Government to remove the
ban on the Khaksars in these three provinces almost immediately
Apha Ghazanfar Al informs me that the Chief Secretary of the
UP told hum that he had no objections to raising the ban agaiost
the Xhaksars 1 the UP "¢

This letter 15 8 conclusive proof that the Khaksars were never
hostile to Congress or League and if they approached the authornty
for the Lfting of the ban, st was only for self-defence In the
forties they were busy with their own problems and had hardly the
time to thiak of any other problem confronting to Incha  Buf a
drift was soon to come

With the declaration of the World War II (1939) India laun-
ched a vigorous fight for independence  Congress mumstrics had
wesigned as India was made a party to the War ¥  The League
observed ‘the Day of Deliverance or Thanks gving’ all over India
m yubgation of the resignation of the Congress Mimstpies ¥ With

1% Jetter from Sir Malk Firoz Khan Naun to Sir Regmald Maxwell,
dated, Mew Delhy, September 17, 1942, Home Department, File No  74/4/41,
Pol (1), Pt I, p 188

18 The Bombay Chromcle, December 8, 193¢

37 hanah o 2 statement smd
sl wish the Mussalmans all over india to observe Friday, December
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the passame of tume the war situatlon grew bad for the Albes
Russian retreat tn Europe and Japan s entry 1n the war as dell #s
its attack on Burma caused panic among the people of India ® Hts
ntal success on theLCastern Frontier of India Ied all the statesmen of
the « orld to thunk seriously about India  Marshall Chiang hat shed,
the Chinese leader President Roosevelt of America and Dy Evatt
the Australian Forcign Mimister expressed their anxieties for Inda 2
The question was as to how full support of India could be secured
It was 2 wxed question  India would not lend 1ts support til
something substantial was done for it In viw of the Chinese
Amercan and Australian pressure the Bntish had to makea
serious attempt to end the deadlock ® On March 11 1942 the
Churchill Governm nt announced 1ts intention to send Sir Stafford
Cripps to India with a constitutional scheme accepted by His
Mayesty s Government  Sir Cripps  prior 1o this mutsion had
achi~ved distinction for his diplomacy :n Russ:a about the war and
was expecied to lackle Indian constitutiopal ssue also  Reaching
¥ndia on March 23 1942 Sir Stafford Cnpps started consoflng
political parties and gave his Draft Declaration  The proposals
sud that for the reabzation of self movernment tn India  steps
would be taken to create a new Indsan Unren having full status
of 2 Domimen by common 1llegiance to th Crown but equal to

22 as the day of deliverance and thankseiving as & mark of rel of that the
Cungress Governm nrs have at Jast ceased to function 1 trust thatall
public mectings will be condunted in an orderly manner and with all due sense
of humitity and nothtng should be done which will vause offence to any other
community begause 12 13 the High Command of the Congress that is prmanly
responsible for the wrongs that have been done to the Mussalmans and othet
mnorties  Sec Mohammad Noman Af slim Indie p 391
Y Ram Gopal Ho Ind a Struggled [ r Freedom (Bombay 1 67) p 47
! On Morch 18 Roossveit bad written to Chucchdl The fapanese
raay land on the sea¢oast of Durma They rught bombard Calcutts  bec
Wisnston S Churchill The Sco d World Ba Vol IV p 177 Secalso
Pattabhi Sitaramnyya The H story of tie 1 flan N tonal C ng ¢33 Vol 1
{Bombay 1947) pp 304-7
Hirendranath Mukerjee India Struggles for Freedom (Bombay 1938)
pp 136-187 Sevalso S k Majumdar Jinnak a d Gandhi thel role in Indlo s
quest Jor Free [ m {Mukhopadhyay 1966) p 186
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them in every respeot, 1 no way subordmate m any respect of
s domestic and external affars 2 The Declaration provided the
cstablishment of & constituent assembly but until the new constitu-
tion was framed the British Government would be responsible for
the defence of India and wvited the immediate and effective partr-
aipation of the leaders of the principal sections of the Indian people
m the counsels of their country *  But 1t did not make an advance
on the August Offer ® It only offered India 2 plan for the consti-
tution-making body to be framed aftor the war was over  Both
the Congress and the League rejected it and Gandhs called it ‘a2
post-dated cheque, on a bank that was obviously crashing

Japan was kaocking at the gates of Burma and people 1n thesr
thousands were comng to India, leaving ther hearth and home
Japan’s 1avasion of India at any moment was considered a posstbi-
ity  Therefore, there was no alternative left to the people of India
but to start a new campaign—the Quit India Movement to drive
the British out of India® The Movement having failed Mr C

2 C H Philips, The Diolution of India and Pakistan, 1857-1947, Select
Documents, (Oxford 1965), pp 371~73

23 find

3 Afler the commencemeat of World War it Lord Luhthgow, the
Viceroy 15sued a statement on August 8, 1940 containung coastitutionat propo-
sal for Indim which also nceepted the nght of Indiabs to frame their own
constrtution after war, taveted all political partiss to cooperate 1n war and
finally assured the mtnorities that the British Goverament, ‘would nof trapsfer
power to any system of Goverament whose authonty s directly desired by
large and powerful clements ta Indian Nattonal Iife *

-t Ram Gopal, How [ndia Struggled for Swaray, p 425 Michael Edwardes
m Yus The last yeas of Bratsh india, (p 77) says ‘The Draft Declaration” that
Cripps, took with him repeated the terms of the August Offer of 1940, but 3t
went much furthet on & number of pomts It conceded lodia’s nght to leave
the Britsh Commonwealth if she wished  Tlus implted that ‘dominion status®
Row meant the same as mdependence *

2 The Quit India resohution Jawd empt on the dsal ECCORR!~
tion of Indian freedom and ending of Britsh rulean India 1t forther said,
* The contingation of that rule 1§ degradmg and enfesbling Indta and making
her progressively less capable of defending herself and of contnbuting to the
cause of world freedom’® See Jawaharlal Nehsu, The Discoiery of Indin,
{Asia 1966), p 506,
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Rayagopalachart formulated a scheme for Congress League settle
ment which popularly became knownt as C R Formula ¢

TheC R Formulx suggested that (1) the Mushm Leagueshould
cooperate with the Congress in forming a Provincial Government
for the transitional period (n) at the close of war th re would be 3
plebsscite 1n the North West and East of India where Mushms were
in majoritv on the basis of adult franchise to decide the 1ssue of
separation from Indiz (us) al parties would advocate therr pomt
of wiew before the plebiscite was held  (1v) i case of separation
mutual agreement would be made for Defence and Commumcation
and transfer of population would be on voluntary basis ¥

Jmnah rejected 1t and the deadlock continued

Ever since his release Mashrigr devot d all ns encrgies to the
reorgamsation of the khaksars 1nd directed them to enrol students
irrespective of caste and colour for the Rhaksar orgamsition A
separite office was created under  the superviston of the Hakima
Ala of the Pumjab  The enrolment of students to the Kbaksar
organisation had 1 meaning  Japans enfry in war had created
problems lLike civil defence helping evacuees and refugees giving
first axd to the injured distnbuting food gnang all sorts of sogal

Mr C Rapgopalachan claimed that his formula fulflled the terms
of the Lahove resolution of the League See Rufendra Prasad [ da Divlded
p 206 (Bombay 1936)

To M A dimnah Rajacopalacharn \ rote (April 8 1944) Here 1s the basis
for a settlement winch I dis~us ed with Gandhiyt an March 1943 and of whih
he expressed fuil approval  He then authorised me to sigmty fus approval of
these terms should | be able to convines vou of theie b 1ag just and faic ot al}
As the Government have tefused 10 relax any of the restrictions  imposed on
him to enablc hum| to |discuss or ne,otiate terms of aay sett! ment . 1 wnite
this to you on his behalf and hop that this will bring about fina! sctilement
of the most unfortunate impasse wa rein  You are aware of the ntensity
of my desire for a sett! meat 1was very glad whea [ found it possible to
obrain Gandiug s approsal of these terms 1 hop that yor will bestow your
fullest thought to the justice and fawness of these proposals and help lo termu
nate n conditron of affawrs which s steadily causing all round detetmination
i1 theeouatry  Sce CH Philips op ¢t p 355

CH Philipg op ci1 p 335-56
Heclor Bolitho Jinnak Creator of Pahisten (Londoon §954) p 139
See alio Ram Gopal How Ind a Struggled for Ereedom p 425
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service which only the student commumty could perform cffectively
and efficiently ®  Feve lakhs of such Khaksars were required to be
kept m readimess 1n every province and at the time of urgency
they were to take a banner and march for common service For
every province he appomted officers and humself took up UP

Mestings of Khaksars were marked for peace and digesphine and 1n
almost ail the provinces they had ‘taken an accelerated start * Since
the drull 1n milstary fashion was prohibited, Namaz was substituted
to ‘revive its performance with the same spirst, sense of discipline
and sacrificial zeal with which it used to be performed several
hundred years ago 3 Non-Mushm Khaksars were not €o be silent
spectators of Namaz ~ Since religion, culmmating n_humanitarian
service, was the basis of the movement, non-Mushim Khaksars were
not to ignore 1t They were also to perform thewr religious service
m accordance with the dictates of therr respective rehgion with
equal zeal and disciphine %

These activities of the Khaksars received much appreciation
from the Goverament which lsked their idea of taking part m the
defence of India  Moreover, when they joined the Pioneer Defence
Corps, sponsored by the Government, they were allowed to wear
thete distinctive umform (hitherto banned) and keep up their
mdividuality @ By jomng the Pioneer Defence Corps they
proved that service to humanity had always been thewr oreed and
that they would not budge an mch from it 1 protectng the
mnocent mithons who fell victims to war bullets ® The following
Khaksar appeal provides proof as to thew desire to serve Indm
1;soe1ad and poliical fields  The appeal said

