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.o on the Mahommedan crusgde oo -

‘Il:qn.ess.ed my wonder that i:::lyL ;eglflsl::t-thcsmhsz

.h an idea, since it was notop; could form

suc : Tious that the Seyyq
was f ghting solely for the faith, 5 but my anszver
Jid not seem to convince them, g they remarkeq

that though the Bombay government, whose seri
vant I was, knew nothing of the matter, it wag
probably very well understood at Bengal.

Of His Majesty and the royal family, and
many other circumstanees connected with England,
they spoke with a knowledge which surprised me,
and once observed, that English sailors and Be-
loche soldiers were the best in the world. They
knew the character and fall of the Emperor Na-
poleon, but were ignorant of his death. Of vac-
cine inoculation they had heard by report; and
when I explained its advantages, they declared
their intention of establishing it in Sinde, and
requested me to assist them with the means of
doing so. Among other subjects I told them of
the grand discovery of steam-engines ; but in this,
and respecting thé révenues of Great Britain, they
evidently considered I was making use of a tra-
veller’s privilege. They were obviously much

gratified to find I had a knowledge of the hi‘story
of which they are exceedingly

()f th . v .
eir family, the sword of their

Proud ; and on my being show jioned
' Jer occas
ancestor, Meer Bejur, whose murder oc}‘c e

tyv. they W
the overthrow of the Calora dynasty, they

» mention
*Qually astonished and pleased to hear me!l
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the circumstance of his pilgrimage to Mecca, apg
the treachery which caused his death.
One thing alone raised a frown on the counte.

pances of the Ameers. In conversing one day
with their minister, on the state of Cabil, I haq
occasion to refer in his presence to a large map of
Hindoostan, and he mentioned the circumstance
to their Highnesses, who begged to see so great
a curiosity. I accordingly took it to the durbar,
and explained its nature to them. Nothing could
exceed their wonder when I traced from stage to
stage, with my finger, the various routes through
Sinde, together with those to Jessulmere and
Lahore ; and stated that I could travel throughout
the whole of their dominions, by the assistance
of the map, without asking the way to a single
village. It was probably injudicious, but I could
not at the time resist the impulse, of covering the
whole of their paltry territory with my hand, and
pointing out to them the boundaries of our great
and glorious empire in India. They affected per-
fect indifference at first, and ‘pretended that they
knew as much of our provinces as we did of their’s ;
but they were extremely grave during the remain-
der of the interview, and I understood afterwards,
from some persons who remained behind me at
the levee, that they again reverted to the sub‘ject
of the map, without concealing their chagrin and
vexation that the Feringees knew every thing.
In the preceding paragraphs I have endeavoul-
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ed to give some idea of the manners and habits of
the Ameers. of Sinde, while they are resident at
their capital.  Once or twice a month, when they
are all in good health, they pay visits to their dif-
ferent shikargahs, or preserves for game ; and as
they are attended, on these occasions, by large re-
tinues, and never previously announce in which
direction they mean to travel, they thus combine,
with a passion for the chace, a species of policy
which enables them to keep their several districts
in awe. They take the field with hawks, dogs,
&c., but their mode of killing game would have
little charms for an European sportsman. They
never expose themselves to the sun, but remain
comfortably seated in a house till the deer or hog
is forced to come before them to a small tank or
well to drink, when they shoot him deliberately,
and receive the acclamations of their followers.
The shikargahs are large tracts of jungle so
carefully inclosed as to prevent the egress of all
quadrupeds ; Jand when their Highnesses proceed
to them; all the  wells, ‘except theone in fromt of
their tents or bungalows, are closed up, and the
game is hunted till dire necessity obliges it to
seek for water, at the risk of life, in the manner

above alluded to. Sometimes they station them-
between two shi-

e of which several
d to expel the
ng to es-

Selves in temporary buildings,
kargahs nearly adjoining, in on
hundred matchlockmen are poste
frightened animal, which, in endeavourl
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assage made fo Purpose ing,

(hrough a P is intercepted and killed

l 1110 . ‘re

the ne
by the Ameers.
They never hunt

though rarely, go ou
none, except themselves, .
and there is scarcely @ sporting ey

¢l does not cost them the lives of ty,
or three of their subjects, either from false ajp,.
ing on their own part, or the fury of E{oars, &e.
driven desperate. All the grandees in Singe,
when they appear in public, are attended by their
bazbans or falconers, with hawks, some of which
are of great value. I saw a bird which had cost
Kurm Ali two thousand rupees ; and his High.
ness presented me with one of a scarcely inferior
price. The best are, I understand, brought from
Turkistan, and the northern parts of Cabl
In Sinde, as in all oriental countries, the cour-
tiers exist only in the presence and favour of the
prince, and_ depend entirely on the Ameers for
.their rank and situation in society. | Of themit
1s.unnecessary to say much. They do not caity
(‘;‘:::‘S leljlni.:() tjheir.(?wn houses that 1‘1eat.n€SS Oj
exacted fron?lz(it bty of deportment, which al-e
generally extrelrunl 7 the durbar ; and a5 b7 alof
the country beine y,. boor, (the whole Wealth.,>
Ug in the hands of the rule™
they have ngo means of al; . e f0
| aking display. 1Tb

vourites of the ,
of the Alneers Inay bt‘ distingujshed l)}

on horseback, but Sometime,
t a deer shooting on Camelsi
. )

any game ;
cursion whi
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,-old-mounted swords, which are the highest ho
‘ -

,ajorﬂ"y distinctions conferred by the Hyderabad

Jurbar I.t is contrary to the usage of the court
o wear side arms ornamented with any of the
recious metals not presented by their high.-
55€5 5 and as they are rather Sparing in their
{4VOUTS; the honour is much appreciated. For
gery high services, the Ameers sometimes, though
qarely, give one of their valuable blades adorned
with diamonds.

It would be in vain to expect independence of
feeling where all are really so dependent. The
Sinde courtiers can only retain their places by
implicit obedience, and the most fawning adula-
tion to their superiors. ~Their propensity to flat-
ter strangers, and even each other, is ludicrous
to an European. Scarcely two persons of the
higher rank ever met together in my presence
without bespattering each other with the most
fulsome compliments, and both joining in exalt-
ing me to the skies, by the most far-fetched and
hyperbolic praises. <) Fheirceremonidus formaity
is truly distressing. The same inquiries after
my happiness, health, &c. were seldom repeated
less than four or five times in the course of a
Visit. The moment I rose from my chair every
an of the company did the same, and continued
anding til] I again sat down, when, after an ex-
hange of salutations between all present, they
lloweg my example. In this respect they are,
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. u
] presume, mere copy ists of the courts of Cabﬁl

. sia. )
““g‘ I;G;S what I have said of the characte, of
r : . . .
Meer Mourad All it will be obvious that b, is

leer

¢ a prince much guided by the' c.ounSe]S of
no with a man of his colq ang

others ; nor is it easy, | ¢
able disposition, to ascertain on whom p,

unsoci
None know the wor._

really bestows his favour.
ings of his gloomy soul, and scarcely any cay

claim a share in his confidence ; but there are,
nevertheless, two individuals who, from various
causes, are of great importance at the court of
Sinde, and who demand particular mention in
this narrative. I allude to Wullee Mahommed
Khan, and Seyud Ismail Shah, the chief ministers
of the Ameers, of whose characters I shall attempt
to give a brief outline. They both receive high
salaries from government, and have palanquins
and bearers maintained for them; an honour
which they share unrivalled by any other subject
in the country.

The Nuwab, Wulle Mahommed Khan Lagha-
ree, is by'the Ameers themselves termed the vi-
zier of Sinde, and, next to the principal members
;fo::lehz‘a(])f 301’ family, must be cons?dered tl:le
ment, l?eininlt' I’“"sfmﬂg‘e under thelr g'o V6113(3-
loche tribe {vhf““%lf th.e tead of & powerml he
elevati ” W' ich contributed in the field tf).tl

aHon of the present rulers, he has ever sit®
been their fajthfy) 4 ’ ms
1d able servant, and S€€
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njoy not only the entire confidence of his
t'o.stel‘s’ but, what is rare indeeq iy ad
md

. espotic
Overﬂment’ the esteem and respect of the people
. .

% s the adviser of the Ameers in the gy

. . a e-
ot of the internal affairs of the state :

me . : > and, by
4is adroitness and mild demeanour, has it often

in his powe}".and seldom loses an opportunity, to
ert OF mitigate tl.le effects of those shocks of
tyranny and oppression which emanate from thejr
durbar.

A sincere regard for the interest of his masters
pas taught this old and respectable individual the
necessity of maintaining a friendly intercourse
with the British government ; and it is to his ad-
vice | owe not only my visit to Sinde, but the
wish of the Ameers to detain me. Wullee Ma-
hommed Khan must have attained the age of
seventy ; and 1t is to be feared, therefore, that
death may soon deprive the Ameers of their best
servant, and the people of Sinde of their kindest
protector. His son, Ahmed Khan, a_dissipated
youhg mian about/thirty years|ofcage, [possesses
none of the virtues of his parent. The Nuwab s
a poet of no mean excellence ; and, although his
verses are filled with adulation, it would be unfair
to detract from his merits on this account, o to
¢ondemn him for following the example of almost
tvery Persian writer. He has composed als:o'se-
veral large folios on the subject of med.lcme;‘
gleaneq chiefly from the dreams and theorles 0
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the ancients, but w.hich, bei-Illi rzl;g;oie;l Original,
have gained for ot the L* I must n X Sag‘e in
Sinde. Amongst his works St not omit ¢,
mention & small book on the cure of digeggy,
written in the name of Meer Mou.rad Ali, th,
merit of which is claimed by th.at prince.

Meer Ismail Shah is the adviser of the govep.
nent in its foreign, as the Nuwab Wullee M,.
hommed Khan is in 1ts domestic policy. He is
second only to the latter in the estimation of the
Ameers, who, in addition to their religious reve.
rence for him as a descendant of the Prophet, en.
tertain an exaggerated idea of his judgment and
experience. He is the son of a Persian who immi.
grated about fifty years ago into Sinde, where he
was attached to the last Caloras as a state-physi-
cian, and afterwards siding with the Talpoors, re-
ceived employment in their service. Ismail Shah
is well known as the ambassador to Bombay in
1820, when it was expected war would be de-
clared between the governments. The hospitality
he then experienced, and, the | munificence jof M
ElI.)hinst.one, formed the chief topics of his conver
T:J;Oir:l v:}therzfr; but it is notorious that he is fai{:ﬁ:
dined to the Br?tl'ew’ha?d not at all favoural‘)l)’.l :
man of respectabllb interest. Meer Ismail 18

« e
about fifty ye
tend ignoran
and neye

appearance and good addres®
ars of age, has the silly vanity t0 pre
ce of the common language of Sind®
' Speaks or allows himself to be addre”
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o in any other language than Persian, He hag
in‘t"i 0(-ca?10‘11ally employed at the court of Cabil
where he lnformed me he was envoy at the pel‘iO(i
o Mr Elphinstone’s mission ; and he is no doubt
thoroughly skilled. in the system of intrigue and
[licanerys SO requisite in an Asiatic cabinet. He
has several sons holding important situations un-
der the government, one of whom was lately at
Bombay as vakeel, and another is the representa-
iive of the Ameers at Shikarpoor. He himself
receives a monthly salary of eleven hundred ru-
pees as physician, which is the best paid appoint-
ment at Hyderabad, but his prescriptions are little
attended to by the Ameers.

A spirit of rivalry may naturally be supposed
to exist between the two great officers of the Sinde
durbar ; and this is not confined merely to attempts
to supplant each other in the favour of their mas-
ters, but extends to particulars which would ex-
cite a smile among European politicians. They
are elvious of each other’s/fame-as men of seience,
and especially as physicians. Both are authors,
and exceedingly vain of their own productions ;
and, without deciding here on their respective me-
lits, on which I always evaded giving an opinion
t themselves, I may observe that the Ameers
have shown a correct discrimination of character,
n awarding to Ismail Shah the emolum‘ent, and
0 the Nuwab the reputation. In their moral
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qualities they can bear no comparison. T},
Ameers repose implicit confidence in Wullee Ma.

hommed, but doubt, with justice, the integrity of
his rival.* The former is upright and charitab]e,
the latter proud and penurious ; the one esteemed,
the other feared ; the Seyud owing his elevatiop
and importance chiefly to birth and popular pre-
Judice, and the Khan to a long life of fidelity ang
virtue, which, it is some eredit to Sinde to say,
have met their reward.

Next in importance to these officers are a few
courtiers who exert a personal influence, from
being constantly in private attendance on the
Ameers, or as leaders of Beloche tribes. The first
of this class worthy of notice is Mirza Khoosroo,
a Georgian slave, who was purchased about eigh-
teen years ago by Kurm Ali, and whom his mas.
ter now treats as an adopted child. He 1S not a
favourite of Mourad Ali, and possesses no political
consequence, though he was envoy at Bombay in
1823. / He i al man of quiet retiring| ¢haracter,
and is known in Sinde as the author of Persian
verses, the merit of which he is willing to yield
to Kurm Ali, who has considerable vanity as a poet.

—

* In the letter of advice Mourad Ali had prepared fer his
children, alluded to in page 52, he cautioned them to beware

of Ismail Shah, but urged them to follow implicitly the ad-
vice of Wullee Mahomed.

4
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I requested his Highness one day to favour me with
a couplet of his own composition to engrave on a
sword, and I observed that he immediately called
Mirza Khoosroo to him, and, after some whisper-
ing, produced a verse as his own.*

Mirza Bakur is also a young Georgian on whom
Mourad Ali seems to bestow favour. Bahadoor
Khan Cokur, and Kheir Mahommed Tora, are two
noblemen supposed to be high in the estimation
of that prince ; and his Highness pointed out the
former to me as one of the bravest and most dis-
tinguished of his followers. They are both chiefs
of powerful Beloche tribes, always resident at
court, where they enjoy situations of responsibility
and emolument, and Kheir Mahommed is mohk-
tarkar, or manager of Mourad Ali’s private affairs.

Ghoolam Ulla Laghree, the brother of the
Nuwab, has charge of the important fortress of
Omerkote, where it is reported the members of

* The couplet in-question is)as follows ;=<“Itamsharper
than wisdom from the mouth of Plato; I am more blood-
spilling than the eyebrow of a heagutiful mistress.”

T My brother has the following remark regarding Omer-
kote :—« [ may here mention, that I heard this far-famed
visis of the desert, the retreat of the Emperor Humaioon,
the birth-place of the great Akbar, the source of contention
between Sinde and J oodpoor, and in later times, the deposi-
tory of the riches and jewels of the Ameers of Sinde, is a
small brick built fort, the southern face of which was actual-
ly thrown down by the late inundation, with walls much
lower than Luckput, and without a ditch to protect it, though
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the Sinde government have treasure to the amount

of several crores of rupees. After obtaining hig

pre-eminence, Futteh Ali took the immediate pre-
caution of seizing the immense riches of the Calo.

ras; and as additions have been making to the heap
ever since, the wealth in possession of the Ameerg

must now be enormous. Their plan of hording
up money, which, as I have already stated, they
consider their chief security, has hitherto been
successful ; but it is most probable that it will end
like many schemes of the kind related in history,
and be at length turned by some fortunate adven-
turer against themselves or their family ; “ an
event,” as Hume says, “ which naturally attends
the policy of amassing treasures.”

Moonshee Khoosheram is a Hindoo who receives
one hundred rupees per month as chief secretary.
He has no influence; but all public letters are writ-
ten by him, and to him is to be partly attributed
the ungracious style of some of these communica-
tions; for I observed, that notes sent to me by order
of thé Ameers wheny he,was absenty were much
more courteously worded than those dictated by
himself.  However sparing their Highnesses may
be of civility in their written communications to
others, they are mdst particular in exacting it for
themselves ; and, while on this subject, it may be

S0 mnear a river.”—Lieutenant BurNgks’s Memoir of the In-
dus. B
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worth mentioning as a trait of their characters,
that I was in the durbar when the letters from Sjp
John Malcolm and Mr Elphinstone, announcing
the change of government at Bombay, were pre-
sented to them by the native agent ; every word
in the titles and compliments was carefully weigh-
ed and scrutinized, and I was much amused to
observe Mourad Ali point out to his brother some
expression which he imagined was less respectful
in the one signed by Sir John than in the other.

