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ON THE OASE op THR

- AMEERS OF UPPER s01NDE,

- In rising' to move for the papers of which I have
given mnotice, I shall venture to ask the permission of
the House to trespass upon their attention whilst I

~ bring to their consideration certain facts to which -
- those papers refer, ‘bearing on the present state and
condition of the ex-rulers of Scinde.
1 am aware that I may be met by the objection
that this question is‘ome that has been considered
‘some years ago, and that the policy that was then .
brought under the consideration of Parliament has
‘had the sanction of the House; but it should be recol-
Jected-thatyat that time graverdoubts were entertained
by ‘many ‘persons a3 fo ‘the justice of ‘that'policy.
Since that period matters and facts have been bl'Pught
to light bearing strongly upon those acts which, I
think, prove that the views that were taken at that
time by those who were opposed to the policy of the
annexation of Scinde were correct, and thatI am
now justified in again asking Parlir{ment to recon-
sider the case of those unfortunate princes.

8\ T could have wished that some individual of greater

4
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- Weig‘ht. than myself had undertaken thejp cause-—some
one whose abilitieg would have i
Justice being' done to the case
princes ; and When I recollect that my right honoyp.
- nble friend - the: member for, the’University of ‘Oxford,
ouly ashort time since; hag advocated so powerfully
the ‘cause of an-oppressed people in A neighbouring
country, I feel more'than evep My own inadequacy to
the task; I have undertaken. I have g satisfaction,
“however, in believing that the ear of the House hag
never yet been deaf toithe claim of justice ; and ‘the
facti that the persons on whose behalf I plead were
princes of India—once our faithful allies, now exiles
from their native land— affords no. reason . why' they

of these. unfortunate

should be: thought undeservin g of _the sympathy and

commiseration of a British Houge of Commons.

I .beliéve Tvam" justified in asking for those papers
on the ground that, as matters of history; they should
be . given  to this House. The: documents - can-
nected with the affairs of Scinde, up to 1842, have
been furnished to:Parliament, and| bring before-.us
the "pi*oéeedihgs by E\xrlxicll ther British Govermr.leut
came into. 'the | possessionof that' térritory. ' E.‘n.nce
the 'year 1842, various transactions of»:gma.t pohixcal
importance : have ntaken- place, together with gxteat
changes in the internal arrangements of that country,
therefore’ it seems most desirable that .the docllxc-l-
ments containing the additional information shou

also be laid before Parliament. When we consider

more especially that an- inquiry is going on up-stairs

J
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in_ reference to the future government of Indxa, I
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mUSt feel thattheseare pape]'s “’hiChbeﬂl‘peculiarly . |
upon:many points -connected with that inquiry, ' and
should jbe furnished to us withoyt delay., ,
< Dicoheur in an opinion which I lately read in the
~work:of |an shonourable and learned. friend of .min;a,'

a - member of this House; the: hon.  member - for
Sheffield—that “ to | form a -just . appreciation  of the
.l conduct, of those who have taken part in the govern~

ment.of mankind, is one of. the great purposes for

which history is written,” and that it is therefore right
that the transactions in which they have been engaged
should~be: fully and -fairly laid - before the public.
‘With this view, I consider that it is necessary- for
_the ‘duel appreciation of the characters -.of the public
men- who took part in the transactions in Scinde,

* that  the JHouse: should be furnished with all the

documents: having reference to those transactions.

s Perhapsithe House is not aware that a few
| weeks since, 'a similar motion to that which I now
I make ,'was brought forward by a noble earl in
; another:place ;/ but. that noble earl, in moving for
= documents, moved-only for a portian ‘of the papers for
| which- I now ask.: That noble earl moved for a report
' of o commission appointed in India -_twel:s'c months

since, for the purpose of investigating .certaln‘charge.‘s
of fraud and forgery that were laid fngam.st his

-~ highness Meer Ali Moorad, Amecr of UPP.er Scmd'e-—
4 commission by which that prince wns tm.zd. nnd cone

victed of the crimes for which he was arraigned ; hut

the noble earl, though he moved for the papers, stated

. at the same time his own doubt ns to the character for

T e S TR ST e
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fairnéss ’of ‘that cOm‘r:nission. Considering the high
position of that noble earl; his knowledge of Indian
matters, and his experience on this question;’it seems
to me that anything that has fallen' from him" is
desetving of 'great''weight ; ‘and that - therefore we
should "hdvé"”b’efc‘)i'e‘il_"é" further documents to enable us
to' come ‘to'a more satisfactory conclusion'with regard
to'the report of that commission.

“‘The documents which I ‘think I am justified in
requesting are—first,'the report of Sir George Clerk,
late Governor of ' Bombay, one' of the ablest ger-
vants’ of the Indian (Government, on‘whose gpinion
it was that the commission was appointed ; secondly,
the ‘minutes of the ‘members of the Government of
Bombay, to whom the report of that commission
was submitted ; thirdly, the minute of the Governor-
General in council—the first authority in India—
who is bound to see justice done between all persons,
and to maintain the honour and dignity of the
British name. '

I think I am justified in asking for those docu-
ments, | as they 'all bear onTthe question at issue.
They are mnot in  the “secret department, but are
furnished to the Court of Directors, and 1t 18 usual
to give them to Parliament on questions of“ this
nature.  More than that, I firmly believe in my
own mind that those documents, if produced, will
do honour to the servants of the British Government
in India by whom that investigation was conducted, .

and’ demonstrate the impartialit.y of the tribunal.
1 ask for the documents at'this moment, because



www.drpathan.com Page # 6

.7

“there are means at the disposal of the British (to.
vernment by which reparation to some extent may
be afforded. I may be asked,—why not leave the
matter to the Governor-General of India? In reply,
I would say, I feel confident no person could he
found more willing to ameliorate the condition of
- those unfortunate princes than the noble marquis at
the head of the Government of India; but at the
same time it is my conviction that, in a case which
has given rise to so much discussion, and concerning
which there has been such diversity of opinion, an
expression of sympathy on the part of the British
House of Commons would aid the Governor-General
of India in carrying out a just and righteous course
of policy. . 1~ , ' ’
-1 wodd beseach the House to give me a3 patient
~ hearing, whilst I attempt {but feebly I fear) to
‘plead.c the . cause, of men who have now no other
Person in thlSHOUSe to spgak in their behalf. I
would recall to the recollection of the House the
circumstances which took place on the first acquisi-
tion. of Scinde ; and I need not go farther back than
the year 1888. That\was the yent; it will be recol-
lected, which gave birth to that-_policy, for the
carrying out of which, a British army was
marched into Central Asia. It was considered
- nemary to secure the friendly feeling axfd cord.ial
co-operation of the rulers of Scinde, to msurf,t .1ts
success, A ,treaty was proposed by the Dritish

(overnment, ond din that treaty the Ameers,
' after lengthened negotiations, concurred, In the
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year 1838 the first intimate political connection
was -established between them and -the . British
Government.  There were treaties previously, .but
merely commercial. At this period; three: brothers
wene,yulersaof Upper, Scinde,—Meer Roostum Khan,
~ Meer Mobarik - Khan, and Meer Ali Moorad.
| .;[‘:heiru__father’s' name was Meer Sohrab Khan, a
chief- of the Talpoor dynasty. He died in 1830,
dividing his territory into four portions, leaving
- to.each son a portion as a patrimony, and attach-
ing. the fourth portion to the turban, or chiefship,
‘which ~devolved upon Meer Roostum Khar, the
~eldest of the three brothers. .

5 From 1838 to 1841 disputes at various times arose
~ between Ali Moorad and the two eldest brothers, in
reference to territory. Those disputes were decided
by the British resident under an agreement made by
thestreaty of 1888. Im 1842, Ali:Moorad placed

- . himself at the head of an army, attacked the .forces

of his :brother, defeated him, and forced him to sign
a: treaty, called the treaty of Nounahar, by which
Roostum {I{han agreed to.make aver/ tos him- certain
- villages 7 belonging to. himself ‘and ‘Meer™ Nusseer,
son of Meer: Mobarik Khan. « Those villages formed
the .subject matter of inquiry under the commission
issued in 1850 by the British Government.

~ IFrom an early period Ali Moorad, who had been de-
scribed, by those who knew him intimately, a8 o
crafty and designing prince—commenced a series
of intrigués ngainst his eldest brother, Meer Roos-
tum Khan: these intrigues were unfortunately too
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guccessful. He placed in the hands of the British
resident in Scinde certain letters, which he said he
had intercepted—letters purporting to be hostile to the
Britishi Government; iand which he alleged to have
passed between!Meer Roostum and the Court of Lahore.
2Meér Rdostum ‘denied the' authenticity of the
letters, and asked for an opportunity ' of - proving
their. fabrication. He also begged to be'confronted
with -his -accusers. ' But both: those reasonable re-
quests were refused. ~ The letters were sent to certain

- officers ‘of the British Government, who were sup-

posed ¢o be mosticompetent to pronounce an opinion
on documents of that description. Their authenticity
wasidoubted at the time by those officers, one of .
whomwas' Sir’ George Clerk, who declared that he
doubted, not' only the authenticity of the documents,
buti‘more: especially the seals attached to them.
'About this period, in the autumn of the year 1842,
Siri.Charles Napier made his appearance in Scinde,
and soon after became the chief civil and military
authority. ~Contrary to the opinion of the officers to
whom:reference had,been-made, and who; had jseemthe

letters 4in question, Sir Charles Napier declared, upon -

the opinion of Capt. Brown—who, according to Colonel
Outram, and other evidence, knew nothing of Persian,
(the language in which the letters were written)—that
they were authentic, and immediately took possession
of a large portion of the territory of Roostum Khans
Another question-had been raised between Roos-
tum Khan and Ali Moorad, viz. the succession to the
turban, Meer Roostum IKhan, nearly eighty years
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of age wasv‘desirous of leaving the turban to his
oldest son. But it was'also claimed by Ali Moorad,
Sir Charles Napier took part with Ali Moorad, with
~ whom he had entered into close communication soon
after hig' arrival in Upper Scinde. ‘Meer Roostum
Khan, with a view to'escape from the intrigues of
' his!unnatural brother, asked permission to’ enter the
camp “of Sir Charles Napier, and to place himself
entirely in the hands of the British general.  Sir
Charles Napier, instead of eagerly taking advantage
of such an opportunity of unravelling the tangled
skein of Upper Seinde politics, refused at that time
to receive him, but directed him to the camp of
Ali Moorad, the very person who had: probably
forged  the letters which were so derogatory to his
brother’s character, and thé very person who was at
that moment’ engaged in plots to compass the poor
~ old" chieftain’s destruction. The House, perhaps,
- would 'scarcely believe that a British representative
- could have taken such a mistaken step, under the

