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• No. 217 OF

' . ,  " R e v e n u e  D e p a r t m e n t . .
To’His Excellency - <•

The Honorable Sir H. B. E. FRERE, K.C.B. & G.C.S.I.,
Governor and President in Council,

 ̂ ' ' . BOMBAY.,
I  HAVE the honour to forward copies of the correspondence noted

MajorJraneis^o. IS, dated ' .  o’"® relative to the introiluction
12th January 1866. . feurvey rates into the Sehwan Talooka

Kurrachee Collectorate, and to
paniments. request the sanction of the Governor in

Council, in ! accordance with Section 
XX V. of the Bombay Act 1. of 1865, to |the pro^sed settlement^

2. Proposals for the .settlement of this district>ere first sub- 
mitted by Captain Haig in Nbveipber iS63, which were approved 
ot by Mr. Mansfield, and their intbdiiction fcr the Revenue year 
1863.64 was sanctioned ; but a petition having been submitted 
against the settlement by the Zemindars of the Histrictjn the fd- 
bwing year, it was referred by him to Major Francis, the Survev 
Commissioner, who, after personally visitmg the district and carefully 
^am im ng the lands bf several villages! himseli; was convinced of 
the defectiveness of the classification, and Icohsidered a revision of the 
rates necessary. Major Francis’ , letter No.} 8 , dated 12th January 
1866,9>which forms No.-1.' of the annexed correspondence, fully ex­
plains the objections taken by the Zemindars to the original settle- 
ment, and his reasons for recommending its revision necessary. The 
leply of Mr.- Mansfield, w^ich sanctions ‘ ' 
sary to quote, ’

T — — T •  J U H J

the revision, it is iinneces-

3. The revised assessment which 
makes, as will be seen from - paragraph , 
No. 502, dated 17th July last, very con, 
rates of the Sailab lands [i. e., Sailab aid

I St

has now been submitted 
' of Major Francis’ report 

siderable reductions in the 
ed by Moke from Rupees



6-4-0 to 5- 6-0 ; vSailab aided by wlieel from Rupees 5-0-0 to 4-8-0 ; 
Sailab unaided by any irrigation from Rupees 3-12-0 to 3-6-0] in 
the-assessment of wliicli the principal faiiltiness of the first settle­
ment consisted, andHhe result is a reduction of the total Jumma of 
Rupees 1,47,308, fixed by Captain Haig, to Rupees 1,08,509, or 
about 35 per cent., but leaving the total of the Jumma under the new 
rates 14 per cent, iii excess of the average collections of the last past
five years. -

4. The revised settlement is umlonbtedly extremely Jight, and 
it is to be regretted that the effect of the rates on the area under cul­
tivation last year, as compared with the actual realizations, has not 
been compared,, for 1 am inclined to consider that had this been done it- 
would have been perceived how very low they really are. There is, 
however, a difficulty in correcting their lowness now, as Mr. Mans­
field guaranteed the settlement originally proposed by Captain Haig 
for ten years, and I concur with the Collector î see paiagiaph 7 of 
Major Francis’ No. 502, dated 17th July) in considering that we are 
precluded from levying any increase on the rates imposed in 1864, 
unless by a compromise wherever a reduction has in a cultivatoi s 
holding been made by the revised settlement.

5. As the revision only corrects errors made in the first gua­
ranteed settlement, 1 would, notwithstanding the great reduction it 
causes in the realizable Jumma, recommend it for sanction, foV, for 
the reason already stated, general increases cannot, I consider, be

added at present where they might other- 
Vuh paragrapli 3 .of Major- - fiave been made. I would issue, 

2 7 th however, no proclamatioMtut sim^y cor-
-"■9 and id  o f Major Francis’ r e c t  the account o f  each culjtivator s holding

according to the revised rates, wherever this
was practicable, in consequence of the total amount, payable under 
these rates being less than the total amount assessed under the ori­
ginal assessment. This course should, I think, be followed whenever 
an application may be made to take up fresh land the rates on which 
have been reduced by the revision. This would give some trouble 
at first, but it is the only way in which the revision can be introduced 
without on the one hand breaking faith as to the guarantee given 
by the Commissioner, and qn the other hand obtaining compensation
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for the reductions by putting on the increases recommended in  the 
revision. I t  is true that the guarantee ought not to have been given 
without the sanction of Government, but it would not be right to 
plead thismdw. •

th a v e  the honour to be, &c., *

'■ ; A. D .,R O B E R T S O N ,'
r » ' ^

^Acting Commissioner in SiHd.r
Commissioner's Office, Kurraclice,

. \2 th  November 1866.