It is foreign to my purpose to say much on the
people of Sinde, far less to enter into a detail of
their character and peculiarities, which have been
described at great length by others.* No estimate

* ¢ The inhabitants of Sinde are a strong and healthy race
of men, rather more fitted for fatigue than activity, and are
mostly tall and dark complexioned. Those who enjoy ease
and indulgence are uncommonly corpulent, which perhaps
their great use of milk disposes all to be. The princes are
remarkably broad and fat, and many of the Beloche chiefs
and officers of their court, too large for the dimensions of any
European chair.; As rotundity,is S0 much thé distinction of
greatness, it is admired as a beauty, and sought as an ambi-
tion, and prescriptions, therefore, for increasing bulk are
much esteemed. The Sindians in their tempers are proud,
imPatient, knavish, and mean. Placed between Mucl;ran
and Hindoostan, they seem to have acquired the Yices, both
of the barbarity on the one side, and the civilization on t.he
Other, without the virtues of either. Their natural faculties
are good, and their energies would reward encouragement,
but thejr moral character is a compound scarcely to be de.-
scribed, and stil] less to be trusted, and fanaticism, supersti-

H
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can be formed of the population, which, if we mgy,
credit the information given to Captain Hamilton,
was, about the beginning of last century, iy the
proportion of ten Hindoos to one Mussulmay, In
this case the knife of circumcision must havye Made
havoc indeed, as the rival sects are now Dearly
equal, or rather, I believe, the Mahommedan ig the
Inore numerous.  As the state religion of Sjnde is
taken from the Koran, so the system of jurispry.
dence is derived from the same source, and whep,
exercised between two subjects of the more favoyr.
ed creed, would appear to be pretty fairly admi.
nistered by the Cadi ; but, as this functionary can
listen to no complaints against the government,
and holds _his situation only by the sufferance of

tion, and despotism are debasing it more and more every day.
There is no zeal but for the propagation of the faith ; no spi-
rit but in celebrating the Eed; no liberality but in feeding
lazy Seyuds; and no taste but in ornamenting old tombs.
Their active diversions are shooting and clapping with their
swords, to prove their temper-and the strengthof - theirowi
arms..._They are sood marksmen with their matchlocks, and
mimitably dexterous with the bow and a blunt heavy arrow,
which they use for game, and dart in o transverse instead of
a straight direction, so that the body, and not the point of
the arrow, strikes the object. With these arrows they kill
partridges ﬂying. to the right and left, as surely and expe
ditiously as an European sportsman with a double barrelled
gun. — All the princes are from great practice incredibly ¢
pert both with their guns and bows. In riding, and the "SL,J
of the sword, the Sindians have no skill, nor have they any

exercise peculiar to themselves ”— (Crow.
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the Ameers, it will be evident that he can be no
check on their Highnesses, though
his code to be so.

I have in another place given a

Privileged by

specimen of the
manner In which justice is dispensed to the Hin-

doos, who for the most part prudently settle their
differences among themselves by punchaets, or ar-
bitration, without a reference to the ruling autho-
rities. 'The Beloches seem generally to take the
law into their own hands, and to act on the simple
principle of retaliation 3 nor do the Ameers often
interfere with them, except where individual dis-
putes extend to whole tribes, when they are obliged
to settle matters by force or conciliation. A serious
quarrel of this sort took place, from a most trifling
cause, while I was at Hyderabad, and called for
the mediation of their Highnesses, who sent for
the contending parties to the durbar in my pre-
sence, and with much flattery and address ¢htain-
ed a promise from each to desist.

In no respect were my expectations more Jisap-
pointed, than in the military force ©of Sinde. | Hav-
ing lived for some time in Cutch amid frequent
fumours of attack and invasion, I had, in coinmon
With most others in that province, imbibed the
idea that there was a powerful body of troops main-
tained gt Hyderabad. It is quite the contrary,
howevey and, with the exception of a small corps
of Beloches who are kept to garrison the fortress,

the armeq retainers of the Ameers are few in num-
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ber, and contemptible in appearance. ey,
the chiefs of the tribes reside constant]
and are able to collect, in the course of
by some means resembling the fiery
by our own forefathers, their various
who at other times are employed in agriculture,
and other peaceful occupations. In thig Manney
it is said the government can assemble aboyt forty
thousand men, to whom, while in active service,

I find by Captain Seton’s Report thatit allows apice
each per diem ; but I presume this must be either
a mistake, or a regulation of former times, ag |
heard of horsemen being entertained at the re.
spectable salaries of thirty rupees per mensem. A
case might be supposed in which the whole Ma-
hommedan population would rise en masse ; but as
patriotism is unknown in this quarter of the globe,
nothing except a fiery zeal for religion, fanned into

a flame by some designing enthusiast, is ever likely
to produce such a result.

Though the iron rod of the Ameers has repres-
sed thejdaring spizit.of the militaryiclasses of'their
subjects, and the general tranquillity of the pro-
vince has left thejr energies to slumber for a while,
they may yet be considered ag a body of marau-
ders ready to take arms for any cause which will
afford them Support, or which offers a prospect of
Plunder. T,jke hungry vultures they would a]mo.8t
S€em to “ scent the batte from afar;” for the tral®

of dissension js No sooner lighted, than war be-
#

ral of
y at Court’
a few dayg,
CTOSS ugeq
followers,
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comes their universal cry, and it is incredible jn
how sh,ort a I.)erlod they flock to their rendezvous.
Sobdg'),r s late insurrection was settled in the course
of a few days, but not until twenty or thirty thou-
sand volunteers had joined the different standards,
and numbers were crowding in hourly when the
adjustment took place. In the field, the Sindian
~ soldier has no discipline ; and as his pay is gene-
rally contemptible, and frequently uncertain, he
conceives himself fully privileged to supply his
wants at the expence of the villages on his march.
He is acknowledged to be brave and hardy, but
his reputation is far higher in his own country
than any where else. His vanity and gasconading
are proverbial: from the general down to his
meanest follower in the camp, every man makes
his own past and intended exploits, or those of
his ancestors, the constant theme of his conversa-
tion and contemplation ; and it is remarkable with
what patience they listen to the empty vauntings
of one another. _The army of the Ameers, when
collected, presents a motley arid ill‘accoutred as-
semblage of mercenaries from all quarters; and it
is composed chiefly of adventurers who have de-
scended from the mountains of Belochistan, to ?ne
of the tribes of which, that of Rind, the reigning
house traces its origin.

Horses are brought in great nu
from Cabiil and Candahar to Cutc
Where they are bought by agents

mbers annually
h and Bombay,
for the British
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government; and as theyall take the royte thl“Ouw}l
Sinde, and can be procured there at a very (‘hez

rate, it might beimagined that the Beloche soldj
who are generally cavalry, would be we]] Mounteq
There are no fine horses, however, to be seen, gy
cept in the stables of the Ameers ; who every ye,.
purchase some of the best from the dealers g4 the

pass, and who, besides having excellent studs, o))
keep an immense number of dogs of good breed,
which are also imported from the upper provineeg

t'rs’

I saw several large, powerful-looking mules i,
Sinde, and, conceiving that it might be ap object
to government to get them for the use of the .
tillery from that country, instead of from the more
distant ports.in the Persian Gulf, I made 1nqui-
ries regarding them, but am afraid they could not
be procured at a less expence, or more easily than
by the arrangement which at present exists,
The Ameers are, I believe, perfectly aware of
the utter hopelessness of any defence they could
make, in the event of an invasion by our go-
verument: = Many circumistances proved to me
that ““the magic of our name linked with success.
and the feeling not to be wondered at, which per-
vades the eastern world, generally, of its being
“ the will of God,” that, till a certain period, we
shall prove victorious in all our enterprizes, have
not failed to exert thejr superstitious influence 0V
the anxious and foreboding minds of the natives:
In their atten pts Lo conceal their terror they adopt
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means whichinevitablylead toq detection £3
the vaunting and imper;j nOLIts such
1 1ou R
to foreigl powers, and their endeavoyr
strangers With an exagg

dignity and importance.

S 10 impresg
erated estimation of their

| Like many men in pri-
vate life, who contrive for a time to cloak their

ignorance under a formal manner angd distant de-
portment, they well know that a closer inspection
wouldinfallibly expose their weaknesses; andhence
arises their jealousy of our acquiring a nearer or
more intimate knowledge of their country or of
themselves.

Such flimsy pretences could never blind any in-
dividual who has visited Sinde and witnessed the
true state of affairs. - Of the few waliled towns in
the province all are contemptible, and scarcely one
deserves the name of a fortress.  Omerkote, the
repository of the wealth of the court, whicﬁh has
so long been supposed unassailable from“ the re- .
port of its being environed by a sandy desert of
great extent where no water 18 pracurable, has
beén ascertainéds, by, late inquiries, to be within a
few miles of a branch of the indus, and ‘,utte.l-'ly
untenable. 'The city of Hyderabad'is.a c011ec"t1011
of wretched low mud hovels, as destitute of tl‘le
as they are of external elegzlgctf,
boasted strong-
nts their capi-
urnt bricks,
fectly mca-

means of defence
ot internal comfort ; and even the
hold of the Ameers, which 8111'1'11?u X
tal, is but a paltry erection of 1(111 o
crumbling gradually to decay, and ]
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¢ withstanding for an bour the attag
% The nobility W01.11d, n all ppo
sual with Asiatics, desert the;,
masters in the time of trouble;. and althoug}, I
Lave no doubt the Talpoor chiefs foould thep,.
selves bravely perish in defence of thel.r Sovereigy.
ty and treasures, it is scarcely possible to ¢qy.
ceive a more easy, or, as far as the people gepe.
rally are concerned, a more willing conquest, wey,
our victorious arms turned in that direction, thap
Sinde would prove, unassisted by any of the coun-
tries in the neighbourhood.

Were such an event to happen, as happen iy
all probability it will, from causes as uncontrolla.
ble as those which have led to the already mighty

pable 0
regular troops-=
bability, and, as 18 u

* « The fortifications of Hyderabad consist of a high wall
and a high citadel, upon which some very heavy guns are
planted. The wall is thin, but supported inside by a great
depth of earth, partly original and partly piled up, which
would make a breach difficult. The citadel is entirely brick
work, but very thick, and the figure perfectly circular, of not
more than one hundred yards diameter, = There is a dry ditch
r?urxd one side of the fort, andlow ground-on-the other- The
circumference of the wall may be three quarters of a mile ;
1t has few embrasures, and no commanding angles, nor 0v-
works. Tle figure of the forg « R oblong

but stands ¢ . ‘ comes nearest.to an o
and narrow rocky hilI; one -Sld.e of the extremity of & Th:
countr 1 steep in its declivity every way-

Y surrounding this yock 1 . d by the In-
dus, about sy o :ioht i 1s an island formed DY ity
84t miles broad, and twenty o thi

lOng well culti .
J t ) .
cal swe]],” tvated, and annually inundated by the Perwdl

Square,

—CRrow.
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extension of our empire, there ig

would better repay the fosterin
and enlightened management ¢
people of that country and our g

mutually congratulate each othe
on the advantages

no distrjct which
g care of 3 mild
han Sinde, The
overnment might

I and themselves
they had gaineq s and while the
one was grateful for the introduction of free in.

stitutions and a benignant rule, the other might
glory in the acquisition of g valuable
tive addition to its dominjons.

commerce, which are now languid frem ignorance
and taxation, would gradually revive and flourish
under the new and better order of things; and the
localadvantagesofthe province,combined with secy-
rity to property and impartial justice, would in-
vite settlers from other countries,

and produc-
Agriculture and

whose families
would recruit the lost population, and whose ener-

gies, unfettered by religious bigotry or military
despotism, would have full scope, encouragement,
and reward. Then the river Indus might once
more become the channel of,communication and
of wealth, between the linterior of 'Asia.and-the
Peninsula of India; while Sinde herself, equallyin-
teresting to us from classic association, and. from
Sympathy with her present sufferings, would rise re-
llewed to claim a due importance in the scale of
Nations, and to profit by the benefits which nature
has bestowed upon her. i
By the beginning of January, M?ul'ad Ali’s
health had been perfectly re-established, but
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still the Ameers showed no disposition whatevey
to consent to my leaving Hyderabad, and T ascer-
tained, what I had previously suspected, that they
wished to detain me altogether. Mourad Ali haq
once or twice asked me whether I had any objec.
tion to remain with them ; and although T had a)-
ways evaded his questions by explaining that ]
was a servant of the government, without whose
permission I could do nothing, he had often re-
verted to the subject, and had requested my opi-
nion whether Sir J ohn Malcolm would agree to
my returning, even should I leave Hyderabad for
the present. Wullee Mahommed Khan now in-
formed me that he had recommended the Ameers
to make the proposal at once to governient ; and
although they were evidently unwilling to gain
their object in this manner, I was privately ap-
prized that some circamstances had occurred which
induced them to protract my departure as long as
possible.

About the end of, Decermberitwo vakeels arrived
from-Shah “Shuja ‘Ool Moolk™ the-exiled “king-of
Cabul, aud the pensioner of our government at
Ludiana, loaded with presents to the Ameers, and
making a demand that the district of Shikarpoor
should be restored to his majesty, who proposcd
proceeding there in person to collect followers,
with a view to regaining his lost empire. The
king’s proposal was uccoxnpunied by a threat, pri-
vately intimated through Ismail Shah, that, it
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¢ghe Ameers did not immediately accede to his re-
quests it was his intention to transfer his un-
doubted sovereignty over Sinde to his faithful al.
lies the British, who he declared were preparing
to assist him with troops and money in his ambi-
tious enterprises.

The whole message appeared to me from the
first an empty bravado on the part of the fallen ino-
narch; but the Ameers, although they had courage
enough to reject at once the proposal, felt by no
means easy at the appalling intimation which ac-
companied it, and which conjured up, no doubt,
to their recollection many a long arrear of subsidy
unpaid, and much harsh conduct to the unfortu-
nate house of Cabil to be accounted for. Their
alarm * was heightened by another circumstance,

* Tatta is described to have been a place of immense
wealth and commerce when Nadir Shah visited Sinde in
1747-8 ; but if we can believe the following extract from
Tavernier’s Travels, written about a century before that time,
it had event much-fallenoff in his daysy I quote from an Ita-
lian edition, the only copy I ever saw of the book, published
at Bologna in 1690, and, strange to say, given to me by the
Ameers of Sinde, whose servants had taken it from an un-
fortunate native of Rome, who passed through Hyderabad in
the beginning of 1827. The remark about the filling up of
the river is also curious. It has no doubt changed its course
often ; but I question whether it was ever more or less navi-
gable than at the present moment. How unfortunate it 1s,
that no one has left an exact account of the distance of Tatta
from the Indus in those days. It 1s now certainly above five
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trifling in itself, but which in their ;jealous mi.nds
amounted to  confirmation stron.g of combipg.
tions against them. . About the time the vakeelg
arrived from Ludiana, intelligence was also re.
ceived from their agent at Bawulpoor, that an Eng.
lish officer had arrived there, and had been treateg
by the Khan with great respect. It occurred at
once to the Ameers that he had been sent to assist
in Shah Shuja’s schemes ; but, as far as I could as-
certain by the most particular inquiries, he was 3
traveller unconnected with government, who had
probably taken that route from Bengal to Europe,
and was thus innocently the cause of much ter-
ror to the court of Sinde.