- peculiar circumstances in which the unfortunate Meer
Roostum: was:placed. ' But Sir Charles Napier him-
self recobds! the 'remarkable fact. | He writes to the
’GovernorQGeneralf on'20th of December, 1842, that
Meer Roostum was anxious ‘to take refuge in the
British camp, adding, « I did not like this, as
it would have embarrassed me how to act; but the
idea struck me at once that he might go to Ali
Moorad, who might induce him, as a family arrange-
- ment, to resign the turban. I therefore secretly’
-+ . wrote to Roostum and Ali Moorad ; and about ten
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¢ ¢hat his brother was safe with him.
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oclock I had an express from Ali Moorad, to say,
)N %

It appears that subsequently- Meer Roostum Khan
was prevailed upon to cede to Ali Moorad the turban

. put (the latter at the same time entered into an agree-

ment, by which lLe promised to secure to Meer
Roostum. that portion of his territory which was left
to him by Lis father as a patrimony. The treaty of
cession reached the British general, but the agree-
ment between the two brothers, which accompanied
it; never  came into that gallant officer’s hands.
Ali - Moorad: still continued his intrigues with a
view to the ruin of his unfortunate brother, and led
the British general to believe that Roostum Khan

was about to raise troops to attack the British

army. Hence the destruction of Emaumghur, and the
first.commencement of hostilities. Sir Charles Napier
marched a force to the point where he was told
Roostum 'Khan was enecamped; but on his arrival
found there was no enemy to oppose him. He had,
however, the satisfaction of blowing up the fortifi-
cation without mischief to a single man.  On the
other hand, the unfortunate  Meer-Roostum, who had
fled ‘to"the desert, alarmed by an”intimation fromhis
brother that the British general wished to make him
a prisoner,'was found by Colonel Outram surrounded
by only a few followers, and his wives and children.
Distracted and perplexed, in his agony he implored
to be taken to the British general, for the purpose
of throwing himself on his mercy ; but the interview

* Vide “Supplementary Scinde Blue Book,” and “Thornton’s
History of India,” vol. vi., pp. 425 to 435.
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was again prevented by the intriguesof AJ; Moorad *
and subsequently Meer Roostum was directeq, 1o Prc’;—'
ceed to Hydrabad. ~In Lower SCindeyx:howevér,x ,ixe
found that sympathy, “{111(:1,1,119 ‘h*‘d“mt»me,t«wiﬂ{,,;t
the hands of, the: British, vepresentative,, op. from , bis
relatives in,Upper Seinde, . The Beloochees, who are
ahways described.as g)wild and warlike race; stung. to
maduess ab the treachery experienced by “the  aged
privee from his nearkinsman, and, the harsh. treg.
meut he bad received, from the . British general,
dashed mto the, field, against the. British, troops. af,
Yeanes, undepliy Wallg of Hy drabad. .,{There, JDiows
eyery.they were. defeated by the skill of the British,
generaljand the valour of our army ;. the vesult, of this

- actigras, that,some of the Ameers were sent as capr,
 tuesto Dritish India, while others were left unden the,
. ontrol of Ali Moorad. . Such was the fivst, chapteﬁ.

in, this painful. history, 'L Will now,.proceed. 4o, the:
second., . . ; | M ‘ =70,

DR AR S atoikor diod ognd
.:In 1846, Sir Charles| N apier,';:.-.wl'xo_;:;\manaboi;i:fatf;;
o ?ea\f,e i Seinde, ‘appeared ito have.chan ged; his Qpinibzx;
. mregard to the, character of Al -;Mdorad.g:; N seeﬁxé;
the general left o jmhémorandum i bisioffice, stating;
that he had gravedoubts’of the, honesty of: Ali Moorad ;
ﬂl‘ld that ha had reagon o beligve that he had possessed
himself . of, certain, Jands which were not hig of right,
and whiely belong'ed to the British Government, Sir
G—eorge Clerk, the, Governor of Bombay, proceeded

. O a tour to Scinde in 1848, and instituted an
- Investigation regarding | this memorandum. He
found ou his grrival in S“cinde, that there were two

* Vide “Tho Conquest of Scinde, & Commentary,” 8act. 9,
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individuals, named Sheik Alj Hassan, and Peep Goliay
one of whom had been Prime Minister to A); Moora(l,
and the other his confidential adviser, who were 1)1-8:
pared to give evidence against Ali Moorad to the effect
that theleaf of*the Koran on which the treaty of Nou-
nahar was written had been torn from the volume, and
that another leaf had been inserted, in which the word
- ¢ districts” had been substituted for ¢¢ villages,” and
that, therefore, property of considerable value, to which
the British Government was entitled by right of con-
quest, had been wrongfully held by Ali Moorad.
Although “the characters of these witnesses were
doubtful, there was such corroborating evidence of the
- circumstance, that Sir George Clerk was induced to
consider it the duty of the Government to appoint a
commission to inquire into the whole case. A commis-
sion was appointed, consisting of Mr. Pringle, a man of
judgment and ability, and Major Jacob and Major
Lang, both officers of great political experience and
hight reputation, before whom Ali Moorad was cited to
appear. ~He appeared accordingly, and was allowed
to exafiing ‘and) cross-examine witnesses, but was
unablé” to" tebut ' the Jcharges  brought against. him.
«  The vérfy leaf” oh' which the treaty of ‘Nounahar
liad been written was produced'; the chiet was con-
victed of fraud and forgery ; and has sinc(? been com=
pelled to relinquish the tervitory of wl‘nch 'lh.e}htlu;
wrongfully held possession, and the turban which
had so disgraced.
Now I wish to point out
which this inquiry had on t

to the ITouse the bearing
he charges originally

.
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prought against the Ameers of Scinde, It will be

recollected that one of the first charges made agpinst

those princes had reference to the letters' said to be

intercepted, and which were furnished to the British

resident by Ali Moorad, who alleged that those docu-

mentsi had passed between Roostum Kban and the

Court of Lahore, “Roostum Khan asked to be con-

fronted with his accusers, and.to be shown the docu-

ments, but both requests were refused him. It has

now been proved that Ali Moorad was, from the com-

mencement, plotting to effect his brother’s destruction;

:n which he unfortunately succeeded: and this very

Ali Moorad, who furnished the letters on which

his brother was condemned, has since been convicted

of fraud and forgery against the British Go_vemme-nt,

0 which he had such abundant reason for showing

| teal gratitude. g T

~t_hﬁgﬁeihere,gis another'.!;:'fact—-—a _1n._o§.t__i.r,vr;§p,01;‘t.ar}.§- ;01,1@3

;nar‘r’i\‘el'y, that when that commission was Sittng,

‘Ameer Mahomed Houssein, the eldest S.QDOf Rooslfuﬂa

"j‘Khaﬁ} who, since the conquest of Scmde,‘ l;ad :;311;

liviti o the Bounty of the Mphomedan chiels on A
P Tndus—Lfor he ‘would never deign 10

ba]l:kspf th‘; ‘a favour from the British Government,

ask or accept ¢ | e

o a 'f stigma, _1'ested' 011h§sna::e?1?:ef‘iidg] "

at the risks of bis .life i llpelgjitfg]f Government 8

commission, Saymg :""_I‘lsle." :to the iniquities of

ahout to institute an Gy mmdicate;the honour

~ myuncle Ali Moorad: I “!mh,tofl:; to wiPé away the

- and good faith of my father-’ alf mily, and I have |

~ stain’ which now rest dn my HE T

~ g0 long as

!

l‘“db‘“>
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bxought evidence to prove that every ome of the
charges against my family is false. The commis-
sioners said they regretted not to be able to enter
into'that inquiry, and that they were obliged to con-
fine themselves to the matters to which they were
restricted - by the instructions they had received from
the British Government. But I helieve there was
not a man, from the first commissioner down to the
humblest individual present at that inquiry, who was
not’ convinced that the family of Meer Roostum
~ Khan were wholly guiltless of the charges originally
brought against them. .
* Another charge brought against Meer Roostum
was that of stopping and robbing the Dawk; on
which, it will be recollected, Sir Charles Napier laid
such stress. Roostum Xhan declared at the time
that he and his family were innocent of that charge;
and proof has since been tendered that the man who
caused the Dawk to be intercepted was Ali Moorad
himself, for the purpose of laying the crime at the
door of his 'unfortunate brother: to this point the
Améer Mahomed Honssém was ready to give evidence.
“The next scene in ‘this pmnful dmma was the
cession of the turban, and that was “proved to have
been forced from Roostum Khan‘when in confine-
ment ; and whilst the treaty ratifying the cession was
duly conveyed to the British general, another mes-
8enger, who hore the other agreement, by which
Meer Roostum’s patrimony was secured to his family,

was stopped on his way by a horseman of Ali Moomd
and the document taken from him.

. .+ . A
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“.Another most impéﬁant fact was elicited by the
commission :  that the principal moonshees; or- native
clerks, in the office of the Government'iof ‘Scinds,
through - whom - thet information /wds\furished ' on
which' the wholé “of ‘the ‘proceedings ‘was:hdsed, were
bi'ibéd'*by":Ali' ‘Moorad:+ There is:one mbre* pointto
which' I niust allude -~ namely, the attack of * the
Beloochees* on' the 'British': forces at - Hydrabad.
Considering that the feelings of the people had been
greatly exasperated by the treatment which Roostum
Khan had received at' the hands of the:British re-
presentative, I find no fault with brave isoldiers
‘S'ééking'with their lives to: vindicate the honour’ of
 their ‘ancient rulers, and- dashing iitot the ' field * to

g

4

 , thelrsupport. o i oo TERL NG, e
~ iiIwould ‘mow wish to point out:to-the House' the
-elaims which I think those princes'‘have to the ¢on-
sideration’ of ‘the British House of: Commons: 'and ‘of
“'the British Government. At the time of the ‘ihvasion
_ oft Affghanistan; it was stated by the ‘military autho-
rities that Scinde being ‘the base for the. operations:iof
our'atmy, it was amatter of the greatdst importance
~ to-obtain possession of the strong ‘fort of Bukkur, on
‘the Tndus. ~ At our' request, Meer: Roostum Khan,
contrary'to the wishes'of his family and of the Beloo-
chee 'goldiery, surrendered the fort of Bukkur to the
British Government, although it was considered the
“heart of his country.  So important was the cession ?f
that fort thought to be, that Lord Auckland and Sir
Henry Pottinger declared that the gratitude of the.
British Governmient was due to Meer Roostum Khan;
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and Sir Alexander Burnes wrote about the same time
in these words:—“ I have never doubted their (the
Ameers’) sincere desire to serve us, but, in their weak
state, L did not expect such firmness in the day of
need.”, Again, the British envoy writes to the Gover-
nor-General— Meer Roostum hus shown in the day
of trial what he professed at all times, that he mas
the sincere and devoted friend of the Dritish nation.”
“Such were the services that were performed by the
family of Meer Roostum in 1888, and such were the
opinions expressed with regard to those services. No
Englishman can forget the year 1841, when clouds
arose whicli seemed to threaten the annihilation of the
British rule in India; hut at that moment the Ameers
of Scinde, deaf to entreaties and fo the religious cry
that was then raised by the Mahomedans from one end
of India to the other—regardless of all personal con-
siderations—remained true to British interests. So
valuable were the services they rendered at that time,
that,it .was said by the highest military authorities,
that if-it had not.been for those services, and espe-
cially. the |supplies /they  farnished jto. the jarmy of
Brigadier. | England, that army could never have
advanced or retired, and British honour could never
_ave heen retrieved under the walls of Cabool.® 1
Tn smaller matters also they showed their anxiety