No. IB OF 1866.
To

S. M A N SFIE L D , Esq.,
Commissioner in Sind.

r

have the honour to submit the following repoi’t upon the 
petition of the Zemindars of Sehwan Talopka against the Survey Set­
tlem ent of tha t district. t

2. 1 he first explicit objection to the Settlement, which is given in
That no distinction is made the margin, rel|ates to -the lates of Sailabee

between the Sailabee rates fixed Cultivation, which are said to be fixed
on lands fitted to cl’OTCinferior , •-i, a. i .
description of crops (such as li' îthout regard  ̂ to the pioductive qualities
Ahur, Gram, Sursee, and of the land, that is to say, that lands’ ^
M utter), and those fitted for ‘ i . nT̂ Iieat. capable of growing only inferior crops,.

such as Sursdo and M utter, have been 
ass.essed a t the same rates as the regular wheat-producing lands. '•

3. Sailabee cultivation, .as you are aware, is dependent on 
water obtained from natural flooding. The main consideration in 
assessing such lands is to graduateT rates by reducing them proper- 
tionately with the deficient supply as the flood waters tail oflP, It.is^ 
impossible- in'^most cases to define precisely the line to which the ' 
floods extend. In fact, the land flooded will vary according to the  ̂
height of the inundation, a larger area being, of course, watered in  a 
high than in a low inundation season.  ̂But although the line is not-
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definable witli minute accuracy, it may be ascertained sufficiently 
near for all practicable purposes by the general character of the 
cultivation.

4. The classification rules for this kind of cultivation were 
devised with a view of meeting the peculiar feature in the water

Page 33. supply explained above. For if you will
refer to the printed rules^ appended to 

my report you will perceive that this kind of irrigation has been 
classed under three heads, which are described as follows :—

Value.
Class. Annas. Description-

1 6 When the overflow is regular and sufficient to
permit of a good crop of wh^at being grown 
every year without fall.

2 4 When the overflow is not so regular as to ensure
a crop of wheat being grown every year.

3 2 When the overflow water remains too short a time
to saturate the land sufficiently, o|* too long a 
time to permit of its being ploughed for a 
wheat crop, and consequently only inferior 
crops, such as Jamba and Mutter, &c., can be 
grown.

5. It is true that this system of classification had not been in­
troduced in the Survey Department at the time the Sehwan Talook 
was classified. But Captain Haig adopted a plap. of operations based 
upon the same general principles. Owing, however, to his classers 
being young and inexperienced men, the work was not carried out 
in the manner devised. Captain Haig has also explained, with re­
gard to their operations, that the inundation was unusually high in 
the season in which the district was classified, and consequently that 
a much larger area than usual was flooded that year, and, as a further 
consequence of this high flood.,^ îe explains that a not inconsiderable 
extent of land fitted only, in the average season, for the growth of 
inferior crops, was that year under wheat cultivation. Taking the 
crop as their guide, the classers valued the lands thus cultivated ex- 
ceptionably as regular wheat-growing land. The result is that land.
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which, from its position with reference to the floods, is fitted only for 
the growth ^  inferior crops, has been assessed!, as petitioners state, at 
the same rate as the land under the full influence of the Sailab 
waters, andocapable of growing wheat regularly. ^

6". I regret to state that a careful examination of the lands of 
several villages has convinced, me that this defect in the classification 
of Sailab lands is not confined to_a few isolated cases, but prevails

generally throughout the district. I have 
villagê  ̂ ‘  ̂ class of the several instances of lands assessed

at the full Sailab rates *of Rupees 3-12-0 
and Rupees 3-5-0 per acre, which are of uncertain cultivation, even 
foĵ  the inferior kinds of crops. The. adjoining fields in some in­
stances are charged only with the rate for Baranee cultivation, that

^  The Baranee rate ^ istosay, a rate of 8* annas has been app[i-
ed 1ft) fields adjoining those assessed at 

Rupees 3-12-0 or Rupees 3-5-0. There has been a mistake on both 
sides in these cases, for the field charged with ’only the Baranee rate, 
being at the tail of the flood, comes under the influence of Sailab 
irrigation occasionally, and ought to have had some addition to its 
rate on that account, whilst the other should have been decreased to 
the standard for the worst description of Sailab cultivation.