Even in the bright days of the Afghaun mo-
narchy, the respect and obedience which the rulers
of Sinde paid to their lord paramount, were ex-
ceedingly remiss ; and their annual tribute to his
treasury was seldom yielded till a powerful army
had advanced to extort it. It is not from charac-
ters like the Ameers that wé can expect reverence
for fallen greatness ; -and, accordingly, the few
members of the royal family who, since the ruin
of .the Doranee dynasty, have sought refuge at
their capital, have beey treated with undisguised

(13
1 At.present the commerce of Tatta, which was for-
merly great, is much diminished, as the mouth of the river i

€ sand, by increasing, scarcely

. assa e-”-* ) y . Ay . ) -
nier, Part 2, passag Viaggi di Giov. Battist. Tave
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contempt. While I was there, a nephew of the
king Timour Shah, passed through on his way to
Bombay, to solicit a share in the charity which
has been extended to so many of his ill-fated re-
Jatives by the British government. He is the
grandson of the great Ahmed Shah, but, like most
of his house, is now a wanderer without a home.
He was too proud to visit the durbar of the
Ameers ; and they considered that they had shown
him hospitality enough by sending him seventy-
five Bombay rupees. He had only two attendants,
and found an asylum in a mosque like a common
beggar. His distress and disappointment were
evident when he learned that Mr Elphinstone had
left India ; and he was so poor as to be obliged to
ask me for assistance. I gave him a letter to
Captain Walter, by whom he was liberally enter-
tained at Bhooj.

Shortly after leaving Cutch, I had been sum-
moned as a witness to attend a general court-mar-
tial at Surat, and it was now announced to me by
letters fromn the prisoner, that thetrial could not pro-
ceed-till-'T'made my appearance. I therefore felt
extremely perplexed how to act; for I was unwil-
ling to relinquish an opportunity, which had so
unexpectedly offered, of establishing a British in-
fluence in Sinde, should it be considered an object ;
while to the wishes of the Ameers and their vizier
I could hold out no encouragement, as I was igno-
rant of the policy of government, and dreaded the
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responsibility of subjecting it to the necessity f
an ungracious refusal, were a letter despatched to
Bombay at my suggestion. Ilostno time, however,
in referring the matter by an express messenger to
Cutch ; but, as the resident was absent, I could
obtain no definitive orders without waiting for a
considerable interval. It was necessary, without
delay, to adopt some course which would meet both
emergencies ; and I accordingly resolved to pro-
pose to the Ameers to leave them for the present,
and to return after I had appeared before the
court-martial ; and, in the meantime also, to as-
certain the commands of the Honourable the Go-
vernor in Couneil.

The Ameers met my communication by inform-
ing me, that they were making preparations for a
visit to Sehwaun, to which they were going in a
body, to returu thanks at the shrine of a famous
saint for the recovery of Mourad Ali’s health, and
where it was their wish that I should accompany
theme I was truly sorry to forego so favourable
an opportunity of ‘seeing the country, but I felt it
my duty to press the absolute necessity of my de-
parture; and,although they were extremely averse,
they at last consented, under an agreement that I
would meet them again on their return to Hyde-
rabad in the course of a month or six weeks. I
considered that my object was now gained ; but I
had to appear no less than six or eight days suc-

cessively, to take my leave ; and their Highnesses
3
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still insisted on my deferring my departure for
another day. At length, when it could no lon ver
be delayed, they paid e the compliment of ask;gn

by which route I should like to return ; and as%

at once decided on going down the Indus, one of
their st‘ate barges was got in readiness for me,
and their cousin Meer Ghoolam Shah, the grand-
son of Bejur Khan, mentioned in g preceding
part of this Narrative, was ordered. as a great
mark of respect, to accompany me to the place of
embarkation.

On the morning of the ¢1st of J anuary, I paid
my last visit at the durbar of the Ameers, and the
adieus on both sides were, I believe, not unming-
led with regret. Their Highnessesexpressed them-
selves more than ever thankful; and I had an op-
portunity ‘of l‘e:iterating my acknowledgments for
the continued hospitality and respect I had expe-
rienced in Sinde. I was accompanied to the river
side, a distance of about five miles, by several of
their chief officers, and amongst these, by my old
friend Wullee Mahommed,who,presented mewith
a copy of his poetical works at parting, and who,
unknown to me, had sent several articles which
might contribute to my convenience amongmy bag-
gage. Having embarked at twelve o’clock on bozfrd
the boat which was prepared for me, together with
some officers, whom the Ameers had deputed to at-

: hor. and con-
tend me, we immediately weighed anchor, and con
tinued a delightful voyage at therate of qbout three
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miles an hour till evening, when we moored fo,
the night near Triccul. The barge wasa large flat.
bottomed vessel, resembling asteam-boat in appear.
rance, fitted up with the greatest attention to com.
fort, and supplied, as usual, with every necessary
and luxury the country could afford,for my attend.
ants and myself. On the deck were erected two
wicker bungalows, one of which, destined for my
accommodation, was as large as an officer’s tent,
and nearly of the same form, being covered with
scarlet cloth, and lined inside with chintz. A fleet
of smaller boats accompanied us, having on board
the horses, camels, &c.

By day-break on the 22d, we again glided
down the stream, and arrived opposite Tatta at
night-fall. I had omitted to inform the Ameers
of my wish to visit that famous city ; but this, I
was resolved, should not prevent my taking ad-
vantage of so favourable an opportunity to do so.
On the morning of the following day I accord-
ingly rode toyitya distance of about six miles from
the river, through a/'woody country, ‘and passed
hurriedly along the streets to the large mosque
built by the Emperor Aurungzebe, which I was
most anxious to see. The officers who were with
me expressed no objection to my visiting the city s
but as they had received no orders from the
Ameers, they declined dismounting from their
horses, while I was engaged in a hasty glance at

the different objects of interest ; and I was €O
strained to return to the boat, having seen only
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cnough to excite my curiosity without gratifying
i, and not having had an opportunity of convers.
ing with a single inhabitant. 1 was for a few mi-
putes in the house erected by Mr Crow, formerly
COmmercial agent in Sinde, a large building in the
native style, situated near the centre of the town,
from the roof of which I had an extensive view of
the surrounding scenery. Tatta still retains many
memorials of its ancient grandeur. The extent of
ground which it covers is immense ; and the re-
mains of tombs and mosques which are to be seen

Page # 129

all around, would almost warrant a belief in the .

tradition of the people, that it was once twelve
Sindian coss, or about thirty English miles in cir-
cumference. It was there that I saw the only
houses built-of stone in Sinde. Unlike those of
Hyderabad, the buildings of Tatta are generally
substantial and elevated, though many of them
are now ruinous and dilapidated. *

* « The celebrated river, which Europeans denominate
the Indus, is called by the Hindoos Sindh, and gives its name
to the country, though.the part,which lies on the west side from
Hali*Ghundh to the sea is, for the sake of distinction, termed
‘Lar. The fertility of the country, when it is exposed to the
Inundation, is as great as that of Egypt, and subject to less
variety and uncertainty ; the waters being regular in their re-
turp, departure, and quantity, beginning to rise about the
latter eng of April, and to subside early in September. The
breadth of the swell varies according to the nature of the
“ountry through which the river passes; in general, I be-
Ve, it is felt five miles from the banks on either side, and

I
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On the 24th we again Pu_rsilled lour. Voyag,
d by evening had reached Slta} , 2 landing ;.
and DY Putta, which was visible at aboyt e
lle.al' P(; (_ee;nce. I met with little worthy of remay,
mllrens ;Sasgage down the Indus and I have mep.
:iltlme()i, in the sketch of my route the various toyy,

which attracted my notice. I saw 10 signs of eyly;_

vation except a single field of mustard; the country

being a jungle laid waste for hunting forests, or, g
in the approach towards Tattah,and on the westery
side, a desert hilly distriet. The banks of the rivep
were generally low and shelving ; a description, |
believe, which applies to those of the Indus for
many miles from its mouth. - The classic river of
Sinde, as far as I saw it, with all its beauties and
peculiarities, has been so well and so fully de-
scribed, in Captain Maxfield’s survey and the re-
ports I formerly mentioned, that little is left for
me to comment on : it is also unnecessary here to
trouble the reader with remarks which have been
made by others, and which will be found in the

;I:Idr::nzrsl;artis much ‘more, pa?'ticularly in the Delta. Thff
.2 A aTiver, has few merits except its periodical swell ;
1‘ts Ztream 15 foul and muddy, and so full of shoals and shifti®é
::Ee :),a'il;altl Sflzt...b.ottomed boats only are safe, and scqrcely ar(lly
5 1t course g extremely crooked, and tow2'1r 5

abound in the lov:rl::am. Marks of the caprice of th'e f“;‘:
country ; the most striking of which 27

the b '
e bed of 5 large stream now perfectly dry, about five miles

from Cory ch
ee, and . cal
led G“iSSary, o about five miles further, at a place

the sea very inco

"CROW.
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most interesting form, in the writings of Major
Rennell, Mr Crow, * and Colonel Pottinger. Some
observations which have occurred to me oy the
geography of Alexander’s Route are appended to
the present narrative, but I cannot say that I
think them deserving of much consideration.

In a preceding paragraph, I have alluded to
the moderate means possessed by the Ameers for
repelling an invasion of their territory; andasingle
glance at the Indus will show the easy passage into
the very heart of their deminions, which that river
offers to a maritime power. = The state-barge
which conveyed me to Sitah, although flat-bot-
tomed, was, in my opinion, capable of transport-
ing half a regiment ; and, during the voyage, we
met many others equally capacious. I am ignorant
of naval tactics ; but I have no doubt that armed
steam-boats of small burden might act with pe-
culiar efficacy ; and although the shoals and cur-

* Of the alligators in the river Indus, Mr Crow speaks as fol-
lows : < "The alligators should not be forgotten, for they are
Very numerous, and much respected, not only by the Hindoos,
but algo by the Mahommedans. The tutelar god of Corachee
is g scaly monster, with a train of females and dependants,
Dourished in the muddy rivulets which flow from the hot
SPrings near Corachee, called Peer Munga, from the name
f a saint whe formerly resided there. It is singular to see
these animals sometimes dozing close to the mouth of the
SPring where the water is almost boiling hot, and sometimes
wauOWing in the pools which are perfectly cold.”—Crow.
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rents in the stream might at first appear an im.
pediment, war would scarcely be declared before
the decks of our vessels were crowded with Vo-
lunteers, well acquainted with the navigation, anq
ready to contribute their utmost efforts for the sup.
version of the present government.

At Sitah I was again met by Hyder Khan
Lagharee, by whom I was conducted through a
productive country to Mugrbhey, and from thence
through the desolate tract I have mentioned in
the commencement of my narrative, to Luckput,
which I reached on the 28th of J anuary.

I'had scarcely put my foot on the shore of Cutch,
when a letter from the resident, of date the 18th
January, authorizing me to remain in Sinde, pend-
ing a reference to government, was delivered to
me ; together with a note from Colonel Leighton,
which that gentleman had kindly written me from
Surat, to say that the proceedings of the court-mar-
tial had terminated,and that my evidence was unne-
cessary. I lost not anhour in apprizing the Ameers
of this information;, and again crossed into Sinde on
my return to Hyderabad ; but I had not proceeded
more than thirty miles, when hearing of Sobdar’s
rebellion, and of the distracted state of the coun-
try, I determined to await the answer to my letters.
I remained several days at Pallia, a wretched halt-
ing-place in the Runn, amid rumours of battles and
murder, till the 13th, when I received a mfessag(%
through the agent, from the Ameers, entreating m¢

————
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not to venture forward in the present state of
affairs; and, accordingly, I deemed it prudent to fall
pack to Luckput, where I shortly after received the
orders of the Honourable the Governor in Council
to return to Bhooj.

On learning that government had no wish to
effect the establishment of a resident in Sinde, I
thought it proper to give the native agent at Hy-
derabad to understand, that it was likely I would
be employed in a particular duty, which would pre-
Jude the possibility of my fulfilling my promise
of revisiting the Ameers. This was, no doubt,
explained perfectly to their satisfaction, as their
Highnesses have carried on a constant correspon-
dence with me ever since Ileft them. Their letters
are of the most friendly description, and evidently
show a wish on their part to maintain a good un-
derstanding with me ; 1nor should I conceal that I
believe it is even yet in my power to induce them
again to invite me to their court, and to consent to
my permanent, residence in their capital.

{ lnuist! lay claim, to| indulgence
hich, I am sensible,
ive ; imperfections

In-conelusion,
for the many imperfections w

may be discovered in this narrat
which I earnestly hope will rather be attributed

to the difficulties I have encountered 11 drawing
it up, than to any neglect or indifference on my
part. T cannot but remark also, that like all per-
sons who undertake to write personal narratives of
their proceedings, I have too often been obliged to
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and my conduct in terms Whie
robably a very -Correct feeling,
might condemn ; but 1N extenuatlon,. I can only
at I have been actuated by a sincere desiy,
things as they really are; nor cay |
accuse myself of having entered more fully iy,
my transactions with the Amee.rs than was g},
solutely necessary to exhibit their characters apg
manners in a proper light. That much has beep
suppressed which it might have been gratify.
ing to record, may be seen on reference to the
Jetters which the native agent in Sinde addressed
to the resident in Cutch, during my stay at Hyde-
rabad, and which have fallen into my hands since
my return to Bhooj.

speak of myself
q fastidious, or P

say, th
to represent

Postscripr.*—Since the completion of the
foregoing narrative, an event, worthy of record,
has occurred in Sinde, and fully realized the
anticipations expressed in the preceding pages-
Meer Kurm Ali died of fever in December 1825,
leaving Mourad Ali, now [the only surviving of
the four brothers who established the Talpoor dy-
nasty, the sole and undisputed sovereign of the
f(.)unf;ry, with a greater degree of power vested 1
l;ls single p?rson, than was ever previously Shared

y the family. The deceased chief is much la-
mented by his dependants, to whom he had ¢

————

— P

* August 15, 1829,
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deared h.imself by kindness and liberality ; and his
death will no doubt cause a considerable revolu-
tion in the appearance of the court, the style and
dignity of which were supported principally at
his cost.

Among the stipulations by which Sobdar’s re-
bellion, in February 1828, was settled, there was
a promise sacredly given on the Koran by Kurm
Ali, that he would adopt that prince as his heir ;
but Sobdar, whose weak character is known, sunk
into his former insignificance soon after the recon-
ciliation was concluded, and tamely permitted
those who had taken the field in his cause to in-
cur the vengeance and eruelty of the chief Ameers.
It will not excite surprise, therefore, that on the
demise of his uncle, he wanted spirit to claim the
treasures to which he was entitled : accordingly,
Mourad Ali first contrived, under some pretence,
that they |should be left)in deposit with his» late
brother’s wives, and latterly, he has appropriated
them entirely to himself. The territorial posses-
sions of Kurm Ali, with the exception of small
estates granted to the young Ameers, have also
devolved into the hands of the present ruler, under
Whose vigorous sway Sinde is likely, for some time
at least, to enjoy undisturbed tranquillity.
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REMARKS ON ALEXANDER'S ROUTE,.