* Tt is very important to bear in mind that these services were
rendereds after the treaty of 1830. Previous to that treaty, the .
conduct of the Ameers was undoubtedly hostile; but subsequently
they saw the hopelessness of contending with DBritish power, and, i
according to Captain Postans, fully made up for their .former r
hollow professions, and want of faith, by @ cordial co-operation.” - |
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to assist the British forces: Colonel Outram, ac-
knowledging the services of the Ameers in ‘refnit-
ting all customs on supplies furnished to''the ' British
troops, wrote in these terms on'the'24th of’ Juue
1841 ¢ Thdt he! wis 'instructed by the’ Governor-
G?S‘riéljal‘ to ‘acknowledge the 'satisfaction “with which
hs'had reteived this additional mark of their friendly
~ disposition, and of the libera] policy with which' their
- administration is conducted.,” - =+ = -

* ‘Such was the letter addressed to Meer Roostum in
June 1841. Let us 10w read 'the account given of
the same prince a few months subsequent,- when,
branded and hunted by his unnatural relative, as-
sisted by the forces of Sir C. Napier, heé was found &
fugitive in the desert: Colonel Outram writés, I beheld
the sovereign of Upper Scinde, whose important ser-
vices ‘o Governor-General had deemed fitting' to ac-
knowledge, become a houseless wanderer; one who,
nursed in the lap of luxury, had not known what an
ungratified wish might mean. I met him in the jungle,
surrounded by his faithful retainers, unprovided with
the decenciesjofflife. A tent with a single, awning,
not ten - feet' square, afforded” thesole “protection
Arom the weather enjoyed by the party during heavy
and long-continued rains; and is it to be wondered
at, that I felt intensely for the poor old man ?”

I should not do justice to the true character of
the Ameers if I did not allude to the charges
which have been heaped on them by the first military
historian of this country, I could have wished, for
the honour of the British army, that those accusations /

|
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had never been penned ; for there was no language to
be found which was not used to asperse those princes,
and no crimes of which they were not said to be
quilty. It must be recollected that the historian had
never been in Scinde, and had no personal knowledge
of the circumstances he relates; whereas, in direct
contradiction to his statements, there is the evidence
of British officers,* who had lived in daily intercourse
with these calumniated princes in the days of their
prosperity, who, one and all, repudiate the charges
against them, and bear the strongest testimony to their
conduct and character. I have perused letters from
many of these gentlemen, but I will select only one to
read to the House, because the writer is well known
in, India, and because he was for a considerable time
in_constant intercourse with those princes—I mean
Captain Pé_st‘ans., ~That gentleman, who was six years
political, agent in Scinde, pronounced them to be
« merciful to a fault, and just, where they judged for
themselves. As men (he added) I consider them
eiémplﬁry characters; and the devotion and respect
evinced fownrds them by their children and all around
them, 'Kwas a conclusivé proof of the domestic lmrfnony
which reigned in this singulm'ly-const‘ituted family.”
Now, I would ask the Iouse to allow me to advert
to the condition in which the Ameers have been
ever since our occupation of their territox.'y. After
the battle of Hydrabad, some of these p'rmces were
despatched to British India, and others of them were

s Vide Appendix.
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ot 40 the tender mex:ci’eSof Ali Moorad. Ainong |

the princes sent to India was the aged Meer Roostum

[Khany who shortl_yj afterwnyds sunk under the weight

of years and qnxwty,'mld,' to use his own touching

Janguagé; descendefl into “the tomh “ with. his face

blackﬁﬂéd in the sight of his countrymen, and his
rey - hairs dishonoured.” He left behind him a

son and & nephew, who are still prisoners in India.

Besides these princes, there were the members of the

families of the Lower Seinde Ameers, against some

of whom, there was no charge save that of defending

their country, and against others mot ever that

charge. One, Meer Shadad, after four years close

confinément in the fort of Surat on:certain charges,

of which, I understand, he was acquitted after investi-

- pation; and veleased by order of the Goverror-General
5¢ India; still remains a prisoner in Hindostan. - '~
With reference to the other members of then

family, there were some eighteen"son‘shan’d"_-‘ne’phéws

of Roostum . K(han, who were-left to' the: tender mers
cies of--Ali Moorad, at whose hands they experienced
tredtent iwhich |i§1 1ot ol bel depéribed: Onythat
subject I will read to the House an: extract’ from

a very graphic ‘and %painfu_llylixi%el'esti'ng’"‘Wox‘k? ‘called

“DrydLeayes from!Young Egypt,” the author of

which -held tpolitical office in Scinde, and writes of

what he' hitngelf saw and knew. It is as follows:—

“The youngei' Ameers, the children of Meer Roostum

and Meer Mobarik, were handed over by Sir C.

Napier to Mee Ali Moorad, who has inflicted on

them every cruelty and insult that malice and hatred
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can suggest. DBorn princes, hunger, cold, and naked-
ness. have been their portion. In their memorial
to.Sir Ci Napier they stated that death would be
1efc1able to their condition, In 1848, the resident,
at, Khyrpore reported that not one of Ali Moorad’s
shikarees. was not. better off than they. They had
been: reduced by want to the sale of their wives’
ornaments and their own wearing apparel, and it
was a well-known fact, that the fourth son of the late
Meer Roostum appeared as a suppliant for assistance
before the door, and is now living on the bounty of
her, who was in his father’s lifetime a low courtezan
in the Khyrpore bazaar.” Such was the state of
some of the Ameers of Upper Scinde, whose fathers
had. earned the commendation of the Governor-
General, who had proved themselves our faithful
allies, and: stood :by us in the day of adversity an:l
trial, YOIeT
Althoug:h at the usk of wea1 ying' the House, there
is.one more fact to which I must allude, and it is a
painful.ope. - After the battle of Hydrabad, the ladies
of ithe (paptiye!;Ameers| remained in Scinde. - Those
who: knowi anythingrof the: Lastern ccharacter, know
that the.. religious . feelings (and  the ~habits: of the
people are such,: that( it is ‘almost impossible 'for
ladies of that high rank to take long:journeys, mera
especially across the seas, It will be recollected, on a
former discussion on this question, we weve horrified
with details of the brutal conduct on the part of the
Ameers towards their wives, which were then told
with every air of authenticity ; but the extract I am
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about to quote is the best reply to these monshous
assertions.

The extract I hold in my hand is from a letter written
by the wife of a' British officer in Scinde, in reference
to the c0nd1txon of those unhappy ladies, which I will
read’ 'to the House. " She said :—“ They looked and
acted 'like what they were, the ladies of the land,
and very different from the native women we were in
the habit of seeing ; not that they were particularly
 beautiful—on the contrary, there were few of them
who had any'claims to youth or good looks, but,
as I said before, theré was a bealing which' stamped
them at once of a superior class, ‘There -they
were—-whose bare feet had previously never plessed
the ground uncovered by the richest carpets, with
every luxury around them—living in a plqce without
even a mat to the floor ; common bazaar char-
poys to sleep upon, and the roof leaking every shower
of rain that fell. I thought at the" time that the
prize agents might have spared the carpets and other
little luxuries from the thousands we had taken
from them. They were too proud to ask.for them,
nor did I even hear thevi complain lof this, though
they did of having their clothes' sold."” They said,—
‘Our jewels and gold we consider as forfeited ; but
we did not expect to be stripped: it is our fate
It appeared a day of great rejoicing when a letter
arrived from the Meers (their absent lords). They
generally sent me a request that I would come and
see them, and hear alt about the Meers. It ‘appeared
ag if they thought I could enter into all their little
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joys, as well ag feel for then' misfortunes ; which in
truth I did, although I always avoided touchmg on a
suquct ,50.painful to them.”*

It appears to me that-this is one of the most
pamful stories connected with ‘the British rule in
India, and one of the darkest pages in its history.
A tale known not only in Scinde, but throughout
Central Asia. A tale which has often been cited
by . the, Mahomedans to the detriment of the
honour and character of Christian and British rulers.
Nor is. it alone‘ confined to Mahomedan Asia:
Central Africa re-echoes this story of violence and
wrong. I find the following passage in a work of
Dr. Richardson, a traveller in Central Africa:—
“The conversation was stopped by the entrance of a
remarkable personage—the quasi Sultan of Ben
Walid. Having heard that T was present, he said,—
¢ Christian, do you know Seinde ?” ¢ Yes,’ I said. He
then turned and said something to the people in the
Ghadamsi language. I afterwards learned it wag,—

‘ You see these Christians are eating up all the
M'ussulnian countries? |\ Ha then abruptly turned to
me,—f Why do the English go there and eat up all
the Mussulmen? afterwards you. will come here.
. . I replied,—‘ The Ameers were foolish, and
enﬂ'aged in conspiracy against the Luglish in India,
but the Mussulmen in Scinde enjoyed the same
privileges as the Engliski themselves.’ “ That is what

* The Times in its report erroneously mentions Lady Macnaghten’s
name as the writer of the letter. No name was mentioned in the
House, The Morning Chronicle states, « The reading of this
touching account pr oduced o deep impression on the whole Iqu.sc
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you say, he rejoined > and ], :
u go so far from. Il Continyeq A\
do you g rom- homg ¢, ¢ hy
countries from them 7’
the same ;. ’glley' comea ito ‘the"desevt-,-’ e
tO‘ub’G vBuohéfOppl'eSSOI‘s as the f.[‘vul"ks ), 2
me not-totalk any more, an 4 painfy
tinued for'some time,” e |
.k would, ask .the Houge if this 18 not g question
worthy. the consideration of Pal‘liament, one in which
British ;honou.r, British just%ce, and British humanity
arg 80 deeply involyeq, It s painful to think, whilst
We. express sympathy, for. the ‘oppressed people of
H;ungary,. whilst e ‘receive the.i,gPo‘les with open
aems, whilst ‘a right honourablef- friend of mine,
ouly a. few weeks’ since, made a powerful appeal on
behalf of the people of N aples, and whilst we blame
our-gallant neighbours for their want of faith towards
Abdool Kader, that the British Government should
‘sanction conduct equally unjust and oppressive. But
here partial redress is in our own hands, and, after the
facts that have been elicited , we shall be doubly culpable