7. There is also another peculiar feature in the Sailab lands of 
the Sehwan Talook flooded from the Muncher Lake, which has not 
been properly estimated in the classification. T allude to the tract of 
land adjoining the water’s edge of the Lake, which, owing to the water 
not receding from it till late in the season, is not available for culti­
vation at the season when wheat is sown, being fitted only for Jamba, 
Mutter, and such like inferior crops. The classification rate of these 
lands Was slightly reduced on this account by Captain Haig, but not- 
sufficient to Cover the difference in value between them and the good 
wheat lands. It will be necessary therefore, as will be shown in the 
sequel, to correckthis-defect in t^^classification.

8. In paragraph 2 of theii^^ition the Zemindars object to'^e 
Churkhee rates, on the ground that no reduction has been made for. 
inferior lands, anff no allowance made for fallows. In the course of 
my inspection I saw no case where reduction had not been made in 
the rates of this cultivation, both/or inferior soil as well as inferior

$
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water supply. I f  there is any defect iu the rating - of these lands, it 
will be found, in my opinion, to be on the side of liberality, for the 
classification rules, which appear to have been fairly carried out as 
regards this cultivation, provide liberally for all circumstances affect­
ing inferior Churkhee cultivation. They are also incorrect in stating 
that no allowance has been m ade for fallows, for it is a leading priii 
ciple in the settlement to estimate Churkhee and Moke Jowarry 
lands to be cuiturable once in three years, and the rate is based on 
tins estimate of their capabilities.

9. In paragraphs 4 and 5 the Zemindars state the several cir­
cumstances for which remissions should be allowed, explaining the 
m anner in which, in their opinion, they should be estimated. I t  is 
to be regretted that a promise of remissions formed one of the 
conditions of the settlement lease. I have all along been opposed 
to reinissions, and expressed a strong opinion against the inser­
tion ot a clause on the subject in the settlement lease when the
proposal came before me in Captain Taverner’s report on the 
iiu n d iara  Talook.

\

10. I t  appears to me tha t our settlement, in Sind will be no 
Iinprovement on the e.'tisting revenue system if they include a regular
plan 01 allowing remissions.

1 1 . The Sehwan Talook supplies an instance this year of the
impossibility of carrying out such a system. The claims for remis- 

r  I have not the Return am ount in the aggregate to about
S c d S o n '!' 30,000,^^ and-.according to the

_ course prescribed in the clause alluded to,
every individual claim should be inquired into. I need scarcely “ 
say that i t  would be impossible for the Collector’s Departm ent to 
manage a settled district if such a system is continued.

, 12. I adm it tha t there are special cases in Sind for which it is 
Uecessary to allow remissions, even in settled districts. Such, for 
instance, as for damage done by locusts, and by disastrous floods. 
B ut the circumstance of a field being said to be imperfectly flooded, 
or too much flooded, or of a slight blight to the crop, should not form 
aib ject of inquiry under a properly regulated settlement.



13. From what has been explained regarding the classification 
of the Sailabee lands o f Sehwan Talook, it will be obvious to you 
that the rates for this cultivation m ust be revised. Ih fact, w ith 
your approval, 1 have already instructed Captairi H aig to re-examine 
aM fields at the head and tail of the flood line and make a systematic 
reduction of rates according to the plan presc:ribed in the classification 
rules. I  shall request him to report the result, for after communica­
tion' to you. ■ ^

14. W ith  regard to the rates for this cultivation, the ZeminT* 
dars complain of their being high. They would not, perhaps. Have 
been thought so had they been equitably apportioned. I  think, 
however, tha t as it is proposed to do away w ith remissions in future,* 
except in the special cases of calamity referred to in paragraph 12j  
that on this account, and for the further reason o f covering defects 
in the classification valuation, it will be advisable to make some re­
duction in the rates independently of the reduction which will be 
effected b y  the rectification of the original classification.