ApPENDED to the copy of the narrative, which I had lately
the honour of forwarding to government, wete several me,
moranda respecting the Indus and my route after I left i
banks ; but, as most of these appear to me neither interesting
nor important, I deem it unnecessary now to transcribe then,
The following crude observations, or rather fancies, which
were hastily committed to paper, during my passage down the
river, I shall allow, however, to remain, not only from the
natural desire which every person who visits Sinde must feel
to say something regarding the Indus, but also as they may
assist some other gentleman who may be disposed to prosecute
so interesting an inquiry asthe geography of Alexander’s route.
It will be seen that my opinions are founded chiefly on the
supposition that the river is now nearly the same as the Greeks
found it, above two thousand years ago ; than which, I need
scarcely say, nothing can be more uncertain. I felt a strong
desire to collect a number of facts regarding the Indus; and
dur:ing my stay in Sinde, as well as sifice my. return, I have ex-
a.mmed several nativesCon ‘the subject'; ' but-all I 'ean gather
from them are accounts of jtg inconstancy, and of the many and
::g‘ie;il::ﬁe‘s it hi.ls undergone, even in the short pel'l:od Zf
Khorasan v‘:h Cxperience. A very intelligent young native ,

> Whom T brought with me from Hyderabad, wher®
he had resided many years, in explainine yaere Jjarity
. . 8, 1n explaining to me this pect
of the river, sald, it wag g little to be d ded on, that a
p-erson embarking at oy £ the hi 0 be .epen .e h(; nten-
tion of prOCQEdiné:r y Y(') he higher stations with t o
be certain of ﬁn(ringy i‘hzd;tlcular stream to the sed, coll‘ed 10
ranch below Tatta he propos
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navigate, and of the existence of which he had been assured
o few days previous to the commencement of his voyage. *

Below Tatta the river Indus divides into two large arms ;
the Meyraun and the Bugghaur. I followed the course of
the latter, which is also named Sitah, and which, at the place
of division, is the larger of the two. Four coss below Tatta,
on the left bank is the small village of Summa. The river
is here three quarters of a mile in width. There is nothing of
this division of the Indus into two large and nearly equal
branches, in Arrowsmith’s and Carey’s maps; but it is evi-
dently laid down correctly in the quarter-master-general’s
manuscript one. . The Meyraun, although the smaller at
first, is described as the main river, and as passing Lahory
and Barajay Bunders into the sea; and this tallies exactly
with the name and information given to Major Rennell to-
wards the close of last century.

After all, the ancients, I believe, had a better idea of the
Delta of the Indus, than the writers of our time. Arrian says,
(I vi. e. 17-18.)  This realm the river Indus incloses, in
the form of the Greek letter A, and it is much larger than the
Egyptian province of that name. Near Patala the Indus di-
vides itself into two vast branches, both of which bear the same
name to the sea.” Of the correctness of the latter part of this
description I haveé deular demonstration ;. and the people de-
clare, that, although'the Bugehaur or Sitali, in which T am now
sailing, soon divides itself into branches, and disembogues its
waters chiefly at Wanyance ; yet, with a little difficulty, I could
reach Busta Bunder, and consequently the Luckput creek or
real easternmost branch of the Indus. Had modern geographers
known this, they might have spared themselves the trouble
of calling in the assistance of the Nulla Sunkra, to account
for Alexander’s coing down the eastern branch. There is

* The following memoranda were noted down on the Indus, 24th Janu-
ary 1828.
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kra, as far as I could ascertain, knowp the

no Nulla Sun and although some one of the

cesent day in Sinde; .
¢ill bear that appellation, > 8 | ’
Jast century, when it 18 eXpressly mentiopeg N

the treaty of partition between Nadir *Shl?h 1;)111:(11 t.he King o
Delhi, it must have been the Phuraun, .t e u. ailee, o the
and in that case we must either believe thyy the
e ruins in its neighbourhood, Bramy,

Verg
or, at all events, haq j; aboy

may s
the middle of

Pirsyaree ;
present Tatta, and th
bad, are not the site of the Patala of the Greeks, or that Aley.

ander went up the river from Tatta to enter and explore the
eastern branch of the Indus, of which there is neither an 4.
count nor a probability. Nothing is more perplexing thap, tp,
diversity of names, so common in eastern countries, which jg
to be attributed to the natives themselves, who have many
appellations for the same river, and who are constantly chang-
ing them like a matter of fashion.

Were we to suppose that the Macedonian hero navigated
the Bugghaur or Sitah, all the circumstances of his second
voyage down the Indus might be accounted for without draw-
ing too strongly on our belief.  The lake + in which he arriv-

* The following extract from the treaty of partition would almost Jead us
to believe that the Nulla Sunkra was the Phuraun or Koree River, the most
easterly branch of the | ndus, which, at its mouth, divides Sinde from Cutch.
* In consideration of the favour which no father shows to a son, and no
brother to a brother, [ ‘make over to him,(Nagir Shah, ) all the country 10
‘thc west of the river Attok; the water of Sinde, and the Nulla Sunkra, which
uflzl: braneh"of “the water of Sinde./ That is to say, &c. All their fields,
:lll utit,p::tcl: ";:('jw}f:;)ind ports, fr.om the first rise of the river Aftok, Wm;

ations, which the aboye said water and its severs

branches ¢
it ering (’.()ml)rthcuds. and surrounds gy far as the Nulla Sunkra, Wher
L empties itself ing, the sea, &c.»

t Arrian’s description of the |
ed as jt w;

I
ake would almost apply to the Runb, floot

sailec

sailed down the river, * When he had sail

e ame 084
HOW near the mouth thereof, he came

» Spreading wide over a flat countrys O

i y R . o, )C,lr
" from the adjacent parts, and making it 2P}
-~ VL ¢, 2().

addir:
]‘ddmonal streamg ﬂowing
ike 4 bay in ). sea.”
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ed abounding with fish, as Arrian says, mig
Supposed to be the present Luckput creek,
wide near the sea. We are told that after Passing the ]

he made three days’ journey * along the coast, ord:rinl)fa ai{le
to be dug as he went. Geographers have differed ab{:)uv:ixi:

entering Cuteh ; but supposing he landed near Narraensir
and marched, as Dr Vincent calculates, sixty miles, he mus;
)

have reached Sandan, in the Abbrassa, and passed through
the country now occupied by the villages of Bheyr Jackow
and Kotorah, all of which may be said, in consequence, to be
classic ground. The situation of Xylenopolis, + as laid down
in the maps of ancient geography, is nearer the site of the
modern town of Luckput, that is, further up the Creek or
Koree river, than Narraensir ; and if we believe that Alexan-
der landed there, and still performed a march of sixty miles,
he could not have proceeded further than Juckow Bunder.
It is not impossible that Patala may have been situated
where the modern town of Jerkh is placed, and in that case
Alexander may have navigated the Punjaree branch, which
passes by Bunna Laigpoor, Meerpore, and Mugrbhey, and
which also would have brought him to the Luckput creek.
It is worthy of observation, that I can gain no information of so
large a river passing from the Bhuggaur, and termed the Meet
Meecraun, as that represented in the quarter-master general’s
map ; and I am assured that at this season it 1s impossible to
reach M ugrbhey byany othier route by water; than by, the Pun-
jaree. This does not, however, offer any difficulty to Aleh:-
ander’s passing down it in August or September, as then' 1t
would be 2 very large river ; and the Residency Moonshee 1n-

. . at Tatta twenty-
formis me that he and his family embarked at Tatta t \
I —

ht reasonably be
which i ten miles

he travelled three days

L3 . : ith a party of horse,
“ Then going on shore with a party bays or crecks t0

. o ind an

along the sea coast to view it, and try if he could find any

secure his fleet from storms.”—I. vi. ¢ 20 . cable term certain-
T Xylenopolis means the city of woods; a most inapplici

ly, to the present Luckput and its vicinity.
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six years ago, and went down by this identical branch t¢ Cotg.
sir in the Luckput creek. I have not presumed to alter the
name given to it on the map, though I must add that the g,_
signation of Meet Meeraun, as applied to this river, is g4 far
as I could learn, unknown in Sinde.

There is no good reason, however, in my humble opinion, ¢,
doubt that Tatta is the site of the Patala of the ancient
Arrian says that the word ¢ Patala” corresponded wity
¢« Delta” in the Greek ; and there is certainly no part of the
modern Indus which deserves the name of a Delta but thyt
below Tatta ; nor can we suppose that Alexander or his fol.
lowers, who had seen the Delta of the Nile, would have de.
signated any of the branches higher up, which were all very
small at the season of the year he saw them, by such an appel-
lation. Further, as a proof of Patala not being higher up,
we are informed that Alexander, after leaving it, in his first
voyage down the Indus, followed the course of the right
branch (the modern Meyraun no doubt,) and that he had only
sailed four hundred furlongs or fifty miles, when his pilots
announced to him their appreach to the ocean; on hearing
which, it is said, he leaped for joy. The ascertained distance
from Tatta to the sea is eighty miles; and we can scarcely,
therefore, imagine that the pilots, with all their experience in
distinguishing the sea air, as stated in history, could have fore-
told the proximity of the ocean at a greater distance than thir-
ty miles. | The only argument against this opinion 1s, that the
tides affect the Indus to about sixty miles from its mouth,
and that the Macedonians ought, therefore, to have disco-
vered the ebb and flow, which amazed and alarmed them S0
much afterwards, lon;g before they were within thirty miles
of the sea. But it is not too much to believe that they Were
carried down by the current, then running four or five knot$
an hour, many miles without perceiving it; an occurrenc
which might happen to any navigator, particularly at the sed-
son of the year they were in Sinde, when the river i so much

enlarged ; and that they only became acquainted with the ap-
3
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tacle which the flow of
West monsoon, presented
nconsistent, from the faot
on shore, being ordereq to

those of the fleet ; but the very
he mouths of the Indus must have

him to remain always in sight of

palliﬂg phenomenon by the violent obs
the tide, accompanied with the south-
to their progress. This may appear i
of Leonatus, with a body of troops
regulate his movements by
nature of the country near t
rendered it impossible for
the ships.

It is a singular proof of the Superior correctness of the an-

cient geographers, that Arrian’s account of the chief mouth of
the Indus being about twelve miles wide, has been proved to
be strictly consistent with faet by modern discoveries ; al-
though Dr Vincent has taken great pains to expose his inaccu-
racy in this respect, which, he says, may mainly be attributed
to exaggeration, caused by fear. *

* ¢« And as itinow approached the'sea, the stream {appeared. enlarged to
two hundred stadia.””—ARRIAN.—‘* An exaggeration which no computation

1

of the stadium, no allowance for the overflowing of the river can justify !

—VINCENT.
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PRELIMINARY NOTICE.

TaE following < Sketch of the History of Cutch since

its connexion with the British Government” was compiled

from public documents some years ago, as a supplement to a

short history of that country by Captain Charles Walter,
and 1n order to gratify the curiosity of a few friends, who
expressed a strong desire to know something of the life
and proceedings of the Ex-Rao, Bhalmulgee, a state pri-
soner in Bhooj.  Not having Captain Walter’s papers at
hand to refer to, I have prefixed a short outline of the early
history of Cutch, which consists simply of extracts from
official reports by the honourable Mountstuart Elphin-
stone, lieutenant-colonel Pottinger, political resident at
Bhooj, and lieutenant James Holland, deputy-assistant
quarter-master genéral of the Bombay Army.

The following Letter, which has reference to the His-
torical Sketch of Cutch, may be inserted here :—

Bombay| Castley 22d A pril 1839.

(Poriricar DerarrMeNT, No. 526.)

Sir,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter, dated the 29th March, with a copy of one from Dr
Bul‘nes, and to request that you will convey to that oﬂi-.
¢er the thanks of government for the valuable s.ketch of
the recent History of Cutch which accompanied 1t.

K
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You will also be pleased to express to Dr Burnes the'
real satisfaction with which government observes public
officers devote their leisure to such objects of useful re.
search, and to acquaint him that his clear and concise ac.
count of Cutch will be brought to the notice of the Ho-
nourable the Court of Directors.—I have the honour to
be, &c.

(Signed) T. WiLLiamsoy,

Secretary to Government.

To THE REsipENT 1IN CuTCcH.
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five brothers, settled in Cutch

they acquireq the complete Sovereignty ; having

elled, or Subjected to

1 inhabitants, consist-
Ing of three distinct classes, Wagellas, Katties, and

Four or five generations after their(settlement,
the descendants of “the five brothers, assumed the
Name of J harejah, * derived from a leader of tle
tribe nameq J harrah, who set his descendants the
CXample of female infanticide, by putting to death
his Seven daughters in one day.

s iahs.
* Lieut. HoLLaND's Account o the Jharijaks
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Cutch continued tranquil under thejr sway for
many years, until the murder of Humeerjee, the
chief of the elder branch of the tribe, by ano-
ther Jharejah, named Jam Rawul. Khengarjee,
the son of Hameerjee, on the death of his father,
fled to Ahmedabad to seek the assistance of the
viceroy, who had married his sister; and this being
readily granted, a force was sent into Cutch to
reinstate him, as chief of the tribe, in his rights,
which had been usurped by the murderer of his
father.

On the approach of the viceroy’s army Jam
Rawul fled with his adherents to Kattiwar, and
founded the town of Nawanuggur, which is pos-
sessed by his descendants at the present day ; and
Khengarjee assumed the sovereignty of Cutch and
Moorvee in Kattiwar, with the title of Rao or
Rawul, A. D. 1549.

From the time of Khengarjee until that of Ra-
hiden, A.D. 1666, the succession continned accord-
ing to the law of primogeniture. Pragjee, the third
son of theJatter prince, murdered his elder brother;
Jewajee, and the second brother, Nongaljee, hav-
ing died in the interim, Pragjee, on the death of
his father in 1698, ascended the musnud, to the
prejudice of his nephews, Kianjee, the son of
Jewajee, and Kallajee, the son of Nongaljee. '1.'0
the former he gave the command of Moorvee 111
Kattiwar, which his descendants still retain ; the
latter retired into the Ubrassa, and took possession
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of the principal towns i.n that district, Where his
descendants have ever since possessed the chief iy
fluence.

Pragjef% Was succeeded, in the year 1716, by his
so1, G‘tor.ejee,.a brave and enterprizing prince, who
had dlstl.ngulshed himself by his courage and con-
duct d.urlng the lifetime of hijs father, but whose
reign 18 not marked by émy occurrence of note : he
was succeeded by his son, Rao Daisul.

Rao Daisul ascended the throne, A. D. 1710. *
At no period was Cutch so respectable as during
his rule. Henot onlyrepelled four armies despatch-
ed from Ahmedabad by the emperor’s deputy, to
enforce the payment of tribute, but sent his troops
across the frontier, and established military posts
in Sinde, Parkhur, and Okhamundel, by which
steps he checked the predatory horse from the two
former quarters, and piracy at the latter.

He also took possession of various towns and
villages along the southern coast of the Gulf of
Cuteh, 'to whiéhThe laid, claith ,on account.of his
relationship to the Rajah of Moorvee; “and, not-
withstanding all- these expensive exXertions, ex-
clusive of many improvements he carried on in
his own territories, he died at an advanced age,
leaving a treasury well stocked with money.

The latter ten years of his life were embittered
by the unkindness of his son, the Prince Lacca,

* Lieut.-colonel POTTINGER’S Abstract.
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who threw him into confinement, and also hag his
celebrated minister, Sett Deokurn, assassinateq.

Lacca assumed the supreme authority about the
year 1745. The character and forms of the durbay
were entirely changed by the luxurious and extra._
vagant splendour that were introduced during his
reign, which lasted about ten years after the deceage
of his father. The advanced posts placed by Rao
Daisul in Parkhur and Sinde were driven out; and
his son, afterwards Rao Gore, rose in open rebellion
against him. _Of this period Captain Walter says,
“ The affairs of the state were left in the hands
of a succession of incapable ministers, from whom
the only qualification required was assent to every
plan, however disreputable or atrocious, which
could contribute to the Rao’s vanity or profusion.
Scenes of cruelty and oppression previously un-
known became frequent, &e.

Either two or three ministers were put to death
during this reign. Poonjah Sett, the son of the ce-
lebrated Deokurn Sett, minister of Rao Daisul,
was disgraced and dismissed ; and the Prince Gor-
gee retired to, and resided at, Moondrah for the
last seven years of his father’s life. ~Forces Were
frequently sent against him, but were invariably
unsuccessful ; and although none of the llejgll’
bouring powers attempted to invade Cutch in Rao
Lacca’s time, and his whole strength was there:
fore disposable, yet it was in vain exerted t0 sub-
due the rebellion headed by his own son in the very
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heart of his dominjopg. He also mage an abor

nd fort of Tera) in the
f Soomrajee J harejah, i
and obliged to retury to

Abbrassa, the patrimony o
which he was beaten off,
his capital discomfited.