‘Unfortunately there s spiit and disunity m ' the peohiical
parties m India during thns cnitical persod  There 15 doubt as to

e Mashniqy, Insiructtons to alf Khaksars and Khaksar Officers in the
Provinces and Indian States or Helpers of the Mo entent

% Thd

2 fd

3 Home Department, File No  28)6/42, Pol (I}, p 9 Sce 'Policy
Towards the War *

8 Joud
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who s responsible for the fadure of Sir Stafford Cripps talk
This has added a block to the Tndian history It 1 very unfortu
nate that we have been prevented from taking part o the defence
of our motherland It 13 gratifymg to note that we have refused
to be treated Like dumbamimals We have certrunly refused the
propuosals for our national prestize  But how sad and unfortunate
it 1s that we are accusing cach other i the press and we are fight
ing lhe animals

I apr al to everv lcader o exanune the present situation in
the light of realism  Consider the position  Organise yourselves
hke Allama Mashrnigr for the defence of civil population durine the
ficht between Japan and Britain The Dewil of hunger death and
war has no discretion of race c¢reed or colour  ‘Thousands of
families havie perished and are gowng to pemsh  If your hearth
and home sons and wives are no more whats the use of your
bfe In fact taking this anto consideration Allama Sahib has
resolved to enrol 500 000 (5 lakh) Khaksars for the defence of the
hearth and home and for the defence of hife and families  females
and chiddren 1 appeal to the public to compel their leaders to
solve the present deadiock by wnting them letters from part
of India to bestir themscelses for the cause of Indian public and tfo
organise 1n one movement of Khaksars by enroling yourselves 1n
thousands under the lead of Allama Maskngr It 1> cnouch for
you to mform & Khaksar residing near your residence that you are
a Khaksar and will follow the khaksar pnaciples  You will hue
to efface from your mind communal bias and you wall have to
serve the mankind without rehigion  caste or creed  Restrictions
arz likely to be removed from the party as the prelumnary steps
for settlement with the Government hive been taken Hence you
need not entertan flar for your enrolment in the Rhaksar organ
sation I we are not uanited during this cntical period  the result
will be destruction and runation ¥

Irom soctal service as has been stated 1o the foregoing
hines the Khaksars were dnfting to the changing pattern of constt

*  Inhnde tan ke Har Bashinde se Appeol (Appeal to Every Ind an)

“This Jeaflet was printed and publishedin Iahmam Press 5 Sett bagh
Street Tripleane Tt s gven serial No 10 dated May 10 194213sued 1]
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tutional development The deadlock between the League and the
Congress, the World War II and the entry of Japan mn the war
brought them to the political 1ssues of the country Truly speakmg,
Mashrige was so anxious for a fawr settlement of Inda’s constitu-
tional problem that soon after lus release from the Vellore Jai, he
started meeting leaders like Rajaj and others wn Madras and
Issiung press statements to find out a way ont of the impasse %

Mashripr believed tbat the National Congress, the Mushm
League and the Hindu Mahasabha, being the man pohtical partzes,
nmst reach a settlement for independence fo India The Xhaksar
High Command ordered the Khaksars ali over India to despatch
millions of Jeiters and telegrams to Jinpah, Azad, Gandht, and
Nebru to come to a smtable scitlement, and if they succeed m
bringung the leaders on one platform, theic achievement would be a
thing unforgeftable in the history of India  Apari from ther
achievement bemg written ‘i letters of goid m the lustory of Indsa,’
they would always be remembered as Mashngy sad ‘as wmnnerss
of complete independence for India**  As these leaders were the
persona grata of thewr respective commumties Mashriq: believed
that whatever they would decide would be final ¥

The Khaksar paper the Radiance also dessimmated Mashng's
wdeas to the masses of India It condemned the talk of ‘Hindu
nation and the Mushm nation® It held that such a nobtion was
the creation of the few ‘Mimustry-mtoded Muslims and the Miistry-
minded Hindus’ who did not wash to seftle the Hindo-Mushm
question  This attitude, the Radiance said, was thewr ‘politics’ But
1t expressed 1ts sound belief in the Hindu Muslgm sohdanty and
pleaded that they wounld not be separated = Ashing the Kbaksars

Hakint-Ala § § Bakmam  Thus appeal n the shape of leaflets was reported
1o nave been printed 1 Delht by Muhammad Yagoob, Hiakum-t-Ala of Dclht
and Aymer Province  Sce Home Department, I'ile No 7474741, Pol (I), Pt 1,
p 137

3 Mohammad Raza Khan, Whar Price Freedom (Madras), p 108

* Home Department, File No 7774/41, Pol (1), Pt 11l p 528

3 fbid
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to check 1ny spht betneen the two itsmd  The foture of our
countrv the future of the Millat 35 at stake  Let us not be deluded
by the prizes which are bewmnp offered  Let us lay aside all petty
quarrels and disputes  This 1s not the time Jor them @

The hhaksars were becoming day after day an wfluential body
i Indiz again and the leaders of the Mushm League and the
National Congress both desired thetr amalgamation in their respec
tive parties  Jinnah even appealed to the Khaksars fo  jom and
support whole heartedly the Leauc policy at this critical juncture
But Mashnq: declared that he would openly identify himself with
the Congress or any other orgamisations 1a the demand for wdepn
dence for India  Hitherto he was the champion of complete
Independence of India and the 1d a of Pakistan had not found any
plrce in is mind but 10 spite of thus Khaksar amalgamation g
Leanue was desired by M A JTimnah - Sir Nizam ud Din and Hasan
Isphaham who met at Delhi to arrve at some decision wath regard
to a Rhaksar League understindmg  Sayeed Ahmed of Bengal
who was both a Leaguer and a Khaksar was sent to Mashriqn at
M~adras to hand over a message® to bun which sard

Upon Allama Salib agrecing to join the All India Muslun
League and declaring to that effect and requesting lus  followers to
Jon the Mushm League  which 1s the only authonitative and repre
senfative political orgamisation of the Musalmans m Indm the
President of the League will be glad to have the promunent Khaksars
associated with the executives of the Provincial Leagues and Allama
Mashriq1 will be welcomed to jomn the Working Commttee of the
All India Mushm League

Mashriqr whose movements were confined to Madras pres:
dency on the recerpt of the above message called a meeting on
Apnil 26 1942 and arnved 1t the following conclusion

1 The Khaksars would cooperate with the Muslim Leanue

1 Th Rod ance August 27 1943
ITome Department Tile No 74/4141 Pol (I} Pt 1IJ p 578
« Home Department File No ?8,6/42, Pol (I} p I
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and should make all possible efforts to bring about a

settlement between the Mushm League and the Congress
.2 Ifthe Muslm League accepted office it would give a seat

m the mmsstry to the neminee of Masheiqt 1 the Central

Government 1*
‘The pegotiations for amalgamation continued but could not
reach a defimite stage m spite of the best endeavour of Nawabzada
Liaquat Alt Khan, the then General Secretary of the Leagus, to
evolve a scheme to make use of the Khaksars for Mashm League
purposes

At that time the Cripps proposals were the most current topic

i Indian pohtics 4 Mashrigs did not approve of the Cripps
recommendations  In a telegram to Sir Stafford Cripps Mashrigr
satd, ‘the British Government have sent you to recufy wrongs,
reconcilinte and secure the cooperation of India at ths late
hour Can you hope to reconaifiate India or secure her co-
operation, when your men commmt such wrongs (as have been
computted on the Khaksars and thew leader) or men of my posi-
tion . considerng the ternible price paid for showing uncondi-
tional practical loyalty I now join the Congress, the Mushm
League, and the Hindu Mahasabha i most emphatically demanding
complote mdependence for India *#

He sent letters to the Presidents of the Congress, the Mushm
League and the Hmdu Mahasabha urgmg them to present the
demand of complete ndependence umtedly o Sir Stafford Cripps
‘T ean see,’ be wrote to them ‘what he has to offer but he can very
“well utilize our communal differences to Ius own accownt® He
assured them of s best cooperation 1f they managed to| be umted
at-a tme when the constitutional problem of India- hang in

1 Home Department, File No 28/6/42, Pol (), p 1

2 Id, p 18

 bid

“ Khotsars Efforts for the Freedom of Indie  This leafiet was found s
the M R Jaykar Papers, File No 574 available i the National Archives of
India, New Delt
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balance 45 He viewed the Cripps proposal with grave apprehension
and lihe Gandhup he also callel the future promuses as  mische
vously fictisons  and m no way an improvement on the August
Offer 4  He further remarked that the proposals ata time when
the enemy 15 holding part of India firmly n lus clutches anda
serics of phenomenal victorses of this dread wvictor 1re before us
are measinless  The only question which onght 0 be before us
at this moment 15 how to stem the tide of the enemy when every
thing else has so nuscrably fad d it 1ooks like a johe from the
Britt h not 1o let us defend a country to the last drop of our blood
wlich the Batish promuse to hand over to us wholesale afler the
war I saw nothing but subterfuge and perhaps sclf deception i
the whole conspiracy 1 therefore reject the proposal in entirely
unless of course gvery party i the Iwnd i freely allowed to defend
their own country now and an Indian D fence Mumster with full
powers who can galvanise India at onces immediately appowted ¥
Thus the Khaksass were the first to reject the Cripps propossls and
the foremost in demanding the appontment of an Indian Defence
Minster