'You wigh,
He thep told

L silence ¢,

b

- ifwe.do not make all the reparation in.our power to

those we hivie so griévously injureds | I have under-
taken o bring' the subject before the House from a
Senge , of duty and a sense of justice, and I ma_);
| . rarmer interes
Fr‘ﬂy 82y, I never recollect feeling a warmer truth
i any case, or a more solemn conviction of the tn
of the cause 1 advocate. B lequately—
I have endeavoured—I fear very 1mac equeé that
L] 'd
to Place before the House—first, the Ch{llze\;t the
Wera ans.: o rinces ; nexty
ere Origmally made against these | )
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bearing which t -

e 3 he late Commission of Inquip :
reference to those charges; then to no; quiry had i
. ) : .
trigues and machinations of AJ; Mofl-o;g t out the jy. :
to compare the condition of that fe] , m.ld’ lastly,
in. the enjoy . T eon prince, stil]

Joyment of his patrimony, with that of tl
unfortunate pri e 10s¢
I know w IllmllceS) 'the vicims of his treachery,
well there is oreat difficulty in retracine oup
steps, and .that there i ' N
’ at there 18 an idea that, where civiliz
tion'and barbari i ’ o
: | .ar arism come 1nto contact, it is a proof of
weakness in the former to recede. I am aware that
L ; )
In a country which'has been for some years under our
rule; mew ties are formed, and new interests are
created, which cannot be disturbed without the hazard
of . committing a second injustice on the people whom
we have: taken under our protection; but I do not
agsk ;on behalfiof the Ameers of Scinde that they |
should be! replaced as rulers of their country ; they ‘
do.not: ask it for themselves: in their own touching
language they make known the earnest desire of their
" (€A :tree in our own land is better than a

.

hearts—¢ ‘ : |
palace in a foreign'icountry”; they ask merely to be |
allowed to return to their native land. The Govern- 1
‘ i

|

ment has!it now in\ their/power to grant that 1.30011 H
possible  that it will be

and: Il cannot conceive 1t b :
o-it+ would ill| become a

refused. At the!same tim | ne.
privaté sndividual to point out’ the ' exact mOfle; 11; i“
“which reparation should be afforded ; I :gn-th:;z:lt .
prepared to leave it in the hands.of thed ?,:e;ts o ;
of India, confident 1n its integ‘l‘lty ﬂ(Iil tol L hat 3
manity. But this T may be permltt‘? nd c};:i',acter

little injury is to be feared when honour a

.
el
i ﬁ i
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aré 10 be maintained, in a Govern
ndia, firm and united,‘acknowle i :

Pl Mahomedan mtios s oo 2 Hindo
wittingly & grave ‘error thas béen committaq un&
showing their desire to remedy that error, gg ;'aran

ossible, in & magnanimous and generoys ;pirit. Oa:
behalfy therefore, of the Ameers of Seinde, once
honoured, powerful, and wealthy, now fallen, cxfushed
and  poverty-stricken, long our faithful ﬁieﬁds ami
allies, I.implore the sympathy of this Houéé, and
ask for the papers which bear out the statements T
have felt it my duty to make; satisfied that the facts
have only to be thoroughly understood, to obtain for
these unfortunate princes, not all that justice demands,

by o,

t all that it is now left in the power of fhe British

ment, like that of

bt
Government to bestow. ‘
[The noble lord then moved for Copies of the
Evidence and Report of a Commission appointed to
inquire into a charge preferred against his Highness
Meer Ali Moorad, Ameer of Upper Scinde, of
_having made fraudulent alterations in the treaty of
Nounghar, ¢dncluded, between his. Highness and the
late Meer Roostum K han, and of allMinutes a.nd
'Co'm:eépondence on the Indian records cox?'ne'cted th.h
the 'charge, and of the Report on Scinde obeu'
Georgie‘:CIé‘rk;" K.C.B., late Governor of Bombay,
dated 24th day of April, 1848.]

—

_ ion of
The documents moved for, with e e-xlfefl)?%lfBi
the report on Scinde, by Sir Ggorge Clerk, B
Vere ovanted.



www.drpathan.com Page # 26
i e APPENDIX.

. \

princes—were published some
been refuted. - ..

:\-,;‘.,.“‘s’“ oy

ahanois] aniisid b gy o WO
EW}*«Q"’: from, a Tetter from Cap R
Agent, Nimaur, late Assistant Politica
‘ dS_Acignde. : 0 ., | '
A 10 sareaY

At 18 very ‘dppl,_q;qab}\e: that GeneralWﬂha,m Napier should
have published to the world such charges against the ex-
-Ameei;s of _Sci‘nde. As far as my observations will enable
{Iie W:‘Sﬁéak, they are totally unfounded. I was in Scinde
“"{‘Ii?ﬂﬁtéhéefffrom “the '6th September 1840 to the 7th
Decembey 1842, when 1 loft for Ferozepoor, and during that
p‘e tiod, or in faot until the appearance of the “ Conquest of
bcinde,” Ol my! word | I ngver, as far ‘as my imanory will
®hable 1 to speak, heard of such doings by the Meers.
Hag Such horrible atrocitios ever been perpetrated, I think
You wig) allow T muyst have heard of them; first, because, as
)é(:‘ lillow, I amused myself by gathering some nf)tcs, Oln
Wa:ie 5‘ fmd, secondly, beeause the Ameers and t:]l:rof]‘\:.hz
by, ‘fll.y subject of conversqtiou for. nw"f ‘f";’_’u;e here.
Mapy, P(n("d: while I was at Sukkur, in e Cl',“ ‘: ) 1 some
-7 Officerg had Scinde Moonshees; I had one, an

.
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of..t h-e others, like myself, employeq them
-  view of acquiring local knowledye than

bilieved 4t home,

) |

ol e 1 ' ; ‘ :
nations’s T don’t bchcyc a word of 't

|“'J
OO

‘.:,if’

;oo
e

L
VIR |
[OTRE :

Emm, MAJ,OR.WOODHOUSE, Cpmmanding the fth Regt. N. I.
e Byl o — .1‘.“‘{:‘};.’,:‘,.!: . ff‘»‘f’ .
ot e B o ‘ Saltarah, 16th Sept, 1845,
U Tn the Taps ot o LI we o NS oP
sp the Iatter end of 1820, Captain Sadlier, of 1f M.’s Ser-
EUETTE T TR e i 2,08 e DL 8 Ser.

R ; 4 S ol gUF o (AIEIE T ‘ Ve
Yice, was sent by the Bombay Government_as,a.n Envoy to the
Y GiRoy i ‘ X VULl P R PR ¢

JL

PR ¢ A 25 ) -t Tx o LN J - { . tF . )Y U !-"‘,"{A“:w' e ("\““i,")l
hg}lft;;()f the Ameers of Hydrabad. The .Ot-hﬁr;?,n??}bfg‘}"i‘,?f‘th . .
BRSO o Tirateeoreoriadyl LR TN IR
fussion were W. Simson, Esq., and Dr. I-faﬁ, ap'c‘li had the

GG g

- %mmand of the escort. The ‘mission disembarked at Kur-
rachee; fand, froni thence went ' to Hydrabad, where it re-
mained about two months, and then returned to Bombay by
the way of Luckput Bunder. During that time .I did not
'h?:,my thing which indicated any want of h?mamty on the

“% of the Ameers, or called in-question their chara?ters a8
rulers foy justness and moderation. Had any t.hing eX’Sted. .to
ot againgt g favourableimpression of theix phargciery in

o h known
o Teapeets, it would ju, all proability have bécome k

‘n sy ver
ot Mission ; and I think I do not crr in saying that every

Mem s gy 2, L 3 BhIniE L d inion of the Ameers
ber'of 1t left ‘Scinde with a good opin old service in

a A ',l N TR ) ‘e l

} Men'fiiq rilers; and during the Inte ﬁ] e to assign
temde’ 10 facts came to my knowledge to leac 1’; g formerly
rz glem a lower standard of character than Iw
~Rdy PO accede to them. |

 (Signed) T R. W0ODHOUSE:
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o + HAWTHORN, Surge, 3y .

NSELIL U |
.HH')I“; : I|111ave' muCh satiéfaction
, ;10 gentlemanly demeanour,
imeers of Hydrabad whep
1836.

I resided at Hydrabag for 4. period
during which I was in professiong]
ness the late Meer Noop Mahom,
daily an o»pportunity of seeing
durbar’ or in their private q
panied them on their huntin
reasbn_ to suppose they ‘were
to’i'ntempemnce: on the contrary, they had the greatest
};orror of any intoxicating liquor or drug, and would never
take medicine without an ass
\_—;7' vined ; s

urance from me that it did_noﬁ
contain opium, -
A d T

17th August, 1845,

ng testimony to
ber habity of the
Power ip 1833-

R In bear;
and Strictly g
they wepg in

of sevep
attendance o §

ned Khap,
the othep Ame

wellings, ang freq
g ¢Xcursiong,

monthsg,
Iis High-
I hag almost
ers, cither jp

n the slightest degree addicteq

=~ ‘iv ST IRRL o A REO T

4 ¥ ¥ ¥ .
i ‘(.4!:!!&?")5‘_ Oy o 36 B

i(Signed) H, P. HawrroRN,
N g8 " | 5 b . } " S
dorn Beh 1 o1 SUERIIL ' ~

[ !
adi o vdinersid )
N \.

( R ;»"\ "'i;% g
0 Jirsa (- . : . |

- ! ’ A Ty \l 1.:;45 3, *y
‘ 3 H n-.- F: et *.;,L; iV 8] LYt L ¢ d 1i'. i
whrmlondn POAF rore M o SVl !