On the death of Rao Lacca, his
son, in 1760, Gore, wag unanimously acknow-
ledged, although his father had tried to secure the
accession for one of hig numerous illegitimate chil-
dren. Poonjah Sett, as soon as he heard of Rao
Lacca’s death, hastened to Bhooj, in_the expecta-
tion of being made minister 5 but he was treated
with undisguised contempt and hostility ; and hear-
ing that a plot had been formed to assassinate him,
he fled to Sinde, and the situation he had aspired
to was filled by a distant relative of his own called
Jeewun Sett.

Cutch was invaded no less than four times by
the Sindians during this reign; and on each of
these occasions the country was desolated and
Plundered, although the invaders did not succeed
in forming a permanent)settlement.” /Two of the
inroads were headed by Gholam Shah Calora in
Person, and two of them by his son Surufraz
Khan. The former wished to compel the Rao to
give him his sister in marriage ; but after a t1°ez.1ty
had been entered into, in which this stipulation
stood as an article, it was evaded, and Gholam

an ’

only legitimate

Page # 150

i 1 -ontent .
Shah was glad, on his second invasion, to ¢

himself with the daughter of the chief of Khau-
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ker, whose family stood next in pretensions to thg
throne.

The inability of Cutch to withstand the powe,
of Sinde was clearly demonstrated by these eventy :
for although the Rao engaged mercenaries frop
the Nuwab of Rahidenpoor, the Jam of NuWanug_
gur, the chief of Moorvee, and others, yet even with
all this foreign aid, had it not been for Poonjah
Sett, (who first instigated Gholam Shah to the at-
tack, but afterwards repented and persuaded him
to return to Hyderabad,) it seems from all accounts
probable that the Cutch government would then
have been subverted. When the Sindians retired,
Poonjah Sett was made minister ; but soon after
the Rao presented him with his own hand with a
bowl of poison, and ordered him to drink it in his
presence, merely because he had recommended an
adherence to the articles of the treaty. His son
Deojee Sett accepted the office of minister about
three years subsequent to this, and likewise met
an untimely fate by poison. |

On quitting Cutch, Gholam Shah left a garrison
of 5000 men at Luckput Bunder, which was then
a petty town. He also proceeded to build an em-
bankment to prevent the waters of the Indus from
falling into the sea through the castern branch of
that river, which passes close to Luckput; and by
this unjustifiable act he converted a fertile plain,.
which yielded from rice cultivation a revenue of
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eight lacs of cories annual]

into a dreary salt marsh.

When (.}holam Shah died, his son Surufraz Khan
recalled his jcroops from Luckput, but, as before
stated, he twice after this entered Cuteh with a con-
siderable force, and devastated 2 great part of the
country before he quitted it.

The garrisons on the part of Cutch in Ballumba,
and other places, on the northern coast of Kattiwar,
were expelled by the dependants of the Jam about
this time ; and, instead of resenting these injuries,
or at least attempting it, the Rao gave up his whole
time and thoughts to the most unheard of cruelty
and sensuality. He kept a body of negroes about

his person, who allowed no one but the partakers
of his disgusting and depraved orgies to approach
him. At length the ladies of the durbar prevail-
ed on some of the principal officers to confine the
Rao ; and whilst he was under this temporary re-

Y to the Bhooj durbar,

straint, the whole of the negroes were either put
toldeathi, or fled te thefadjacent countries. The
Rao was so much irritated, that, on being released,
he proceeded to Mandavie in disgust, and there.())}c;-
cupied himself in building a ﬁn.e palace, which,
however, he never completely finished. ﬁ

After stating these facts, itis almost suplelt';l};(:tl;
to say, that Rao Gore was a cruel a.nd l{lom - C]; ai_
tyrant. Exclusively of the .l'eVOITCIHg mStl?:ndk e
ready detailed, he killed with his O:Vfldiscovered
brother Mansingjee, simply because 1€
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that he had obtained the favours of a female whg
had declined his visits ; and it is estimated that iy
the course of his reign, a period of nineteen years,
he sacrified more than thirty ministers to his rage
or rapacity. He left two sons, the prince Rahiden,
and Pruthiraj, commonly called Bhyjee Bawa, the
former of whom succeeded him.
Rao Rahiden began to reign in 1778, at the ear-
ly age of fourteen. His mother had appointed a
Lohana, by name Dewichund, minister; and it was
supposed, from the intercourse they afterwards car-
ried on, that her connexion with him had been
criminal, even during Rao- Gore’s lifetime.
Rao Rahiden had been accustomed from his in-
fancy to hear of and see scenes of bloodshed and
vice; and he quickly afforded proof that he was
a most apt scholar in such matters, and needed not
the dying exhortations of his father to revenge his
mother’s infidelity on the tribe (Liohana), to which
her paramour belonged. He very soon replaced the
negroes who had been turned out ordestroyed some
years§ hefore ; and with their assistance he put to -
death in one day the minister Dewichund, together
with his three brothers, and above two hundred of
their followers. |
A Banian minister was next set up under the aus-
pices of a negro jemidar, named Mecraj ; but these
ill-assorted authorities soon quarrelled. Parties ar-
ranged themselves on each side; and whilst the Rao
was indulged in the inner apartments with a few
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companions in deeds of abandoned Iygt and profl;-
gacy’ the palace was daily deluged with the blood
of those who were contending for his favour. Some
of the most desperate of the negroes were banisheq
and others put out of the way by poison, which, i;
is even asserted, the Rao himself mixed with th
food, to rid himself of their continya] importuniti

but those who remained of this clagg had inflye
enough to obtain the

eir
es;
nece

Rao’s order to destroy the Ba-

nian, which was done without delay in the public
durbar.

On hearing of these nefarious proceedings, many
of the district officers affected to consider them-
selves freed from all allegiance to Bhooj. Manda-
vie,however, and some other important places, con-
tinued obedient to the Rao ; who, having recently
adopted the Mussulman religion, resolved to force
his subjects to follow his example, which he deter-
mined to do by destroying all the Hindoo temples
and images. This mad project he first tried at Man-
davie;whither h¢ had gone for the'express purpose;
but the Brahmins and Banians, who form a large
portion of the population, opposed him, and threat-
ened, according to their mode of enforcing their
wishes, to commit “ traga” on themselves. The

Rao, to let them clearly comprehend how careless
he was of such denunciations, drew his sword and
wounded five or six of them, before his attendants
could seize his hand. He then gave directions that
the town should be pillaged ; an outrage which was
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happil revented » ric .
the ga}lr'rli)son to op:))ﬁszhbthzmiirsiiz;hants

gladly hastened to carry the Rao’s o :1) . \.Vho had

‘ : S orders into exe-

cution. In the meantime, the Rao Was himself ;
fgreat danger from the exasperated feelings of tht
inhabitants, who attacked him and hig escort, anq
obliged them to make a rapid retreat tq B};ooj-
where,as a compensation for the disappointment he’:
had met with, and the opposition offered to him gt
Mandavie, he adopted the plan of moving aboyt
the streets habited as a fukeer, and accompanied
by a body of his negroes, who put every man whomy
they met to death, unless he was able and willing
to repeat the Mahommedan creed.

It now became notorious that the Rao was de-
ranged ; and after two or three attempts to place
him under restraint, in which measure his brother
Bhyjee Bawa and the ladies of the palace concur-
red, he was seized by a body of troops which had
been secretly called in from Anjar. In one of the
various unsuccessful attempts made to secure his
person, which he constantly baffled through the
vigilan¢e_and [ferocity of |his negroes, the | then
minister Kotaree Waga, and above three hundred

156

bl'i bing

people, were destroyed in cold blood in one of the
palace yards, by the Rao and his desperate asso-
clates.

From this time the Rao was lodged in confine-
ment ; * but his brother Bhyjee Bawa being t00

* The honourable V. ELriuinstong’'s Minule.
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young to assume the direction of affairs, the 20-
vernment was conducted by twelve commanders
of mercenary troops, who appear to have been aJi
Mahommedans, and who were guided by the ay-
thority of Dhosul Vain, the principal member of
their own body.
Among these leaders was Futteh Mahommed,
a native of Sinde. This person appears to have
been endowed withi capacity and courage. Finding
the government of Dhesul Vain at once weak and
odious, he successfully intrigued with the troops,
with the ministers by whom the civil business of
the government was still conducted, and with
some of the Jharejahs ; until, in the year 1792, he
was enabled to expel Dhosul Vain and his col-
leagues, and to transfer the reins of government
into his own hands. He conducted the affairs of
Cutch with firmness and ability for ten years, un-
til Bhyjee Bawa, as régent, in whose name Fut-
teh Mahommed appears to have administered the
governmeht, became of age, and began,to feel the
hardship of his exclusion from the regency- Huns-
raj and the other ministers who were dissatisfied
with the predominance of Futteh Mahommed, avail-
ed themselves of this feeling ; and, seizing the op-
| portunity of a casual absence of Futteh Mahommed
from the capital, they carried off Bhyjee to Manda-
vie, of which Hunsraj was at that time in charge.
The wealth and respectable character of Hunsraj,
the junction of the other ministers, and the popular
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manners of Bhyjee, joined to the goodness of hig
cause, soon drew the majority to his party ; while
Futteh Mahommed was glad to abandon Bhooj,
and to compromise his claim to the administratiop
for the possession of the fort and dependencies of
Anjar.

The death of Bhyjee, which happened in 1802,
six months after the revolution, restored the as-
cendancy of Futteh Mahommed. Hunsraj was a
merchant, and his wealth and popularity were in-
sufficient to make up for the want of knowledge
and confidence in military affairs. He withdrew
to Mandavie, leaving Bhooj to be eaptured by Fut-
teh Mahommed, while Luckput Bunder, Moondra,
Bitta, and Seesagud, with their districts, remained
in the hands of independent chiefs, * who, although
three of them professed Mahommedanism, were all
close confederates of Hunsraj. These parties were
supported entirely by their mercenary troops, con-
sisting of Arabs, Sindees, and Mussulmans of Cutch.
The Jharejahs appear to have possessed but little
weight,and to have taken littleinterest in thestrug-
oles some remained at their forts entirely neutral,
others served the contending parties for pay ; and
although the Rao’s person was in the hands of
Futteh Mahommed, and Hunsraj had not evenl
the shadow of legitimate authority, the greatel

part of the Bhyaud were entertained in his ser-
/
* Mahommed Meyan Sotah, who enacted so prominent 2

part afterwards, was one of these.
4
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mily quarrels ; he besieged their

contributions on various pretenc
his treasury as to gratify hig revenge. His neces.
sities obliged him also tq Impose numerous ang
severe taxes and fines on the merchants and ryots ;
but although these proéeedings naturally created
general discontent, there seems to have been no at.-
tempt to form any combination against him. He
continued to govern the capital and the greater part
of the Rao’s territories, and to carry on depreda-
tions on the possessious of his rivals until his
death ; and the name of the “Jemidar” is now as
much respected in Cutch as that of any of the
Raos, his predecessors in authority. The death
of Futteh Mahommed took place in 1813 ;—it was
preceded by that of Hunsraj, and shortly followed
by that of Rao Rahiden.

As jlong as| Futteh Mahommed's plans were
atteﬁded with perfect success, he sef?ms to have
been as just and merciful as his situation al'u?} m(:
tives would allow him to be ,* but the. S.hgdltt(:e
check or misfortune excited his W;it};’ti‘;lslue of
annals of those days merely exhi \ ders, of
¢ivil wars, of assassinations, of public mlﬁldeec;, it
treachery, and of the grossest tyranny-

—_——

ior of Futleh
* Col. PorringeR’s Character of Ful

forts; he levied
€s, as well to fi]

Mahommed.
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was impossible, with the materials Futteh Mahon,.
med had to work upon, and the objects he had in
view, that it could be otherW1se 5 and although
we may admire his courage, his hberahty, the to-
tal want of any sordid feeling, and the consequent
poverty in which he died, yet we must abhor his
cruelty, his revengeful feelings, his perfidy when
it was necessary to his purpose, and the unsparing
manner in which he subjected the unhappy people
whom he professed to foster to the constantly
renewed horrors of a civil war of the most cruel
description, which he could only contrive to car-
ry on, by inviting into the country and enlisting
bodies of desperate mercenaries, whose pay always
amounted to considerably more than the revenue he
drew from the places subject to him. He was, in
one word, the despotic and remorseless leader of a !
band of plunderers; and if he showed a different
and better feeling by founding two or three towns,
building Luckput fort, and establishing a port at
Toonah, he did all these from his wish to rival,
and perhaps eventually to ruin, the chiefs'who held
places independent of .him in the neighbourhood
of these improvements.

He commanded in person four unsuccessful ex-
peditions against the fort of Luckput after it had
turned against him, and he laid waste the defence-
less towns and villages; butchering the inhabitants,
who had been forced by his desertion of them,
to submit to the chiefs opposed to him. They
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;n their turn retaliated on his partizans; and I have
myself been assured by some of the Poi.:ails of
yillages lying between Bhooj and. Mandavie, tha.xt
they have been pillaged and driven from their

pomes three times in one month by the troops of
the contending parties.
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SECTION 1II.

FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE BRITISH
CONNEXION, TO THE CONCLUSION OF THE
TREATY OF 1816.

We have now arrived at a stage in the history
of Cutch when its connexion with the British go-
vernment forms the chief part of the detail ; and
it is here necessary, before proceeding to relate the
consequences of the death of Futteh Mahommed,
to revert a little, in order to trace the various ne-
gociations which took place. At one of the periods,
1801-2, when Hunsraj, the governor of Mandarvie,
had gained a temporary ascendancy, he entreated
the assistance of| the Bomhay |government,(ih the
name of Rao Rahiden, for the purpose of allaying
the dissensions between himself and Futteh Ma-
hommed, which destroyed the peace of the country;
and, to obtain this mediation he offered to cede
Cutch to the Honourable Company, provided the
capital was reserved for the residence of the Rao,
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and arrangements were made for

t of his High ade for the future sup-
pol 1ghness.  During the next twe years
another proposal was received at Bombay to su}\ ,

idize a bod iti | o
SldeC " Wi’.O}f; British troops for the protection
oh . t°n:, l;C was followed also by a third a
short time after (1804), in which both Hunsraj
and Futteh Mahommed concurred.

But it was not the policy nor wish of the British
government to form any closer alliance with the
state of Cutch than what would merely gain for
its own subjects, and these of its allies, protection
against the unruly dependents of the Rao: and,
accordingly, the only agreements entered into with
the chieftains above-named, in 1809, were a provi-
sion for the suppression of piracy, which had been
carried on to a great extent from all the northern
ports; and another for the security of Kattiwar and
Guzerat, by a stipulation that no durbar troops
should cross to the eastward of the Runn or Gult
of Cutch. In return for these engagements, the

British government undertook to adjust the settle-

ment /6f sonde pecuniary claims made by the Bhoo)

durhai—on the Jaih of Nuwanuggur;.but declined
vy ¢ . [ ™ . B

to interfere further in the afiairs of Cutch t%mu

merely to warn the government of Sinde against

any attempt at the conquest of that country which
the Ameers had shown a disp

These arrangements, unfmftuna.tcly,
complish the object of the English go
The shores of Cutch continued to swarn

osition to effect.
did not ac-
vernment.

) with pi-
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rates, ?’VhO committed theirdepredations in the Most

audacious manner, and to the interruption of all

commerce. Sewiraj, the son of Hunsraj, who hag

succeeded his father in the command of Mandavie,

encouraged these outrages by conniving at the

escape of the most daring offenders; and furthep

added to the evil, by imposing a tax on all vessels,
not even excepting those furnished with Britisl,
passes, which entered the Gulf of Cutch. Several
of the Company’s cruizers were employed in check-
ing these piracies; butthey, nevertheless,increased
to such an extent that the Bombay government
at length resolved to send an agent to remonstrate
with the Mandavie authorities, as well as to ob-
tain payment of a sum of money due to the Ho-
nourable Company, and his Hiohness the Guica-
war, by Sewiraj Hunsraj.