To evolve a umited demand fo be put to the British Mashnqu
started correspondence with all political leaders In a telegram
dated May 5 1942 he asked Jinnah what Jus condition would be
for the formation of Natonal Government He madv a sumilar
mqinry telesraphucally from Azad 4nd Nehr:  Fle was also m
correspondence with C Rajagopalachan who suggested to himto
see Azad and Nehenr and persuade Jinnah to mahc lum shed Tus
fear of o National Government m Indiz postpone all questions of
fhe future and make a unied| demand for. immedinte. National
Government for Indin which would finally lead to complete inde-
pendence and uaty @ On heaning of the proposed visit of Azad

o Rhaksars Effer1s for the Freedom of | d a
4 Khaksars ReJect Cripps Proposs! in Entirely Found in the M R
Jaykar Papers Fale No 574
id
Home Department Tile No 74/4/41 Pol (1) Pt I Section (€) p M|
.
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and Nehru to Madras ke agam wrote to Jinnah to fin a date for a
talk with Azad

But there was no guesttor of a talk between Azad and Dingah
Azad was the most hated person in Mushm League cucles
Mr Jinnzh m zeply to a telegram from Azad, wrote to lim

“Your telegram cannot reciprocate confidence I refuse to dis-
cuss with you, by correspondence or otherwie, as you hate
completely foreferted the confidence of Muslim Indra  Can’t you
reahse vou are made a Mushm ‘show-boy’ Congress President to
give 1t colour that 1t 1s national and deceive foreign countries You
represent newther Muslins nor Flmdus  The Congress 15 2 Hindu
body If you have self-respect resign at once  You have done
your warst agamst the League so far  You kaow you have hope-
lessely faled  Givest up ¥° Thus the chances ofa Tnnah-Azed
talk were bleah  Simce Azad and Nehru cancelled their proposed
vistt to Madras, Mashniqr ssued a statement appeahag fo Hmndus
and Mustuns to sink ther differences to prevent the destruction of
India by Japan’s onslaught

As time passed the demand for Pakistan grew in intensity and
the Rhaksars also had to yeld, but they msisted that “without
mdependence of India, Pakistan 1s a mrage® The Radance m a
very forceful tone asserted

‘How can we let matters dnft when the call of the tunes s so
insistent 7 We know that if 2 proper move 15 not made here and
now, the questton of mdependence and that of Palastan along
with 3t will be shelved for another century  Even the adea of mde-
pendence wifl be crushed and when even the sdea of mdependence 1s
nof there where will the 1dea of Pakistan be 79!

3

S Mr M A Jinnals lefter 1o Aznd, dated Bombay, July 12 1940

* Home Department, File No 74{4:41 Pol (), Pt I

5 The Radeance, September 10, 1943 In ats issue of Seplember 17, 1943,
the Radance again wrote that Mashrigr s now more anuous thap ever becanse
the war seems fo be drawing to a close i favour of the Allies, our destiny
remarms in the hands of our old masters, they haselad 1t down that the Indians
mst agree between themseh es as rogards the future states and consBitufion of
theircountry  India has nisked the Iives of mullions of her sons  Thousands
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The question of the formation of a national Government was
dropped as hinnah refused to falk to anybody on this ssue  He
only mswsted on his demand for Pakistan  Ragaps best efforis to
resolve the Indian deadlock proved abartive and he resigned from
the Congress because the Congress refused to accept his formula
and to come to terms with League ¥ Mashnq ihed the step of
Rajpagopalachar: and offercd his sincerest congratulation for his
ellorts to promote Hindu Muskm Unity and assurvd him the
caapetation of the whole Khak.ar organsation for the .chu vo-
ment of lus 1d als  He appointed Sayyid Allah Bakhsh Shah of
Ranpur Salar 1 Khas Flind to start a campaign for Hindu Mushm
unity 1ad to undertale an all India tour to ash, the people fo
comptl Jinnah to sce Gandhiin order to come to a setflement
regarding Hmdu Mushm question  In = letter addressed to Jinnah
Sayy:d Allah Balhsh Shah comveyed to lum  As sou have tumed
a deaf car to the repeated requests of Allama Mashniqs for forging
Hmdo Mushim umity T have been ordered to tour all over India
and m1ke the public realize that your despair and wnaction are the
only lundrances 1n the way to achieve Pakistan 52

Meanwhile 2 new development tock place On July 20 1943
Jinnah was attacked 1n Bombay by 1 Khaksar named Rafig Sabie
(of Lahore) who wis touning India  The intention of the assassm
15 yet to be known the thing most sigmificaint wn this conaeclion
was that this mesdent made Mushim opinion generally hostile to the
Rhaksars The Movement was discredsted and a Iarge number of
them left the Khaksar orgamisation  Mashriqn refuted the alle.a
of her sons and daughters are starwing today . 3t depends now on the action
of hier politicans to realize som vatue ont all this Toss of life and property and
turnat nto a sicnifice of let 1f pass away as a pathetic tale of misery and waste
and b Iplessness

3Richard Symonds  The Mokl of Pakista (Orford 1949} p 65 W
should b noted that V D Savarkar President All India Hindu Mahasabha
drnounced 1l € R Formula and s21d that the s heme has @ tually bes  sub-
mtled fo hanah withont consulting any other organisations wn Inda He
sppealed every Hindu\ to dencunce the propotal as uncompromusiagly 85

powble  See the Statelpar July 21 1943
4 T!e Statesman .'led 1943
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tion that the assault on Jmnah was an organised conspiracy of the
Khuksars, and assured the Leaguers of his good intentions Dhf-
ferences on political issues could be there but 3t should nat be
mswterpreted  Mashngt said that naither was he 2 ‘nrval’ of the
Qaid-1-Azam nor dud he want to take his place To him the Mushm
League could not get a better lcader than Jonah  The assault on
Jinnah was still & mystery but m April 1944 a booklet entitled
Hamla was found on safe which aftempted to show that the attack
on Jmnah was the result of a decp laid conspiracy between the
Goverzment and Junnah to discredit the Khaksar movement 5
The truth of this booklet 15 still to be ascertained

As a result of the assault the relations between the League and
the Khaksars became extremely stramned The Mushm League
constdered it an unhealthy move The Working Committee of the
Bombay Provincial Mushm League condemned the Khaksars'
campaign for Gandhr-honah talk as a ‘simister move’ as Gandhu
yegarded Pakustan as a sin® Chaudhary Khaliquzzaman also,
at a meetng of the All-India Muslim League, presented a resolation
saying that the Kiaksars had always deciared that the main obyect
of their organisation was service to hurmamity but they had of late
deviated from their ideals Mr I I Chundmigar supported the
resolution and reminded the Khaksars of therr days when League
supported them The resolution also got support from M Gazdar
and Ghulam Mustafa Shah Jidams Mr Hami Nizam rose to
. oppose the resolution but was constantly hooted down m the cotirse
of lus speech  Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, al this stage, read
out a resolution (passed at the meeting of the Council of the All-
India Muslim League held m Dell 1938) which said ‘that any
member of the Mushm League who s associated with any party
whose general policy 18 opposed to the Muslun League shall not
be allowed to become or remam a member of the Mushm League
subject to appeal to the Workmg Committee of the All-India

¥ Home Departaient, File No 23/5/43, Pol (1)
¢s Ibed
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Muslim League *  He declared that in the opimion of the Council
the Khbaksar orgamsation was no fonger useful to the Mushms of
India  Nionah remarked that previously the Rhbaksars confined
themselyes to so 1al sersice and it was for this that he did us best
to save the body from British oppression  The moment they
entered politics they were a separate body  Are you or are you
not satisfied that the Khaksars by their recent writings and actions
haw. adopted a political policy and that this policy has been hostile
to the Mushm League ?  He stressed that one of the fundamentals
of the League was that 1t was the only authontative representative
politweal orgamsation of the Musalmans  You cannot owe alle-
giance to two orgamsations at the same time 27

To antensify thewr political activities the Khaksars started
Bab ul Siyistt (Department of Politics) with sts headquarters at
Bombay and branches all over India Its object accordmyg to
them was the attamnment of immediate and a night sort of wndepen
dence for India and to counter Mushm League propaganda
Sayyid Allah Bakhsh who led a campagn for Hindu Mushm
ity was eptrusted the supervisory dutles of Bab-u) Siyasat
Instructions were issued to all provincial Khaksars (1 to come
touch with local political leadess of vanious political organsations
and explain to them the smportance of the Rbaksar Movement
and the necessty of Jmnah Gand talks  (#) to hold public
meeting umed at Hindu Mushim onity and carry on press propa
gioda cotc ®®

The Khaksar chicl once again demanded that Mr Jimnah
should see Gandhup for unity talks and to explore the poss:bility of
a seltiement between the Congress and the League & He held out
the threat of senous Khahsar League clash this time of Mr Jinnzh

+ Home Depactment File No 28/5/43 Pol ()
Home Department File No 28/5/43 Pol (I
W 15id
The Bombay Chronicle May 10 1944 Itshould be remembered that
during 1937 38 Jinnah started correspondence with Gaodhi for persona) discus.
sion on Hindu Muslim question but Gandhiys took no notice of it Naw the
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sefused to contact Gandhe with 2 wiew o arnving at a settlement.o
While Jionah insisted that if Gandhu had really made up his nund
for self-defermination, he could write directly to lamy  The letier
Gand wrote to Jinnah did not show an mchnation to recognuse it
Therefore there was little sense 1 holdng a talk ¢ But Mashrigr's
efforts continued unabated In a telegram to Jmpah he agamn smd
“The request of Mahatma Gandlu to meet you is in reabty the
prelade to the achievement of Pakistan and mdependence of India
Your attitude on this questron 1s causing anxely I appeal to you
io reconsider your attstude about Mahatmay’s invitation 6
Gandhap, appreciating Mashnqu's endeavour telegraphed um, ‘My
last year’s request to Qad-1-Azam Jiunah still stands, and I will be
ready to discuss the question of Hindu-Muslun understanding as
soon as I get better "™ This further persuaded Mashrige to press
Qad--Azam to accept Gandhyt's offer for a settlement But the
League did not corsider it 2 congemal move  The Secretary of the
AlIndia Mushm League said in 2 telegram communcated to
Mashnigy  ‘Qaid--Azam understands polyfties better than you
Refram from interfering m Jinnah-Gandhu affars @2