' T AT :f_.ntrf‘” i "y
1 TR SN B A LR TS0 EOER RN Y R ’

ot f):}?a:;{a WNOR il | N ALt

" A - AL O g Y AP EE I :"lt;‘i!n
! .. g 3‘:\ -“." é ¥ o~ 2w I 1 f. hEHCTA ant Pohtlcal Agen
‘FromﬁOAPTAIN. LE CK’I'E, ‘Iva'te ASSl'St 'i,“ )‘H -Ti - _;’n l:‘“:f.l-;'f Lt
S end el hitlger Shindel ‘

. . '
. Yo . C e

" o .01 »l”g;!! ? T i
Lty l”,f\ 1, b b

Sl o Gt 1.
; C o = ow
My first introduction to the durbars of UPP:;:izgdthe late
cinde waq in the year 1830, when I accomp Subsequently
it Alexander Burnes on a mission to Lahors. remained there
et to Hydrabad in October 1838, o Henr)’i Pottinger
"l September 1842, as assistant to S;r wently with the
ang yourself, During this time, I was freq
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Ameers, both in open durhay and g4 'vz;te inters:
1

A pr1
. din a frxendly way. Wi i eWs, op
ysiness an vay 1th one g :
i) never knew them deviate from the;, 8;}:?"5’ Exception,

which was always frank and gent)e
~ In their habits they were te
them in, any way excited. Ag
took .3 pride in the education
- Deloved by their chiefs and depe
" pad, and in constant attend

and hear:
man]y. o . ( §ar1ng,

Wperate, and I e

of thejr
ndents v
a4nce on them,

80ns.  They, Were
ho were g Hydra-

(Signed) g D. Leckig,

, o From CAPTAIN Hagr, 2n51\Grcnadief Regim

L

ent, .
CAPTAIN HART'S® OPINION OF | HE AMEERS AND THEIR
SR GOVERNMENT, Vi

- A'residence of three years in Scinde

(1839-40-41) leg
me to the conclusion that the government o

f its Ameers had
been ' judged by too high a standard. Compared with the
rule of despotic states in Lurope during the past century,
their Svay was mild ; and although unrestrained in the
exercise of absolute power, their people were not subjected
to hargher measures. than are common to native governments
in Indiq, Thé aversion of/'the Amecers to 'shed blood was
otorigusg, Property was genecrally secure, uotwith_s.tandmg
the absence of any regular police. Even the Jeul"‘_'sz'l
eVingeq for the preservation of their shikargahs ngver car,l‘led
“D the length of the extreme punishments once authorize
Y e forest laws of Britain, | . de
e aCknowledged fact, that crimes of any magm

o, of
were farely Committed, spoke of itself for the condition

. o ice Magazine
fo Author of the Article on Slaveryin Scinde in the United Serv
oaary 1944,
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he lower classes ; of ff)od they had sufficient i quantity,
* gndvof 'clothixfg in quality, to satisfy their wants. Limiteq
- iSeinde, as in othe.r eastern countries, to securing a, bare
gubsistence, the cultivators endured no hardships to which
their Indian brethren are not liable; while the simplicity of
the form of assessment freed them from numerous petty
extortions of subordinates to which the latter are often ex-
posed. The almost exclusive monopoly by the Hindoo popu-
Jation of the management of the revenue, proved that they
did not consider the bigotry of their rulers as an intolerable
pburdetr That trade was not, in all instances, depressed or
obstructed, was shown by the transit of opium through
Scinde to the coast in preference to the route of the British
provinces, as well as by the ¢ncouragement afforded to mer-
chants by the remission of customs “yties in proportion to the
extent of their traffic. g . ... .
- Of the private characters of their rulers, the Scindians
ispoke  fayourably. . They were said neither to indulge in
‘spirituous, liquors or to smoke; and violating the sanctity of
a subject’s dwelling in search of wealth, or tenants for their
harems, were acts unheard of, &e. &c.

(Signed) S, Harr.

From Caprarn Gorpon, in charge of the Ex-Ameers of
| ITydrabad.
R Dym-Dum, 27th July, 1845,
- My Dgax Sir,—I have to acknowlédge your letter of the
14th instant, requesting my sentiments on certain charges
Preferred against the Ameers of Scinde, in the second volume
of & work recently published, entitled the © Conquest of_
Seinde” shall reply to your queries in the order in which
they occur in your letter to my address, premising, that from
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almost constant daily intep
)

; . course witl, 4
:lhey arrived 1n -Indxa, in Apri] 1843, 1 haVc}llm Meers ginee
punities of judging of their chayy, d th

jve beﬁt op-

. ter and pok
I observes therefore, 1 reply to your ﬁ:zblts
o URkqu

s ,
Ameers aye the most ﬁemperate of men, rinig s t}?“f-.t.he
from Wine: and every kind of liquor, Wl:ﬂ o . Abstaining
they have a strong aversion, * 7770 %0 smoking a4,
] " . g . . endur
gmell of tO]:)‘ICCO, and it will M0t be suppoged r e th.e
Pr'esent habits of ¢ total abstinence” D the 12t their
.| s aome— es
newly. acqu_lmd’ or different frop those théyeh;\e;zp;?:; e
heen accustomed to. In regard, therefore " B .n ! grto
1ima” the A w 3 > 10 " smoking
« drinking”. the Ameers are exam les t
ey e f ' AP . N Y ™ PeS '0 most of us who
boast & higher civilization, and o more self- denyinc‘r” Ny
With, regard to your second quepy Tl o ority.
P o —_— query, i am:unable,to con- .
jeeture on :What grounds it has heen asserted that the
~ Ameers’ memorials were written for . them fhy e
Sgioai | . WO, [by: fpersons at
Bombay and not by the Ameers themselyeg, Ty opinion
the memorials referred to are in ng respect Silpérior:fo th;
usual correspondence of the Ameers, who e quite s
capaple of representing their own case, . and, PEOPOSing and
ansyering objections, as are educated ;mell,l,?qn,lgngmoyuxselves;
and this fact will not be disputed by any person who has had
" opportunities of observing their good sense and shrewd and
_pertinent remarks on men and things, I-am aware that an
opinion is abroad Jthat the Amedrs are a set of ““illiterate
vlbarbarians " but this-is not the case, for with one or two ex-
Ceptions they are well acquainted with, and appreciate, the
. . ‘ l
best Persian authors (in prose and verse), and the knowledge
thug acquired from books, improved by their own sagacity
anq €Xperience, has made them no mean judges of the motives
which ordinarily govern men in their actions. After these
observatiOns, I need not obtrude my opinion that the Ameers
:l"m fully equal to write the petitions alluded to,—that th.e)"
d write them, is my most firm conviction, and on this point
tan Scarcely be mistaken.
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po Amecrs solemnly deny the o
. 1 ) . Nl e atio
(Ihird query, regarding ¢, qC%tg NS Yofopy

ol as; and in justi Suction op +
ir zenanas, J ce to tl]ern 1 “lfunts i

L) - whi ca ‘ mn
tcntilﬂ"ﬁy’ that while was I anployeq inn(.)t.\vnhholdm

. i o nNe

W7 ¢ existed among the Ameep, Py

brﬁc“ . e % and haq j Prevailed i -

searcely possible tl‘mt it (_?Ol,lld have been Concealeq o

¥ d,xdthelxs“whdréslded‘¢0n8tixnt1y for sévers] ee- from yoy

‘a rthé‘doors"of the ‘Ameers!'' ' DAY y s at, 1 may
) , " T L0 Py . ‘ R
‘(>,' “7,.. ! th | T L i Y "

Tt YV&S"I believe, o e w;sb of the ex-Ameers that their-

adies ghould not accompany them from Scinde; anq sinee”

heire arzival in Indlf‘, they have ﬂlwa}fs_ expressed the utmogt

repﬁéﬁance’t‘d‘thelr removal, in the hope, no doy

46 1 emagg 1bt, that they
ihé mseli’es"'“"’b“ldf eventua}ly be restored to their own coﬁnt{r{y.
This Hope they still cherish, and while it lasts (although far

Joss Antensely than™ before) they will never sanction o pro-
ceeding which, as we are well aware, is so offensive to their
:deas of female honour and decorum.

ed tq in

the

d the
at suel, a

The Ameers have
alxﬁ'rayéi’époliéﬁ to'me of the removal of their ladies as a step
t'be résorted to ‘only in'the event of their ¢ vakeels” return-
ing unsuccessful from' Iingland, and they now perceive that
their worst féars in this regard arc likely to be realised.

; . Al Ay / : N.
e (Signed) TForsrs M. Gokpo

i litical
§ ol
Agent, Lower Seinde.
n
eroor, 10th Sept. 1849

omparison
tened and
f Lourope.
C

ine of ¢
It would e absurd to dmw./any l;nccnliﬁh
Chveen any of the princes of ASla: a.n.d tllc mrt:o
oo lishod rulers of the more civilized [
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X Eastern ones, howe

s Among e 5 A0wever, the Ameerg

b rgnked high in the estimation of all the Eumpemd?seivedly
peen on terms of Intimacy with, them, . T} B8 “Who had

common with all mankind"ha d faults ancllj l;'g::n ;xssgegs, in
sany" Yespeots'' thefr condut was most exémplary, o 'III‘; .
religlotisly abstained from drinking ' wine, or intoxicaing
fgaors of vy deciption; noe did hey e tbacs, it
the olitary ez.cceptlon (.)f taking' snuff; and, moreover, they
were not addicted to that almost universal practice among
! Mahommedans, of smoking tobacco. Their manners were
mild and gentlemanly, their dispositions humane; and, as
far as I could judge, their deportment towards their chil-
drén, relations, and dependents, was invariably kind and
affectionate. /A
‘T have felt great surprise at the reports that have been
; circulated of the Ameecrs’ ill-treatment of their wives and
famales, and T can conscientiously aver, that, during my
residence in Scinde, I never heard such a thing hinte(.l at,
although it is well known that there was an influential ?hq.ue
ambng the Hindoos, who were ever too rea-dy. "co pregudxcle
the European officers against the rulers of Scirde. I fe.e ,
however, thoroughly convinced that the. Ameers were qu;
capable of acting in so cowardly and despicable a manner.
amonest them

it true-that, with regard/to women, thexe \Vt}rff A ;ere -
one or two sensualists, and they Of alllj P‘iiiés' e one
likely to. have acted towards them Wlt}.‘“.h‘;? beeh"more pare
of these, the late Meer Nusseer Kl.xa:n, el
ticularly accused of treating them with gre&

|
A f

(Signed)

~

C. R. WHITELOCK:

% iti Lower Scinde.
Csptuih late Assistent l_’olmca.l Agenty
dy 4 _

1

[
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me( CAPTAIN POSTANS, 15th Regt. N. I, late Assxstan
Pohtlcnl Agent, Upper Scinde.