' 15. I have, consequently, instructed Captain H ai^ to reduce
his original rates in the following manner, v iz .-^

^ Rs- as. Ks. as.
Sailab aided by Moke irrigation, to be

reduced f r o m ...............    6 4 to 5 6
Ditto by wheel irrigation, from 5 0 to 4 8

Sailab unaided by any irrigationj frond 3 12 to 3 6

These reductions are for the first group of villages. A corresponding 
reduction will be made in the rate l of the other groups. There is 
not much complaint of the good wheat lands with certain Sailab 
being over-assessed. I  am, therefore, of opinion tha t the small re­
duction of 6 annas per acre will be quite suflficient in their case.

16. W ith regard to the claims, for remissions this year, I th ink  
it will be found that the proposed rectification pf the classification will 
include almost all cases in  which they are really required. All claims 
under the heads of fields imperfectly flooded of overflooded will cer­
tainly be covered by that measufei '̂  ̂There will remain, perhaps, for 
special consideration the cases of destruction by locusts, and, perhapsf



here and there a case of a large extent of waste land for which resig­
nation was not preferred at the proper seasons.

17. I propose to make some further inquiry before submitting 
my opinion on the question of the number and date of revenue in­
stalments, which forms one of the subjects of complaint iri the 
petition.

18. The maintenance and repair of boundary marks is a work
which devolves upon the Zemindars, and 

Paragraphs 7 and 8 of petition, petition for relief from it cannot be
entertained.

19. No other part of the petition seems to call for any remark 
from m^; .

I have the honour to be, &c., ‘

^ J. T. FRANCIS, Major,
Survey and Settlement Commissioner.

Camp Mekur,
I2th January 1866.

No. 279 OF 1866.
i  -

R e v e n u e  D e p a r t m e n t .

- ‘To the ACTING COMMISSIONER in SIND,
- KURRACHEE.

S ir ,—In forwarding the accompanying report from Major
XT (rnr, 1  ̂ 1 , A Fiaucis, I have only to remark that theNo. 502, dated 17th instant.

assessment seems generally very fair. 
Gaher is the only village in which it appears to be reduced more 
than is necessary. It is considerably below the collections of the cur­
rent year, though I gave large remissions. Still, however, I would 
not alter the settlement, which has been made with so much cafet'for 
this one casci
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2. There appears to be a mistake in a few of the entries of 
present assessment, as may be seen from the following table:—

Present Assessment.
Dell. hs entered in our papers. ' As in Major Francis’ Statement.

Rs. a. p. Rs. p.
K ab ro te ..., 3,353 12 0. 2^664. 0 0.
Mahee O ta.. 4,9f0. 8 0 8,^36^ 0 0
Kureempoor. ^9,095 10 0 8,185 0 0

3. I think that-one of the two courses pointed out in Major 
Francis’ paragraphs 9 and 10, should be adopted. It does not much
matter which. -

*

4. I have forwarded copies of Lieutenant Doig’s paragraphs
12 to 15, to the Chief Engineer and the Engineer for'Canals.

■ - '  ' ’ '

I have, &c., ^

'"“‘W. R. LAMBERT, Major,
- Collector of Kurrache®;

i Kurrachee,
Collectors Office, 21 ift July \%m.

No. 502 OF 1866. -

To A. I). ROBERTSON, E sq., ’

Acting Commissioner in Sind.

S ir , R eferring to the correspondence term inating w ith

* No. 178, dated SOtli e ld ’d letter ,^  L h a v e  th e  h on ou r
January 1866. to Subm it for disp osa l th e  a cco m p a n y in g

1866.^°' reportf upon the revision p f th e  assessm ent
Sehw an Talookj prepared b y  L ieutenant  

I)o ig , w h ilst in  c h a r p  o f  the S ettlem en t Office.

2 . O n exam ining the details o f  the revised assessm ent proposed  
by that Officer, it  appeared to m e, ju d g in g  from m y  personal know -

2st
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ledge of the district, to be desirable to increase the “ Jumma” in some 
and decrease^in other, villages. , Instructions regarding the modi­
fications deemed necessary were therefore sent to Captain 'Wallace, 
who had meanwhile assumed charge of the Settlement Department, 
and that Officer has submitted the information called for. From 
Lieutenant Doig’s original and these subsequent returris I have 
prepared the accompanying amended Statement, which shows the 
Jumma of each vil%ge as now finally settled.

\ 3. The revision operations comprise an entire reclassification of 
all 1;he Sailab lands of the district, •combined with a reduction 
maximum rates for that cultivation,' as shown in the subjoined
Statement:—

Sum ber
of

■Cluss.