At long last, both the leaders agreed to meet to find out 2 possy
bility to puf an end to British rule® Gandhs believed  “To me
the untiy of India 35 self-ewident, but I will be no party to keeping
the Mushms m agamst thewr will  Let them express thew desire
through plebiscite and they can have their Pakestan if they lhe '
And Dinnah retorted  *To me, Pakistan 1§ an artrele of faith It

cast was otherwise  Gandhiy wanted to see Jionah on Hindu-Muskm problem
but Jinoah paid no heed  See elso S K Majumdor, Gandfi and Jinah,
P 204

4 The Bombay Chronicle, May 12, 1944

¢ The Dawn, May 25, 1944

® Free translation of 8 Urdy Hand-hill mto Enghsh printed at the Gilams
Electric Press, Hospital Road, Lahore, and published from Ichhea (Punjab}
Sec Homs Department, Fite No 744/41, Pal (1), Bt 0L p 76

2 The Bombay Chromcle, May, 16, 1944

¢ The Dawn, May 25, 1944

* Ied , August 31, 1942

¢ Ifud , September 3, 1944
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1§ setf evident 1t 18 the desire of the Mushms to be free m ther
homcland A united India will be a Hindu dommnoted one m
which Mushims are suppressed $* Jinngh did pot agree with the
argument advanced by Gandhi that some Mushm orgazmsations
and leaders have expressed themselves against parbuon  To humt
the plebiscite proposal was desigoed to give an opportunty to
Hindu moncy bags to corrupt divade and disrupt the Muslims and
cheat them of therr just nght

As the talks proceeded an atmosphere of pessimuism and gloom
prevail d and ultmately they broke down  Mahatma Gandiu not
only refused to consider but emphasized his opposition to the basic
demand of the Lahor Resolution®® of the All India Mushim League
He would not recogmse the hundred mullions Mushms a India as
anation ® Gandhs started fus talks on the basis of C R Formula
which had previously received a jolt from the League ™ The
C R Formula conceded to Pakistan mory or less the same terntory

1bid

abid

The All India Muslun League held 13 annual sessfon ia Lahoreon
March 1940 presided by M A Jinnah  Inhis presid mtial address he smd
The Hiadus and Mushms belong to tno different red g ous phutosophues somal
customs literature  They npeither wntermarry por interdme topether and
ndeed th ¥ b long to two duf rent cwvilisations whe hate based manly on
conflicing 1deas and conceptions  Thesr aspects on life and of life are different.
If ts qu te clesr that Hiados and Mussalmans denve ther dnspiration from
differens sources of history  They have d flerent epics their heroes ars defferent
and different episodes  Very often the hero of oneis a foc of the otber
To yoke tog-ther two such nations under a single state otie as & numencal
minority and the other as 2 majority. must lead to growing disgontent and final
destiuction of any fabr: that may be as bmlt up for the goverament of sucha
state

Musalmans gre & nation according to aay delinition of & aation and
they must have their homelands ther territory and ther state ...

Thus m his presidential address Jruanah fatd the conception of two nation
and resoived for a separate homeland for Indian Mushms  Sec Jndia 3 Problenr
of Her Future Constitation Al India Mushim Leagues Lahiore Resolution
popularly known as Pakisten pp 13-14

™ The Dawy Seplember 26 28 1944

I6fd Scptember 19 1944 (See editorial)
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ssttgot m 1947 under the Mountbatien Plan % But mn 1944
Jinnah had regecied it He demanded the whole of the s1x Mushim
proviices and refused the night of Plebiscite to be gwven to Hindus
residing m those provinces ?  Gandht made & serious endeavour
to persuade Jinnah to accept C R Formula, but failed The dead-
lock contmued  Gandhi said 1n a statement ©  “We have parted
asfriends  These days have not been wasted Xam convinced
that Mr Jinnah s a good man I hope we shall mect again® But
he added he could not accept the two-nation bagis on wich Jinnah
mnspted ®

Dr B S Moonje, the Vice-Peesident of the All-India Hindu
Mahasabha also shared the above views of Gaudh1  When ashed
whettier the Hindu Mahasabha would oppose with the aid of the
Bntsh Government 2 jomt demand for Indian independence put
forward by the Congtess and the League on the basis of Pakistan,
tie replied that his orgamsation would oppose such a demand with
all the force at Ins comsmand, but would work for the attainment of
independence for Indsa 7

The years 1944~1947 were a trymng penod for almost all
political parites as also for the British Government of India
About a year after the breakdown of the Gandlu-Tinnah talks, the
Viceroy, Lord Wavell, presented a plan to settle the constitutional
problem and convened a conference at Simla The plan ‘proposed

" that the Executive Council should be reconshituted and that the

Viceroy should 1n future make his selection for nominations to the

* Choudhary Khaliguzzaman wm s Pafhway fo Pohistan » 316
commenting on the € R Formula writes sNow reading the Formula as it 1§
and companng 18 with what we tiumately succeeded i securing throngh the
actual partition under British Government, oue may be inchned to thinh that
but far the Tast clause (6) all the other clauses offered by Ragayt for a €OWmmpro«
mise were far better  »

™ Choudhary Khaliquzzamaa {pp csf , p 317) fucther says that *The
mmtial objeetion taken by Mr Jinnak which he had repeated many times since
the year 1937 was that Gandfuj did not represent even the Congtess and had
90 capacity to speak on s behalf and that he spoke rather for Hindu India *

* The Dawa, Qctober 3, 1944

¥ The Dawn, September 13, 1944
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crown for appomtment to lus Executive from amongst leaders of
Indian political life at the Centre and inthe Provinces i propor
tions which would gne 2 balanced representation of the mam
commutices ncluding eqaat proportions of Moslems and caste
Hmdus * Lord Wavell invited the names of the representatives of
both the Congress and the League  On behalf of the Congress ils
President Maulana Abul halam Azad presented a Iist consisting
of three Congress Hindus two Congress Musltms and others  But
Jinnah dechined to accept 67 He expressed his snability to
submt 2 list without an assurance that all Mushm members mast
be Leaguers and the Congress had no nght to nommate 2 Muslm
He clmimed that the Mushm Leagtie was the only representatne
body of the Muslims and 1t alone had the right to nominate
Musluns for the Vicetoys Councd  The deadlock thesefore
continued ®

The war ended an May 1945 with 1 weakened Britain  The
tempo of the Natwonal Movement i India was at its chmax
National Movements 1o Malasa Indo-Chma Iadonesia Burma
and Ceylon further inspired the Indian nationabsts At Bombay
Karach: and Madras the Indian Royal Navy and at Ambala the
Indinn Armed forces refused to comply with orders ™ 1t was not
a good augury fo view of the changed circumstances the Bntish
Government seat to Indiz on March 23 1946 a deputation of
Cabinet Mimsters populasly Fpown as the Catua t Mussion  The
natare of the work entrusted to the Mission 1s cxphest from the
speech of Mr Atflee the Briush Prime Minsster on the eve of ais
departure on March I5 1946  Ile said My colleagues are going
to India with the mtenfion of usiag thewr utmost endeavour to help
to attain ber freedom w5 spesdily and fully as posstble  What farm
of Government 15 to replace the prescot regume 15 for India 3o decsde

€ H ehilips opg o2 p 377
fumayua habir Musllm Politles 1906-47 and Other Lssays (Colontia
196%) pp 61 6
% pMihael Edwards op it p 87
» Herendranath Mukerjee op ¢z pp 207-209
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but our desire 15 to help her to set up forthwith the machunery for
making that decision e

The Cabinet Mission suggested the formation of a Union of
India, comsising of Briush India and the States dealing with
Foreign Affasrs, Defence and Commumication , the grouping of the
provinces mto ‘A’, “B’ and ‘C’ classes, i accordance with therwr
location and communal population which were to serd representa-
tives for the constrtution-makmg body to draft a final constitution
for Indiz 8

At first both the leading political parties regected the Plan but
later on accepted 1t refuctanily  The election which took place m
July 1946 to the Constitucnt Assembly gave the Congress an over-
whelming majority This paned Jinnah and he started raising
difficulties which agaip led to 2 deadlock  1bere was a fug of war
between the Congress and the League for power Communal riots
were the order of the day  Insecursty ol hife, chaos and confusion
prevaded throughout India 8 Ultimately Mr Attlee made an
announcermnent on February 20, 1947 stating his Government’s
ntention to hand over their cesponsibifity ‘to effect the transference
of power nto responsible Indian hands by a date not Jater than
June 1948’ He presented a scheme—the Mountbatten Plan—
which accepted the demand for Pakistan The claim of the Congress
and Sikhs for partiion of Bengal and the Punjab was also not

s C H Phdips, op cit, p 378

st fhud ,p 382 The grouping of the province was as follows

{4) Madras, Bombay, UP, CP, Bihar, and Onssa and three Chuef

Commusstoner’s Provinces

(B} Punjab, N-WFP, Stadk and Baluchistan

(&) Bengal and Assam

52 Lord Ismay told to Hector Bolitho +There was slaughter everywhere
We Batisk had all the responsibihity aad none of the powers The police force
was already undermined, and the cwvil service were frustrated and madly
anxious  They were blamed by both Nehru and Junah for everytheng that
went wrong® Sce Loonard Mostey, The Last Daps of the British Ra; {London
1962), p 110 Sce also P D Kausiik, The Congress Ideology and Programme
192047, (Altsed 19645 pp 7, 18, 31