AR 13 !
§ [Nt R
' <

| II }md thc stmngest personal regmd for all the late
' Ameers, of Scinde. In my personal intercourse with them,
they always left the most favourable impressions from thejr
urbanjty, ammblhty, and desire to please, As rulers, though
I could point out many faults in their mode of government,
these were the consequences of their confined views as to
civil polity, but, on the whole, the bulk of their subjects were
probably as happy and contented under their rule as could be
desired. - Their great failing was profusion, on the one hand,
~ and avarice on the other, but they were merciful to a fault,
and just, where they judged for themselves. As men, I con-
sider them exemplary characters (taking into the case their
education, and prejudices of birth and religion), and the de-
- votion and respect evinced towards them, by their children
and all about them, was a conclusive proof of the domestic
harmony which reigned in their singularly-constituted fami-
lies. I really doubt if it were possible to find in our own
country so many families, each and every member of which
+had his own interests to suppmt living together so peaceably
| and affectipnately,., - ,
-+ They.have, I. hear, boxne theu reverses hke men, patient
under many misfortunes;; and this is an additional proof that

their minds were wcll xegulated in prosperity.
(0 gyt Cod T

( Slgned) T. POSTANS,
Tato Assistant Political Agent, Upper Scindo.
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From Dz. WINCHESTER, Civil Surgeon, Ruf

R ency Surgeon &tHydl‘&bﬂd. vy ,'
PR SEYVE ARy .‘."] | _{' l’.i'-"' H((‘ i | S

| / | | 3 ] [N T '("\“‘:‘:l,' 'r'v'
,((l ijlli)f'\()"l‘] C%id.t‘“}l?‘f ‘(.'.! i “‘”v"”‘ AV ;? 7 ! elt 1[ 5
~ .o Lo, o y ! '

%Qpr_inga:.t;hﬁr twoiiyears, I, passed . at the, Regidency in
Low 651':,S9?*!;1d9’ Ih -?‘q’f (98 :JO,U,; are aware, daily intercourge
W;}?h"f the Qlﬁ‘ﬁr(’fﬂtiﬁlncﬁl‘_ﬁ,-@f Hydrabad, Previous to my
ﬁqmipatngé to, Seinde, I+ had  been much associated with
offigers .who had 2 personal Inowledge of their Highnesses,
f'rom their official situation, and I was never prepared, from
thell‘ conversation, to expect any thing unfavourable to the
Ameers. Nor.do I think from the latter end of 1831, when
I first went to the province of Cutch, that I ever heard attri-
buted to them, with one rumoured exeeption, and that
regarding only one prince, any of those vices which have
since been made 80 motorious. T most assuredly never heard
any act of cruelty mentioned ; on the contrary‘, I always
thought the Ameers were lenient as l‘ule}‘S: and .dISPCﬂSGI’S of
eriminal justice ; and however oppressive their system of
it never was enforced by cruelty.
The condition of the yillages and inhabitants did not ma]rk
that the population of Scin(%e was Worse. triaa(tletl‘et)t::?e(ltl;i
generplity of Jlastern countries. - I‘ lfzwefpillf’zfve: Slcinde' D
lone tinatimed, through great PR ST but. oo the(con-
1839-40 and 41, and never met W s *
 trary, with civility and kindness.

Th ‘their habits; the' Ameers WE ag plain; their drink
in mafinérs’ unaffected.” Thetr foo? Wuﬁ 1I over heards OF
was water; 4nd except in the use‘O rdB;lI’t ;pirits.  They were
saw, any of them using tobacco oF * cncrally have towards
free from the prejudices Mussulmans &

Christians, and I never hes
rcligion than the Hindoo, of W
on account of its idolatry

taxation might have been,

ith insult

ere excéedingly simple, and

hich théy had every
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No one ever hinted 10 me that the

eers 1.
gheit: W omen. -1 repeatedly agkeq nativey ¢ ° treateq

he
hich women are obtained for their Zenangs, 1. :«:nﬁr in
T heard

of force being used; but that tp, women weye Very re
ald 0. thelr lot, belng euriched by yalygh, Present: on;‘

sivels, and msured &' competence: forlifes " Wheg:
bed within the’ precingts of the harem;

hmg that'could lead to the suppomtxon
Méer Nusseer “Khan often: sohclted medi
a5 did” ‘the ' other Ameers, evincing g"inithe’ detall of tbeu'
complamts: a,n;uety for' their w’elf'arc “and’ I 'on one occasion

. was much’ struck with the! conduct of Nusseer Kha.n towards
4! lady oY hlS harem Who was danvrerously L,

. havg
T neve‘r”beh‘el_d‘»'aﬁyi

ieire for hig females

e oy
Lt bk i3 (Signed). ~ JaMEs W, WINCHESTER." ‘
ikl doite s e M Civil Surgeon, Riltnaghefry‘.

Vi dicnrd o B ! e < {0
FIEDO RTIT  E

r , (F H:iJ.E_ L ""H T,

um:wu H baf i T ;

RORRIIE Th ze \

d)w 74 Dot ros BB . : _
From Dr. LerirH, Assxstant Presidency le Surgeon, late
L. L Surgeon ito the Pohtlcal Agency in Lower Scmde. ‘

lh 8507 bo-epog gy nil

F)mmbec}ember 1841 o, November of the followmg
yeary 1 esided], at. H} dmb@d in medical charge of the, L:wer
Scinde Political Agency ;” and. it being, the.chief, pert tp :y
duty to give medical aftendance to,the: Amcers, 05 d?mng
oember of their families that might require ity 111 h? e
that time, almost daily opportunities of secmgt cind il
' Durhay op 1, private. And being again appoin ihe were
Wendant ¢4 4he Ameers, in April 1843, w}tll(::nce Zent to
1ought i captivity to Bombay, ond from ths under very
%5001, T savy them during nearly two months |

" 8 eat]y altereq circumstances.




e r———

ftemtor
¢ 1010n that any of the Ameers used any mtexwatmrr thmg,

e

,,i&dso
use of 1ntommt1ng subst
0 enly condemn most 0
"ever ‘smoked ‘tobacco or anyt

| but one severe pumshment
3 murderer, and the usual pe

hfe after the a.mputa.tlon- e Ay

i 83

D dung my acquaintance with the Am
e grect freedom from the vices usually ;:rs i
[ndiaD Mussulmans, and I was pleased wl:}in
snd gentle manners and domestic habits, ang

I Iemarke(]
nent alnong
their affable
also with the

. ld exerClSe of their power asrulers, The people generall
enera y

ed to love them ; . and from what I gaw during' my st
y stay

tH ydmbad T could have expected the devotlon they dis
1a ed o few months after wards, in supportmo' their chiefs
‘ when ﬁwhtmo* for thelr honour, their mdependenee, and their

y. I never saw anything to gwe me' the least sus-

dld I ever, while in Scmde, hear ‘even'a rumour that they
and I think T must have known it if they ‘hdd. ' The
ances I have héard several of them
= them ased snuff, but none of them
sthing else. During’ the many’
of obser vatlon that - my ‘yisits' 10" 'the " sick
afforded me, I never saw of heard of any conduct towards
the members of their households but what was marked gxtl;
kmdnees During 'myc re&dence .at Hydmbad 1 hemr 0

nor

opportun1t1es

off by th ner WﬂS mﬂlcte e
y the executxo . th ellsa‘fequ,f

Ameers showed great anXI

(Signed)

Bqmbay, 20th Sept. 1840-

www.drpathan.com Page # 37
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LapdE R e _ | .
prows DE/PEART, Civil Surgeon, Poonah, ang in charge of
(il st ol the ex<Ameers of Khyrpoor,

A

Y Y
Coeter vatn TRRAR

TR ‘ CL f Poonnh, 1"‘7th'Jvu:ly, 1845,
Ex-Ameer. Roostum Khan of Khyrpoor, with his
youngest.son, Ali Buksh, and his neph '

ew, ex-Ameer N usseer
Khan, have been under my care since March 1844, and I

them, I have never observed anythin
slighted shadow of a, suspicion of intemp
could be attributed to thfem; and I have had

nl ‘ ve had ample oppor-
tunities of judging, visiting them at all times. T
Mg’gr Roostum Kha

D, now upwards of eighty years of age,
s in full possession of his faculties—his memory is good,
and he s most strict in his religious observances ; his mode
of living i abstemious, eating meat only once a day,
his gole beverage watef gr milk. |
RESPGCting the"memorials which have been forwarded to
"gland gince ¢l ex-Ameers have been under my care, I
c”f“..-.a%.surp you most positiVer that they have never had the
most, trifling assistance in framing them, neither were they
*en by, op their contents known to, any uropean, until

ez they haq been placed in my hands for transmission to

g whereby even tlie

and

¥

(Signed) - 'J.H.PEART.
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of eommrr to my ¢

- beulf’ a

familieés, - But ‘the manner, in’ wh1c
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YLNE, 6th Regunent NI. lat
Agent Hydrabud i R ‘1?011t1ml

PN [T EBTRIER e s aendy L

Bombuy, 18th Junumy, 1ew

Front carrary M
)

LS J A
sy 1', e

"':5“ adien, ‘O xeply as bricfy as possible to yoir questions
i!‘g ¢ g the private 1Cham0t;l of the ex-Ameers of Lower
5‘0}11’1 6{@ i most truly can I say that, as far as my own
1,; hrl ; ion wcnt, and as f'fu as I could learn from others,
3;1‘), feW mdeed of the na.tlve Punces of India conld so well
t nd the test of inquiry mto then domestic life.
“'1 had, 4 you kmow, many opportunitjcs of' seemg them ;
they had, in rrencral very short notice: of my. inteytion of
iting upon them, and my visits not beim(r conﬁned 0
W;@J‘”“’al interviews at the Durbar, I l)md the better
means, . ¢ of remarkmg the total absence of ‘all marks of
; d symptoms of excess I cannot)wcau to,my
recollectlon havmg ever hezud during the seven months of
my Pemg in charge of the agency,any aceusathp against them
ddlcted to the common Mussulman vice of in-

informed as I was, through several

temperance, and, kept
sources, Of their every day life, it could hfudly have failed

arshad] there been anythmcr a.ppx:oachmg
played hy sthem " totheir

h they mvmably alluded

to e,&x’ households, “and the grlef expliﬁ’ssﬁd whe,n. any
member of their families wus 1n distress, convmced mo that
much) gt‘c‘achment; ex1sted betwcen them. i :

Neeg If say; ihet if, thcre areI any “other poin
Opinion of ‘thg tnhappy Ameers can be of any SEervice,

lord e much pleasure to give it?
| | . Cmas D My

want of kmdness or affectxon dis

ts on which my
it will

Page # 39.
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. « The Conquest f Sci
om . q of Scinde, a C
’ ommentary ”
! y, %

Ex‘tl,‘%“?-t: ﬁ-‘, Cor. OUTRAM C.B i
o [ mur-Corr OUT: , C.B., Resident at Sattaral,

, these convincing testimonies, T would add that of
v nal 1 LI .. of an
.y long cesident in Scinde, and intimately acquainted
oh ot eople. « My own knowledge,” e )
wlth 118 | int . cage, he writes, that
- al intercours i
frol'n pOrSOlld intercourse, 18 noth]ng’ but t}l(} unanimOUS

% v ;

stimonY of all the natives who were in a position to know

that, with the sole exeeption, 1 believe, of Ali Moorad’
j J

Bllows A oy . . '
of Scinde were gober and temperate to an extra-

he Meers NG SR
ordinaty degre‘e,——‘n"ot 01}1}’ not drinking or using intoxicating
g or drugs, but not eveﬁ'sni‘oking' 2 hookah.”