The person selected for this purpose was Cap-
tain James M‘Murdo, a gentleman whose talents
and accomplishments fully qualified him for the
difficult task. A considerable marine force was
placed jat| his |dispasal,’and he was instructed to
collect information “respecting the haunts and
strength of the pirates ;—a duty which he accom-
plished often at great personal risk, and in a man-
ner highly satisfactory. This officer had been
but a few days at Mandavie when his penetratioﬂ
enabled him to discover that the pirates not only
received protection at that place, but were evell

permitted to remain unpunished under the 1mme-
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diate eye of Futtely Mahommed.
ed with property to a considerable
ing to Shah Darab, a prince of Cabill, was plun.
dered in the Gulf of Cutch, by a miscreant named
Nackwa Hussun, who carrieq his ill-gotten wealth
to Bhooj, where he wasallowed to squander it open-
ly in every kind of dissipation.

With Sewiraj Hunsraj, who satisfied all de-
mands, Captain M‘Murdo was able to come to an
amicable agreement ; but matters had scarcely been
settled at Mandavie, when his attention was strong-
ly attracted to Futteh Mahommed, who had now
also begun to show his disregard of the stipula-
tion of 1809. . Bodies of banditti from the pro-
vince of Wagur were daily permitted to cross into

A ship freight-
amount, belong_

Kattiwar, which they ravaged and laid waste. A
Sindee assassin of a British officer, (Captain Phelan,)
who had escaped from Nuwanuggur, was em-
ployed in the Bhooj durbar ; the notorious pirate,
Nackwa Hussun, with many others of the same
deseription, were-, publicly éncouraged to reside
in that capital; and,/as if all these’ violatious of a
sacred compact were insufficient, Futteh Mahom-
ned himself proceeded to lead a force across the
Rann into Parkur, and established a garmson. at
Santilpoor, with the avowed purpose of extendmg
his authority in that quarter.
These various infringements
Mot allowed to pass without 5
Stranee upon the part of Captain M

of the treaty were
a spirited vemou-
Murdo, who,
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having concluded his arrangements at Mandavle

had retired to Moorvee in Kattiwar, whence he
reminded the Jemidar of his engagements, ayg
urged him to maintain them. He called op him
to make restitution of the property of Shah Darab,

who had solicited the intercession of the Bombay
government, and insisted on the immediate syp.
render of the Sindee murderer and the pirate, as
the only means of removing a most degrading sus-
picion from Futteh Mahommed himself. Thr rough
this representation the garrison at Santilpore was
withdrawn, and negociations were in progress for
the punishment of the Wagur plunderers, &e.
when Futteh Mahommed died. Having thus sup-
plied the broken link, we now proceed to follow
the regular chain of the narration.

On the death of Futteh Mahommed, the go-
vernment of Cutch devolved quietly on his two
eldest sons, Hussain and Ibrahim Meyans. No-
thing could be more dissimilar than the charac-
ters of these young men. Ibrahim Meyan posses-
sed talent, courage, and energy, with the two last
of these quahtles in/excess ; although the younger
of the two, he had already taken an active part in
the affairs of the state ; and he had been entr usted.
with the command of the important fortress of
Kunkote in Wagur, while his brother, who was
understood to be of a weak, slow, and vacillating
disposition, had been retained at Bhooj under his
father’s own eye and direction. For some years
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pefore his death, Futteh Maho,

nmed had been
chiefly guided by the counsels of

Jugjeewan Meh-

arnest and dying

request that his sons woulg Pay respect and obe-

dience. The influence, however, of this individual
had given great dissatisfaction to many of thoge
who were connected by the ties of blood with the
Jemidar, and had not ouly been the cauge of much
jealousy to his sons, but had proved particularly
irksome to their mother, Jumalbhye, 2 woman of
~an intriguing disposition, much under the guid-
ance of Mahommed Meyan Sotah, the soi-disant
lord of Moondra, one of the most turbulent cha.
Tacters of the period, to whom she was nearly re-
lated. The angry feelings of these members of
his family on this account had required all Futteh
Mahommed’s decision to restrain them, and they
low broke forth with redoubled violence on his
death.— On hearing of that event, Ibrahim Meyan
Instantly returned from Kunkote, and, under ‘the
Pretence of assembling his friends to assist at the
Ceremonies of his father’s funeral, he invited Ma-
hommed Meyan Sotah, Malik Mahommed, Dos-
sul Vain, and other Mahommed officers, to Bhooj,
Where a party was immediately formed .against
Jugjeewan Mehtah, and a plan entered into for
putting him to death.
Hussain Meyan, Futteh Mahommed’s eldest
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son, does not appear to have been entrusteq fo the
full extent with the designs of these COnSpiratop .
either from an idea that he was partial to the in,-
tended victim, or that his timid and irresolute
character rendered him unfit, in their estimatiqy,
for any measure which required secrecy and (.
cision. The plot itself was discovered by the v;.
gilance of an Arab Jemidar, named Ahya, why
had obtained employment in the service of the
durbar, through the patronage of Jugjeewan,
and who, on hearing of his danger, came boldly
forward, together with his countrymen, and de-
clared their united intention of defending the
Mehtah’s life and property against all attack.
Matters had reached this crisis, when Rao Ra-
hiden died ; and an event occurred, which, from
its adding religion to the other causes of dissen-
tion, was calenlated to inflame the rage of the
parties to the uttermost. That unhappy prince,
who had long been confined on account of insanity;
among his other wild eccentricities, had always a-
fected a fiery zeal for the Mahommedan faith, and
had'even attempted, when not under personal ¢
_straint, to spread it by the sword throughout his
d.orninions. Latterly, his ravings had been €
tirely on the subject of religion ; he had adoptet
all the austerities of the most devoted enthusits
'fmd had left directions that his body should "*
mterred in a sipall mosque, which he had erects

ed for thig particular purpose within the pres
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cincts of the palace. A request of this nature was
too much in accordance with the religious preju-
dices of Ibrahim Meyan and his Mussulman asso-
ciates to be received with indifference. They lost
not a moment in preparing to give effect to it in the
most open and solemn manner ; and they had made
every arrangement for the funeral, according to
the forms prescribed by their creed, when Jug-
jeewan Mehtah, accompanied by four or five hun-
dred Rajpoots, forcibly seized the corpse and burn-
ed it with great display and ceremony, agreeably
to the customs of the Hindoos.

This proceeding had been adopted chiofly at the
instigation of the ladies of the palace, who viewed
the proposed interment in the light of a profana-
tion. Ibrahim Meyan and his party were either
too much taken by surprise, or had really not
power sufficient to prevent its completion, and the

ashes of Rao Rahiden were deposited with those
of his ancestors ; but it is almost needless to add,
thaf Jugjeewan Mehtah's condluct was esteemed by
the Mahommedans as an act of atrocious sacrilege;
and while it thus exasperated his enemies to the
utmost, and unfortunately excited against him the
oeneral feelings of 2 powerful and military c?ass
of the community, it had also the more fatal effect,
as will afterwards appear, of diminishing liis popu-
larity with the Arabs, lis recent dei'c:nders. In
this state of affairs, intrigues immediately comn-
mnenced regarding the succession to the throne,
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and were ‘carried on with all virulence of part
spirit for several weeks. Jugjeewan Mehtah ang
the principal Jharejah chiefs declared ip favour of
Ladoba, the lawful son of Bhyjee Bawa, and ne-
phew of the late Rao Rahiden ; while the Oppo-
site faction resolved to elevate Maun Sing, the sop
of that prince by a slave girl.

Both these competitors were young, and igno-
rant of state affairs. Either of the two would have
answered the general purposes of the Mahomme.
dan party, who merely wished to place a puppet
on the throne, that they might advanee their owy
lawless designs, under the cover of his name and
authority ; and Ladoba, from being the younger
and more legitimate, would in all probability have
been preferred, had not the private feelings of
Ibrahim Meyan interfered, and fixed the election
on his rival. To explain this circumstance, we
must enter briefly into the history of Ibrahim
Meyan. About two years before the period at
which we havearrived, that young man had formed
an attachiient for Kesser Bye, the sister of Maun
Sing, who, either from affection or ambitious mo-
tives, returned his regard, while her brother en-
couraged his stolen visits at the palace. The

‘intercourse between the lovers was exposed, by 2
Marwarry Jemidar, named Malum Sing, to Futteh
Mahommed, whose conducton this occasion evinced
the superiority of his character. A connexion
with the family of the Rao, now easily within his
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reach, would have added much to his personal
respectability, and might have been a sure means
of continuing his power to his descendants ; but he
disdained to purchase such an advantage at the
expence of his duty and his reputation, and not
only peremptorily forbade his son’s further visits
at the durbar, but forced him to leave the capital
and remain in Wagur. On his return to Bhooj
after his father’s death, Ibrahim Meyan renewed
his intimacy with Kesser Bye, dt whose entreaties
he engaged to support her brother’s pretensions,
to the exclusion of the lawful heir. Mahommed
Meyan Sotah received a bribe of 50,000 cories ;
and, by their united influence, Maun Sing was
raised to the throne by the name of Rao Bharra,
or Bharmuljee.

No opposition appears to have been made to this
election by the Jharejahs, many of whom remained
in their own possessions indifferent to the passing
events, while the others were either bribed to com-
Pliance, or afraidjto object., Rao Bharmuljee was
eighteen years of age when he ascended the throne.
His previous life had been passed in the gloomy
monotony of the palace, and his elevation made
but little change in his situation. Except on occa-
sions when he was required to appear in public as a
Pageant, he and his cousin Ladoba were alike kept
in strict confinement, where they are said to have
lived together in terms of the closest intimacy, a.nd
ven to have engaged in plans for the subversion
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of the influence of the Moondra chieftain, who, iy
the name of Hussain Meyan, soon possessed hiy,.
self of all the authority, and contrived to fill Bhooj
with his mercenary troops. All that two young
princes so situated were able to attempt, was not
likely to be effectual ; but the haughty and over-
bearing conduct of Mahommed Meyan Sotah at
length had the effect of rousing the slumbering
cnergies of Hussain Meyan himself, who, disgusted
at the little consideration which had been shown
him, privately abandoned the Mussulman party,
and made overtures to that headed by Jugjeewan
Mehtah.

Meanwhile the British governinent had, subse-
quently to the death of Futteh Mahommed, renew-
ed its application to Hussain Meyan, who, after
somenegociations, requested an agentshould be sent
to Bhooj. The person seleeted for this employment
was Ragoba Appa, a man of competent talent and
experience, with whom I have often conversed,
and who was directed to adopt the most concilia-
tory demeanour in hig imtercoursewith' the Cutch
government.  On his arrival at Bhooj, he found
the parties in the state just detailed, and Dby his
miterposition confirmed the renewed friendship
between the Mehitah and Hussain Meyan, both of
whom he found favourable to the object of his
mission.  T'he consequence of Ragoba Appa’s pro-
ceedings was a request to Captain M*Murdo, who
was still at Moorvee, to visit Bhooj, and a remou-

3
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strance to Hussain Meyan on the

art jee-
wan Mehtah, who, ag yet supporteg by ‘?lfi:ﬂii
and now inspired with confidence by the presence,
of the British agent, declared hig determinatioy,
not to serve the durbar jp any capacity till Ma.
hommed Meyan Sotah w

as dismissed. Hussain
Meyan summoned up resoluti

the Mehtah’s request ;
Sotah showed no re
attempted, by thre

on to comply with
but Mahommed Meyan
adiness to quit Bhooj, and even
ats and entreaties, to obtain an or-
der forbidding the approach of Captain M*Murdo.
Kinding, however, his efforts unsuccessful, he re-

tired to Moondra, in the greatest indignation

and
disgust.

Ibrahim Meyan, though equally hostile
to the measures which had been adopted by his
brother and Jugjeewan Mehtah, continued to lin-
ger at the capital, watching the: issue of events,
and sunk in a vortex of profligacy and intrigue.
Captain M‘Murdo was received by the authori-
ties at Bhooj with respect, and found Jugjeewan
Mehtah and Hussain Meyan apparently inclined
to be én the most andicable tefms-with the British
government. On the subject of Santilpore, which
became a matter of discussion, they excused them-
selves, by declaring that they considered the Cutcl?
durbar had a right to send _troopé to that place ;
the spirit of the treaty of 1809 bel.ng, as the«"’ l::::
derstood it, to prevent incursions into th‘e te,llllli(;
ries of the Honourable Company ?nle-t:quub of’
among whom they did not include the Nawz
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Rahidenpoore, towhom Santilpore belongeq, The
acknowledged that Futteh Mahommed had iyy; teq
the infamous Nackwa Hussun to Bhooj aftey hig
plundering Prince Darab’s property, but denieg
the value of the effects seized ; there being, ag they
asserted, nothing more than a few Persian opp,_
ments, which they professed their willingness ¢,
restore. 'The pirate himself, they admitted, wq;
in the service of Mahommed Meyan Sotah, frop
whom they agreed to demand him, and to deliver
him up to the British government for punishment,
They were further ready to give up the Sinde
assassin, provided he could be discovered in Cutch;
and they also confessed the justice of our demands
against Wagur, to chastise the plunderers of which
province they offered to send a force, and invited
Captain M‘Murdo to acecompany Iit. Hussain
Meyan freely acknowledged the imbecility of his
administration, and expressed his readiness to ac-
cept the mediation of the British government,
whose good offices, he said, he had before intended
to solicit.ih agsisting to settlerthe disturbed state
of Cutch, and to énablethim to place the resourte
of the country in the hands of legitimate authority:
In conformity with these proposals, whichy
though evasive in many respects, showed
proof of a desire to obtain the favour of the Eng-
lish government, the durbar applied to the Moot
dra chief for the surrender of the pirate Hussfm’
and Hussain Meyan marched, 12th April, with

4

some
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3900 men lnto. Wagur, whither he wag accompa-
nied by Captfun M*Murdo. Mahommed Meyan
S.otah.’s laconic and cavalier reply to the applica-
tion just alluded to, will demonstrate the temper
of that chief, as well as his regard for truth—the
pirate having been actually seen in his employment
at the very time his letter was written—and his
respect for the government of Cutch. It was in
these terms : “ You mention the English M‘Murdo
is arrived, let me know what he communicates.
The Nackwa Hussun is at Curachee.” * On the
advance of the above force into Wagur,many of the
chieftains repaired to Hussain Meyan’s camp, and
submitted to his authority. He established garri-
sons at Palanswa Rapcor, &c. and the province
ostensibly returned to a state of order ; but, as his
means were too limited to secure an effectual and

permanent tranquillity, he shortly after returned
to Bhooj, and Captain M‘Murdo proceeded to

Kattiwar, perfectly satisfied of the inability of the

1011 i ; restrain their trouble-
reigning powersjn Cutch to restrain t

some.dependents. ‘1
During this interval, [brahim Meyan, although

he had accompanied the Wagur expedition, ha(:
continued a member of the Moondra party, au.(‘
had never ceased to upbraid and condemn llus
brother for his adherence to what he termed the

oturn of the latter to
British interests. On the return _
e e shed himself at Kun

the capital, Ibrahim establi o

—

% A port in Sinde.
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kote, and encouraged the Belah and other Plun.
derers of Wagur by every means in his Power ;
finally, he declared open war against hig brothey
and the Bhooj authorities, and, together wity As.
aran Sa, a troublesome and turbulent character‘
with whom he had allied himself and Mahommed
Meyan Sotah, committed extensive depredationg
in the district of Anjar, and forcibly took posses.
sion of the durbar, town, and fort of Futteh Ghyd,
While the eastern side of Cutch was thus a prey
to rapine and disorder, Mandavie was also the
scene of contention and bloodshed. Dhosul Vaiy
and Malik Mahommed, at the instigation of the
Moondra chieftain, made an attempt to wrest it
from Sewiraj Hunsraj, their employer, but were
detected and defeated. Civil war raged with all
its fury ; nor had the durbar any means to check
or suspend its horrors. Three or four distinct fac-
tions divided the country, all of whom joined only
in one object, the plunder of the labouring and
peaceable classes, who were reduced to beggary
and starvation by thieiFuhanifold extortions. | | The
Wagur handittj, seizing the opportunity, extend-
ed their ravages both at home and abroad. SiXty
villagres belonging to the Guicowar and PeishW?
mn Kattiwar, had now been destroyed 3 and a8 no
cflectual meang were taken to ]m:vcnt ghese ont”
rages, the British Lovernment :1( length illtillmml
that their troops, and those of their allies, woul