#C H Phalips,op cit, p 292
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sgnored  Thus the Congress and the Leapues had come to the
decssive phase of their lamentable history %

The role of the Khaksars during these crucial years appears
to have had no significance  Their silence Jeads one to conclude
that their activits s revolved round the achievement of independence
for India and to achieve it they backed the demand for Pakistan

They lastly appeared on June 10 1947 while the Counecil of the
Mustim League was mecting i the Impenal Hotel New Dells to
rat:fy the Mountbatten Plan for Partition  This time thewr demand
was an undivided Palistan steetching from Raracht to Calcutta
They were not satisfied with the policy of the Mushm League
which had accepted a truncated moth caten Pakistan  Armed
with belchas they made therr way to the site of the session
rebukang Jinnah and the League  The police after some resistance
repulsed them ®  This was therr Iast publie appearance

¢ Loonard Mosley in his Last Days of the Brisish Paf (p 1103 eays It
was a pamicky state of mind which mede them (the lndian lendersy easy
prey fot the Mountbatten poticy of let s get 2t over with and et out quickly
They were embittered nnd disiffusioned. For neither of them was 1hus any
Jonger the Todia they had known and Joved and thelr autitude was rather like
¢hat of @ madly doting [ather whose dauphter has run away with the wrong
man
s Pyareinl  Mahetma Gondhi—~The Last Phase p 30 G Allapa

Qaid-e A ant Jinnah p 433
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CHAPTER X

EPILOGUE

In THE TWILIGHT of a vague sacio-pohitical discontent of the 1930’
sprang up from among the Indian Mushims a vigorous campaign—
the Khaksar Movement—comprising upper class workers and a
smali section of the bourgeols The Khaksars were all young
Muslims i smart muitary uniform, armed with spades The
present writer has a wivid recollection of the days of ns childhood
when the Khaksars paraded on cify strects on auspicious occasions
The traffic was held up when they marched and crowds of people
assembled to watch them  The Khaksars were a purely mshroom
growth, surpassing atl that donminated the field before thewr emer-
gence Inspired by the Red Shirt Movement which had shot mio
prominence about a few years earier it did marvels, winmug
sympathies of mithons of admurers

Starting with social service, durtng the heyday of the Indman
Natsonalist Movemeni, they entered polttics and, though gquite
unsuccessful, exerted great mfluence on the contemporary polstical
leaders While rejecting the Cripps proposals as ‘meanmgless
unreal’ Mashriqr corresponded with the leaders of all political
parties to come together on a single platform and rase the demand
umtedly for complete independence of India On Aprt 11, 1943,
he sent them a telegram saymng

“Your rejectton of Cripps proposals happiest augury for umted
peaceful India  Accept my hearirest congratulations  Myself
fully undertake responmbifity securing by negotration complete
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independence for Indm from British Government within six months
provided Congress League Mahasabha umted demand ndepond
ence now also non communally organsed parttes for safety of
civil population everynhere Ready offering immediately  half
mithon Rhbaksars far social service isrespective of caste or cread
Have wired sinularly other Presidents Deliberate profoundly
Don t miss cniticat opportumty ?

The failure of Cripps brought C Rajagopalachar to come
forward with his formula  But even before the formulr had been
gnen proper shape Mashrigr and Rajap were 1n consultatzon and
the former wrote to the latter  If you can let me know the details
of your proposals I shall be able to let you know exactly what I
¢n doan the matter I am also very keen that the present dead
lock be resolved as early ns possible 2 Rajapn reply asked him
to persnade Jinnahto shed hus ferr of a National Government tn
india and at least to say defintely what conditions ke can agree
to join the Congress 1n formung the National Government at oace ?

While participating 1n the polilical affairs of India the Khaksar
leader repeatedly sard that his declaration to jomn the Congress the
League and the Mahasabba in demanding complete ndependence
for India had nothing to do with the fundamental objectives of
the Khaksar Movement The Khaksar Movement he assured
them was stll non political and non communal And when he
agreed for parttiion of India his attitude was like that of so many
other leading Congressmen who approved of the Partition Plan
to do away with the British Government ¢

The Khoksar as has been mentioned elsewhere do not have a
compact literatare - Wherever Mashngr contemplated to deliver
any message to the Khaksars they werce very ordinanly published

A Rhaksars Lff 1 for the Freedomof frd a
Home Departraent ¥ le No 74 4)41 Tol (I) Pt § Secion B
o) id
4See Summarv of Allama Mashngi s Pamphlet entitled Instesetlon 10
81 Kl aksars und Khaksor officers in Ind a and Indl n States or Helpers of the
Mo emerf

142



EPILOGUE

on one or two pages Therr sweeping study reveals to a scholar the
aggressiveness and communalism 1n the Khaksar Movement , proves
hum as a great communal leader who was trying to carve out 3
Imngdom for the Muslims m India For rnstance m kus Qaul-+-Fapsel
he sawd, *If you have faith then dommate over alf  Keep this com-
mand of the Almughty in view that we have again to domunate the
whole world  We have to become its congueror and its rufers %
The widely circulated pamphlet Islam ki Askars Zindage remarked.
‘The Quran has proclaimed m unequsvocal words to the world
that the Prophet was sent with the true rehgion and defimte
wstruction that he should make 2ll other rehigions subservienf fo
thus seligion ¥ Sumlarly i Ins fqribasat-i-Khaksar, he wrote
reparding Gandbyr ‘Your effimnate feader was the leader of 2
nation which never welded the sword did not fight even one
battle hke heroes and did not conguer even one fort dunng the
last many centuries What else the poor creature teach them
except that you are meant to be beaten, 50 g0 on being beaten
You have not harmed any one so you should pract:se non-violence,
curse the enemy from a distance Ike women  Tel me frankiy
what else could the paked Mahatma teach you ? The poor man not
findmg s people fit for anything else devised the rediculous
methods of satyagrah, Ahimsa, non-violence and non-cooperation
m the name of Hindu pulosophy which have staggered the whole
world 7

He condemned the Congress people also who endeavoured to
create an organisation to counter the Khaksars He regretted the
efforts of Dr Sampurnanand and Pt Gowvind Ballabh Pant for
enbsting s lakh Soldiers m UP to oppose the Khaksars and
his Laslom L1 Sy he concluded “It s a pity each indwvidual
member of the sister commumty should be amaous to ntroduce
the military traming among Hindus and should be at hus wats® end

& Qoul-e-Faysel, p 2, Lwe 8, Col 2 -
s Islam A2 Ashars Zindagr, o 9
? Igtibasat-1-Khal sar Literatnre, 7 ]

143



RIARSAR MOVEMENT 1N INDIA

to sce the sprightliness of the Khaksars "

Such utterances were bound to ¢reate suspicion 1o Hinda
circles  Charges of communalism  and narrow sectarianism were
imputed to Mashriqi and tus movement  The Congress mumstries
were not prepared to hoodwink such a revolutionary movement
Thar soldwrly Iife conception of sovereignty and pohitieal domng
tion of Islam over the whol carth became a much debated subject
with Con.ress people A group of Congressmen wrote 1o the
Working Commuttee of th. All India Congress apprising them with
Mnshriqu s intention to establish 8 most dangerous form of mulitary
dictatorship m India  In their Notes on the Khaksar Movement
they smd that Mashngis musston of which he males no
secret 15 1o establish Muslim soseresgnty 1 India of not the whole
world Being a believer n the cult of violence he s afier gamng
tis end by wiusing in Mushms the old spint of mudiansm which
marhed the Mushim conquerars of yore as thewr special trant
The moyement 1s fraught with great daneer both for the Gosvern
ment and the country ® The thing that fghtened them all the
more was according to them that Mashrniq 15 otit to establish a
most dangerous form of military dictatorship n the country  What
i more the dictatosship 15 to be the dommance of the Mushms
over the Hindus  Today hus soldiery 15 armed with spades and
toy cannons  The day 1s commg accordin, to Allama bumself
when he woulk! have a real and regular miitary force at disposal
His condemnation of the Moulavis and the Mohammadan Polits
cians makes im out all the more fanatic ‘bent on his own plory
creating chaos in the country and benefiting thereby All other
considerations apart it 15 quite clear thot the Allama s out ta
crush the Hindus and start once agun the Mohammadan domina
non of Hundustn 0

v LashunKiSef p 6 }l
Seo Mote on the Khaksar Mosement fonnd 1n the A ICC Papers’ File

No G 63/1540
% A ICC Papers TueNo F6Y1930 ¥ 1z on te Rhaksar Movement

pp 24  Sendingtheabove noteto Acharya knpatan! Deshbandhe Gupta
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Mr X M Munshs 1n a confidential nofe om the situatien
wrote fo Sir Roger Lumby, Governor of Bombay, about the
Muslim intention towards war and the Government He sard that
under the mfluence of religon the Mushms myghl express thes
collective energy wn (a) local disorders, () attempts to overawe
autbority asn the case of Khaksars , {c} refusal to resist any outside
Muslm power, or {d) a powerful movement m sympathy with
Mushms of the nesghbouring couniries  About the Xhaksars he
specifically drew his attention not to Jet them ‘out of consideration’
Concludng he sasd  “Armed ressstance to authonity by an orgamsed
Muslim party has entered practical poliics The Government of
Incha which let it embarrass the Congress Government 1 UP 15
now scriously alaxmed at its strength  They have destroved the
mftuence of the Government’s mast mmportant Muslim supporter,
Sir Sgkandar, 1 the Punjal stself *1*