-~ On Wit ‘Henry P:ottingef T call to confirm the testimony
; ""f“réﬁfié:eld'ir’,i’ their favour by every British officer who
123 had an :015p0rtun‘ity'of intimately knowing the Ameers.
He can inform bis countrymen that the documents now sub-
Citted t0 the reader are sober and literal statements of
undeniable facts- « + % % % Sir Alexander Burnes’s
éulBgies"‘bf Meer Roostum, the good.bld man,” 1 have
| :already Plétced before the reagler.Jr And if, as I confidently
mmentary,” by LIEUT;COL. Ourray, C.B.y

h and London, 1846.

. B The.Conquest of Scinde, a Co
& Sons, Edinburg
o refer to Captain

Resident at Sattarah, Wn. Blackwood
. 4T deeply regret that I have it not in my power b
‘Del'Hoste's Journal, written in 1832, which, though puried in the records
of Qovernrﬁcnt, 1 hlieve containg sketehcs of the characters of the Amecers.
The following passages oktracteddrom Dy, James Buines's ook will show
how innocent were the preceding 8

brought against their sons = j

“The Ameers of Scinde are Jesg sunk in gensuality and indulgence than

Mahommedan princes in general. Meer Moorad Ali Khan asked me on one

oceasion whether 1 had any objection t0 his taking daroo, & word wh.xch

( ardent spirits 3 and I was prucee(hng to
and pm‘ticnlnrly wine,

wderstoad in :
nderstood in its usuul acceptation 0

id oll gltimulants,

that I woul

;:flﬁm that it would be better to avO! beggin

" 1 present, when he abruptly internt 9 tlb:g)re&; -
b  Use the name of the forbidden juice of the grape in the Pr¢ meg"‘maw;
eliever, T found afterwards that his e 8

a . .1

&:(ll although this anecdoto M&Yy givo an impressior

Bssembly, still I believe it is well ascertained that
peen know

In j co
intoxicating drugs or liquors: They have P€¢

rupt(-.d me,
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¢, 1 have satisfied my readey of
oxp:;iﬂ’ charge of debaulc%lery and ;ien;:zter groundle%nm
cers generally; and against the Venerable g, -4 the
rtionla®s 1 287 eutely Leave it to s J'udgmexei:rtg -
whﬂtwdégféei Bt c_r.e dl; 1?. '.que'to the monstrousnnd - Cterming
s%heﬁﬁéff%ted on the 8ame authoyity 4, tha whimcwlible |
ut;t prQYQd to “l.)e. 80 worthless, Ty, meo o 1 have
- od of committing deeds exceeding in ingo. ™ have begy

~ vented in the most fabulous romancq of

o

daj’SS ‘guch as, c{wppin:q their own « QﬁSpring o mode.m
(heir 00T hands, immediately after birth ; but mOre]i'f eces with,
lacing  them under cushiqns, Smoking, drinking ,an;c’q?len'tly
) w,'th‘éach other about their hellish 1yop}, while the ’childtéjemng
being suﬁocated beneath them ;” n were

chastising their o '
7 | \ : ves with
| Guhips of twisted brass wires,” Sfor “what they deemed the

ith disgrace from their presence, who have appeared bef

:;wine; and Bahadoor Khan Cokur, a Beloocfllze chief (?tfo;.?gltlhginrlﬂ: 6;1: 1:11::
service of Meer Moorad Ali Khan, was suspended from his employmen’ts for a
considerable time, from having been once seen in a state of intoxication,
The Ameers universally objected to take medicine in the shape of tinctures,
from the spirits they contained. There is not a hookah to be seen. at their
court, nor do any of the family ever eat opium. It were to be hoped that this
temperance on the part of the rulers had had a proportionate effect on their
subjects ; but experience obligos me to declare that most of the soldiery, and
many of the courtiers, are addicted to every species of indulgence that can
dither énervate the mind, or dgbilitate the body. The eating of opium is as
commondn Scinide aginCutch ; and I foundmo present more acceptable than
afow boftles of brandy, and no/annoyance more intolerable than incgssant
. indireot applications to repair the ravages of unlawful disease, or to renew the
powers wasted in luxury and debauch. The Ameerg QU b-mess
{ sbout two hours before daybreak, when each holds a p.nvate le.vee to hsu_an to
¢ Smplaintg, ang: adjust tho affairs|relative to his poculiaz provmce-i Itiltsh:i‘;
this oooagion only that they wear turbans. About s}mrlse, they rope. t;; e
apu.tments to dress, and appoear shortly afterwards in durbar, wheretr "y
X le}I:my Yegularly asgemble, nnd‘Whe‘re all St‘fte P rooeedingis ugay are then
® lettorg which have arrived during the night or prec® ngdin '01- giving
orown before them in 8 heap, .‘md the time is passed m;ec;ookgwhen they
T Yegarding them, and in conversation till ten o °l°v°n. ’them“lves
Vithdrgy to their m on’lin t. At two o'clock they again shaw 1% ht to-

Bbrogg . g repatk, o they separate for the 26

e . tnd Temain together till dark, when théy U
eSpective places of abode.”. = '

s T

gEL e

ey ST
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~

pomen’s offences, such, Perhaps

o Weeping Ver thes
' . : ) th
o o children ;" < heltich deeds, which Tendereq th:z r
‘ m
g : or rather than mpathy » %
52" s f07' horr . | Sy P Y Sllch are the
0
’ est of Scinde,” page 848. Nusseer Khan of g, .
b con;]::ost noble a,nd‘ generous of thq Ameem, the gy )d:‘;l;a:;. 3}?"
picwd'the brood, had in his ‘Zenang g whip expressly 1, ¢o
ernim:‘;z composed of two lengthg of
the 1as

] Trect the ;
twisteq brass Wires ! 13 ng fablg
Omancist, y),, Palmeg o '

hangd,” ¢},

ussge iS certain, &c.”  Thag 4 r
. the us countrymen the arrant p,
“eduk;) of Fitzgerald of the
o?ﬁfizz but little wonder.
ieXcl the respe°t' due to the :
from hould have been listened tq in
m’l‘f;v%f' have astonished gl]
h:" niﬂ.‘éf ways of Mahommeg
;wms__(gubjected to no o.t.he
‘Which they themselves consxd.er &S disgracefy) to
lish female regard o reflection Cast on he
libellous and utterly albsurq

Sendtor in the presence of the Parliamen )

débate given by Hansard States, that sens by thig climax
4681l the misrepresentation and mystification Palmed on the

dcetision, but the natupe of that sensation
of 1y comtrymen T trust that it was th
‘uiblushing assurance of Mr. Roebuek in
‘such trash on {he representatives of oy n

that of voluntary Seclusion,
infringe o would ap Eng.
I chastity)—¢, see gg Wantonly

1S not ‘deseribed . for the honour
@ Sensation of indignation.at the
Prosuming tq attempt to impose
ation., Qf all the eers, Nusseer
efined, anq éven chivalroyg Nusseer-was the last on
st should haye attempted to eqgt this stigmg, Nusseer!

im ; but it is not our
names, agreeably to the say-
a respectable man who uses the names
(Persian proverh.) Sir Charles Na{;:
by the Ameers ; but in reply we say, t"m

a thing, for we are neither guilty o_ff au; ’
+ This is only an unfounded charge and a

Ut any ome, or ¢all him bad

M will not ¢qy him

ticripgy " With disdain,
the klllmg of children
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pments put forth as Histoyy,

gt tvilized pore! and gq Wort
most civilized portioy hy o
of the of the globe | Y of the belieg
14 Let it be asked, how can, ¢ gy, be s - Y Can only

Y
alumny: - 20 inp
¢ nild, and in consequence expoq, himge] " "Man, g

9 ¢ 1 . ; outy, .
ym"oqd 1 - Regarding the brass whiy which ¢ g i fire hell g  pieces
eneral Jyq wriy he cuyy,

. Jike the rest of his accusationg . i
16 ’ becausc @ Whiy 5 (4/97) out, 4, s

)
;:,l foome-n.: There 13N no 71&(‘Ltter, if' t'hc‘Gcncral has go; e 18 for W0rses ang
it ab olloged Meoor Nusscer chnstigaq hiig Women) 4, (Fh ip wig, whi '?
:o tho peaple, Jor e “lsf" can produce pyy only g br“:s "‘8. ) ch
iron whips” And thtls'tho young Ameey coneludpg }.wth ’
Jefend the moDIOTY of his father, f‘“d to upholg ﬂlc“c], [:l.s h
gl thet remained 0 them:— Sir gpgyo Napier cq eter of p
pecause 1o knows that he hag injureq o vyt ”UT}‘lllmteg
" jmeers monsters, he hopes to draw of the Symp;n;,y ,faml v ‘
o gorrowful misfortunes; but he will fai] in hi J of people frop, their

: 5 design evep i
N
ad on the day of judginent, when the Beloochee: who
) w

purdered by the General in the battles of Mecanee and Doy, _
against- him,—on such a day, where will ho {ind refuge from (;‘;lea, shofll Tise
and complaints of those whose characters 11 hgg blackened 1y hig &fcnsu.tmni

A brass ‘whip—Dy no means a great rarity in. the Epgt—ig 'f::nl:lmirx“egl?

~ women's apart.ments, ufld the logicfl.l inference is, that 4 was dcsigne:l tf:;

their-backs! DBy a pm.'lt,y of reasoning, the valualle firearms, swords, Jjewels,

i and treasures, fo}xlld i the m'mmms,' may 1.,0 concluded to huye been oo,

X lected by the ladies, who, addicted like their lords to intrigue, were medi-

lating :a “ revolt of the Harem!” Alas, poor England! If your senators

are at the mercy of Mr. Roebuck, and your rising generation are dependent

for Eastern facts on the imagination of General William Napier! England

of all nations is most interested in obtaining correct information regarding

India; Englishmen are of all Europeans the most ignorant, and the most
easily imposed on, in all that concerns it!