[l 2 ) - : . ’ . » llzl‘
o longer be restrained from following the

]
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rauders tf) their own haunts ip Wagur; that
the Bhooj .dm’bar would be liable to t’fle cilarol':s
of the equipmt.ent of the force to be so employ:d .
and that certain instalments due to hiis Highnes;
the Rao by the Jam of Nuwanuggur, would be
| applied to the indemnification of the losses already
sustained. This intimation on the part of the
English government, added to the successes of the
Moondra party, which Hussain Meyan had no
power to combat, produced a powerful effect on the
weak and timid character of that chief. After some
vacillation,heat lengthdetermined to throw himself
on the mercy of his brother, to whom, through
the influence of their mother, he was reconciled ;
and Cutch became once more at the disposal of
men inimical to any thing like British influence ;
as proofs of which, the promise formerly made,
that the pirate HHussun, who was now a prisoner
at Bhooj, should be delivered up, was disregarded
—the Sinde murderer was openly retained in the
service of Ibrahim Meyan—and he and his party

adopted every means in their power to show their
ng the claims which had been

indifference respect
preferred. ]

The reunion of the brothers was a preluce to a
cruel and barbarous tragedy. Jugjeewan Meh-
tal’s habits of business rendered him at ﬁ;:tnlclees‘
cessary to them as a minister ; but };lsb((:erf o
against the party now in POwer - resolution
grievous to be forgiven ; and the former ¥

M
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of assassinating him was soon renewed.  His po.
pularity with the Arabs had been for some tiny,e
gradually on the decline. Most of them, in fact,
had incurred large private debts to him, besideg
receiving considerable advances of Pay from him as
a public servant of the durbar, and they now view.
ed him only in the light of a creditor from whose
importunities they were anxious to be relieved.
Under these circumstances, a confidential agent
from Ibrahim Meyan, found no great difficulty in
corrupting the popular Jemidar Ahya ; and the
whole Arab body finally consented to withdraw
their protection from Jugjeewan, in consideration
of an acquittance of all sums of oney which had
been advaneed to them from the public treasury,
and a present of 6000 cories to each of their lead-
ing officers. These proceedings were carried on
with the most profound secrecy s and it is but cha-
rity to suppose that Hussain Meyan was not made
acquainted with them until too late to prevent
their fatal effects. The ill-fated object of the con-
spiracy himself|did noténtertain the slightest sus-
picion of his danger, till the designs of his enemies
were ripe for execution, and he saw his residence
suddenly surrounded and attacked by a body of
armed men under the command of Ibrahim Meyan
in person, and Jaffeer Sotah, the brother of the
Moondra chief. The presence of two such leaders,
whom Jugjeewan had always known to be the
most inveterate of his foes, could leave not a mo-
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ment's doubt o bg yy; d as to ¢, Ntenti
assailants. Ip despalr, therefo o s of th

sons to plead for hijg life.

service, named Ibrahim Seedee
and in whose honour J ugj

eewan believed he coulq
repose confidence,

having volunteered to become
Security for the maintenance of the pledge, and

éven to escort him in safety to the presence of
Hussain Meyan, the unfortunate (Melitah went
out into the street without hesitation, and accepted
his protection. He was then conducted amidst
great tumult and confusion, to the gate of H.us-
Sain Meyan’s residence, where he was appealing
to the populace’ and imp]orjng his persecutors to
“Pare his life, when Ibrahim Meyan appeared at
2 Window, and, scornfully taunting hin? .VVlth halvt-
Ing trieq to sell his country to the British, ex:mi
ingly ordered him to be dispatched; a comm
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which was instantly executed by' Jaffeer Sotal,
and his attendants. ‘

Early in the morning of the same day, Ray,.
chunder Mehtah, the brother of J ugjeewan, or 20~
ing to pay his usual respects at the durbar, haq
been entrapped and strangled by order of Ibrahiy,
Meyan, who alleged that he had commitgeg suicide,
Another brother, the sole remaining member of
the family, named Kooberjee, who had long been
in declining health, and who was probably spared
by the assassins on account of his utter helpless-
ness and insignificance, having witnessed the ruin
of his house, defermined not to survive it, and a
few days after, caused himself to be buried alive,
agreeably to a custom sometimes adopted by Brah-
mins, of invoking the vengeance of the Almighty
upon those who have oppressed them. The bloody
work of the conspirators being completed, the
Mehtah’s house was given over to the pillage of
the soldiery, and the most valuable part of his pro-
berty wasi confiscated. to the state, or rather to the
private use of Hussain_and Ibrahim Meyans, who
took the administration of affairs into their own
hands, assisted by Mehtahs Wullubjee and Luck-
madass. Jugjeewan Mehtah Lad been much re-
spected at Bhooj, and his murder, under such cruel
and afflicting circumstances, excited great disgust
among the inhabitants. Hussain Meyan had taken
no active or open part in it; and the odium ap-
pears chiefly to have fallen on Mahommed Meya!
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Sotah, and his brother J affeer,
Moondra, in order tq escape the
tion, as well as from ga feqr that th
ment would interfere.

The ferment occasioned by these tragical events
had scarcely subsided when Ibr

suddenly called to the tribun
swer for his offences,

who retired to
popular indigna-
e British govern-

ahim Meyan was ay
al of Heaven to an-
He had, in concert with his

brother Luckmadass,and other associates, appointed

a public day, in order to bestow rewards and dis-
tinctions on his officers, and particularly on those
who had assisted him in the murder of J ugjeewan
Mehtah ; and the whole assembled in great state
at Hussain Meyan’s residence for the purpose.
Amongst others who presented themselves, in the
hope of obtaining netice, was Malum Sing, the
Marwarry Jemidar, formerly mentioned as having
betrayed Ibrahim Meyan’s intrigue with Kesser
Bye to Futteh Mahommed, and who now urged
a claim of many years’ service to the durbar for
prefermerit. | Ibrahim Meyan, whose feelings to-
wards the man may_be readily coneeived, repulsed
him with scorn, and the grossest abuse; W%li(:h t.he
Marwarry immediately resented, by stabblnlg‘ hm;
mortally on the spot. The scene that fol (?W.fli(

may be imaeined. Hussain Meyan horror-struck,

’ S ictim, rushed with

and expecting to be the next victim, ot their
Luckmadass into another apartm eut; b dless

apprehension was soon proved to be groundless,

; .t in pieces, and
for the assassin was jnstantly cut m ]
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it was never discovered that he had any confede.
rates.

It is generally understood that Malum Sing
went to the levee expressly for the purpose of cop,.
mitting the murder ; and this opinion is support-
ed by the fact of his having carried the Weapon
with which he perpetrated it carefully concealeq
under his clothes into the assembly. He had just
before been relieved from duty at the palace, anq
he was supposed by many to havebeen instigated by
the Rao; but Bharmuljee,who was then only about
eighteen years of age, had previouslyshown no evi]
disposition; nor does there seem any good reason
for adding this additional sin to his load of crimes,
Persons who were well acquainted with the cha-
racters of the parties, and who were eye-witnesses
of the transaction, do not attribute it to the pro-
vocation that was given at the moment ; and Ibra-
him Meyan’s death may probably be referred to
his having engaged in an intrigue with a female
connected with the Marwarry Jemidar, whose re-
venge was no doubt sharpened by the insults|that
were oftered to him’ Ibrahim Meyan had not
attained the age of twenty-five years when he was
assassinated. From his depraved habits, and total
want of principle, it is scarcely to be supposed
that his death would be regretted ; but as he was
a young man of great liberality, personal bravery;
and address, and the only one of his family who
inherited any portion of the talent of his father

S
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the old friends of Futtep Mahommeq bewailed hig
loss, as that of the representat;

worthy, of their J emidar, g
diate ruin of hig house, w
from a knowledge of the
had prophesied woulg no

The murder of hijg bro
consternation in Hussajin
to distinguish betw

nd foresaw the imme-
hose power he himself,
haracters of hjg children,
t long survive him,

ther excited the greatest
Meyan’s mind. Unable
een friends and enemies, he

resigned himself almost to despair, and, with the

timidity natural to lLis disposition, remained shut

up in his house, guarded by the Arabs. His sus-
picions at first fell upon the Rao, whose palace he
ordered to be attacked : and although his High-
ness solemnly protested his innocence, a body of
Arabs were permanently stationed in the durbar
while,in order to guard against future conspiracies,
the Marwarry soldiery in Bhooj, amounting to
two or three hundred men, were either massacred,
or expelled from Cutch. All these events created
a great sensation throughout;the country. ( The
gates of the capital were kept closed for many
days, and scarcely any communication took place
among the inhabitants. Hussain Meya.n’s feftrs
rendered him perfectly incapable of acting W.lth
calmness or propriety ; and the government l?glng
Without any efficient head, the Arab J emlqars
USurped the whole authority, and for a ShO.l‘t time
®onducted the affairs of the state, levying for
their own use heavy fines and contributions. But-
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chow, Chowbaree, and Rhapoor, with several otle,
towns, taking advantage of the imbecility of the
government, declared their independence of Bhoo;
and even e'n‘p.plied for the support and protectiori
of the British. After a time Hussain Meyan
who had never dared to appear in public Sincg:
the assassination of his brother, sent to implore
the assistance of Mahommed Meyan Sotah ; who,
well aware, however, of his unpopularity, decliy.
ed visiting Bhooj on the plea of sickness, but aq.
ded to the troubles of the country, by directing
his retainers to plunder in every direction. Dur-
ing this state of affairs, the Wagur freebooters
continued their depredations, and the British go-
vernment again reminded Hussain Meyan of their
claims. His personal apprehensions, and the weak-
ness of his administration, made him now rea-
dily grasp at any chanee of support; and he wil-
lingly offered to send an agent to adjust all diffe-
rences.

But the incapacity of Hussain Meyan for go-
vernment, and the despicable nature of his cha-
raeter, had of late become but too apparent. The
troubles he had dnflicted 'on the country were now
so grievously felt, that the respectable part of the
community determined to be relieved from a chief,
at once odious and contemptible ; and the tide‘
of popular opinion turned entirely in favour_ of
Rao Bharmuljee, who had secretly been carryl's
on negociations with Sewiraj Hunsra] and the
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principfﬂ J hal‘ejahs. Deputies SO0
Mandavie, €XPressiy
rities ther

' idars hag in vaip
attempted to mspire w;
to the current ;

gave him g grant of Apj

ghud, and Kunkote,
an hon()rary dress, 0 Anjar, whji-
ther he w all the Arap mercena-

sovernment would ‘on
permit to remain at Bhooj. By these

Measures all opposition being terminated, the keys
of the city were delivered, with every formality, to
Rao Bharmuljee, who appointed Sewiraj Hunsraj
and Ascaran Sarhis ministers ; and the country,
for the present, was restored to 'quietness. |
The British government had awaited the issue
of*events at Bhooj, in the hope that a restorz%tl(‘)n
of legitimate authority would lead to an {ld(]llb.t':
ent of their demands. They now renewe'd. the-lll_
application to the Rao, and e)fpl'GSS‘ed }tIh“}lm:: .
lingness to receive envoys from his Hig : 1;0“:
but the measures of this prince soon éhou‘fe( -
verse he was to the establishment of a gooc

S accompanied by
ries, none of whom the new
-any account
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derstanding. The Cutch durbar had not hitherto
been absolutely identified with the plunderers of
Wagur'; but Bharmuljee settled the question, by
openly complimenting Sirmanya, the most noto.-
rious of these, with a dress of honour; and he also
adopted the violent step of compelling the agent of
Captain M‘Murdo to quit Bhooj, under the evasive
pretence that he would employ Soonderjee Seojeé,
a horse-contractor for the Honourable Company at
Mandavie, as the mediator with the British go-
vernment.

The tranquillity of Cutch was of short duration.
The hereditary chieftain of Kunkote suddenly
surprised that town,and expelled Hussain Meyan’s
garrison ; Sewiraj Hunsraj and Ascaran Sa quar-
relled before six weeks had elapsed, and the latter
left Bhooj to join Mahommed Meyan Sotah, who
had raised the standard of rebellion at Moondra,
and was collecting troops from every quarter.
The country was once more involved in faction
andsconfusion. | The Rao assembleds a, force and
moved against Moondra, which he invested, at the
same time compelling theauthorities there to listen
to terms. Mahommed Meyan Sotah engaged to
surrender his town at the end of one month, pro-
vided his Highness would immediately withdraw
his army, and, in proof of his sincerity, he delivered
up his brother,Jaffeer Meyan, as a hostage; butbe-
fore the stipulated period had elapsed,Jaffeer Mey-

an contrived to escape to Moondra, and assisted his
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Assumbia, whose town he destroyed, and o, whose
family he imposed a large fine, gave great disgust
to the whole of thege noblemen, Unpopular ag
the Rao wag in his own dominions, his ministers
determined to rajge him enemies from abroad.
A British and Guicowar force hag been ordered
to reduce Jooriah in Kattiwar, and Sewiraj Huns-
raj openly supplied the rebellious authorities of
that place with assistance and ammunition.

The easy and. unexpected reduction of J goriah
embarrassed the ‘Cutch government ' much, ‘and
Opened the Rao’s eyes to the danger of ‘his I’f'”"ee‘l'
ings. He consequently determimjd, if possd')‘lct,\ltlo
Mmake hig peace, even thus late, “;l‘th tlh.e‘ fle i:bh;
and to atone for his offences. \.‘ ‘Fh t l;b Waour
dlmounced his intention of I’um‘.ghu.lé.; t:‘eth a ;':)r-
banditti, and marched into that d‘StrlIL{th‘;]l)uor, and
midable ar my. He reduced PlaIlSW;" the notorious
Kanmeer, and likewise put to death
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plunderer Sirmanya, whom he had before encou.
raged and rewarded ; but it soon became evident
that these measures had their origin in fear, not
inclination, for he did not remain absent from
Bhooj longer than fifteen days, and no effectual

steps were taken to prevent the future incursions

of the freebooters. It would almost appear that

Sirmanya had been killed by chance, or contrary
to the Rao’s wishes, as he dismissed his family,
equally atrocious as himself, with promises of pro-
tection.

Rao Bharmuljee’s presence in Wagur suspended
for a short time the operations of the banditti ; but
he had scarcely withdrawn his force, when their
depredations were renewed with redoubled vigour.
Captain M‘Murdo’s own camp was attacked, and
much injury sustained by him personally, in the
neighbourhood of Moorvee. In the space of a
few months, one hundred and thirty-six villa-
ges in Kattiwar had been plundered, forty thou-
sand head of cattle had been carried off, and pro-
perty to the| amount of eight lacs, of rupees-da-
maged-and ‘destroyed: “In addition ‘to “all this,
an expence had heen incurred by the British and
Guicowar governments of above ten lacs of rupees
in equipping troops to check these unwarrantable
. proceedings. Forbearance had been misconstrued
by the Bhooj durbar into inability ; and, as it was
now certain that the Rao either wanted the power
or the inclination to control his unruly subjects,
Captain M‘Murdo was instructed to make a spe-
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cific demand of compensation fop the

: past, and a
guarantee against future Incursions,

together with
> and satisfac-
I'itiSh govern-
so long delayed, under frivolous
to send an envoy to settle all disputes,
for the offensive manner in which the
native agent had been forced to leave Bhooj. To
these points an explicit answer was to be required
within a given period; and in order clearly to
evince the intentions of the allied governments,
an army composed of British and Guicowar troops,
under the command of Colonel East and Wittul
Row Dewanjee, was ordered to advance at the same
time to the border of the Runn.