Shripad Keshav Pathak; a tesponsible man of Jaigaon wrots
to the local collector that the Khaksar Movement ‘was rapwdly
spreading 1n Jalgaon, and the Hindu ctizens were becomng
restless, as ther methods, time and mode of orgamsation 18
unnatural° The complamts of Shripad Pathak made to the
Dustrict Magistrate were (1} that the Khaksars paraded every night
and contmeed parading tll 10 PM and at times till mud-nmight,
{z:) that they took a round of the whole city in uniform  with well-
Member Pungab Legisiattve Assembly wrote (date not menttoged) that ‘the
entire Iterature of the Khaksar Movement which ss fast becoming a regular
mepace for ths peace and iranquility of the country 1s in typical Urdu
Thus 15 partly responsible for the fact that s real character remams hdden
from most of our leaders to this day .~ To overcome this difficulty an estcemed
friend who 15 also an old Congress worker has prepared an exhaustive note on
the movement 1 Eaglish after a careful study of Khaksar hterature, at my
request

He wrote that it was a fasthfol translation and <All thss labour bus been
taken with the sole object of making 1t casier for the leaders of Indian public
opimion {o form a correct estimate of the danger {hns movement might counst:-
tute for the country 1n future :f allowed to progress uncheched * See A-ICC
Papers, G 6311940

A K Myumdar, Advent of Independence, pp 402-3
1% fhud
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polished Belchas which could be turned to kallmg  Afeaid of theyr
military tacties he requested the DM to take neceessary steps 13
Ansar Harvam 8 Congress leader wrote to the Congress Gene-
rat Sceretary Dr Muhammad Ashral that the movement was
ganing great impetus and had atiracted som of the best Congress
workers He requested lum to get agood leaflet prepared 1o
denounce the mosement s even the avthorties had started
patronising it 1
To the Hindus of Madras the movement showed an mBnite
<wpacty for hasm and was even more disturlang than 3 nwisance
1
The official view was also thesame A Government report
said while Khaksar propaganda glonfying the military aspect of
the Islamic futh contamed a ready appeal for the mote impression
able ection of the Muslim public 1t produced equally unfortunate
elfects on other communities the misgvings of which were sliustrated
by a sigmficant accession of recrutment to thy Akali Sena and
clear indications that the Hindus regarded the Khaksar movement
as a pan Islamic mulitant orgamsation bent on establishing  Mushm
domunation ¢ The Gosernment of UP in therr letter to the
Government of India expressed that the Khaksars must b
rerarded as 4 communal organzation though they hase not taken
part i any anti Hindu activities ' To the Government of Bihar
it was purelv sectanan despite its professsons 3t ums at & diststor
ral orgamization of a confessedly militanistic type etc '
It wes also sucgested that the philosophy underlymg the
movement was a hotch potch of wrcconeddable thmgs  Allams
1See A 1CC Papers Tile Noo §/§939-40 'A copy of the above letter
dated January § 1940 was sent to Df Rajendra Prasad Conpress Predd mt by
Shripad Pathak
A ICC Paper  File No 11,1932
¥ I1e Hindu Scptember 19 1941
¢ Home Deprtment File No 7411741 Pol (1) Partd
1S ¢R F Mudies leiter to Additional Sccretacy Home Department
No 515-C¥X (Sccrety dated March 19 1931

t Ser Y A Godbole s letier to Totteabam No 946¢  dated March 18
1911 Home Department File No 7471441 Pol {1) Tantl
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Mashruiqy tatked of the Khaksars as lew-abiding citizens’, who were
to overwhelm the world by standmg *united and firm’ and whose
weapons were fo be the poison of amiabidity and the ‘machmne-gun
of humility **°

But an objective study of Mashriqr does not vindicate hus
expressions ‘The Khaksars happened to be non-communal They
were overwhelmingly Mushm but they bad never shown inchnation
to do wrong to any community  Service to humanity being therr
motto, they could not thick of domg harm to anyone Primarly
an orgatusation purely based on Islamic doctrimes Hindus and
Sikhs were also its members and non-Mushms were freely permutted
to perform their rehgious duties m accordance with the dictates of
therr religions *° Keeping this i view the Khaksars rendered
merttorions services to famine-striken Bengal ;n 1943 22 Whenever
Mashrigqy quoted the postise splendour of Islam it was not to
subjugate Hindus but to mspire the Mushms to come out of thew
Jethargic conditions and whenever he reproached Gandhys it was
not because he was a Hindu He differed with Mabatma Gandin
on Ius doctrme of non-cooperation and non-viclence as he considered
it a weak policy He had seen amiple peacefu]l discussion with the
Bntish and was not prepared to confinue them There was only
one weapon left to be used and that was the spade to decide the
destiny of India  While exhorting the Xhaksars one would note
the hyperbolic expression with which he used to mspire them As
has been stated earher that Hitlerte philosophy had partly mfiuen-
ced the social and political 1deas of Mashnqn  He must have gone
through Hutler’s Men Kampf which speaks high of the mass contact
through popular movement  In his book Adolf Hitler ponts ont
‘The broad masses of a population are more amenable to the

. 0 The Hudn, September 19, 1941

0 Instructton to Al Khaksars (gtven on June 6, 1942)

9 The Bombav Chromcle, December 23, 1943  On December {7, 1943
Mashniqu disclosed that the Bengal Premier was deterramed to stop Khal sars
from scading destitutes on the plea that the famune 10 Bengel was ended
The Khaksars, thereupon, decided to go back fo their homes agamst the order
of the Bengal Governmeant  Sec the Stafesman, Janvary 8, 1944,
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appeal of rhetorse than to any other force. Al preat movements
are popular movements They are the voleamie eruptions of human
passtons and cmotions stisrvd into activity by the ruthless Goddess
of Distress or by the torch of the spoken word east into the midst
of the peopk.  In no case have great movements been set oot
by the syrupy cffusions of aesthetic Iiteratures and drawing room
heroes

The doom of a nation cnn be averted only by a storm of
glowing passion  but only those who are passionate themselves ¢n
arouse passion 11 others 1t 15 only through the capaaty for passio-
nate feeling that chosen leaders ¢an wield the power of the word
which Iike hammer blows will open the door to the hearts of the
peoph.

He who 1s not capable of passionate feeling and speech was
never chosen by Providence to be the herald of its will  Therefore
a wrrter should stick fo hus ank bottle and busy himself with
theoretical questions if he has the requsite abiity and know
tedpe =2

At umes he misquoted the Holy Quran His allegations in his
Islam ki Askari Zindag: about the Prophet and the message of God
ar. not correct Therem he quoted the Quran as saying that the
Prophet was sent wath the true rehgon and defimte instructions
that He shouid make alf other religions subservient to this religion
repardiess f this dommation of world causes affliction to the
hafir  ‘This)s o wrong wterpretttion of Quran it does not 3y
that all other rehgions are to be subservient to Fslam Ishw
teaches tolerance yustice and fasr play and such things never otcur
m the Holy Bosk It was Mashniqgis egowsm that foreed hum to
sterptet Quran Itke this  ~This mav have frghtened the people of
other commumtics but m his heart of hearts he was never
comminal

The hhaksar orgamsation from its ocutset considered Hindus
“and Musalmans as one nation  The Xhaksar organ the Radimce

¢ Mitler Mein Aampf pp 100-101
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bokdly prociaimed, ‘Here 15 no question of Hindu nation and the
Mushm nafion  This division cufs across the communal partihions

If thus move of dividmg, by therr favours and pumshments, the
Indian population mto two camps, succeeds, 1t will be a very sad
day mdeed, Let no one think that 1 this way the Hindu and the
Mushms will be separated 1ato two nabions—a satisfymg notion for
many  No, this 15 not the result which I force On the other
hand, there will be a2 line of cleavage passing through the Hindus
as well as the Mushims  The Hindus wilt be disurnted and dismte-
grated, the Muslims wll also be disunited and dismtegrated And
1 thss uoiversal dissension, some people will prosper but the nation
as a whole will go under It wall serve nobody There will be
neither vty between the Hindus and the Mustims, nor solidanity
among the Mushms nor the Hindus as such

The duty of the Khaksars 15 clear In plan words, not to
allow such a state of things fo happen  The future of our country,
the future of the Mullat 1s at stake  Let us not be deluded by the
prizes which are bemng offered  Let us lay aside all peity quarrels
and disputes  This 18 not the time for them Lift yoursclf above
personal and party considerations and sec whither you are duftng,
what game you are unconsciously playing ?  Can you do anythng
without amty and sehidarty *® Thus Hindu-Mushm guestion never
worned huns and whenever he exhorted the Muslhims, 1t was not
to sabjugate the Hindus but o drive the Brtish with the swords of
their ancestors ‘The Khaksars came in clash with the Unionist
muaistry of the Punjab and the Congress mumstry of Untted
Provinces not because they wete violent but because the former
did npot treat them bhuwmanly and the latter misunderstood their
motives  Sayyid Murtaza rightly saed that their posthon was
“Pang amad ba jang amad’ {when one 1s driven to the necesmty of
resortmg to violence he will take to 1t), otherwise they were non-
violent #

** The Radwarnce, August 27, 1943

2 See Legislatree Assembly Debates, Sixteenth Century, September 14
to September 24, 1942, Vol 11, 1942
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Politres they had taken fo as a temporacy expedient but thew
motlo was social service Duning the most confused penod of
thew hustory (1941} when Ma hogy was detassed v Jall Congress
people begged the Khaksars to lvad ther support to them i the
Cwvil Disobedicnce Movement  Simdarly the Musliim League glso
desind their cooperation  But thir leader Abdul Bog the
Madar un Nizam strongly opposed the proposat and asserted that
the hhaksars should not join any party * On the conmtrary he
asked Sinnah to bevome a2 m mber of the Khalsar Advisory Board
to guide them but Jinnah dechined This shows th ir spirit to
heep away from pohitics  The chotce of Jinnah could be questioned
as sectann but there wus no commanding personality among the
Mushms except that of Jinnzh or Mashnqr that could have given
the Khaksar a perfeet gwide  Their approach to the politcal
deadloch riferred to in Chapter 1X sasily 1 ads one to conclude
that they stood for independence of Indix and if they accepted
Partition 1t was only to get freedom for India ®*  Their orgamsa
tion cannot be compared with Hindu Mahasabha or Jan Sangh
which preach open hatred violence and distrust against the Mushms
Certamnly they come very mear to Akali Dal and Mahabu Dal
which hrvo as their aims sotial senvice brotherhood and love
Whetever Mashriqs sard was 18 the context of Brtnh impenalism
His Pan Islamism was never against Hindus or Hinduism It was
only 8 movement directed agmnst British :mpersalsm  Mashniq
was never anit Hhondu