To prove how cruelly the Ameers treated their ladies, the Listorian tc'lls us,
that “ when the Ameers fell, not one woman, old or young, mother, wife, or
oneubifie, would, follow! them to. Bombay, 8o mush were they detested ;" and "“;

B¢ told_that they “ souglitCand)joblained loave 0 rotum {0 the h.omi?b:l
theiy hildbood.,” The reader of the foregoing pages will not bc" ;u}n}: >
"U0 Lell Linn thag urs 15 A PULS UNMIZIGATED ¥ IG?ION;;};?:?adies did
f:tb:l’ly be smuged af the, bardibool ot the] i;?(l}nli?tt:):l‘lhl have been un
. :lol(;lpauy[their lords, bocauso to lm‘vo 1('(:110 Ameors WO abandoned.
g 4, elgment that all hopo of the return 0 e e to which they wero
; oxpose‘;mm“l’m o eaptive Ameers., Lhebmull&1 Asintios of tmll’"fport.‘1 [1“;"
. tl, the undefined horror cntort,m{led y 1o a 10 ispost
| "0 % Dlacle wingor (sea), and tho inoertitude hs

ere ixnocent]y

8 cane: e 1o )

c-cépuve Princes when in the country of thoso “l;, to deter even ’ﬂect

tiog f*a'sn?si of i‘litice, truth, and mercy y—were el-wuhgusbands at firste DU

g "‘. Ya WIVCS fl‘Om VOluntarily accompanying 'thﬂr hould accompmy tlwm
% no their hushandy' wish that their Wives 5
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sounted 055 by some heartless wag Baving practice
Ty AL Tr . .

dulity nd 00 e;ady ear of Siy Charleg Napiexfl Z:
‘ 0

g7 ACCOUNTS——JULY 1845wty - Aygrncs

)3 IO\Q‘I‘Y’;:;Z.”'NED TO THE HOMES:OF THEIR . CBIL:;:‘ADES’ 80 Fap

& ALLED (VILLAGE) ABQU
g apas(s W T THREE Mygg A
Whab® " of those of Lower Scinde, on this subject? T ordon,

he f :
in ohI:‘i oply 10 the last part of your Jetter, from frequen o,
e

b the ex-Ameers upon tl.u? subject, I am enablzgotzvesztot?a: E;v 2
hf‘} " ination to have their families sent to them from Scinde is quite ; o
Jisin ! ble, and when I'have prol.)osed it to them, their reply has alwa 81:;11:.
~mounzong 18 we are prisoners, this is mo place for our wives and chiilre elth
‘,,:;;ce hem Prisoners also. T trust you will excus o

@ my refraining from inform.
e excAmeers of the allegations .t.hat. have been made against them, ag I
::: ,gure, by 50 doing, I should be adding fresh causes of 80rrow.” y

T,,hp,la':,ér, thus :—* The }tmeers solemnly. deny tl.le allegation referred to
i, JOUL gecond. queryy reg.a.rdmg the des.tructxon of mft?.nts In_their zenanas,
" in justice I mm?ot, w1t.h'h01d my t(.estnnony, that while I was employed in
seinde and the neighbouring countries, I never heard that such a practice
existed among the Ameers, and had it prevailed, it is scarcely possible that it
could have been concealed from you and others. who resided constantly for
soveral years: at, I may say, the doors of the Ameers. It was, I BELIEVE,
iﬁE»WISH OF THE EX-AMEERS, THAT THEIR LADIES SHOULD NOT ACCOMPANY
rEEMFROM SCINDE, AND SINCE THEIR ARRIVAL IN INDIA, THEY HAVE ALWAYS
EXPEESSED ( THE GREATEST RETUGNANCE TO THEIR REMOVAL, IN THE HOPE, NO
DOUBT, THAT THEY THEMSELVES WOULD EVENTUAILY BE RESTORED TO THEIR
owN COUNTRY. TIIIS IIOPE THEY STILL CHERISII, AND WIILE IT LASTS
(ALTHOUGH FAR LESS INTENSELY THAN DBEFORE) THEY WILL NEVER SANCTION
A PROCEEDING WHICH, AS WE ARE WELL AWARE, IS 50 OFFENSIVE TO THEIR
IDEAS OF FEMALE HONOUR AND DECORUM, TIE AMEERS HAVE ALWAYS SPOKEN
70 ML OF THE REMOVAIL OF TIIEIR LADIES, AS A STEF TO DE nmsonrl-:p TO ONLY
IN THE EYENT OF WHEIR VAKEELS RETURNING UNSUCCESSFUL FROM INGLAND,
AND THEY WILL 'NOW DPERGEIVE THAT THEIR WORST FEARS N TBIS.REGAIKI;
ME LKEry-T0 B mEALrzED - This be'it remembered; is the test.xmont)’ ron
two high:minded English gentlemen, writing silxxlﬂtan.e0}1sl)v from the 1;as :nd
id western extremities of Indis, daily associating with the Aimt?b; dis-
quainted with all their thoughts. They cannot b supposﬁlldcx'in" the
csofxte“t"d “at being by Lord Ellenborough debarred f;(;:]el I;re gentl:men
wm::eewre‘venueS, under the names of coll‘e:lt;i’"hf;;ur cal)l,ed in question;
Vil f)lds ha\ie never been doubted, nort lishmen jealous for the honour

interest in the matter save that of Enghs

serti f ono
i he assertions ©
Who “r country, And what is opposed to them! T f what he

3 ianOl‘&Dt Y
™ Ihave proved to be as reckless of truth 83 he 18 1 stifiable,

5 icy is unju
Il::ilt’ends to discuss—the champion of a brother whoaet g(;hg(’) :Z e -
‘ on . . . . nlons Y
t hathly to be extenuated by proving its victims

. ] e !
hitherto entered into the mind of man t0 concer!
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g e may B OF it victimgy
heo¥ nsmitted what may have been int

jth 12 i ho was t ' Dad joke
“,’:d fiotion, to bim W o l?ecome the anna);g, of the
8 S

ConquestofSCinde"L L e

1N l)i‘

|

) it ly"' R »;['\“": ) 7 o
g 070 ‘ { o L., . .
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b b

: Translation of the PETITION of the Wives of the dethroneg
Ameers of Scinde, transmitteq through their accredited
Envoys, to Her Majesty Quegrxn VicToRIA,

{

.

| M@y; the shadow of Queen: Victoria inereage, the pure, and
. the magnificent as'Balkis (Queen of Sheba).’

It is almost two years since Sy Charles Napier came to
Hydrabad, in Seinde, with an army and artillery, ang
plindered our habitations of all oyp
jewels, and of every thing of value.
he took from us the Ameers and our children, and sent them
to Hindostan as captives. We helpless women, devoid of
power, were, when Sir Charles N apler arrived, seated in our
houses, What manner of custom is this, that he should -
enter oy dwellings, and plunder/us of our- valuables, leaving
% not‘sufficient for oup support? " Two yéars have elapsed
¢ he tore us from oup houses, and native city, and com-
I?elled fus to dwell outside the town of Hydrabad, in huts,
Ou:fzhé, destitute, God knows the hardships we suffer flor

*dand raiment ; and through our separation from the

g 8, e endure such distress and despair, that life is
: fhstasteful

money, Ornaments,
And at the same time

by © us., That one should 'die when God wills it,
torn(: calamity 3 but we endure with each successive day the
€n

thag of 2 new death; wherefore we cherish the h(:fﬁ;
Yourgelf being o Queen, as we were once,
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thise with us, and wil] g},
SY“’:,-es toration of those thingg of

N s, anq
: o } w}neh Sir Chareg apiey
oot robbed us; an elnoe }(:ux 1earts gre lacerateqg With prier
29 . o separated from the Ameers, and frq

¢ bf;i (;x , indeed, we are brought ¢,
by ¥

' the brink of despajy__
1 remove this cause of distreg i

yoi :it the greatest favour ¢, put

ﬁf;oyoul' days be lengthened |

Compagsion Upon

we shoulg

an end to oy existence.

e 'Sigﬁathl‘es of ’ﬂie Beé‘ums of

Manowmrp Ky,
. MEER Mimoymgp Nusseer Kuay,
 Mezx SoBDAR Kajy,
MEER Mggg MAHOMED Ky,

J ﬁ‘the 27th of t.he mor}t.h Shuwal, 1200,
Writien 0% at Hydrabad, in Scinde,
st LSt

B PR o h

P E S

Tosifion bt b Poaer v h Towo! Ackins 7 e
Y R U VAKEELS, of the Ameers of Scinde.
uvaln gl ) SRR e |

i

S

August, 1845,
> Hanm AN, and
We, ARHUND HABIBULLAT, DIwaN MITHARAM,

. Amirs of
DiwaN Dyarawm, the sceredited Envoys of the

any occa-
Singh, solemnly declare that we bave n}?veresozoaiit our.
S0, acquiesced in the truth of the o ariﬂirmb it in the
“esters the Amirs, We believe, and W?d to have been
ost solemn manner, that the 1ette1i] szumad N asir Khan,
: . m
Witten to Bibarak Bugti by Mir Muba
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We believe, before God,
) at tlle Am’u
'3

forgery
e illwlly jnnocent of the charges brought against thep,, \

[ e ¥ Signatures of

AXuunp HABIBULLAH
Diwax MiITHARAN

DiwaN Dyaraw,

garley gtreet, 15th August 1845.
ar’
(o | |

Extrﬂct of a Letter from LrieuT.-Cor. Outram, C.B
] ‘ . . . ~N . T
o nerly Commissioner in Scinde, to LIeuT.-GEN. Siz

es NapieRr, G.C.B., dated 26th January 1843,

 (HARL !
(a few weeks previous to the battle of Meance.)

~ «]t grieves me to say that my heart, and that judgment N
yhich God has given me, unite in condemning the course we -
are carrying out for his Lordship, as most tyrannical, posi- . i
 tive robbery. I consider that every hfe that may hereafter ;

he lost in consequence, will be a murder.”*

Betmot of o lotter from the Right Honourable Sir HENRY
PorringEr, ‘Bartl, G.C.B., formerly Resident in Scinde,
. read in the- House of ‘Commons by Lord. Aghley, in Feb,

1844,

- Your Jettor brought our happy and merry days in Sci.ndc
Widly $o my mind, and I lamented, on reading it, if possible

"re deeply than T had done, over the ¢ fallen estate’ of my
all along said,

od fig
an(;fnends the Ameers, of whose case I have .
Vet shall say, under all circumstances, and in all society

'y
i Vide ¢ " page 290,

i
f
I

Part 1st.

¢
The Conquest of Scinde, a Commentary \
R
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and places where I may hear it alluded to, is the most un-
principled and disgraceful that has ever stamped. the ann.als of
our empire in India. No explanation or reasoning can, in Ijny
opinion, remove the foul stain it has left on our good .fa}th .
and honour; and as I know more than any other man living
of previous events and meagsures connected with that devoted
country, T fecl that I have a full right to excrcise my judg-
ment and express my scntiments on the subject. I was In
hopes that some influential voice would have been raised in
England against the tyranny and spoliation that had taken
place, but the intelligence by the last mail—that of July—
holds forth no such prospect, and all that I can now hope is,
that the authoi' of all this cruelty and misery may meet with
his deserts hereafter. I shall only add, that I shall esteem it
"~ a favour if you will let my opinions be known wherever you
hear the affair mentioned, and that you cannot use too strong

langudge in' expressing my disgust and sorrow on the occa-
LSRR DITH X6 8d BN N ma B i)
sion?<*RETL L .

FERNRE

. THE ENB.