Description of 
Cultivation.

] Captain H aig’s Ijjgyjsed Maximum, 
j Ma.xmium.

-----J--------

I .
11.

I l l

R s. a- p- '
! r 0 4 0
1 1 K n A

Rs- a- p- 
.5 8 0 
4 8 0 
4 U 0 
3 8 0

Ai(le3 by Molte irrigation- 
Ditto by W heel ditto- 

Diito ditto- 
Uitto ditto- 
Ditto ditto-

Sailab . .  . •
L 5 U U

4 8 0 
4 0 0

IV . 3 8 0 3 8 0

Lands under perennial irrigation were also examined, and some few 
alterations have been made in the rates ; the result being embodied 
in the general statement regarding the revised assessment.

4. As’explained by Lieutenant Doig, the revision operations 
have effected a reduction of thirty-five per cent.' on the assessment 
fixed by Captain Haig, that is to say, the total Jumma as now setlged 
amounts to Rupees 1,08,509, whereas it was Rupees 1,47,368, as 
imposed by that Officer. It is shown, however, in the comparison of 
results instituted by Lieutenant Doig, that the New Jumma is 
about 14 per-cent, in'excess of the average collections of the past 
five years, and it appears too from the Collector’s report upon the 
remissions granted this season, that it nearly corresponds with ^he sum 
fixed, after a careful inquiry, for the current year’s revenue ot the
districts.



. 1 1

5. These several comparisons te&dite show that the district can
pay the revised assessment now fixed. The reduction made is in ­
tended to cover the fluctuations to which Sailab cultivation is ordi­
narily subject from a high or low inundation season, and T  trust we 
shall have no occasion for remissions onh this account in future. I t  
is scarcely possible, jjefhaps, to dispense with tlienf altogether in a 
country subject to disastrous floods, and visitations by locusts, but 
they ought certainly.to be required only in cases of, special calaiAity 
of the above nature. . .

, 6. In my former report on this subject the causes to which the 
defects in the original settlement are attributable have been fully ex- ^  
plained, and I regret to observe tha t the;plassi6cation has been found 
to-be more faulty than it was supposed lo be. I  need not, however, 

-allude further to this subject, but* would merely observe tha tT  am' 
satisfied that the revised classification djias been carefully executed 
under Lieutenant Doig, assisted by Mr. W ilkins, Assistant': of the 
Left Bank Survey, who was transferred temporarily to the Kurrachee^ ■ 
Collectorate for this duty. I can, therefore, confidently recommend 
the  settlement for sanction.

7. In respect, to the revision, the Collector has raised the ques- * 
tion as to Tyhether'thp fact of a guarantee of the former rates having 
been given for ten years, does not preclude our levying any increase 
on the said rates during-the period for.^which they were sanctioned.
The maximum ̂ ’ates ndW imposed, as hasheeh  already shown, are a 
decrease on Captain H aig’s lates, but there are cases in which the 
assessment of individual fields has been increased, owing to a low * 
and incorrect standard-of valuation having been adopted in the ori­
ginal classification. ’Jlie Collector doubts w hether we can levy the 
increased assessment in these cases.

Section JXXX. of the Survey Act, winch bears upon the 
case, precludes the levy of a revised assessment based upon a fresh 
survey or classification of soils until the expiration of the period 
for which a settlement may hare been guaranteed. B pt this rule 
forbids not merely the levy of the increased but of the reduced 
assessment also. I don’t think the cultivators would o ^ e c t to the 
payment of the revised assessment on the grounds hei%̂  alluded to,
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but perhaps it may be well to place the matter beyond the chance 
of dispute. •

■ ' 9. I would propose, therefore, that a Proclamation be issued in 
the district, to the efect that in consequence of complaints of the 
manner in which the rates were fixed at the original settlement made 
in 186*4^the Commissioner had diyected a fresh clpsification, and a 
revision’'oTbhe assessment of the district, notice is therefore given that 
the new assessment will be levied from thOf,current year to the expi­
ration of the lease.

10. Or, if  this is not approved of, the original lease might be 
declared to be cancelled, and a new one granted for ten • years. 
Either course would do, supposing it is thought necessary to take 
steps in the matter.