Whenever the Khaksar said that clashes are the test of
obedienice or that they fiatly reject the constitutional means* st
was ouly to embarrass the Government forinall their moyements
one finds nothing but constitutionalism  Too much tall or agita
tion they would notIike To them A sient pation 15 a ponerful

Home Department File No 74/3/48 1ol (fy P 1l p 97

A Rhaksar leader of eminence wrote to Professor W C Smuh
Hindus and Sikhs must koow that we are not against them  1f weg t power
we w il work for themt 300 See Modern Infam éa Indla ¢ 272 and footoote

No i
tHiome Depantment File No 74/6/41 Pol Pt I p 445
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nattont , thie power of the English nation hes 1a 1ts sifence 8 This
they sinictly followed Vet it cannot be dented that their move-
ment ratsed a suspicion of violence and that many found it fraught
with danger, though it was above suspicion

Khaksars were charged with having Nazi conmections and
therefore dubbed as fifth colummst®® This also 18 not corfect
There are two cntersa on which the bona fides of the Khaksar
organisation can be judged First, whether the Khaksars helped
or obstructed the war effort, and secondly, was their orgamsation
fikely to create communal riots and widen the differences between
the Hindus and Muslims ~ As regards the first Allama Mashrg
offered 50,000 volunteers® for Brnitish Army to fight the Axis
powers  Wiih regard to the second, ezough has been said earlier
There 15 not a single case on record to prove that the Khakhsars were
communal or deviated from therr exclusive comcern of soctal
service  They were neither Nazt agents nor fifth colummsts
Moreover there were a number of people who gave themselyes out
as Khaksars bat were really m the service of the CID of the Punjab
Government and the Government did not take any action aganst
them Had the movement been anti-government couinent men like
Sir Ziya-nd-Din, Sic Raza Al, Wawab Yargounj Bahadur, Miyan
Ahmad Shah would not have become its members or openly sym-
pathused with 1t

The ongmn of the movement 1s traced to the publication of the
Isharat w1 1924  In 1925 Mashriqy wrote to Dr Sir Ziya-ud-Din,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Ahgarh Mushm Unmiversity, expressing
his mtention to establish a society and sesh lus cooperation The
P V C replied to Mashrigy that Ius proposal entaded ‘sacrifice of
time and money’ and it was ampossible for hum to jomt hum
Jt was 1n the later stages, bemng econvinced of its sncenty, that
Sit Ziya-ud-Din though not officaally jommng it, sympatiised with

= fhid , p 546

%2 8ec Dr Sir Ziya.udDin’s statement in the Legistative Assembly,
(September 14-24, 1942), Vol 111, 1942
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the movement and did his best for Mashriqi s release and removal
of the ban

Mashngs founded Ins organisation much b fore the emerpence
of Hitler m Naz: Germany  The similanity {n some of hus methods
with those of the Nazis was a comcidence  The wntings of Hatler
had undoubtedly siluenced the thinking of Mashriq: the plimpses
of which we find 1 the hand Wills of Mashnqgr but o say that the
Khahsar lead rbad German connection Js o talk of philosophy not
fact  Communism and Nazism both were agamst the teachings of
Islam  Both being anti relizion could not hase found any place
with the Khaksars who ngidly followed Quranmic mjunctions and
the Shanat

So [ar as the supply of funds from Germany to the organist
tion was concerned ther was a conmsiderable rumour about it
He could have got all financial support he wished m India
Nur Husayn of Tanda Bago had donated about a million sopees to
the orgamsation®  In fact the Khaksar Headquarters spent
nothing on the orgamisation  Moawin khaksar and Pakbazs had
given all therr property to the Headquarters The equipment of
band horses tents werc contnbuted by the public and the new
Khaksars provided their kits themselves 3 ‘There 15 no concrete
evidence to support the allegation of Gurman gold being suppled
to Kbaks rs  Esen th Goy rament dessied the Rhaksargs having
any connection with the Nazis

The propaganda of a Naz: Cell at Aligach was also of the same

Dt Sir Ziga ud Din i hus NMote on the Kl aksar Mover ent po nted out
that the Congress Movement aiso started the propagenda at that, fume that
the Rhiaksats were the ageats of the Nazs | first wrote to the Foreign
Secretary and to the Director of Intelhigence Bureau from the Irun Ho mtal
Simla to find wheth >t thev had apy information in their possession sbout the
aleged conarction of the khaksar Movement with the Nazls  Ou recelving
ar T IV A Aheg, A 2k T oy %6 Haps Dapart-
ment FileNo 11140 Pol (1) p 237

MW C Smuth Moderst Istant in Imha A Soclal Analysis (19383) p 273

* See the letter of W § Asghar from Rawalpind: to Viceroy dated
Junc $ 1910  Home D partment Tile No 15/5/36 Pol p 43

 Home Department File No _85/43 Pol (I} p 16
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nature and had no foundation Between 1940-47 the Aligath
Mushm Umversity was a hot-bed of pohtics Students and staff
members compnsed of Congressiles, Leaguers, Communssts,
Klaksars and every faction claimed to have a considerable follow-
g mn the Umversity The Britsh Government fook advanfage
of this situation and charged the Professors with responstility
for the creation of a German Cell which was not proved
by any secret mquiy The Professors had to undergo great
hardship during the Wosld War II  The correspondence of Kham
and hus famdy makes pamnful reading  Mere marrying of German
women or doctorates from German Universities did not justdy
their connection with the Nazis  The arrest of Mrs Khairt on the
pretext of her having connection with the Nazis was 2l the more
pamnful To avoud police mterference Khbamwt named hus wife as
the editor of the Spirir of the Time, otherwise she had nothing to
do with the paper  Clanfyiog her position Professor Khair wrote
to Jinnah

‘But a Government, part of a rmghty empire with glorious
traditions, 15 expected to know that my wife Mrs Fatimah Khairs
was 100 p ¢ harmless They ought to have known that her name
as the Editor of the Spuwrit of the Tune, a harmiess monthly, was
merely for the reason of techmicalities and wsed 1 spite of her
continuous protests

The paper the Sperit of the Tune, was stopped two months
before the war began  After the war began my wife often said that
if no other German at Algarh was interned and only she was
interned, she could npever forgive me for using her mame as
Editor *®

Regardmg the techmcalities referred to above, Khar explamed
that his paper was purely Islamuc and its object was solely the
propagation of the ideals of the Muslm League He, being a
member of the teaching staff, could not undertake its editorsiup and

= Letter of Professor A § Khwn toM A Jimnah, dated October 12,
1940, Delira Dug, Destrict Jaul, Home Depattment, Fie No 111440, Pol {3,
pp 126-27
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therefore made his wife its nomumal edstor

A study of Khains correspondence with Jinnah and Nawab-
zada Liaquat Al Khan reveals that hewas more a Leaguer than
a2 German m creced In that wvery letter he wrote to Jinnah
expressing lus profound debt of gratutude for the resolistion passed
1 sympathy with hus aggnieved family requesting the Government
for immediate release  For this geperous act he wrok to
Liaquat Ali Khan

Asl do not know the whereabouts of Mr Jinnak I am
enclosing o letter of thanks to lum for the kind resolution n the
League s Council  Its contents arc also for yon Please do read
them It 13 not necessary to wnte the same thing over to you
also  But please be assured of my most sincere feelings towards
you

I do not know whether my letter from Jhans: Jail 1n the Jast
weeh of September reached you

Conaress people constantly keep on conung into Jait to ook
after therr humblest workers. Leigue people seeni to be afraid
even to acknowledge the receipt of letters from therr former collea
gues  Perhaps I ought not to write Jetters fo fhem n ord ¢ not
to contamunate them | would not do it in future if I could get
the shightest lunt to this effect Perhaps not acknowledging the
recespt of a former letter is meant to be a hint ¢

The helpless and distlfusioned khairs died in Scptember 1943
in poverty and desperation = reward that every patriot has
recenved for ramsing his voice agamst the tyranny of foreign rule #
and as to what happened o Mrs Rhurt and her chidren the
records of the Home Departrient are silent

The assault on Jinnah by a Khaksar named Rafiq Sabir made
the movement suspicious and placed Mashniqr . a very tight
comner Prior to this mnaident Jinnah was constantly i receipt of

1 Letter of Professor A § Rbauri to Nawabzadn Liaquat Alv Khen,
Genernl Secretary A1 M League dated October 10 1940 from Dehra Dud
District Jai! Home Dep timent Fie No 111746 Pol (1)

G Allama op ¢it p 298
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threatemng letters by anonymows Khalsars On June 27, 1943
one of the leading Xhaksars wrote to lum ‘Il your ultimate goal
55 Palustan, then 1n order to brmg the stage ofits attainment nearer,
for God’s sahe arnve at a compromuse with Gandlup . We
request you to see Gandbyt i jasd mmmediately, otherwrise (some)
of us, isking our hves, shall make you the farget of our bullefs "8
The whole episode narrated by Hector Bolitho convinces the reader
of an orgamised consprracy agamst Jmneh by the Kkaksars and
Mashriqr  But this conclusion appears to be one-sided  Greater
enemy of the Khaksar than Jmpahk was Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan,
the Preter of the Punjab, who mobilised his forces agamst them
caustng the death of many Khaksars But Khalsars did not
take any action agamnst b and actually shed tears while accom-
panymag his funeral How could then they go agamst the Qard-i-
Azam 7 Rafig Sabw was zadoubtedly 2 Kbaksar and there 15 no
denying the fact that Jinnah moight have received anonymous letters
from Kbakhsars as well, but to say that the assaifant was selected
for & murderous attack by the organsation does not appeat to
be true  May be Rafig Sabir would have done 1t of on lus own
accord