Bharmuljee permitted the specified period to e-
lapse without sending ariy answer to these demands,
although, a few days after, he addressed a letter to
Captain M‘Murdo, couched in the most general
terms, and,without any allusion whatever to the
articles in question. C!In consequence of this eva-
sion, the combined troops crossed the Runn at
Venasir, and advanced to Wandiah, the chiet of
which, and many others, immediately threw them-
selves on the mercy of the allied governments.
Proposals had previously been made by thf" Man-
davie and Moondra authorities, both of which }.1ad
10w thrown off their subjection to Bhaml‘fllllJe.e,
and with them Captain M‘Murdo lost 10 tlmellr;
€ntering into a communication, in order to preven

the surrender of Sirmanya’s children
tion for the insults offereq to the B
ment in having
pretences,
as well as
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a reunion wi ‘bar.
to the Rao e::;)::lseqiiil;g 1ea I?ilad.d ressed a lettey

. > sing ger desire that Matterg
might be amicably settled, and still begging agents
to be sent for the purpose. To the Principal Jhare.
jahs he issued proclamations calculated tq inspire
then.l with confidence, and explanatory of the jy,.
tention of the British government, which, he asgup-
ed them, was resolved neither to interfere with
their domestic concerns, nor to disturb their re.
pose, so long as they remained quiet in their own
domains, but merely, and amicably if possible, to
obtain from the Cutch durbar satisfaction for the
indignities which had been received, indemnifica-
tion for past losses, and security against future de-
predation. The most prudent measures were taken
to prevent any interference with the inhabitants
and villageson the line of march; and, by the time
the force reached Butchow, the people had re-
covered their confidence, and supplies were readily
afforded.

Meanwhile Rao Bharmuljee had taken no ef-
fectual means, either by assembling a force, or by
negociation, to prevent the advance of the British
army. He had hoped that some assistance would
be afforded him by the Ameers of Sinde ; but the
Bombay government had taken the precaution
of previously explaining its intentions to their
Highnesses, and had expostulated with them
against any interference with the affairs of Cutch.
As the crisis approached, he made an attempt to
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er into such a treaty
is government ; but
entirely changed from the

most treacherous and cow-
ardly acts that ever was recorded. On the arrival

of the army at Bheemasir, it was discovered that
a large quantity of wheat, and it is sald arsenic,
had been thrown into the tank on which the
troops chiefly depended for water; and informatjon
was at the same time received that all the wells
in the direction of Bheoj weére poisonéd infa simi-

as would meet the wishes of L
this arrangement was

detection of one of the

lar manmner. © Although suspicions at first attached
to Rao Bharmuljee, it was soon ascertained that
the perpetrators of this atrocity were .horsemen
from Anjar, and that the more immediate agent
was Hussain Meyan. Under these circumstan-
ces, it became clear that the army ought not .to
proceed without due caution ; and as such a dis-
position had been evinced, it was necessary, as a
temporary measure, to take possession of some
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post, that would secure a constant Communicatioy
with the friendly shores of Kattiwar. Hussaiy,
Meyan was accordingly called on to permit t},
occupation of Anjar, and its tributary fort of
Toonah, on the sea side, by a British garrison ;
but as he objected to this proposal, the force ad-
vanced, and a battery was erected against Anjar,
which did not surrender until a breach had been
rendered practicable. Hussain Meyan was allowed
to remain unpunished, and has since lived in ob-
scurity at Moorvee, chiefly on the charity of the
Bhooj durbar.

On the reduction of Anjar, which was imme-
diately followed by that of Toonah, Captain
M‘Murdo again addressed the Rao, explaining the
cause and mecessity of the measures which had
been adopted, Iassuring him that the forts would
only be held in trust till an accommodation should
be concluded, and again urging him to send agents
for the settlement of all disputes. On the day
after the surrender of the towns, Mahommed
Meyan |Sotah made\liis' subniission in |person at
the British camp, and letters were received from
the Rao, and Sewiraj Hunsraj, of a conciliatory
nature.

Under the impression that Bharmuljee’s occu-
pation of the throne was considered an usurpation
by the chiefs and inhabitants, as well, perhaps, as
from some regard to the rights of leg'itil'nac?f,
Captain M*Murdo had been instructed to ascertain



www.drpathan.com Page # 192

HISTORY OF CUTCH. 193

the feelings of the Jharejahs towards Ladoba, and
if these were favourable, to enter into a treaty
with that prince as the lawful Rao of Cutch. No
disposition unfavourable to Bharmuljee was, how-
ever, evinced in any quarter, and it consequently
only remained to commence the necessary nego-
ciations with him.

It was only on the arrival of the British army
at Lackoond, within a few miles of the capital,
that agents arrived from Bhooj expressing the
willingness of their master to agree to the pro-
posed terms. The Rao then delivered a bond with
the security of the principal J harejahs for t\'Venty
lacs of rupees in payment of all demands, beeldes a
promise of two lacs of cories as a yearly trlbtl’ee;
and after several negociations, a treaty of amity
and alliance was concluded between the govern-

of which the principal articles, indepeed-
past, and security
the

ments, -
ently of the compensation for t] of
against-future, depredations, ol the pex educe
durbar, were an engagement on our part '501:i "
Wagur, &c. to the subjection of the Rao, .a’tlo the
cession of the city and district of AT;JmC"ptain
British governme“ta in virtue of wluclll, ctu d
M‘Murdo remained at that place as colle

resident in Cutch.
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SECTION III.

FROM THE CONCLUSION OF THE TREATY Of
1816, TO THE CONCLUSION OF THE TREATY
OoF 1819.

T'HE terms of the new treaty were highly advan-
tageous to the Rao Bharmuljee. His title to the
throne, however dubious, was now acknowiedged
by the only power in India which could give it sta-
bility ; Wagur was reduced under subjection by
the British troops in the course of a few weeks;
and a yearly assessment in his name, as lord
paramount, was laid on its chiefs at the rate of
forty cories for every plough. The refractory au-
thoritiés of Mandavie, Moondra, Seesaghud, But:
chao, &c. seeing the aspect of affairs, at once sub-
mitted ; and Bharmuljee found his country for the
first time free from open faction, and himself i
undisputed sovereignty.

Of the twenty lacs of rupees claimed in name of
indemnification and expenses, the British gover"”
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ment shortly afterward ; :
" tion, amounting to abovse iigﬁtt;i ""t}"lelr. own por-
] ndred-thousand
together withthe yearly tribute of twolacs of cori ’
a liberality which at first equally surprised and 32:
ligh.ted the Rao,. who found no great difficulty in
raising the remaining balance by fines on his refrac.
tory chieftains, and demands, under the tjtle of vo-
luntary contributions, from those who had long en-
joyed the revenues of the country. Mahommed
Meyan Sotah was the only one of these who declared
his inability to afford pecuniary assistance; but the
Bhooj government eventually found means to ob-

tain from him nearly six lacs of cories.
Tranquillity being thus restored in Cutch, the Bri-
tish troops, with the exeeption of a small garrison
stationed at Anjar, evacuated the country ; and the
durbar was left free to adopt its own measures.
Luckmadass Wullubjee, already spoken of as the
confederate of Hussain Meyan, became minister,
with the assistance of Nuthoo Mehtah ; and the
military advisers‘of the Rao were Jharejahs Noug-
hunjee of Vinjan, and Pragjee of Kotree. None

of these men were favourably inclined to the Bri-

nor could much confidence be re-
_ Luckmadass,

though a

tish interests,
posed in them in any point of view
a4 proud and narrow-minded Brahmin,
man of talent, had been accused as an accessary

In the murder of Jugjeewan Mehtah, and J harejah
‘aithless and treacher-

Pra 3 s ey to bei
gjee was known ver, he found

ous. Luckily for Bharmuljee, howe
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an able and sincere adviser in his sister Kessey
Bhye, a young lady who is said to have possessed
considerable ability, and who, for a time, was able
to guide his conduct by the maxims of prudence and
moderation.

The British interference in Cutch had given
great offence, and occasioned much apprehension
to the Ameers of Sinde, whose jealousy and fears
were not allayed by the repeated explanations
they had received from Bombay. They immedi-
ately despatched messengers to Bhooj, ostensibly
to negociate the payment of a sum of money due
at Hyderabad by a merchant of Luckput, but, in
reality, to intrigue with the Rao ; and represented
the circumstance of cur having sent a force into
Cutch, in the most exaggerated light to their so-
vereign lord Mahmood Shah, the king of Cabiil,
whom they entreated to remonstrate with the su-
preme government of India. Intelligence was
soon after received at Bombay of preparations for
the agsemblage of \a force at Shikarpoor 3 and vari-
ous rumours were afloat of 'the march of. the Af-
ghaun army towards Sinde. But the Sindian am-
bassadors, on their arrival at Bhooj, soon divulged
their real object. They represented to the durbar
the danger of forming a connexion with neighbours
80 powerful as the British ; and they even went so
far as to insinuate that, in case of necessity, the
army of the Ameers was at the disposal of Rao Bhar-
muljee. No means were left untried to break upthe
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Cutch government, fortunately

atever may have heen its real
feelings, was proof against their solicitations :

the vakeels returned to Hyderabag without h;vigg
gained any apparent object.

The mission from Sinde to the Bhooj durbar
was soon followed by a remonstrance from the
king of Cabll himself to the governor-general of
India ; in which, after eXpressing his conviction,
that the invasion of the Rao’s territories was un-
sanctioned by his lordship, his Majesty proceeds
to claim for himself an unknown and never-before.
heard-of, sovereignty over Cutch, andto require the
renunciation of all interference with that country
as a component portion of the Afghaun dominions.
A letter from the vizier Futteh Khan, which ac-
companied the king’s communication, was still more
explicit. It stated, that “ news at this time has
been brought to the royal feet, that some Ferin-
gees of the English tribe, having more boldness
thay diseretion, haveshown a disposition to ereate
disturbance, and have extended the hand of en-
roachment to the country of Cutch, which is the
frontier district of the royal dominions. On hear-
g of this, the mind of his majesty was disturbed
With anger, and his royal mandate was issued, that
letters should be despatched to all the Nazims of
the Provinces of the kingdom, enjoining them to
be Prepared, and to expect the receipt of fur‘ther
rders.”  The vizier proceeds to say, that, © if the

alliance ; but the
for itself, and wh
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Pe?ple In question should not be restrained, apq
if Intelligence of a similar occurrence shoy]q again
reach the king, that two lacs of Dooranies and
Elats, four dustahs of Emackg and Tymoorias,
Huzarahs as llumerous as ants an( grasshoppers,
the tribes of Ghilges, and Andarees, anq Tonkas,
and Makoos, and Khookhanies, ang Kohistanies;
the armies composed of the Khusselbashees,
Moghuls, ang Kanwaries, and Toorkalans,
Shurnwaries Husmud Khatick, and the Bun
great and small, and the Daoodyes,
and the Mahmoodzyes, and the Yoozafzyes both
of the hills and of the Plains, and the men of Na.
gaon and Aman, and the Nuwah Suboobund Khan,
ruler of Kutch Walliah, and the governor of the
Derahs, and of Mooltan, and the army of Beloches,
Burohooe, and Muzara, and Rokunsood Dowlah,
and Ameersood Dowlah, with the Beloche army,
aud a train of artillery, and a Shaha Khaneh,—all
these forces, numerous as the waves of the sea,
haying collected agreeably to the royal orders, will
surround: these péoplé, and annihilate them, and
friendship will be at an end. It is best, therefore,
that you should prohibit them, and restrain them
from these improper proceedings.”

This high-sounding epistle, together with the
formidable muster-roll of his Majesty’s forces,
was not likely to excite much alarm in the mind
of the Marquis of Hastings, who considered it, ors
at all events, determined to treat the whole as for-

and
and

goes
and the Rohaus,
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199
. His lordship addresseq a friep

e Jizier, ]'n.Wh.ich he declareq his Convietioy that
e ¢ Ommunlcatlon:‘} fro.m Cabill wepe « the fahy;.
ation of persor-ls ll-disposeq to both States, wh,
«ought t0 embroil them with a view to obtain Some
penefit to themselves ;” reminded him that Cutch
had “ never at any time formeq part

dly reply to

of the do-
minions of the Afghaun Monarchy ;» anq shortly
explained the object of the British terference

lieved the letter fictitious, since he

apprized of the knowledge, €Xperience, and saga-
city of Futteh Khan,” to Imagine that he coulq
conceive the British government would for a mo-
ment be influenced by any display of force,  and
that his information was too enlarged not to know,
that though it does not misuse its strength by
wantonly trespassing om its neighbours, it has
never been attacked without destroying those who
unjustly assailed it.”

The state of affairs in Cabtl was, however,some-
What changed| béfore- his lordship’s creéply reached
that kingdom, and the messenger who conveyed it,
after having been detained several weeks as a pri-
Soner, by a detachment of Runjeet Sing’s army,
“Vertook the vizier of Peshavur ready to take the
field against the Sikhs, who were threatening t?le
fontier at Attock, Futteh Khan, with that adroit-
Uess which native diplomatists generally display,
immGdiately resolved to turn the letter to account,

was too we]l
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and with the view of impressing his enenjg Wit
sentiments favourable to his own' iuterests, Orde;._
ed a salute to be fired on its 1'ecept1(.m 5 at the Sﬂrﬁc
time proclaiming aloud through his camp that (.
spatches had been received from the frienq of the
Cabil government, the governor-general of Indj,
To the Marquis of Hastings the vizier replieg
in the most hyperbolical terms of orienta] mety.
phor ; assuring Captain M‘Murdo, who had been
the medium of communication, that * the sweet
and delicious perfume of his lordship’s rose-scent.
ed letter had ascended, with the most exquisite
sensations, to the innermost recesses of his braip ”
and that, from the moment he had perused it, hLe
felt the excess of his regard for the British govern-
ment, between which, and the state of Cabil, he
trusted that the * earpet of friendship would ever
be spread in the palace of affection.” He desired
the courier to inform his employer, that, in the
prosecution of his operations against the Sikhs, he
not only did not expect an enemy in the English,
but looked for their support ; that in due time
he meéant to bring Sinde-to'its formdr state of de-
pendence on Cabul; @nd that, if they had really
any views towards that country, he would readily
enter into them, and afford his assistance. 1°
complete the farce, he gravely professed ignorant
of the letters which had been received at Calcuttd,
and declared, that he could ouly account for then!
by Supposing, that a Sindian agent had procuret
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» In the Meantime,
S of the confidence
Strange as
ng it from g bond of
the suspic
Sindian j
The increaseq powe
served to swell his ar
an occasional absence

determined to seize ¢

betrayed its uttey Unworthineg
and liberality of the British.

seem, even the relegg;
lacs of rupees, excited

and the effectg of the
visible.

it may
S0 many
on of itg members ;
ntrigues were oo

r of the Rag only
Togance and pride.

During
of the resident, the

durbar

ed at Bhooj, in expr

€SS opposition to the articles
of the late treaty.

But these treacherous de-
signs were crushed in their birth by the vigilance

and decision of Captain M*Murdo, who called in
the assistance of some troops from Okamundel, on
the Kattiwar,side of the gulf, and insisted on th.e
Immediate reduction of the newlyraisedlevies. Hls
demands, after a great deal of evasif)n,.were tardl‘l)f
complied with ; and, indeed, muc%l 1nd1fferer}10ja 1\;;15
shown to every proposal emanating from t'u,mbc
tish government. The Khosas, ﬂ‘ I";edf’t(.)‘}]’ at
inhabiting Parlcur to the north of ‘;‘ ?ﬁ::;ws}ons;
this period commenced their x’nm'uudl]l:;':rulhis ow1l
but nothing couldinduce the Rao to « o fo o
territories from these frechooters, mn