11. With regard to the Bard and Dingree Bunds, it appears
from tlie Collector’s letter that he has

Paragraphs ,12 to H  of . • , • ,
Xieutenant' Doig’s Report. inquired, into the matter, and written to

the Canal Engineer about tliese Bunds. 
But until some arrangement can be made for superseding the jiresent 
plan of allowing the two sluices to be opened in alternate years, it 
wilLbe necessary to allow yearly remissions for the lands which 
derive their water supply from the closed Bund. Tile Collector’s 
proposal to estimate the remission at two-thirds of the fi,'?ed assess­
ment seems fair, and I would recommend the plan being continued 
until the improvements in the sluices alluded to above can be carried 
out. ' .

1 have the honour to be, &c.,

. J. T . FR A N C IS, Major, 

Survey and Settlement Commissioner;
Poona, 11 til Ju ly 1866.

Forwarded through the Collector for any observations he ma 
wish to make. =

J. T. FRANCIS.
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No. 4 Of 1866.
I (<

- . ~ ' R e v e n u e  D e p a r t m e n t .

To the SU R V EY  COM M ISS-IONER.

S ir , — I have the honour to submit a R eport,on  the Tevised 
assessment of the villages in the Sehwan Talooha noted in  Appendix ^  
B of ypur instructions N o .'76, dated 4th February last, the re-classi- 
ficati’on of which has been completed.

2. The appended Statem ent in detail will, I trust, lay the, 
result of the revision clearly before jmu.

3. T he following points call for remark. In  twelve villages 
tlie percentage difference between original and revised assessment- .• 
(inc.ludiug in the latter the assessment on lands that have been long 
out of cultivation) is great. In  the Dehs of Boobuck, Soopur, Gaher, 
Arbee, Baroch, Trenee, A^rah* Khtibrote, Bootra, Sehwan, 
Alaheeota, and Kurrumpoor, there is a large am ount of waste or 
much inferior Sailab land, which necessitated cpnsiderublie reduction
in classification. =

4. Notwithstanding 'the reduction in tlie Jummas caused by 
this revision, the Dehs of Soopur, Arbee, Kote Baroch, Khubrote, 
Bootra, Punjota, KhundewSfee, Ghunna, Sehwan, H ydranee,^unpall, 
Maheeota, Sangpoor, Tundro Shah BaEe^, and Arazee, still work out 
much bveiv the average of past years, but the)' have been under light 
leases, or generally enjoying low rates ; for. instance, most of the area 
of “ Khubrote’̂  was under a  lump assessment of one Rupee per acre 
to Bhawul Khan Rhind for some years.

5 . Arazee and Tundro Shah Bazee are almost entirely Ciiurkee 
Dehs, and consequently not much afiecti^d by the revision, -

6. The river having carried away a good deal of land in Kur- 
ruinpoor, its revised assessment is only a trifle over past averages.
This Deh being annually subject to encroachtaents of tlie river on 
one side, and new land thrown up on the other; no djependence can 
be placed, as far as comparison goes, op the statement of its past 
realizations. : ■
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7.- Abrah is a very small Deh in a corner between Boobuck 
<ind Billum, enjoying no superior advantages either as regard soil or 
■water supply; still, thoiigli only growing inferior crops, it has paid 
highly during past years, owing, I think, to their being many culti­
vators, and the high rates ^ ^ :^ n g  in the adjoining Deh of Boobuck 
having been exacted. It cannot be classed higher than it now has 
been, as the Sailab is natural overflow unaided by either Moke or 
wheel, and I don’t tliink it would be advisable to increase the 
maximum.^-

8. The village of Dero Hyatt has been excluded from the 
Statement appended, their being only a few perennial wheel numbers 
that had to be altered. . -

9. With reference to paragraph 6 of my letter No. 3, dated 
27th ultimo, small Khatas’’ may again have been unavoidably 
increased, but I think it wilTbeTound’to no great extent-

10. Agreeably with paragraph 9 of your instructions, the three 
Dehs of Billum, Joohoo, and Bagh Yussuf, at present under lease, 
have been classified cfe novo, 'and their assessment calculated at the 
revision maximums. The result is shown, for your consideration and 
approval, in the accompanying Statement. The maximums seem to 
suit these Dehs remarkably well.