Mashnigr and Jionah differed only on the question of
commundl settfement  As stated i the foregomg pages it was
Mashnqr's earnest desire to bring about a settlement between Gandhn
and Jmnah, and for that he asked the Khaksars to send letters,
telegrams and messages to Jianah Jatest by July 26, 1943 Mashriqi
regarded it a great sin that Indian mdependence should be delayed
on account of the obstacle of Pakstan® and more than two Iakh
letters, telegeams and resolutions were sent to Juunah and Viceroy
Hadjhe thought otherwise, he would not have waited for such a
long tme  But Mashnqi loved conciliation and throughout the
whole course of the movement he stuck to it even atthe time of
mauch enttical morsents 1o the history of the movement Heeven
asked the Qaid---Azam that be ‘must discard s trousers and coat

* Hector Bolttho, Jinnak  Creator of Pakssian (London, 1954), p 144
* Horoe Department, File No 28/5/43, Pol (I),p 148
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(Enghish costurnes) and  become a servant of Islam and a general
tike Caliph Omac ¢

The entire movement was based on rehgion—Islam—empha
sizng religons disciphine wittun and without the orgamzation  His
Ta kirak presented a rewnterpretation of Islamue values from the
pomt of view of the twenticth century iberalism  He nas convinced
that the Muslim community 12 India could not come out of 1ts out
dated 1deas unless a reonentation of Islam was seriously taken up
In search of this he had gone too fir and 1nvited the wrath of the
conservalive section of Mushm sacicty  The Moulavt dilikes to
quote lim  the Khaksar Movement beeause when the military and
soldicrly ability has been .cquired when the strength for con
quering forts has been developed and when they have learnt to be
ready at one clarroncall  who then would gne him bread to
eat ¥ He goes on tosay It s not wrilten tn the Quran that
you should collect round the Moulavi to give an impetus to his
trad  and hivehhood ¢ His message was therefore a departure from
the current interpretation of Islam

About fity years ahead of lum Sir Sayyid in the nineteenth
century also pave 1 hberal interpretation of Istam  But tlus
reor: nttion of Islamic scripture was to meet the challenge of
Christianity as he was convinced that western Diberal idens and
scientific approach would make the Englsh educated Muslumns
heretic  But Mashnqt had no such consuderation nor did he
approach Islam through the touch stone of science  As a confused
and discontented Mushm his interpretation facked the basic qualiies
of a reformer  Mority and spintualism find no place in his
philosophy and the thing . that ;mattered to him was materiahism
Such an nterpretation  was' not lLikely o do- good fo Islam

o Allama Mashriqus 1rrefutable statement in connection with tie
cowardly assault on the Qaid i Azam (Mr M A. Jinnah) The leaflet purports
to have been print 4 at the Ansa @ Press Dellu by Pir Mubammad Khan
{found i File No 28/5 43 Pol. (1) Home Depariment)

¢ Mashniqy Qauf { Fovsel p I Jine -8

1 Mastnqe Mowlavi Aa Ghalat Ma ! b No 1 p 6
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Natusally st could not win favour esther from the Mushras or from
the Hindus  The Mushims called him a herefsc® and the Hndus
called Iuis movement a most dangerons form of milstary
dictatorship & Truly speaking, fus writings are replete with
exboriations to the Musalmans to be agam the conquezor of the
world and condemnation of thew degeneration comung i the wake
of the abandonment of muktary hfe which Islam msistently imposed
on its followers But whatever he said 15 fo be judged mn the
socio-pohitical background of therfes when the British bayonet
without discrommation was used m India  He never mmed at
subjugating the Hmduns and whatever he said should be judged 1n
the context of the British i India

The Khaksar Movement susted the dis-spmited and disorganssed
Mushms of the thities The frustration caused by World War I
had very much to do with the mception of movement and its
wdeofogy  Unemployment of Ungversity graduates who were ready
to sell their talents for Rs 35 a month or to go m for memal
services even on lower emoluments was a common feature
During this period of gloom and despondency the Khaksar
Movement ‘cast a powerful spell on the more ardent Mushkm
youths’ to whom the Khaksar’s banger provided 2 message mscrsbed
on it ‘Action and Glory " Its discipline, seif-sacnifice, simpheity
and social service and 1ifs feachmg that every Musaiman wasa
soldier 1n the service of Allah and the commumty attracted the
attention of the frustrated Musalman I shook up the slnmbering
masses to their tesponsiblities and mspired them with the glorious
past that had won laurels  Snnultansously with the growth of the
Khalksarism other voluntary orgamsations also cropped tp with the
ostensible purpose of soctal sereice  They alt awakened the masses
and stepped up the struggle for mdependence

Towards the end of 1945-46 thewr strength conmderably
mereased  The movement got impetus m the Punjab, United

2 See Poreword of Professor M Al-Fazl, op ait,p 13

# AJCC Papers, Notes on the Khaksars Movement, Fite No G63/1240
“ Plulip Talbot, quoted by the Hindu, September 19, 1941
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Provinees  Smdh and North West Frontier Provngs In other pro-
vinces the movement was conung up brick by buck The leadership
of the movement w1s retained by upper class m o mostly weahistic
and intellectual--but the organssation functioned mostly in cilies
small towns were not touched Since the movement failed fo
present any economic progeamme 1t did not appeal ether to the
proletarit or the people of the lower sirata of society  The spade
their svmbol no doubt presented an iden of the digmty of honest
labour but the poor did not understand ifs pnfesophicat basis
1t could be used as 2 pillow to sfeep a pot to cooh a plate to eat
a plass fo take water from and a weapon for safuty

For a pretty long time the movement was rankling i the
bosom of the Government which planned s exttaction  Confiden-
tial consultations of the provincial Governments assured the Home
Department that the Khaksars had ther own way of workmg and
the immediate extinction of the Khaksars was out of question It
was this fear that pressed the Government fo deal with the
Khaksars with great high handedness

The deade before Independence was full of turmoil and chaos

sphit between Hindus and Mushms was more apparent than ever
before  Communalism dommated every walk of fe  The fear of
Brtish withdrawal from Indit without independence snfluenced the
poliey of every politival party ‘The answer to this ftar was frequent
13 given 1n the foreboduing of the duclaration of civi) war among the
maror political parties It was also feared that there would be
region wise wars The Sthhs would not tolerate Mushm dommation
The or(hodox religtous minded Pathans would orgamse themselves
and make the best use of such a rare opportunsy | Commumists
and Socialnts would camve out thers own places  The big feudal
states which had lost therr tersitory to the British would seize it
again with the help of their armies Utter confusion as that
prevathng duning the reign of the Jast Mughals would reign supreme
and out of it 1t was rumourcd the subtant Khaksars would
emerg victorous W C Smuth opmes that Mashngi foresaw &
persod of chaos 1n Indin and called together wndet fam an srin~d
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forece to seize power ¢ But 1t 18 too far-fetched a conclusion
Mashrigy, as stated already, was not violent and had he ever deswred
to seize power he could have done it with the help of such a
powerful orgamsation But he had no such ideas Of course
Hindus were afraid of 1t and this 15 the reason why Hindu and Sikh
private military organssations were formed But a sudden dnft
changed the polifical shape of the country The Mushim League
accepted the June 3 Plan and the Khaksars came m clash with the
League

After Partition their leadership in India waned, bnnging the
whole orgamsation to an abrupt end and shattermg the whoie body
of Khaksars who marched o action for God and His Prophet, for
nation, for sovereignty, for peace, for the sacrifice of hfe and
propetty 1n the way of God, and for the humanity at large The
last days of Mashniqu were not devord of socal service and politics
At Ichhra, the old headguarters of lus socio-political activities, he
founded the Istam League in 1948 and continued to serve his country
i spite of his old age £ Perseverance, austerity and above ail the
fatal discase of cancer had exhausted all his energies and he fell to
the omslaupht of death after a protracted 1llness at Lahore on
August 27, 1963 at the age of 75 The obsequies was performed
m Adara--Alyah, the headquarters of the Khaksar Movement at
Ichhra, Lahore, the cherished place from where Mashnqt rose to
eminence and which ultimately took him into its bosom for ever

W C Sauth, ap arf,p 276

#Dr Y B Mathur i Ius article Khaksar Mowment' {published
Stadies 11 Islam, Vol VI, No 1,1959, p 6] footnote) says about the post-
partition activities of Mashrigr as follows

*He founded Istam League 1n 1948 and vehemently opposed the principle
of panily between East and West Pakistan til} ail unuts in West Palastan emerg-
ed into one sinple nmt on the basis of solidarity of West Pakistan  He wanted
East and West Pakistan to be one umt and pleaded for one common langnage—
Urdn—and one common culture—Islamic—for the ¢ hole of Pakistan  He also
denoutced western democracy and commurnism and demanded establistment of
Islamic democracy tn the country Oa Aprit 2, 1957 he was expelled from Istam
League by a detision of the Council of Jslam League on the plea that he
roiserably fasled to liberate Kashmir due to the I6ss of mental equilibrium
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Thus ended a movement which entercd Indian politics hle a
flooded river but vanished hike a summer storm leaving behind only
sts memories ta enable hustorians to recount its bygone vamty
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