11. The Jummas of the twenty-four Dehs under report have 
been reduced in the aggregate So-2 per cent., and stand 14-3 per cent, 
above past averages. But when you take into consideration the

Bezarees, that, as a matter of a course, are likely to be given, 
the assessment actually collected will not be so much over past 
averages; on the other hand in many cases the amount of waste bearing 
a light assessment will most probably betaken up, and prove a steady 
increase to the revenue. I have every reason therefore to think that 
the present revised settlement, if  confirmed, will be ifound to work 
satisfactorily, be regarded as equitable by the people, and obviate 
future necessity or calls for remissions.

12. The question of the Bard and Dingeree Bunds is rather a 
difficult one, and might be definitely settled by the Engineering 
Department. I may, however, here notice in brief that these Bunds 
benefit Dehs on the one side and damage Dehs on the other, as they 
come into force respectively.
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13. The accompaDying .rough sketch will, I  hope, illustrate 
the following'remarks.

The Nara at 4  separates into two channels, which bear, a  mul-- 
titude of names as they go along, till they unite at B, and become 
the Nara again. A t C the Dingeree B und is erected, whicii throws 
the water down the Pairdobaree Canal, land at D the Bard B^nd is 
situated, which checks and throws back the water into the Makkee 
Canal. ' -

In the time of the Meers both these Bunds were put up every, 
year ; of late it appears to be the custom to open the BuuAs alter­
nately every two or three years, to give.a passage for boats and 
supply the M unchnr.

A sudden depression occurs about the line of the Bunds whence 
the water descends with a rush into the M unchnr ; hence the object, 
gained by the bunds is tha t the water is checked and thrown b ack . 
till it rises/ say to the level of E, when it acquires sufficient, headway, 
and goes off into the Pairdooaree, and waters the high lands; and the 
same with the Bard Branch. I

14. The existing arrangem ent of openingjhe Bunds alternately 
will only entail constant remissions, as t i l  irrigation is thus en­
tirely changed from good Rice Moke to infeAor M oke Ohurkee, or 
total waste. ■.

15.' Masonry Bunds with sluices, or side escapesi and with 
lock gates to pass boats, appear the best solution of the difficulty ‘ a 
plan thati it will be found, will meet with the approbation and co­
operation of the Zemindars. This arrangem ent would enable the 
people to get a sufficient supply of^ water under^cotitrol from both 
Bunds to flood their lands, which, when no longer requii^d, could be 
let off; and it would also not be open to the objection of altogether- 
stopping the supply of water to the M unchur.

I have the honour to be, &c., -

A, DOIG, Lieut.,
Deputy SettlemenfOfficer, ■ 

R ight Bank Distriets’.
Camp Billionf 2ith March 1866. ^

f
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J. T . FRANCIS, Major,
Survey and Settlement.Commissioner.
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Reoenue Survey ond- Assessment.,
.  f

^ •; N o. 4472.

R e v e n d e  D e p a r t m e n t ;

Bombay Castlh, 1st December IMQ.

Letter from the Acting Commissioner in Sind, No. 217, dated 12th November 
1'866— Submitting copies of correspondence relative t'S the introduction 
of Survey Rates into tlie Sehwan Talooka of the Kurrachee CDllectorate, 
and requesting sanction, in accordance with tsection 25 of the Bombay 
Act I. of 1805, to the proposed settlement.

R e s o l u t io n .— T he revised rates are sanctioned.

2. H is Excellency the Governor in  Council is decidedly of 
opinion that the guarantee given by the Commissioner m ust be up-;  ̂
held in the case of land now under cultivation, e x ^ p t in  cases where 
the aggregate am ount of. a Ryot’s assessmentis below that guaranteed 
in  the first instanced For example, if the total hmount of a m ap’s 
rental under the original settlement was*'Rupees 100, and under the 
revised one only Rupees 90, there is no objection to readjust the 
assessment on particular fields, even though in  some instances the 
ren t may have to be increased. In  the case of̂  ̂all lands to be here­
after given in  cultivation the revised rates should be enforced, whether 
in  excess of or below the previous ones.

3. The requisite corrections should, as suggested by the Acting 
Commissioner, be made, not by proclamation, but in the account of

. each individual. This duty  should be personally superintended by 
the Collector and his Deputies. • =

Chief Secretary to Government.
To . , ‘

The C o m m is s io n e r  in S i n d . '

A s t  ‘  -


